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The M-1 main battle tank program began Sep 1972.  After experimentation and testing, the Chrysler Corporation won the production contract in Nov 1977 and the Army accepted the first production models in Feb 1980.  Christened "General Abrams," the tanks became standard and classified as the M-1 main battle tank.  Full-scale production began in 1981.  See:

Army Times  (2 Mar 1981):  p. 2.  Per.

Baer, Robert.  "XM-1 Tank System."  Armor  84 (Nov-Dec 1975):  pp. 30-32.  Per.

Besch, Edwin W.  "Abrams Under Fire."  Army  38 (Aug 1988):  pp. 62-54, 69-70 & 72.  Per.



Testing the US main battle tank for its survivability against the latest Soviet anti-tank improvements.

Green, Michael.  M1 Abrams Main Battle Tank: The Combat Development History of the General 

Dynamics M1 and M1A1 Tanks.  Osceola, WI:  Motorbooks, 1992.  96 p.  UG446.5G69.

Hunnicutt, R.P.  Abrams:  A History of the American Main Battle Tank.  Novato, CA:  Presidio, 
1990.  319 p.  UD570.173A27H86.

_____.  Firepower:  A History of the American Heavy Tank.  Novato, CA:  Presidio, 1988.  224 p.  

UD570.173H86.



Richly illus with photos and drawings, incl interior views.

Meyer, Deborah G.  "Army Gets Its First XM-1 Abrams Tanks."  Armed Forces Jrnl Int  117


(Apr 1980):  14 & 62.  Per.

Pride, Dave.  “The Abrams Tank, Fulcrum of Army Transformation.”  Armor  (Sep/Oct 2001):


pp. 39-41.  Per.

Schreier, Fred.  "A Tank Designed to Cost--The Army's XM-1."  Intl Def Rev  10 (Jun 1977):


pp. 459-68.  Per.



Includes technical data in chart form, plus a historical synopsis of the tank's development.

U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command.  Annual Historical Review...Fiscal Year 1983.  Warren,


1984.  294 p.  AHSColl.



See pp. 188-218 for his of M-1's development and production.
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(Mar-Apr 1983):  pp. 16-23.  Per.
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