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TRIBUTE NOTE:  9th and 10th Cavalry, U.S. Regiment

BUFFALO SOLDIERS

African Americans have fought in all of America's conflicts, but the buffalo soldiers of the United States Cavalry have captured the most attention and symbolize the finest traditions of the black soldier. 


Although the 10th U.S. Cavalry Regiment bears the buffalo on its insignia, its sister regiment the 9th Cavalry shares equally the use of the term "buffalo soldier."  Both units were born in the post‑Civil War reorganization of the U.S. Army, when Congress authorized the creation of new regiments for the peacetime establishment to include those "which shall be composed of colored men."  Out of this came the unique black units of the Regular Army (including the 24th and 25th Infantry Regiments) whose special status and traditions continued for the next three‑ quarters of a century, until the mid 1950s.


The term "buffalo soldiers" came from Cheyenne warriors who first encountered these black men in blue uniforms, whose dark skin and thick hair resembled the buffalo.  The initial strangeness turned to respect all across the Trans‑Mississippi West over the course of the following decades, as the buffalo soldiers participated in most of the campaigns against hostile tribes, earning themselves battle honors and no less than 18 Medals of Honor for individual heroism.


In addition to their fine combat record, the buffalo soldiers steadfastly performed the other duties associated with garrison life on the western frontier.  Despite its dreariness, hardships, boredom, and fatigue, they had the lowest desertion rate of the frontier Army‑‑and on $13.00 a month, meals, and roof if available. 


 It should be noted, too, that their outstanding service record was achieved in the face of constant racial prejudice and discrimination.  Illustrating this is the fact that during this period the officers of black regiments were invariably white.  One of them, by the way, was John J. Pershing, who later led the American Expeditionary Force in World War I and became Army Chief of Staff, 1921‑24, and whose famous nickname "Black Jack" arose during his service in the 1890s with the buffalo soldiers of the 10th Cavalry.


After the Indian campaigns, the buffalo soldiers continued their outstanding service during the Spanish‑American War, in the Philippine Islands, and along the Mexican border.  They served in North Africa during World War II, but after the war both regiments disappeared along with all of the horse cavalry, victims of mechanization and progress.  In 1957, however, the 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments were resurrected as historic parent regiments for combat battalions of armored cavalry.  They carried forward the rich traditions and heritage of the buffalo soldiers into the Vietnam conflict and continue to do so in the 1990s.

