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ANGLO-AMERICAN DECISION

Apparently no detailed operational plan was ever prepared for the Anglo‑American capture of Berlin.  By spring 1945, when its capture became plausible, Soviet offensives from the east undercut the military necessity for such Anglo‑American action, leaving the matter to historical hindsight and speculation.  See:

Ambrose, Stephen E.  Eisenhower and Berlin, 1945:  The Decision to Halt at the Elbe.  NY:  Norton, 
1967.  119 p.  D755.7A45.

_____.  The Supreme Commander:  The War Years of General Dwight D. Eisenhower.  Garden City,

NY:  Doubleday, 1970.  732 p.  E836A83.



See Chap 19.

Blumenson, Martin.  “The Problem of Berlin.”  In Heroes Never Die:  Warriors and Warfare in 

World War II.  NY:  Cooper Square, 2001.  pp. 561-73.  D743B58.

Bradley, Omar N.  A Soldier's Story.  NY:  Holt, 1951.  pp. 535‑537.  D756B7.

Churchill, Winston S.  Triumph and Tragedy.  Boston:  Houghton, 1953.  800 p.  D743C45.



See Chap 8.

Chuikov, Vasli I.  The Fall of Berlin.  NY:  Holt, 1967.  261 p.  D764C483713.

Ehrman, John.  Grand Strategy.  Vol. VI.  London:  HMSO, 1956.  pp. 131‑151.  D743B83v.6.

Eisenhower, Dwight D.  Crusade in Europe.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1960.  559 p.  D743E52.



See Chap 20, esp pp. 396‑397.

_____.  The Papers of Dwight David Eisenhower:  The War Years.  Vol. IV.  Baltimore:  


Johns Hopkins, 1970.  Chap 27.  E836A2.10.1970v.4.
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_____.  Report by the Supreme Commander to the Combined Chiefs of Staff on the Operations in 
Europe of the Allied Expeditionary Force, 6 June 1944 to 8 May 1945.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 
1946.  pp. 105‑107.  D756A24.

Feis, Herbert.  Churchill, Roosevelt, Stalin:  The War They Waged and the Peace They Sought.  
Princeton, NJ:  Princeton, 1957.  692 p.  D748F4.



See index.

Hansen, Chester B.  Papers.  Arch.



Wartime aide to Gen Bradley.

MacDonald, Charles B.  The Last Offensive.  In the series USAWWII.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1973.  
pp. 339‑343.  D769A533v.3pt.9.

Minott, Rodney G.  The Fortress That Never Was:  The Myth of Hitler's Bavarian Stronghold.  NY:  Holt, 1964.  208 p.  D7579B3M5.

Nelson, Daniel J.  Wartime Origins of the Berlin Dilemma.  Tuscaloosa, AL:  U AL, 1978.  219 p.

DD881N37.

North, John.  North‑West Europe, 1944‑5:  The Achievement of 21st Army Group.  London:  HMSO, 
1953.  270 p.  D759.2.21st.N67.  

Pogue, Forrest C.  The Supreme Command.  In the series USAWWII.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1954.  
607 p.  D769A533v.3pt.4.



See Chap 23.

_____.  "The Decision to Halt at the Elbe."  Command Decisions.  [Ed by Kent Roberts Greenfield]

Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1960.  pp. 479‑492.  D769A533v.13.

Smith, Walter Bedell.  Eisenhower's Six Great Decisions (Europe 1944‑1945).  NY:  Longmans, 
1956.  Chap 6.  D756S55.

Strawson, John.  The Battle of Berlin.  NY:  Scribner's Sons, 1974.  Chap 8.  D757.9B4S87.

Weinberg, Gerhard L.  “Stalingrad and Berlin:  Fighting in Urban Terrain.”  In Soldiers in Cities:

Military Operations on Urban Terrain.  Carlisle Barracks, PA:  SSI, 2001.  pp. 17-28.  U413R32S643.

Whiting, Charles.  The End of War, Europe:  April 15‑May 23, 1945.  NY:  Stein, 1973.  Chap 1.  
D755.7W46.

Ziemke, Earl F.  Stalingrad to Berlin:  The German Defeat in the East.  In the Army Historical Series. 
Wash, DC:  OCMH 1968.  Chap XXI.  D764Z493.
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NEAREST U.S. UNIT


George Patton's Third Army came closest to the German capital that spring.  See Third Army histories, in particular the 3‑vol After Action Report (03‑3‑1945/2), which includes maps on its route

across Germany.  The map on p. 357, Vol. I, indicates that the closest Third Army came to Berlin was the town of Geringswalde, about 50 kilometers southeast of Leipzig and at least 175 kilometers from the capital.  The 6th Arm Div was in the Geringswalde area 19 ‑ 21 April.  See also:

Combat History of the 6th Armored Division in the European Theater of Operations, 18 July 1944 ‑ 


8 May 1945.  Yadkinville, NC:  Ripple, n.d.  #05‑6AR‑1945/3.

SOVIET CAPTURE OF BERLIN
Chuikov, Vasili I.  The Fall of Berlin.  Trans from Russian.  NY:  Holt, 1967.  261 p.  D764C483713.

Gosztony, Peter.  Der Kampf um Berlin, 1945:  in Augenzeugen‑berichten.  Dusseldorf, Germany:

Rauch, 1970.  422 p.  D757.9B4G6.

Haupt, Werner.  Berlin 1945:  Hitler Letzte Schlacht.  Rastatt, Ger:  Pabel, 1963.  207 p.  WC#15‑532.

Kuby, Erich.  The Russians and Berlin, 1945.  NY:  Hill and Wang, 1968.  372 p.  D757.9B4K813.

Ryan, Cornelius.  The Last Battle.  NY:  Simon & Schuster, 1966.  571 p.  D757.9B4R9.

Strawson, John.  The Battle for Berlin.  NY:  Scribner's, 1974.  182 p.  D757.9B4S87.

Studnitz, Hans‑Georg Von.  While Berlin Burns:  The Diary of Hans‑Georg Von Studnitz, 1943-1945. Trans from German.  London:  Weidenfeld, 1964.  290 p.  D811.5.S813.1964b.

Tully, Andrew.  Berlin:  Story of a Battle, April‑May 1945.  NY:  Simon, 1963.  304 p.  D757.9B4T8.

Willemer, Wilhelm.  "The German Defense of Berlin."  Typescript, US Army Europe's Foreign 
Military Study P‑136, May 1951.  105 p.  FMS.

Zhukov, Georgi K.  Marshal Zhukov's Greates Battles.  Ed by Harrison E. Salisbury.  NY:  Harper, 
1969.  304 p.  D764Z487.
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Ziemke, Earl F.  The Battle for Berlin:  End of the Third Reich.  NY:  Ballantine, 1968.  160 p.  
D757.9B4Z5.

_____.  "The Soviets' Lost Opportunity:  Berlin in February 1945."  Mil Rev  49 (Jun 1969):  


pp. 45‑53.  Per.

NOTE:  The first Russian artillery shells fell in Berlin at 1130 hrs, 21 April, according to Ryan's Last Battle (cited above, p. 417).  The exact hour when the first Russian soldier stepped into the city is not known, but street fighting commenced on the 22d, according to these sources:

U.S. Military Academy.  The War in Eastern Europe (June 1941 to May 1945).  West point, NY, 
1949.  p. 139.  D764U5.

Willemer, Wilhelm.  "The German Defense of Berlin."  Type‑script, USAREUR Foreign Military 
Study P‑36, 1953.   p. 8.  FgnMS.

