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	Both the quantity and quality of the holdings are in approximate proportion to the degree of the American army's involvement in a war or incident.  Thus the greatest strength is in such areas as the European and Mediterranean theaters of World War II and the American Civil War.  The main East Asian coverage is of the American ground forces in the Korean War, with the China�Burma�India and Pacific theaters of World War II ranking next.  Special surveys by the Institute to collect materials on the Spanish�American War, the Philippine Insurrection and World War I have also netted some valuable diaries and memoirs on the Boxer Rebellion of 1900 and the Siberian expedition of 1918�20.  The Institute has little Asian�language material, although some insight into East Asian military and civilian affairs can be gleaned from sources like intelligence reports, special geographical studies, and records of conferences with, or interrogations of, Asians conducted in English.














MANUSCRIPTS





	The principal areas of strength in the manuscript holdings on East Asia are, in approximate order of noteworthiness, the Korean War (1950�53), Japanese prisoner�of war camps of 1941�45, the Allied occupation of Japan, the Ryukyus since 1945, and the China theater in World War II.  Smaller but significant multiple�collection coverage is available on a number of other areas and periods, especially China, 1900�36 and 1945�49; Siberia, 1918�20; and Korea, 1945�48 and 1953�75.  There are extensive sources on the Pacific war of 1941�45, but, for the most part, they deal solely with the American side and with areas geographically distant from China, Japan, and Korea.
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	The most important collections relating to East Asia are the following:  Edward M. Almond Coll (155 boxes), containing extensive personal papers and copies of official documents relating to his service as personnel chief and chief of staff under General Douglas MacArthur in Japan, 1946�50, and as X Corps commander in Korea, 1950�51.





	Matthew B. Ridgway Coll (52 boxes), including materials that cover the period when he was Eighth Army Commander in Korea, 1950�51, and successor to MacArthur as head of the 


United Nations Command and Far East Command and as Supreme Commander for the Allied powers during the concluding year of the occupation of Japan.





	Paul W. Caraway Coll (30 boxes), having important personal records that relate to his tours of duty as deputy (and acting) chief of staff to General Joseph W. Stilwell in the China�Burma�India Theater during the war against Japan, chief of staff of United States forces in Japan after the occupation, and later High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands.





	Andrew D. Bruce Coll (25 boxes), holding personal papers as well as a considerable body of copies of official correspondence from his experiences as a division commander in Japan and Korea, 1945�46.





	Alvan C. Gillem Coll (11 boxes), containing reminiscences and contemporaneous papers that shed light on his tours of duty with the Allied expedition in Siberia, 1919�20, and with General George C. Marshall's truce mission in China, 1945�46.





	Charles L. Bolte Coll (11 boxes), including correspondence and other personal material from the period of his service as a junior officer at Tientsin, 1932�36.





	Holdings also include the curricular archives of the Army War College, consisting of a wide variety of research papers, lectures, course materials, and special studies that deal with many actual and hypothetical strategic situations involving East Asian nations.














ORAL HISTORY





	Filed as part of the manuscript holdings, the transcripts of the active, continuing oral history program are already the most extensive available on American military activities in East Asia, particularly since the 1920s.  In virtually all cases, the interviews range over the officers' entire careers with emphasis on their principal commands, which may not have been in East Asia.  Depth of treatment on East Asian topics varies greatly and some participants have placed personal restrictions on their interviews, limiting their use.  For instance, the Institute conducted an interesting oral history project in 1975 on the administation of the Ryukyius resulting in six interviews with successive commissioners of the islands, 1964�72, and with the Chief of Staff of the American command on Okinawa, 1969�73, but only two of these interviews are available to researchers outside the military establishment.
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	The following is a list of interviews that are most useful on American military involvement in East Asia and to which most researchers can gain access:











				    Number of		Tours of Duty


Name				    Interviews		In East Asia








Paul D. Adams				 7		Korea, 1951�53


William H. Arnold 			 4  		China, 1934�36; Japan, 1945


Donald V. Bennett			11		Japan, 1952�54; Korea, 1962�63, 1972�73


Austin W. Betts				 6		China, 1943�45


Charles L. Bolte			 4		China, 1932�36


Andrew J. Boyle			 5		Korea, 1965�67


Ferdinand J. Chesarek			 7		Korea, 1953�55


Mark W. Clark				 4		Korea, 1952�53


George H. Decker			 4		Korea, 1957�59


Paul L. Freeman			 5		China, 1940�43; Korea, 1950�51


Barksdale Hamlett			 7		Japan, 1945�51; Korea, 1951�52


Paul D. Harkins			 1		Korea, 1953�54


William M. Hoge			 5		Korea, 1951�52


Hamilton H. Howze			 4		Korea, 1959�61


Edmund C.R. Lasher			 5		Korea, 1950�51


Carter B. Magruder			 4		Korea, 1953�55, 1959�61


George R. Mather			 3		Korea, 1959�60


Bruce Palmer, Jr.			 4		Korea, 1945�46, 1962�6


Williston B. Palmer			 1		Korea, 1952


James H. Polk				 3		Japan, 1948�51; Korea, 1951


Herbert B. Powell			11		Japan, 1949�50; Korea, 1950�51


Matthew B. Ridgway			 4		China, 1925�26; Korea, 1950�52


Maxwell D. Taylor			 6		Japan, 1935�37;  Korea, 1953�55


Albert C. Wedemeyer			 7		China, 1931�21, 1944�46, 1947


James K. Woolnough			 6		Korea, 1950, 1961�62


William P. Yarborough			 6		Korea, 1965, 1968�69











	The degree of access, even to the above interviews, ranges from unretricted to open with restrictions, so the researcher should consult the Institute oral history director or archivist.


�
Resources on East Asia									p.4














AUDIO�VISUAL RECORDS





	The audio�visual collections on American military activities in East Asia in the 20th century are considerable and still growing rapidly.  They comprise many thousands of lantern slides and photographs, as well as hundreds of motion pictures, audio tapes, and phono discs.  Some examples are the Sidney R. Hinds Coll, which contains sixty�five 16�mm films dealing mostly with post�1945 Korea, but also including rare views of China in the early 1920s; over 400 audio tapes of





interrogations of North Korean and Communist Chinese prisoners captured during the Korean War; tapes of music played by Communist Chinese forces on the battlefields, 1950�53; and tapes of some sessions of the Korean Armistice Commission.  There are large collections of slides of the Russo�Japanese War, the Sino�Russian border conflicts of the 1920s and 1930s, and the Sino�Japanese War of 1937�45.





	Besides 3,800 photographs taken by American military observers in Manchuria, 1904�05, a sizable number of photographs of the Russo�Japanese War are found in the Montgomery M. Macomb and William V. Judson collection.  In quantity of photographic holdings, those on the Korean War predominate.














BOOKS, PERIODICALS AND PRINTED DOCUMENTS





	The library's holdings of books, periodicals, and printed documents are outstanding on the role of the American army in East Asia.  It also has a large collection of works in other Western languages on European military relations with China, Japan, and Korea.  The library is strong in published primary materials, including many rare works, on certain East Asian topics, particularly the Russo�Japanese War.  Among its items on that conflict are the Reports of most Western observers and an impressive body of contemporary German and French studies of the campaigns.  Noteworthy also are the transcripts in Japanese, as well as in English, of the records of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.  A check of the files of the reference staff indicates considerable strength in a wide variety of areas, such as the Boxer Rebellion, German intervention in China prior to 


World War I, the Allied expedition in Siberia, Chinese and Japanese aviation before 1937, American military activities in China between the world wars, the Allied occupations of Japan and Korea, and the Chinese Civil War after 1945.  As with other types of material at the Institute, however, the bulk of the library's holdings relating to East Asia concern World War II and the Korean War.
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