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NOTE:    UNITS INFLICTING MOST CASUALTIES, OKINAWA

This research resulted from an inquiry about the  96th Div having achieved the "record" of  having killed the most enemy in a single day during World War II.


The Guinness Book of World Records, 1977 ed, does not include any category for  most enemy killed by a particular unit, nor did we find any such official compilation or comparison of casualties inflicted by units.  The raw statistics upon which to make such distinctions might be found in journals and other retired unit records in the custody of National Archives.  Possibly, comparative data can be found in  records of the higher commands under which the 96th Division served, i.e., XXIV Corps and Tenth Army.  For example, the following report (which happens to be in our unit history collection) contains some data and a time‑chart on total number of enemy dead in the Ryukyus campaign:


U.S. Tenth Army.  "Action Report, Ryukyus, 26 Mar to 30 Jun1945."  Vol 1.  Report,  3 Sep 1945.  pp. 9‑II‑1 & 9‑II‑2.  #03‑10‑1945v.1.


Listed below are some of the sources searched.  The official histories do not mention highest casualties inflicted by the 96th, nor do the various official summaries of the division's service.  Kahn's brief account emphasizes the division's reputation for proficient marksmanship, noting 7,000 total "kills" on Leyte and 20,000 on Okinawa.  The narrative portion of the division's unofficial history, The Deadeyes, p. 190, contains this description of the 21 Jun 1945 assault on Medeera Ridge in the Yaeju‑Dake hill mass of Okinawa:  "Although the 21st had not been a day of violent action, mopping up on that single day netted the amazing total of 1,347 Japs known killed."  In the book's end section (pp. 307-08), among various reprinted newspaper articles, these statements appear:


Rolfe, (Iowa) Arrow ‑ "Statistics of the Battle [on Okinawa] Tell the story.  The 96th killed more Japs than any other division on the island ‑ Marine or Army."


Buffalo Courier Express ‑ "The 96th... ended World War II witha record crediting it with killing more of the enemy in one day than any division in U.S. Army history....  In the final stages of the island fight, the 96th marked up a record for a single day's hunting more than 1,800 Japanese were killed on the Yaeju‑Dake escarpment.

The important question is, of course, on what source did the Courier Express rely?  See:

Appleman, Roy E., and others.  Okinawa:  The Last Battle.  In the series USAWWII.  Wash, DC:  
Hist Div, Dept of Army, 1948.  509 p.  D769A533v.2pt.1.

Cannon, M. Hamlin.  Leyte:  The Return to the Philippines.  In the series USAWWII.  Wash, DC:  
OCMH, 1954.  419 p.  D769A533v2pt5. 
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Davidson, Orlando R., et al.  The Deadeyes:  The Story of the 96th Infantry Division.  Wash, DC:  
Infantry Journal Press, 1947.  310 p.  #05‑96‑1947.



See esp pp. 190 & 307‑308.

Kahn, E.J., and McLemore, Henry.  Fighting Divisions.  Wash, DC:  Infantry Journal Press, 1946.  
pp. 131‑132.  Ref.

U.S. Army Ground Forces.  Office of Technical Information.  Fact sheet on the 96th Infantry 
Division."  Wash, DC:  AGF, 28 Jul 1945.  Ref.

U.S. Army.  Tenth Army.  "After Action, Ryukyus...," cited above, p. 7‑III‑34.

U.S. Dept of Army.  Historical Division.  Combat Chronicle:  An Outline History of U.S. Army 
Divisons.  Wash, DC:  DA, n.d.  p. 81.  Ref.

         .  Office of the Chief of Military History.  Order of Battle of the United States Army Ground 
Forces in World War II, Pacific Theater of Operations.  Wash, DC:  DA, 1959.  pp. 628‑637. 
RefRm.

Williams, Mary H.  Chronology, 1941‑1945.  In the series USAWWII.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1960.  
660 p.  D769A533v.8pt.5.


Not on file are two pertinent items cited by C.E. Dornbusch, Histories, Personal Narratives, United States Army:  A Checklist (Cornwallville, NY:  Hope Farm Press, 1967):  

96th Infantry Division, 1942‑1944.  San Francisco:  A. Carlisle& Co, 1944.  41 p.

"96th Infantry Division, Ryukyu Campaign Action Report."  Mimeo, 1945.

