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NOTE:	   ATTITUDES TOWARD INDIANS











	Evidence of officer attitudes toward Indians can be found in the personal papers of Eugene A. Carr, George S. Crook, Luther P. Bradley, Benjamin Grierson, Nicholas Nolan, William Paulding, Edward S. Godfrey, Ranald Mackenzie, Simon Snyder, Marion Maus, Matthew F. Steele, S.B.M. Young and others, as well as in the 400 or so document folders of the Order of Indian Wars Veterans Assoc.





	Two specific cases come to mind.  One is the adoption by the S.B.M.Youngs of an Indian waif; The other is the quandary of Anson Mills concerning an Indian child whose mother he had slain at the Battle of Slim Buttes.  See pp. 171�72 of Anson Mills, My Story (Wash, DC:  Adams, 1918; E181M7).





	Consider, too, the wives' contraposed descriptions of post Indians, wavering between the cliche extremes of "child�like" and "fearsome� looking."  Examples of this vacillation are legion.  As an example, see Alice Blackwood Baldwin, An Army Wife on the Frontier (Salt Lake City:  Univ of UT Lib, 1975; F594B17A33), pp. 77�79.  If one can believe the accounts, the agent of change from child to fiend was usually alcohol.





	It would be interesting to create a composite of the stereotypical post Indian found in the memoirs��thieving and mendicant (starving), quiet and skulking (culturally dislocated), superstitious (religious), generous, imperious, dirty, etc.  











See also:


Vaughan, Alden T.  "From White Man to Redskin:  Changing Anglo�American Perceptions of the 	American Indian."  Amer Hist Rev 87 (Oct 1982):  pp. 917�53.  Per.





Smith, Sherry L.  The View from Officers' Row:  Army Perceptions of Western Indians.  Tucson:  U 	of AZ, 1990.  263 p.  E78W5S64. 


		Analysis of letters & diaries of officers & wives.
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