Department of the Air Force
The Pentagon
Washington, DC
20305-2365

10 January 2017

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Air Staff

SUBJECT: Implementation of the Secretary of Defense's Policy Decision Guidance - Department of the Air Force's Role

1. The Secretary of Defense has issued the Department's policy decision guidance to assist the services in providing timely policy recommendations in support of the President's National Security Strategy. We are clearly at a watershed in our country's history. As a result the nation will face many challenges to its security, prosperity and democratic way of life. 

2. The Department of the Air Force will ensure that all of the resources entrusted to its care are honed and focused on maintaining our capabilities at the highest state of readiness to assist in translating the national goals into achievable military goals. 

3. This policy decision guidance provides the direction and allows the flexibility for the Air Staff to provide the best contribution possible to the planning and execution of our National Security Strategy. 

 

-Signed-
General, U.S. Air Force
Chief of Staff 

Encl. AS

General Policy Guidance

PART I: STRATEGIC

The current Strategic Assessment aptly states that many threats remain to US interests. The more significant are the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, emerging rogue nations, regional conflicts, and significant economic challenges. The former Chairman of the Joint Staff, General Colin Powell stated in the early 90s "there are no more demons out there" thus heralding in an era where the United States was to become the only super power. This absence of significant military threats for the past two decades has resulted in a national budget that maintained its spending on the military at fairly modest levels. We have been able to maintain our technological edge over any potential adversary while at the same time balance the other competing priorities of operational tempo and quality of life of our forces stationed at home and abroad. This has allowed us to successfully bridge the gap between the demands of multiple missions and finite resources. Our strategy into the next decade will be to maintain our flexibility to respond through selective engagement. This will be accomplished through a three tiered response approach: remaining decisively involved in peacekeeping operations through a range of activities from the traditional military to military contacts to nontraditional counterdrug-counterterrorism activities. 

Our National Military Strategy commits us to maintaining a capability to fight and win two major regional conflicts. However, we must be prepared to become decisively engaged in alternatives to this ranging from multiple lesser regional contingencies to countering terrorism and other threats to emerging democracies. The Air Staff's input will be crucial in each and every instance. While we clearly maintain the unchallenged ability to gain air superiority, we must carefully assess our involvements to ensure that our assets are properly committed and provide clear value added in achieving the objectives outlined in our National Strategy.

PART II: FUNCTIONAL

Under the provisions of Chapter 805, Title 10, United States Code, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force has the responsibility of providing professional assistance to the Secretary of the Air Force, preparing for such employment of the Air Force, and for such recruiting, organizing, supplying, equipping, training, servicing, mobilizing, demobilizing, administering and maintaining of the Air Force. Additionally the Chief of Staff has the responsibility to prepare detailed instructions for the execution of approved plans and supervise the execution of those plans and instructions.

Under the authority of Presidential Executive Order 12656 and promulgated in DODD 3025.1 (Military Support to Civil Authorities, MACA). The Secretary of the Air Force is responsible to the Under Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense for: ensuring that all Air National Guard units and Civil Air Patrol elements are capable of providing support under MACA; facilitating the conduct and coordination of aerial reconnaissance missions to support damage assessment; and furnishing technical advice and support for MACA planning and implementation in areas that are uniquely within the competence of the Air Force and its wartime augmentation elements.

 

