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NOTE:
   CHANGEOVER FROM BLUE TO KHAKI AND OLIVE DRAB, 1898‑1912

The Army's uniform changeover from its traditional dark blue to the new khaki and olive drab began during the Span‑Amer War and continued until the eve of WWI.  Although certain events and announcements mark the progress of the changeover, at no given time from 1898 to 1912 was the Army outfitted entirely in one uniform or the other.  It should not be surprising, then, to find mixtures of old and new uniforms in photos of troops at the same garrison during this transition.


Khaki clothing for field service was first authorized for officers on 9 May 1898, a scant two weeks after war had been declared against Spain.  However, troops in tropical areas received no issue of khaki clothing until 1899.  For several years following, various khaki materials were issued as tropical and summer uniforms, including expedient khaki‑colored woolen shirts.  Eventually, a suitable, lightweight material remained part of the uniform.


Meanwhile, adoption of olive drab clothing progressed too.  It was one of several major uniform changes decided upon and promulgated in 1902.  Officers could purchase olive drab clothing that year, but enlisted personnel received no OD's until the extensive stocks of older blue and experimental khaki‑colored clothing were depleted.  Although the issue of the new OD's began in 1906 ‑‑ four years after official adoption ‑‑ dark blue clothing continued to be issued and worn until as late as 1912.  Of course, throughout this period, as now, the dress uniforms of both officer and enlisted personnel remained the traditional blue.  
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