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NOTE:   END OF THE "BROWN‑SHOE" ARMY

To some old soldiers, the color of regulation footwear symbolized two different armies.  During the mid‑1950s, the US Army radically restructured into a pentomic configuration while modernizing its uniforms.  The official transition from the old brown to the new green (AG‑44) service uniform began in Sep 1956.  Although appro‑ priate regulations were promulgated that month, an earlier directive specifically authorized wear of black low quarter shoes beginning on Sep 1st.  Authorized wear of the old olive drab (OD‑33) uniform continued the transition period, but with black shoes and boots, not the former russet or "brown" footwear.  See:

U.S. Dept of Army.  Clothing and Equipage;  Wearing of Black Shoes and Socks.  Circular 670‑5, 
Jul 1956.  1 p.  Circ.

         .  Logistics (General);  Wool, OD‑33 Clothing.  Circular 700‑12, Mar 1956.  4 p.  Circ.

         .  Uniform and Insignia:  Dyeing of Boots, Combat, Russet Color.  Circular 670‑22, Jan 1958.  
1 p.  Circ.

         .  Uniform and Insignia, Male Personnel.  Army Reg 670‑5, Sep 1956.  Paras 27, 38, 43, 55 
& 77‑78.  AR.


The transition period ended as existing stocks of olive drab clothing were depleted.  AR 670‑5 (Sep 1959) authorized no olive drab uniform for active Army enlisted personnel after Oct 1960, although a few later editions of the regulation continued to authorize the OD's for various reserve personnel.


A more‑or‑less official explanation of why the Army changed to the green service uniform appears in Army Information Digest (Jan 1955), pp. 10‑16.  A definition of the term "brown‑shoe Army" appears in Dictionary of Soldier Talk by John Elting et al (NY:  Scribner's, 1984;  Ref).

