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NOTE:    FIRST TO ENTER ROME, 4 JUN 1944








	The following units were among the first to enter Rome:





	   VI Corps 	


		- CCA & CCB, 1st Arm Div





	   II Corps 


		- 88th Cav Recon Troop, 88th Inf Div


		- 1st Special Service Force


		- Task Force Howze's 13th Arm Regt (detached from 1st Arm Div)


		- Task Force Howze's 701st Tank Dest Bn (detached from 1st Arm Div)


		- Task Force Howze's 1st Bn, 7th Inf Regt (detached from 3d Inf Div)








	A patrol from the 88th Cav Recon Troop entered Rome along Via Prenestina at daybreak on 4 Jun, but then withdrew to await reinforcements.  At about 0800 elements of the 1st Special Service Force entered the city limits with a crowd of newspaper correspondents.  At 1530 Task Force Howze entered the city to capture the Tiber bridges.  All these units were under the operational control of II Corps.  Meanwhile, VI Corps units deployed as follows:  CCA, 1st Arm Div passed through the Porta San Giovanni into the inner city by 1800 hrs, but CCB met more resistance along the Tiber.  Co A, 13th Arm Regt of CCB managed to break free and advance to Rome's outskirts by 1330.  Late in the afternoon, 2d Bn, 6th Arm Inf entered Rome from Highway 7, while the rest of CCB skirted the city to the south to capture two major crossings of the Tiber just outside Rome.  See:





Fisher, Ernest F., Jr.  Cassino to the Alps.  In USAWWII series.   Wash, DC:  CMH, 1977. 


	pp. 214�220.  D769A533v11pt4.








	Company A, 13th Arm Regt, and a platoon of Co A, 701st TD Bn of CCB and CCA, respectively, entered Rome at dusk.  The 81st Arm Recon Bn, elements of which were assigned to both CCA and CCB, arrived at the southern limits of the city at about 1615.  Task Force Howze, comprised chiefly of elements of the 1st Arm Div � but attached to II Corps � penetrated far into the city from its eastern edge at the same time.  At 0715 Sergeant Chester Abner's leading tank from Co H, 13th Arm Regt (Task Force Howze) had entered the city on Highway 6, "the point a patrol from the 88th Recon Troop later claimed to have reached at 0800."  See:





Howe, George F.  The Battle History of the 1st Armored Division.  Wash, DC:  Combat Forces Press, 	1954.  pp. 343�44.  #05�1AR� 1954.








�
First to Enter Rome										p.2








	As a part of Task Force Howze, 1st Bn, 7th Inf Regt was the first full combat unit of the Allied armies to enter Rome, moving into the city during the afternoon of June.  Note:  Neither Fisher, pp. 152� 153, nor Howe, p. 330, lists this battalion as an element of Task Force Howze, but there is no question it fought very near the TF on 4 June.  See Fisher, p. 212, and





Taggart, Donald G., ed.  History of the Third Infantry Division in World War II.  Wash, DC:  Inf Jrnl 


	Press, 1947.  p. 184.  #05�3�1947.








	At 1330 hrs 4 Jun, Co A, 13th Arm Regt was sent on to the south outskirts of Rome, where it and other elements of CCB gained control of Tiber bridges in the southern part of the city.  At midnight, 4�5 Jun, CCA was in the center city and CCB at the south gates.  See: 





U.S. Army.  Fifth Army.  Fifth Army History.  Pt V:  The Drive to Home.  Milan:  Pizzi & Dizio, 	n.d.  pp. 161�63.  #03�5�1947v5.








	At 0800 4 Jun the first American troops reached the outskirts, but actual entry into the city was delayed until early afternoon when elements of the 1st Arm and 36th Inf Divs moved in simultaneously.  See:





U.S. Dept of Army.  Hist Div.  Anzio Beachhead.  In American Forces in Action series.  Wash, DC, 	1948.  p. 122.  #04� 6�1948.








	On 4 Jun troops of II Corps entered and firmly secured the city, according to A Brief History, II Corps.  n.p., n.d.  p. 49 (#04�2�1945).





	CPT Taylor Radcliffe, 1st Spec Serv Force, apparently was the first Allied soldier to set foot in Rome.  A battalion of the U.S. 3d Inf Div, which outflanked the Germans holding up 1st Spec Serv Force, claims to have been the first full Allied combat unit into the city.   According to





Kurzman, Ron.  The Race for Rome.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1975.  pp. 364 & 386. 


	D763I82R628.
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