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NOTE:   LIEUTENANT GENERALS & ABOVE





	For a quick history of the grade of lieutenant general and above, pre�1950, see pp. 908�09 of The Army Almanac (Wash, DC:  GPO, 1950).  A very detailed history of those grades, 1775�1945, appeared in Infantry Journal (Jun�Nov 1945) written by Col Frederick B. Wiener.  Until World War II, Wiener points out, the 3 & 4�star grades were largely conferred merely as personal honors.





	The present procedure for appointing major generals to higher temporary grades dates from the 1947 Officer Personnel Act.  (Secs 504 & 515).  A review of the effects of this act, along with the 1954 Officer Grade Limitation Act, the "Stennis ceiling" of the mid�50s, and the 1972 Pike subcommittee findings, appear on pp. 26�30 of Maureen Mylander's The Generals (NY:  Dial, 1974; U52M93).





	Congress imposed a ceiling on the number of Regular Army officers with the 1947 Act and permitted the Secretary to make the temporary promotions in order to avoid the consequences of the "tenure provisions" provided by the act.  The Pike subcommitte noted that the "effect of the temporary promotion has been to accelerate the officer promotion plan as envisioned in the (act)."  See:








U.S. Congress.  House Comm on Armed Services.  Special Subcomm on the Utilization of Manpower 	in the Mil.  Report....  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1972.  92d Cong, 2d sess, HASC No 92�58.  pp. 	14644�14646.  Microfiche, AWCLib.





	It has been charged that Congress, as a result of the '47 Act, lost control of officer temporary promotions "since these promotions stem from a grade distribution prescribed by the Secretary."  See p. 3206 of the US Congress, House Comm on Armed Services, Full Committee Hearings on H.R. 7103 to Establish Limitations on the Numbers of Officers Who May Serve in Various Commissioned Grades in the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, and for Other Purposes (Wash, DC:  GPO, 26 Jan 1954; UB412), i.e., hearings on Officer Grade Limitation Act of 1954.  A more detailed search through those hearing transcripts may provide additional insight into the nomination procedure for the two highest grades.





	Postwar periodicals are replete with arguments between DOD and Congress concerning grade inflation, arguments that often focus upon the top two grades.  See, for example:


	





Immen, Bill.  "Too Many Stars in the Military?"  Army�Navy�Air Force Reg (10 Feb 1962):  


	pp. 9�11.  Per.
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