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NOTE:    SECOND FRONT CONTROVERSY, 1942‑1944

Americans, eager to show their mettle and fearing a long war in the Pacific, endorsed the idea of quick invasion in Sep or Oct 1942 (Operation SLEDGEHAMMER) if the Russians were on the verge of collapse.  Otherwise, the Americans believed a full‑scale invasion of France could be launched by Apr 1943 at the latest (Operation ROUNDUP).


Because of Churchill's persuasive influence over Roosevelt, the Allies compromised by invading first North Africa and then Sicily.  The American military hierarchy did not look with favor on this diversionary plan, preferring to hit the Germans head‑on in France.  While the British were concerned with protecting their sphere of influence in the Mediterranean, Americans by 1943 foresaw the danger of a Soviet move into Western Europe when the German invasion of Russia failed.


In 1942 the Russians, of course, wanted France invaded as soon as possible, in order to draw off German forces from the Eastern front.  Stalin seemed to assume that rising American power would allow Roosevelt and his staff to overrule Churchill.


Generally accepted historical opinion is that invasion in 1942 would have been fraught with danger, since Americans had only three and a half divisions available for the job, but that a 1943 assault may have been successful.  Because the invasion was delayed until 1944, one can argue, as do the revisionists, that OVERLORD was intended as both military boost and political check to Russia.  See:
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