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NOTE:    EARLIEST EXPLOSIVE ARTILLERY PROJECTILES

The first recorded use of explosive projectiles was by the Venetians in the 14th century, well over 100 years before Columbus discovered America.  However, explosive shells ‑ referred to as bombs or grenades ‑ were not generally employed in Europe until the 1600s, at which time they were fired from mortars or howitzers.  Not until the 19th century were explosive shells fired routinely from flat‑ trajectory guns. See:
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See also:
‑ MHI Vignette No 245 on shrapnel shells.

