USAMHI







Philippines - Insurrection

js Oct 70, dv May 88

THE BALANGIGA AFFAIR, 1901‑02
A Bibliography of MHI Sources


On 28 Sep 1901, the supposedly friendly villagers of Balangiga, Samar, in the Philippine Islands, launched a surprise attack on its U.S. Army garrison ,  virtually wiping out Company C, 9th Infantry.  The Army's retaliation measures included actions that resulted in the courts-martial of two  field commanders.


Brig Gen Jacob Smith, USA,  and Major Littleton Waller, USMC, underwent separate courts-martial for their roles in the suppressive campaign of Nov 1901‑Jan 1902, specifically the murder of 11 native guides and the use of torture.  Smith commanded the Sixth Separate Brigade, which included a battalion of Marines under Waller.  At their trials both officers maintained that they had followed orders.  Waller's court martial acquitted him but Smith's found him guilty, for which he was admonished and retired from the service.  Sources:
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