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OPERATION VARSITY, 24 MAR 1945
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources


The largest single-day airborne assault of the war, employing more than 3,000 transport planes and towed gliders, in conjunction with the British 21st Army Group crossing the Rhine River near Wesel.
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GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS
Breuer, William B.  Storming Hitler's Rhine:  The Allied Assault, February-March 1945.  NY:  St. 
Martin's 1985.  308 p.  D757.9R5B74.

Freidheim, Eric.  "Rhineland Rendezvous."  Air Force  28 (May 1945):  pp. 4-6, 28 & 58.  Per.

Gaither, Ridgley, & Forster, Greg.  "Biggest Wartime Airdrop."  Mil Hist  (Apr 1994):


pp. 38-44.  Per.



Interview w/Gaither, cmdt of USA Parachute School, who jumped in Opn Varisty.

Gavin, James M.  Airborne Warfare.  Wash, DC:  Inf Journal, 1947.  pp. 131-37.  D769.345G3.

Huston, James A.  Out of the Blue:  U.S. Airborne Operations in World War II.  West Lafayette,


IN:  Purdue Univ Studies, 1972.  pp. 211-16.  D769.345H87.

MacDonald, Charles B.  The Last Offensive.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1973.


532 p.  D769A533v3pt9.



See pp. 309-15 & Map XII.

Operation VARSITY









p.2

U.S. Air Force.  Hist Div.  Airborne Operations:  World War II and Korean War.  Wash, DC, 1962.


pp. 79-94.  D769.345A53.

U.S. Army Air Forces.  IX Troop Carrier Cmd.  Tactical and Non Tactical Operations During the 
Final Phase of the War in Europe, Including Operation "Varsity."  Report, Jun 1945.  135 p., 
foldout charts.  UH10.2.19thTC.U64.

ALLIED COMMANDS
Allied Forces.  First Allied Airborne Army.  Operation Varsity.  Report, 19 May 1945.  75 p.


D756.5R45A3.

________.  "Narrative of Operation Varsity, 24 March 1945."  Mimeo, 31 Mar 1945.  15 p.  
D756.5R45A3.

Gavin, James M.  "Airborne Army's First Test."  2 pts.  Inf Jrnl  62 (Jan 1948):  pp. 22-30 and 
(Feb 1948):  pp. 39-46.  Per.

Miley, William M.  Papers.  Arch.



Incl pertinent folder and reports.

Ridgway, Matthew B.  "An Airborne Corps Operations."  Mil Rev  25 (Nov 1945):  pp. 14-16.  Per.

Supreme HQ Allied Exped Force.  A-3 Div.  "Report of Allied Air Opns in Preparation for Opns 
Plunder & Varsity."  ETO, 1945.  11 p.  D763N4R36.

U.S. Army.  XVIII Abn Corps.  "Mission Accomplished:  A Summary of Military Operations of


the 18th Corps (Airborne) in the European Theater of Operations, 1944-1945."  Schwerin, 
Ger, 1945.  pp. 16-21.  #04-18-1945/2.

_____.  "Summary of Ground Forces Participation in Opn Varisity."  Report, Apr 1945.  14 p., 7 
foldouts.  D756.5R45S85.

U.S. Army Air Forces.  IX Troop Carrier Cmd.  Tactical and Non-Tactical Operations During the 
Final Phase of the War in Europe, Including Operation "Varsity."  Report, Jun 1945.  135 p., 
foldout charts.  UH10.219thU64.

_____.  Field Order No. 5 for Opn Varsity, 16 Mar 45.  D763N4F43.
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ALLIED DIVISIONS:
Bressler, Dean M.  "Airborne '44."  Assembly  (Mar 1995):  pp. 21- 26 & 38.  Per.



Memoir of 2d Lt in 17th Abn Div.

Pay, D.R.  Thunder From Heaven:  Story of the 17th Airborne Division, 1943-1945.  Birmingham,


MI:  Boots, 1947.  pp. 31-43.  #05-17.1947.

U.S. Army.  17th Abn Div.  The Talon Crosses the Rhine.  n.p., 1945.  23 p.  #05-17.1945.

_______.  "17th Airborne Division Historical Report of Operation Varsity."  Mimeo, 1945.


120 p.  #05-17.1945.

OTHER ALLIED UNITS
Myer, Samuel C.  " 'Varsity's Organic Artillery."  Field Arty Jrnl  35 (Nov 1945):  pp. 673-76.  Per.

Schorr, David P., Jr.  "Airborne Assault Crossing of the Rhine."  Mil Rev  28 (Jun 1948):  


pp. 48-55.  Per.



17th Abn Div's 194th Glider Inf.

Wolfe, Martin.  Green Light!  Men of the 81st Troop Carrier Squadron Tell Their Story.  Phila:


U PA, 1989.  498 p.  UH10.25/81stTC/W64.



See chaps 20-21.

GERMAN UNITS
Fiebig, Heinz.  "The 84th Infantry Division During the Fight from Reichwald to Wesel."


Typescript, 25 Apr 1948.  USAREUR Foreign Mil Study B-843.  pp. 14-19a.  FgnMS Coll.

Meindl, Eugen.  "II Paratroop Corps (10 Mar - 5 May 45)."  USAREUR Foreign Mil Study 


B-674.  USAREUR.  19 p.  FgnMS Coll.



German hq vicinity of assault area.

See also:

- Foreign Mil Studies Index 
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VARIOUS SPECIAL ASPECTS
Eldridge, Justin C.  "Defense on the Rhine."  Mil Intell  (Jan/Mar 1995):  pp. 38-44.  Per.



Failure of German intell.

