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NOTE:     U.S. ORIGINS OF CHANGE OF COMMAND

Searches here have uncovered no actual history of the ceremony or custom.  However, these possible American precedents seem pertinent.  

WASHINGTON'S ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND, 1775


At Cambridge, Massachusetts, the main American army paraded in its new 14 appointed commander's presence and an elaborate ceremony unfolded beneath the "Washington Elm" on Monday 3 July 1775.  Twenty-one drummers and twenty-one fifers were on hand as General Artemas Ward formally turned over command to Washington, who "majestically drew his sword."  (Tradition seems to be the source of the elm ceremony.)  Other sources:

Flexner, James T.  George Washington in the American Revolution, 1775-1783.  Boston:  Little, 
Brown, 1968.  Chap 3.  E312.25F69.

Hughes, Rupert.  George Washington.  Vol 2.  NY:  Morrow, 1927.  Chap XXI.  E312H92v2. 

Martyn, Charles.  The Life of Artemas Ward:  The First Commander-in-Chief of the 

American Revolution.  Port Washington, NY:  Kennikat, pp. 152-53.  E207W2M382.

Moore, Frank.  Diary of the American Revolution....  Vol 1.  NY:  Scribner, 1860.  p. 100.  

E208M82v1.

WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL, 1783

George Washington participated in a triumphal procession down Manhattan Island with Gov George Clinton on 25 Nov 1783, followed by several days filled with addresses, dinners, and fireworks, climaxed by Washington's personal farewell to his officers on 4 Dec at Fraunces Tavern, where he proposed a toast to the devoted group and made emotional remarks.  He embraced each man and left the room in tears, passing between the ranks of a guard of honor and through a crowd of well-wishers to the wharf.  See:

Flexner, cited above, Chap 57.

Freeman, Douglas Southhall.  George Washington.  Vol 5.  NY:  Scribner's, 1952.  Chap XXVIII.  
E312F82v5.
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RELIEF OF MCCLELLAN, 10 NOV 1862

By order of President Lincoln, 7 Nov 1862, General George McClellan was relieved of command of the Army of the Potomac and General Ambrose Burnside appointed in his place.  At the parting of McClellan and his generals "a scene ensured not unlike the farewell of George Washington and his lieutenants,"  writes one historian.  When McClellan made his final ride through the Union Army camps on 10 Nov, soldiers stood in long ranks along the route to the station where a special train awaited him.  As he passed between the lines, passionate cheers resounded,  "Send him back!  Lead us to Washington, General - we will follow you!"  Some threw down their arms, swearing angrily they would fight no more.  At the railway station, the 2,000-man honor guard broke ranks after the gun salute, swarming around McClellan's car.  Only after Little Mac ordered them to stand by their new commander, Burnside, could the train depart.  See:

Catton, Bruce.  Mr. Lincoln's Army.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1954.  pp. 334-36.  
E493P6C373.

Hassler, Warren W.  General George B. McClellan:  Shield of the Union.  Baton Rouge:  LA 

State U, 1957.  pp. 326-30.  E467.1M2H4.

FIRST FEMALE-TO-FEMALE CHANGE OF COMMAND

See Ft. Jackson folder in MiscFiles-Installations for program and press clippings from 24 Sep 1996


ceremony.

