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NOTE:    BRITISH 22D CHESHIRE REGT, 1763�1765 








	After the French and Indian War, Indians along the Ohio�Great Lakes Frontier took up the fallen French sword against the British colonies.  The British Army, reacting to colonial political pressure, planned a two�pronged campaign against the Ottawa Chief Pontiac and his allies.  Colonel Henry Bouquet moved west from Fort Pitt, while Major Arthur Loftus was ordered up the Mississippi from Pensacola via Bayou Manchac.  The latter was to assume the position of commandant of the former French post at Chartres, far north in Illinois.  Under terms of the Treaty of Paris, France had surrendered all territory east of the river to Britain.  Realizing the Indians had little respect for diplomatic solutions hammered out in Europe, the British were eager to make a show of military force in Illinois and assert their newly affirmed rights to free navigation on the Mississippi.





	A force of 320 men of the 22d Cheshire Regiment, 20 women and 17 children left New Orleans on 27 Feburary 1764 in ten 16�oared boats and two pirogues.  Three weeks later the expeditionary force, depleted by sickness and desertion, was ambushed at Davion's Bluff (later the site of Fort Adams) by not more than 30 Tunica Indians.  The two pirogues in advance were fired on from the thickets of the western shore and a private in the lead dugout canoe fell dead.  The fleet veered to the eastern shore, from which another volley ranked through the water�bound Britishers, who then returned to midstream and held steady.





	With six men killed and seven wounded and faced with unkown French and Indian treachery ahead, Loftus and his men returned to New Orleans.  In response to the defeat, Captain Philip Pittman moved his 22d Cheshire Force from Mobile to New Orleans, but made no move towards Chartres.  Major Robert Farmer's 34th Regiment marched overland from Mobile, encoutered strong hostile forces, and did not finally reach the Illinois post until December 1765.  See:
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See also:


� Shy, John.  Toward Lexington.  Princeton, NJ:  Univ Press, 1965.  463 p.  E210S5.


		On pp. 152�53 he cites a Library of Congress manuscript by Capt. Christopher French, "Journal of the Proceedings of His Majesty's 22d Regiment up the River Mississippi.
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