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NOTE:    FORT VS FORTRESS





	Currently, the US Army officially defines a fort as:  (1) permanent post as opposed to a camp, (2) land area in which harbor defense units are located, (3) fortified building or place that can be defended against an enemy.  See Dictionary of US Army Terms:  Army Reg 320�5, Apr 1965, p. 179.  It does not define fortress.





	According to The Oxford English Dictionary (1961 ed) "fort" can be used synonymously with "fortress," since both are fortified places garrisoned with troops.  However, a fortress is considered capable of receiving large numbers of troops and often refers to a strongly fortified town.





	There is less than complete agreement on definitions in various military reference works.  Edward S. Farrow's A Dictionary of Military Terms (NY:  Crowell, 1918; U24A5F242), pp. 241 and 242, considers them practically synonymous, except that a fortress is a more permanent fortification than a fort.  Colonel H.L. Scott's Military Dictionary... (NY:  Van Nostrand, 1864; UA24A5S42), pp. 310 and 317, considers a fortress as a fortified city or town, while Colonel Max B. Garber's A Modern Military Dictionary (Wash, DC:  Garber, 1936; U24A5G16), p. 138, defines a fortress as a large fort, a group of forts, or an area defended by forts.  Ian Hogg in his study Fortress:  A History of Military Defense (NY:  St. Martin's, 1975), p. 8, opines that a fortress is "a series of defensive works for the protection of a specific area or point and under a single command."





	The consensus among these authorities seems to be that a fortress is larger and in some way more permanent than a fort.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers agreed with such usage in 1918, evidenced by its Engineer Field Manual of that year (UG360U6), which declares that "an important fortress will consist of a series of forts" (p. 374).
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