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NOTE:     U.S. BUILT AIRCRAFT ON FRENCH CARRIER BEARN, 1940.








	The French carrier Bearn had 106 American�built airplanes aboard  when she sailed from Halifax, Nova Scotia, Jun 1940.  The planes  were then transferred to a hillside near Fort�de�France, Martinique, where they deteriorated in the tropical climate.  At some unknown time before replacement of the island's Vicy government, the planes were deliberately damaged in anticipation of an U.S. invasion.  The liberation of Martinique, Jul 1943, found all aircraft unsuitable for flying and, apparently, beyond repair.  See:
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"Martinique:  Vicy's Outpost in America."  The War Illustrated 3 (27 Dec 1940).  p. 681.  Per.


			Incls photo of immobilized planes.





Morison, Samuel E.  The Battle of the Atlantic.  Boston:  Little, Brown, 1948.  pp. 31�33.  D773M6v.1.





Pertinax (pseudonym).  The Gravediggers of France.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, Doran, 1944.  	pp. 244 & 531.  D761G462.





Rauch, Basil.  Roosevelt:  From Munich to Pearl Harbor.  NY:  Creative, 1950.  pp. 277�79.  	E807R3.
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			Incls photo of extensively damaged planes.
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On the general subject of U.S. aid to France, WWII, see:





Haight, John M., Jr.  American Aid to France, 1938�40.  NY:  Atheneum, 1970.  278 p.  E183.8F8H17.





Vigneras, Marcel.  Rearming the French.  In USAWWII series.   Wash, DC:  Office, Chief Mil Hist, 1957.  444 p.  D769A533v.8pt.3.
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