Headquarters Department of the Army
Room 3E668
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20314-6602 

15 January 2017

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Vice Chief of Staff of the Army
Director, Army Staff
Assistant Chief of Staff Installation, Management and Environment
Deputy Chief of Staff Personnel
Deputy Chief of Staff Intelligence
Deputy Chief of Staff Operations and Plans
Deputy Chief of Staff Logistics
Chief of Engineers
The Surgeon General
Chief National Guard Bureau
Chief Army Reserve
The Judge Advocate General
Chief of Chaplains

SUBJECT: Policy Decision Guidance

1. The Executive Department has recently released the President's National Security Strategy. This document clearly delineates the goals and objectives of the United States and the significant role the military, and more specifically the Army, must take to enhance our global position and at the same time preserve and enhance the American way of life. The Secretary of Defense has provided the Service Secretaries with implementing guidance that I am passing on to you with the Sec Army's thoughts attached.  

2. First and foremost we must provide trained and ready forces to the combatant commanders.  We must maintain our edge as the premier fighting force in the world.  The Army is the nation’s strategic force of decision.  When decisive and lasting results are required, it is the United States Army that delivers.  We owe it to the country and to the soldiers in our Army to be ready to fight and win against any enemy, anywhere in the world, at short notice and on a sustained basis.  Our Active Component must be ready to deploy rapidly and fight immediately.  Our Reserve Components must be able to mobilize, conduct targeted training based on their mission, and then reinforce or replace active component forces.  

3.  We have the responsibility to ensure that we can execute our Wartime Executive Agent Responsibilities (WEAR).  These responsibilities include: conventional ammunition; chemical munitions; transportation, engineering for highway movements; common user land transportation-in theater; intermodal container movement; MTMC- OCONUS port clearance and discharge; land-based water resources and inland petroleum, oil and lubricant distribution; military customs inspections, wartime graves registration, wartime Class I in theater receipt storage and issue, and inland logistic support to the Marine Corps. Review each of these areas in view of our requirement to support the National Strategy as described by the Secretary of Defense. 

3. We must be prepared to be innovative and bold in our approach to fulfilling our responsibilities.   Landpower is what wins wars.  The Army must be ready. 

 

/signed/
General, US Army
Chief of Staff

