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NOTE:    U.S. MOTORCYCLE UNITS, WWII








	A cycle battalion was activated at Ft Benning on 10 Oct 1941 as an experimental unit to conduct tests related to airborne troops.  See pp. 6�7, 20 & 90�94 of John T. Ellis' The Airborne Command and Center:  Army Ground Forces Study No 25 (AGF Hist Sec, 1946; D769.1A52no25).  A brief description of the battalion appears on p. 72 of Infantry Journal (Jan 1942).  Army Reg 672�1, Unit Citation and Campaign Participation Credit Register (Jul 1961) shows nothing for the 88th Abn Inf Bn.  Nor do files of Org Hist Br, CMH, indicate the unit ever engaged in combat or went overseas.  TOE 7�35, dated 1 Aug 1944, and 7�35T, dated 16 Dec 1944, include neither bicycles nor motorcycles.





	Motorcycles disappeared from the armored division tables of organization and equipment after Mar 1942 and did not reappear until publication of TO&E 17 N in Oct 1948, which authorized only six motorcycles in the div, specifically its MP company.  This absence of motorcycles from armored unit TOE's is reflected in the absence of motorcyclle references in wartime eds of the 17�series field manuals.  It appears that the jeep (Utility Truck, 1/4�ton, 4x4) replaced the motorcycle, as intimated in the following report:





U.S. War Dept.  "Final Report of Maj. Gen. George A. Lynch:  A Summary of Infantry 


	Developments...," 30 Apr 1941.  pp. 9 & 12� 13.  UA28A6.








	Supporting evidence for this demise of the motorcycle in the wartime US Armored Force appears on pp. 140�141 of The Armored Force Comand and Center:  Study No 27, prepared by Hist Sec of Army Ground Forces in 1946 (D769.1A52no27).  It notes that motorcycle drivers and mechanics courses terminated by 1943.





	On the other hand, 1943�1945 photos unquestionably depict motorcycles in use by armored unit personnel.  Possibly, these were authorized by special tables of allowance or some other source of authority.  Then again, perhaps there was no authority, just improvisation, which often occurs in the field during wartime.





	One vehicle expert, Fred Crismon, U.S. Military Wheeled Vehicles (Sarasota, FL:  Crestline, 1983; UC343C74), makes no mention of armored unit motorcycles.  Instead, he opines that "the military police were about the only element using motorcycles" in the war (p. 15).
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	A search in our wartime eds of MP TOE's (19�series) uncovered no ed earlier than 1943 and no motorcycles in the 1943 or later eds of field MP units.  The 1945 post, camp or station MP company, however, was authorized a maximum of either 16 motorcycles or 16 jeeps, depending on type of MP unit activated.  See TOE 19�217, 26 Jan 1945, and TOE 20�211T, 20 Mar 1946; the latter authorized 25 motorcycles in a constabulary rgt.





	Motorcycles were authorized also in the wartime abn div, albeit late.  Whereas TOE 71, 1 Aug 1944, allowed two such vehicles in the abn div, the 16 Dec 1944 ed substantially increased the number to an amazing 260.  The increase may have reflected not only combat experience undergone by the airborne divisions but also the production and procurement of an extra light motorcycle model, which constituted nearly all of the increase in the division's allowance.





	Incidentally, the total number of motorcycles procured by the Ordnance Dept during the war appears on pp. 8 & 42�43 in the draft chapter "Procurement" by Richard H. Crawford and Lindsley F. Cook, which is part of an unpublished Statistics vol in the official series United States Army in World War II (RefColl).  See also pp. 25 & 27 from another chap, "Lend Lease" by Theodore E. Whiting and others in the same vol.  These statistics show about two�thirds of the over 100,000 motorcycles acquired were "lend leased" to chiefly the British and Russians.  Additionally, of the nearly 650,000 jeeps procured, only about one�third were sent to Allied armies via lend lease.  It thus calculates that 463,000 jeeps and 35,000 motorcycles remained for US use, a 13:1 ratio that reflects the preeminence of the jeep.
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