USAMHI








Ethnicity-Blacks

RefBranch

dv Feb 90, Jul 93

BLACK AMERICANS & U.S. ARMY
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

CONTENTS
Gen/Misc....p.1

Casualties....p.3

GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS
Alexander, Vern L.  "Black Opposition to Participation in American Military Engagements from the

American Revolution to Vietnam."  MA thesis, No TX State U, Denton, 1976.  121 p.  E185.61A5.

Ansel, Raymond B.  "From Segregation to Desegregation:  Blacks in the U.S. Army, 1703‑1954."  
Student paper, AWC, Feb 1990.  47 p.  Arch.



Concentrates on desgregation, 1948‑54.

Bogino, Charles H.  "Does Black Plus White Equal Green?  Army Times  (15 Sep 1988):  pp. 10‑11 
& 14.  Per.

Butler, John S.  "The Military as a Vehicle for Social Integration:  The Afro‑American Experience as 
Data."  Ethnicity, Integration, and the Military.  Boulder, CO:  Westview, 1991.  pp. 27‑50.  
U21.5E84.

Coffman, Edward M.  "The Blacks in American Military History."  Photocopied typescript of 
presentation at Military History Research Collection, 8 Mar 1973.  34 p.  MiscFiles.

Cox, Frank.  "Black Soldiers:  Proud History, Bright Future."  Soldiers (Feb 1990):  pp. 6‑11.  Per.



Brief look back and forward.

Davis, Lenwood G., and Hill, George.  Blacks in the American Armed Forces, 1776‑1983:  A 
Bibliography.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood, 1985.  198 p.  E183.63D38.

Donaldson, Gary.  Double V:  The History of African‑Americans in the Military.  Malabar, FL:  
Krieger, 1991.  182 p.  E185.63D66.

Black Americans & US Army







p.2
Dorn, Edwin.  "Race and the American Military:  Past and Present."  Ethnic Armies.  [Ed by N.F. 
Dreisziger]  Waterloo, Canada:  Laurier U, 1990.  pp. 89‑122.  UB416E85.

Foner, Jack D.  Blacks and the Military in American History.  NY:  Praeger, 1974.  278 p.  
E185.63F64.

Glick, Edward Bernard.  Soldiers, Scholars, and Society:  The Social Impact of the American 
Military.  Pacific Palisades, CA:  Goodyear, 1971.  144 p.  U21.5G56.



See Chap 3.

Greene, Robert Ewell.  Black Defenders of America, 1775‑1973.  Chicago:  Johnson, 1974.  416 p.  
E185.63G73.



Pictorial history.

Hawkins, Walter L.  African American Generals and Flag Officers.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland, 
1993.  265 p.  E181H38.



Biog sketches & photos.

Hughes, Langston, & Meltzer, Milton.  A Pictorial History of the Negro in America.  NY:  Crown, 
1956.  316 p.  E185H8.

Johnson, Charles Jr.  African American Soldiers in the National Guard:  Recruitment and 
Deployment....  Westport:  Greenwood, 1992.  215 p.  E185.63J59.

Johnson, Jesse J., ed.  The Black Soldier (Documented) (1619‑1815).  Hampton, VA:  Johnson, 1969.  
174 p.  E185.63J63.



Excerpts from docs.

_____.  ed.   A Pictorial History of Black Soldiers in the United States (1619‑1969) in Peace and 
War.  Hampton, VA:  Johnson, 1970.  108 p.  E185.63J64.

Maeder, Richard H.  "Negro Combat Potential Past and Future in the U.S. Army."  Student paper, 
AWC, Mar 1965.  50 p.  Arch.

McClure, S.S.  Rape, Riots and Rights.  n.p., n.p., Aug 1966.  68 p.  MiscFile.



Anti‑black polemic incls lengthy review of Afro‑Amer military record.

McGlone, John.  "Monuments and Memorials to Black Military History, 1775 to 1891."  MA thesis,

Middle TN State U, 1985.  355 p.  E185.63M33.

Mullen, Robert W.  Blacks in America's Wars:  The Shift in Attitudes from the Revolutionary War to 
Vietnam.  NY:  Monad, 1973.  96 p.  E185.63M77.

Nalty, Bernard C.  "The Black Serviceman and the Constitution."  The US Military under the 
Constitution.  [Ed by Richard Kohn]  NY:  NYU, 1991.  pp. 151‑71.  UB465U55.

Black‑Amer & US Army








p.3
_____.  Strength for the Fight:  A History of Black Americans in the Military.  NY:  Free Press, 
1986.  424 p.  E185.63N34.



Authoritative, documented survey.

Nelson, Keith L., ed.  The Impact of War on American Life.  NY:  Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
1971.  395 p.  E169.12N4.



See Chap 16, 35, 59 and 60.

Ploski, Harry A., and Brown, Roscoe C., Jr., comps.  The Negro Almanac.  NY:  Bellwether, 1967.  
1012 p.  E185P55.



See pp. 539‑71.

Woodward, Elon A., ed.  The Negro in the Military Service of the United States, 1639‑1886.  8 vols.  
Adj Gen's Office, 1888.  5 rolls.  Natl Arch Microcopy T‑823.  Micro.



Compilation of pertinent extracts from official records and other documents.

See also:
‑ Blacks & Rev War

‑ Early 19th Cent

‑ Civil War

‑ Late 19th Cent

‑ Span Amer War

‑ Early 20th Cent

‑ WWI

‑ Interwar

‑ WWII

‑ Since 1945

NOTE:  BLACK SOLDIER CASUALTIES (js 86)

REVOLUTIONARY WAR

Franklin (p. 135, cited below) says of the 300,000 soldiers who served in the Continental Army, about 5,000 were black.  Because most were integrated into white units, they are difficult to trace.  Official figures of Army, Navy and Marine battle deaths total 4,435, with the Army accounting for 4,044 of those.  If blacks made up 1/60th of the force, one can expect that they would have suffered about 1/60th of the battle deaths, namely, about 70.  But that conclusion is purely a supposition.  See:

Defense  (Sep 1982):  p. 46.  Per.

Franklin, John Hope.  From Slavery to Freedom.  NY:  Knopf, 1956.  639 p.  E185F825.
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WAR OF 1812

The same Defense issue (cited above) lists War of 1812 battle deaths of 2,260, of which 1,950 were incurred by the Army.  The major segregated black unit of the war was the Louisiana Battalion of Free Men of Color.  Unfortunately, the major history of the unit contains no casualty total.  See:

McConnell, Roland C.  Negro Troops of Antebellum Louisiana:  A History of the Battalion of Free 
Men of Color.  Baton Rouge:  LSU, 1968.  143 p.  UA220M3.

CIVIL WAR

Totals of Civil War black casualties that appear in several sources do not agree.  This source indicates about 180,000 blacks served in the Union Army with total losses of 68,178, which included 2,751 killed in action:

Cornish, Dudley T.  The Sable Arm.  NY:  Longmans, Green, 1956.  p. 288.  E540N3C77.

WORLD WAR I

Of the 380,000 blacks who served in the Army during World War I, only about 42,000 were assigned to combat duty.  The two major combat units were the 92d and 93d Divs.  Total casualties for the 92d were more than 2,100, with 176 killed in action.  The total casualties for the 93d amounted to more than 3,000, including 584 killed in action.  Reference:

Foner, Jack D.  Blacks and the Military in American History.  NY:  Praeger, 1974.  pp. 119 & 123.  
E185.63F64.


Another source (Bernard Nalty, Strength for the Fight, E185.63N34) notes that 750 blacks were killed in action (p. 123).

WORLD WAR II
KOREAN WAR
VIETNAM
 ‑ 5,217 blacks were killed in actions per DOD's U.S. Casualties in Southeast Asia (VN‑ Casualties/Strengths).  

 ‑ blacks accounted for 13% of all killed & wounded (Nalty, cited Above, p. 298).

