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NOTE:   US CIVIL AFFAIRS, SARREQUEMINES, FRANCE, 1944�45.








	When the US Seventh Army invaded southern France, Aug 1944, Maj Robert H. Bennett was one of the four officers assigned to its G�5 section.  In Oct 1944, a civil affairs detachment was assigned to the 44th Inf Div, including Maj Bennett, presumably in charge.  (He was later killed in action, Apr 1945)  See:





Coles, Harry L., and Weinberg, Albert K.  Civil Affairs:  Soldiers Become Governors.  In 	USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1964.  pp. 700 & 775.  D769A533v8pt6.





U.S. Army.  Seventh Army.  Report of Operations...in France and Germany, 1944�1945.  Vol III.  	Heidelberg, Ger:  Alys Graf, 1946.  p. 1052.  #03�7�1946.





         .  44th Inf Div.  Combat History, 44th Infantry Division, 1944�45.  Atlanta:  Love, 1946.  


	pp. 9�10 & 57.  #05�44�1946.








	The town of Sarreguemines was liberated, 6�12 Dec 1944, by units of the Third US Army, namely, the 35th Inf Div and elements of the 6th Arm Div.  The following sources describe the operation and includes a few pertinent photos:





Cole, H.M.  The Lorraine Campaign.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  Hist Div, Dept of Army 	1950.  655 p.  D769A533v3pt1.


		See index.





U.S. Army.  35th Inf Div.  Presenting the 35th Infantry Division in World War II.  Atlanta:  Love, 	1946.  5 pages, not numbered, mid�book.  #603�1 05�35�1946/2.





         .  37th Inf Reg.  Combat History of the 137th Infantry Regiment, World War II.  Baton 	Rouge, 	LA:  Army & Navy Pub, 1946.  pp. 61�67.  #603�137�1946.








	In late Dec 1944, Seventh Army assumed responsibility for the Sarreguemines area, replacing Third Army which had been diverted to the relief of Bastogne.  The 44th Inf Division, under XV Corps, having relieved the 35th Infantry Division by 22 Dec, remained in the sector until Mar 1945.  For a brief period, 21�27 Mar 1945, Seventh Army established its command post at Sarreguemines.  See:





U.S. Army.  114th Inf Rgt.  With the 114th in the ETO:  A Combat History.  Baton Rouge, LA:  	Army & Navy Pub, 1946.  pp. 64�69.  #603�114�1946.


�
US Civil Affairs, Sarrequemines, France, 1944�45.						p.2





         .  XV Corps.  After Action reports, Jul 1944�May 1945. mimeographed reports, various dates.  	Entries for 21�22 Dec 1944.  #04�15�1944.





	Daily summaries and other records of the civil affairs detachment at Sarreguemines should be 


in the custody of NARA.  Major Bennett's service record, if extant, is held at the National Personnel Records Center.  His record of course, would be subject to privacy law and policy restrictions.











See also:


� Heiser, Eugene.  La Tragedie Lorraine:  Sarreguemines, Saargemund, 1939�1945. Tome I.  n.p.:  	EditionsPierron,  1978.  315 p.  D762S29H44.


		See esp pp. 207�248.  Photo of Maj Bennett included in end section.


� NYT (6 Dec 1981):  p. 13.  Bibfile. 
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