USAMHI









Air‑Pre1941

HistServices

23 Oct 01

U.S. AIR OPERATIONS, WWI
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

CONTENTS

Pre-US Entry…..p.1

Lafayette Escadrille….p.2

US Air Service, WWI….p.4

PRE-US ENTRY

During WWI, before entry of U.S. in Apr 1917, individual Americans had volunteered as pilots in the air forces of Britain and France.  Canada, by the way, did not create a separate air branch of put distinctive air squadrons into combat; instead, more than 4,000 Canadians served individually as pilots in the British Royal Air Force.  In addition to Canadians, the RAF also recruited U.S. citizens‑‑unofficially, of course.  After America's entry, an RAF recruiting office opened in New York City.


A search did not pinpoint the exact number of American pilots who served in the Royal Air Force.   The Final Report of Chief of Air Service states that 216 U.S. Army pilots were sent to the RAF after Apr 1917.  Some served in various British squadrons and the rest formed two exclusively American units within the RAF:  the 17th and the 148th Aero Squadrons.  Cooke (cited below) lists 18 American aces with the RAF.  Incidentally, 82 US pilots trained and served with the Italian air force.


Nearly 200 Americans flew combatively for France during the war, but only about one‑quarter of them in the famed Lafayette Escadrille.  The rest were integrated into other French units.  When the American Expeditionary Forces reached France, many of the American pilot volunteers already in the French and British air forces were accepted into the U.S. Air Service and the Naval Air Service, but some chose to remain with the foreign air forces.  Many former members of the Lafayette Escadrille formed the nucleus of the U.S. 103d Pursuit Lafayette Escadrille formed the nucleus of the U.S. 103d Pursuit Squadron.  U.S. Army personnel officially assigned to the British RAF were eventually transferred to the AEF.  See:

Canada in the Great War.  Vol V.  Toronto:  United Pub of Canada, 1920.  410 p.  
D609G795C4C21v.5.



See App I, esp pp. 279‑280.
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Cooke, David C.  Sky Battle, 1914‑1918.  NY:  Norton, 1970.  273 p.  D600C66.

Hall, James N.,& Nordhoff, Charles B.  The Lafayette Flying Corps.  Vol II.  pp. 324‑39.  
D603H45v2.



Rosters of Amer pilots who served, transferred, or remained.

Hopkins, J. Castell.  Canada at War, 1914‑1918.  NY:  Doran, 1919.  
pp. 189‑90.  D5476C2H6.

Hudson, James J.  In Clouds of Glory:  American Airmen Who Flew with  the the British during the 
Great War.  Fayetteville, AR:  Arkansas UP, 1990.  290 p.  D602H78.

Norman, Aaron.  The Great Air War.  NY:  Macmillan, 1968.  pp. 10, 252 & 306‑307.  D600N6.

Raleigh Walter.  [H.A. Jones, pseud.]  The War in the Air:  Being the  Story of the Part Played in the 
Great War by the Royal Air Force.  Vol V.  Oxford:  Claredon, 1935.  pp. 464‑65.  
D602R25v5.

Rossano, Geoffrey.  "The Apprenticeship:  How the Allies Trained the
American Air Service."  Amer 
Aviation Hist Soc Jrnl  (Spring 1983):  pp. 22‑31.  Per.

_____.  "Doing Their Duty Side by Side:  American Aviation Personnel in Allied Service."  AAHS 
Jrnl  28 (Fall/Winter 1983):  pp. 181‑89.  Per.



With air forces of France, Great Britain and Italy.

Studler, Rene.  Papers.  2 bxs.  Arch.



Pers rcds, off corresp, clippings, cover his service 1917‑53, incl training w/RAF in 



1917.

U.S. Army.  American Expeditionary Forces.  Final Report of Chief of  Air Service, A.E.F.  Wash, 
DC:  GPO, 1921.  pp. 17, 19, 25 & 40.  D606U5A3.

See also:
-Early US Army Air in Air-Pre1941-Bib.

LAFAYETTE ESCADRILLE

Biddle, Charles J.  The Way of the Eagle.  NY:  Scribner's, 1919.  297 p.  D603B54.

Chamberlain, Cyrus F.  Letters of Cyrus Foss Chamberlain.  Minneapolis:  privately printed, 1918.  118 p.  D603C43.
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Chapman, Victor E.  Victor Chapman's Letters from France:  With  Memoir.  NY:  Macmillan, 
1919.  198 p.  D603C48.

Flammer, Philip M.  The Vivid Air.  Athens, GA:  U GA, 1981.  249 p.  D603F55.

Hall, Bert, and Niles, John J.  One Man's War.  NY:  Holt, 1929.   353 p.  D603H33.

Hall, James N., & Nordhoff, Charles Bernard.  The Lafayette Flying Corps.  2 vols.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1920.  D603H45.

Longacre, Edward G.  "The Lafayette Escadrille."  Amer Hist Illus  17 (Sep 1982):  pp. 16‑27.  Per. 

Mason, Herbert M., Jr.  The Lafayette Escadrille.  NY:  Random, 1964.  D603M34.

Meeker, William H.  William Henry Meeker:  His Book.  n.p.:   privately printed, 1917.  257 p.  D603M44. 

Nichols, Nancy, ed.  Letters Home From the Lafayette Flying Corps.  San Francisco, CA:  Huff, 


1993.  295 p.  D603N3.

Parsons, Edwin C.  The Great Adventure.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1937.  335 p.  D603P3. 

Prince, Norman, et al.  Norman Prince, A Volunteer Who Died for the  Cause He Loved.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1917.  76 p.  D603N6. 

Rockwell, Kiffin Y.  War Letters of Kiffin Yates Rockwell.  Garden City, NY:  Country Life, 1925.  202 p.  D603R56. 

Thenault, Georges.  The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille.  Boston:  Small, Maynard, 1921.  172 p.  D603T5.

Whitehouse, Arch.  Legion of the Lafayette.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1962.  338 p.  D603W48.

Winslow, Carroll D.  With the French Flying Corps.  NY:  Scribner's, 1917.  226 p.  D603W5.

See also:
‑Winslow Family Papers, Arch

‑WWI Vets Survey (Arch), Air Service (94th Aero Sqdrn)

‑Foreign Forces
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US AIR SERVICE, WWI

Campbell, Douglas.  Let's Go Where the Action Is.  Knightstown,  IN:  Jaare, 1984.  97 p.  D606C35A34.



Personal narrative

Casari, Robert.  "Number of U.S. Aircraft, WWI."  Amer Av Hist  Soc Jrnl 22 (Spg 1977):  


pp. 36‑38.  Per.



Incl lists of US aircraft, by type and field assignments.

Coles, Michael H.  “Pershing’s Eyes in the Sky.”  MHQ  13 (Winter 2001):  pp. 36-41.  Per.

Cooke, James J.  The U.S. Air Service in the Great War, 1917-19.  Westport, CT:  Praeger, 1996.


248 p.  D606C66.

Dickey, Philip S., III.  The Liberty Engine, 1918‑1942.  Wash, DC:  Smithsonian, 1968.  110 p.  TL515S5no.3.

Gates, Percival T.  An American Pilot in the Skies of France:  The Diaries and Letters of…  Dayton, 


OH:  Wright State, 1992.  210 p.  D606G38.



185th Aero Squadron, 1918.

Gorrell, Edgar S.  Colonel Gorrell's History of the U.S. Army Air Service.  Natl Arch Microfilm T619.  58 rolls.  Micro.



See index, Roll #1.

_____.  The Measure of America's World War Aeronautical Effort:  A Lecture.  Northfield, VT:  
Norwich U, 1940.  79 p.  D606G6.

Greenhous, Brereton.  "Evolution of a Close Ground‑Support Role for Aircraft in World War I."


Mil Affairs  39 (Feb 1975):  pp. 22‑ 28.  Per.

Hall, John A.  "A US Army Pilot's Uniform of the Great War."  Mil Illus  (Jan 1992):  pp. 18‑23.  Per. 

Hartney, Harold E.  Up and At 'Em.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1940..  333 p. D606H268



1st Pursuit Group.  Incls roster.

Hudson, James J.  "Frederick K. Weyerhaeuser's Air War in Italy, 1918."  Cross & Cockade Jrnl 23 (Wtr 1982):  pp. 289‑317.  Per.



Amer pilots in training and combat with Italian bombers at Foggia, incl mention of Fiorello La Guardia, later renowned mayor of NYC.
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Kreis, John F.  Air Warfare and Air Base Air Defense, 1914‑1973.  Wash, DC:  Off, AF Hist, 1968.  
395 p.  UH15K73.



See Chap 1.

Lahm, Frank P.  The World War Diary of Col. Frank P. Lahn.  Maxwell AFB:  Aerospace Studies, 
1970.  271 p.  D570.9L25.

Longstreet, Stephen.  The Canvas Falcons:  The Story of the Men and the Planes of World War I.  
NY:  World, 1970.  365 p.  D600L64.



See Pt IV.

Maurer, Maurer, ed.  The U.S. Air Service in World War I.  4 vols. Wash, DC:  Office of AF Hist, 
1978‑79.  D606U54.

McLaughlin, Patrick D.  "Aerial Recon:  Early Days in the A.E.F."  Army  23 (Jun 1973):


pp. 39‑44. Per.

New England Aviators, 1914‑1918.  2 vols.  Boston:  Riverside, 1919.  D606N4.

Patrick, Mason M.  "History of the Air Service, Service of Supply, American Expeditionary Forces."  Typescript carbon, 1918?  34 p.  U23,1P3.

Roberts, C.M.H.  Papers.  5 bxs.  Arch.



Ord officer assigned to Air Srvc.

Toulmin, H.A.  Air Service, American Expeditionary Forces, 1918.  NY:  Van Nostrand, 1927.  


388 p.  D606T6.

U.S. Air Force.  Air Command & Staff College.  Development of Air Doctrine in the Army Air Arm, 1917‑1941.  Hist Study 89, 1955.  154 p.  UH23.2U52.

_____.  Hist Div.  The Army Air Forces in World War II.  Vol I.  [Ed by Wesley L. Craven and 


James L. Cate]  Chicago:  U Chicago, 1948.  D790A47v1.



Chap 1 summarizes WWI.

U.S. Air Force Historical Research Center.  Air Force Victory Credits:  World War I, World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.  Maxwell, AFB, AL:  USAF, 1988.  798 p.  UH9A37.



Basic data on each confirmed enemy plane downed.

U.S. Army.  Air Service.  "History:  Disbursing and Legal Division."  n.p., 1919.  163 p.  UH23.1U54.

_____.  Equipment Manuals for Service in Europe.  Series B, No. 14, Jan 1919.  103 p.


UC263.3A31.
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U.S. Army.  A.E.F. Air Service.  Progress of Air Service Activities:  Weekly Reports.  Vols 1‑30, 
1918‑19.



Incl lists of aviators clothing and equipment.

_____.  Manual of Initial Equipment and General Information for  Service Squadrons in the Air 

Service, A.E.F., 1918.  89 p. UG576.3A5.

_____.  Propellers:  Approved for Use on Airplanes of Types in Use by the American Expeditionary 

Forces.  n.p., 1918.  33 p.  UH401.1P76.

_____.  Summary of Air Information, March‑November 1918.  2 vols.  France, 1918.  ca. 250 p.  


D600U53.



Confidential G‑2 reports on air operations between 28 Mar 1918 ‑ 9 Nov 1918 on Western & Italian fronts.  Incl illus of airplanes, airdromes, and parachutes.

U.S. Army.  Air Corps.  1st Pursuit Group.  "A Chronological and Narrative History of the 1st Pursuit Group, GHQ Air Force and Associated Units."  Typescript mimeo, 6 Jan 1938.  ca 150 p., photos.  UH10.24.1st.A3RareBook.

U.S. Army.  Special Staff.  Hist Div.  Order of Battle of the United States Land Forces in the World War (1917‑19):  Zone of the Interior.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1949.  pp. 106‑109.  Ref.

U.S. Army War College.  Hist Sec.  The Signal Corps and Air Service:  A Study of Their Expansion in the United States, 1917‑1918.  Monograph No. 16, 1922.  pp. 32‑33.  UH23.1U52.

U.S. War Dept.  War Plans Div.  Aerial Observation for Artillery.  Wash, DC:  War Dept, 1918.


48 p.  UL502.9A3A47.

See also: 

‑ AWC curricular material, Arch.

‑ WWI Vets Survey (Air Service), Arch.

‑ Winslow Family Papers.

