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RESEARCH NOTE:      THE UMBRELLA TABOO








	At present, the uniformed female personnel in all the armed services are permitted to use umbrellas.  Only the Air Force allows its male personnel a similar privilege.  The uniformed males in the Army, Navy, and Marines remain bound by custom weighted down by tradition--and wet on rainy days.





	In the Army male, regulations do not specifically prohibit umbrellas, but neither do they authorize their use.  Where regulations do not specify, custom and tradition dictate.  The Officer's Guide points out that appropriate umbrellas (plain and black) are "both authorized and proper" for uniformed women, but men must heed the "longstanding taboo" against umbrellas.  How long-standing is this taboo?





	The umbrella device itself is of ancient origin and, indeed, has equally ancient military usage. As protection against either sun or rain, umbrellas have been employed by military men throughout recorded history.  Assyrian warrior-kings carried them into battle, as did British officers and rankers on the rain-sodden fields of Flanders in World War I.  Umbrellas, in fact, became quite fashionable during the Napoleonic Wars.  Nearly a century later, U.S. cavalrymen were observed in the 1890s carrying cream-colored umbrellas against a fierce mid-western sun.





	However, in the evolution of American military fashion, custom eventually identified the umbrella as "unmilitary"--possibly even unmanly-- by the early part of the 20th century.  "Offenders" faced not court-martial but, worse, sniggers from their peers.  As the Army's one-time social arbiter James Moss explained in his 1909 Officers' Manual:





	It is considered unmilitary for an Officer or a soldier in uniform to use an


	umbrella.  Several years ago the colonel and some of the officers of a certain


	infantry regiment used to use umbrellas while in uniform.  The regiment was


	soon jocularly dubbed throughout the service "The -th Umbrella" -  and even to


	this day it is sometimes referred to in this manner.





	In 1930, the first edition of The Officers' Guide appeared, describing itself as "A Ready Reference on Customs of the Service and Correct Procedure in All Situations".  In regard to umbrellas, it declared:





	The carrying of an open umbrella by an officer in uniform is sure to bring


	ridicule on the head of the offender against a custom is older than any man 


	on the active list of the army.
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