USAMHI








Hist ‑ Dimensions

RefBranch

dv Jun 90, Dec 92, Nov 94

MILITARY HISTORY METHODOLOGY & CRAFT
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

CONTENTS
Gen/Misc....p.1

Examples/Case Studies....p.2

Quantification.....p.3

GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS
Benson, C.C.  "American Military History."  Field Arty Jrnl (May‑Jun 1933):  pp. 209‑20.  Per.

Blumenson, Martin.  "The Agony and the Ecstasy of Writing History."  Army 21 (Jan 1971):  


pp. 30‑33.  Per.

Charters, David A., et al, eds.  Military History and the Military Profession.  Westport, CT:  
Praeger, 1992.  240 p.  U27M49.



See esp Chap 10.

Clausewitz, Carl Von.  On War.  Ed & trans by Michael Howard & Peter Paret.  NJ:  Princeton U, 
1976.  Chap 6.  U102C65.

Holmes, Richard.  "The Problems of Military Biography."  Hist Today 31 (Oct 1981):  p. 61.  Per.

Jensen, Richard.  "The Microcomputer Revolution for Historians."  Jrnl of Interdisciplinary Hist 14 
(Sum 1983):  pp. 91‑111.  Per.

Landers, Howard L.  "The Scientific and Analytical Study of Military History."  Jrnl US Arty 47 
(Mar‑Apr 1917):  pp. 174‑98.  Per(Arty).  



Presents a professional methodology.

Leach, Douglas E.  "Composing a Naval Memoir:  Problems, Surprises, Rewards."  Mil Aff (Jul 
1985):  pp. 140‑43.  Per.

Liddell‑Hart, B.H.  "Responsibility and Judgment in Historical Writing."  Mil Aff (Spg 1959):  


pp. 35‑36.  Per.
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Matloff, Maurice.  "The Present State and Future Directions of Military History."  Army Hist (Wtr 
1984):  pp. 7‑11.  Per.

Parrish, Noel F.  The Influence of Air Power Upon Historians.  The Harmon Memorial Lectures in 
Military History No. 21, USAF Acad, CO, 1979.  23 p.  UH15P37.

Ritter, Harry.  Dictionary of Concepts in History.  NY:  Greenwood, 1986.  491 p.  D13R49.

Thelen, David.  "Memory and American History."  Jrnl Amer Hist 75 (Mar 1989):  pp. 1117‑29.  
Per.



Debunks the man and his famous dictum while praising his after‑action intvw method.

Trachtenberg, Alan.  Reading American Photographs:  Images as History, Mathew Brady to Walker 
Evans.  NY:  Hill and Wang, 1989.  326 p.  TR820.5T73.



See Chap 2 on war photography.

See also:
‑Heroes

‑"Psychohistory" (Psychology)

‑Myth

‑Dimensions of Mil Hist"

EXAMPLES/CASE STUDIES
Bischoff, Gunter & Ambrose, Stephen E., eds.  Eisenhower and the German POWs:  Facts Against 
Falsehood.  Baton Rouge:  LA State U, 1992.  258 p.  D805U6E37.



See Pt 3.

Gimbel, Cynthia.  "Memories of Wartime Experience:  Do Forty Years Make a Difference?"  PhD 
dss, U of NC, Chapel Hill, 1992.  144 p.  BF378S65G55.



Compared recollections in 1946 & again in 1988 and found instability.

Greaves, Fielding L.  "A Single, Well‑Aimed Shot."  Army 37 (Sep 1987):  pp. 62‑64.  Per.  



Several examples of how lone marksman may have changed history.

Green, Robert.  "Paiforce:  The Novelist as Military Historian."  Army Qtly 115 (Apr 1985):  


pp. 187‑91.  Per.



On author of British official hist of the WWII Persia and Iraq Command (Paiforce).
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Hanson, Victor D.  "The Leuctra Mirage."  MHQ 2 (Wtr 1990):  pp. 54‑59.  Per.



Dramatic Theban infantry victory, 371 BC, over Spartans has been overblown and misinterpreted, he argues.

Spiller, Roger J.  "S.L.A. Marshall and the Ratio of Fire."  RUSI Jrnl 133 (Wtr 1988):  pp. 63‑71.  
Per/BibFile ‑ Marshall.



Debunks the man and his famous dictum while praising his after‑action intvw method.

Trousdale, William.  "Dr. Brydon's Report of the Kabul Disaster and the Documentation of History.  
Mil Aff (Feb 1983):  pp. 26‑30.  Per.



Example of documentary analysis.

Tuchman, Barbara W.  "Problems in Writing the Biography of General Stilwell."  In Practicing 
History:  Selected Essays.  NY:  Knopf, 1981.  pp. 65‑79.  D13T83.1981.



Bits of her methodology.

QUANTIFICATION
Brown, John S.  "Colonel Trevor N. Dupuy and the Mythos of Wehrmacht Superiority:  A 
Reconsideration."  Mil Aff 50 (Jan 1986):  pp. 16‑20.  Per.



Critical of the Wehrmacht adulation in general and Dupuy's quantified comparison in particular.

Dougherty, Francis L.  Analysis of Historical Artillery Expeditures (AHART) Study ‑ CY 87.  
Report, 
USA Concepts Analysis Agency, Bethesda, MD, Jun 1987.  ca 200 p.  UF330.3D68.



Quantitative analysis of computerized data collected from many 20th cent hist sources.  See annotated bib of sources, App D (20 p).

Dupuy, T.N.  "History and Modern Battle."  Army 32 (Nov 1982):  pp. 18‑22, 24‑25, & 28‑30.  Per.



Argues for quantitative analysis of battle history and lists his "verities" of combat attrition based on this approach.

         .  "Let's Get Serious About Multipliers."  Army (May 1983):  pp. 18‑20, 22 & 24‑25.  Per.

         .  "The Quantified Judgement Model and German Combat Effectiveness."  Mil Aff 50 (Oct 
1986):  pp. 204‑10.  Per.



Responds to a Jan 86 article that criticized his published research and analysis.

         .  Understanding Defeat:  How to Recover from Loss in Battle to Gain Victory in War.  NY:  
Paragon, 1990.  312 p. U104D852.
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         .  Understanding War:  History and Theory of Combat.  NY:  Paragon, 1987.  312 p. 
U21.2D85.

Fain, Janice B., et al.  Forced Changes of Combat Posture.  Final report, Data Memory Systems, 30 
Sep 1988.  ca 200 p.  U166F67.



Model development based on 59 US land engagements since 1940.

Gilbert, Alan D., et al.  "Computing Military History:  A Research Report on the First AIF Project."  
War & Soc 7 (May 1989):  pp. 106‑13.  Per.

Glenn, Russell W.  "Men and Fire in Vietnam."  2 pts.  Army (Apr 1989):  pp. 18‑22 & 24‑26 and 
(May 1989):  pp. 38‑42 & 45.  Per.



Survey of VN infantrymen and small‑unit leaders found higher percentages of firefight participation than earlier wars.

Helmbold, Robert L.  Rates of Advance in Historical Land Combat Operations.  Study, US Army 
Concepts Analysis Agency, Jun 1990.  ca 200 p.  U166.13H45.



Quantification analysis of computerized data.

Hist Eval & Research Org.  Analysis of Factors That Have Influenced Outcome of Battles and Wars:  
A Data Base of Battles and Engagements.  5 vols.  Dunn Loring, VA, 1983.  D25A52.



Analyzes 600 episodes, 1600‑1973.

McQuie, Robert.  "Battle Outcomes:  Casualty Rates as a Measure of Defeat."  Army 37 (Nov 1987):  
pp. 30‑34.  Per.



Analysis of data from WWII and Arab‑Israeli wars of 1967 & 1973 to determine unacceptable levels.

         .  "Military History and Mathmatical Analysis."  Mil Rev (May 1970):  pp. 8‑17.  Per.

Wheeler, Ed.  "The Battle of Hastings:  Math, Myth and Melee."  Mil Aff 52 (Jul 1988):  


pp. 128‑34.  Per.



Uses quantification techniques to establish credible numbers related to the famous event.

Willard, D.  Lanchester as Force in History:  An Analysis of Land Battles of the Years 1618‑1905.  
Bethesda, MD:  RAC, 1962.  37 p.  D25W54.



Analysis of entire armies (rather than small units) using Lanchester's laws/equations.

