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NOTE:	   THE GOOSESTEP





	"Goosestep" has two basic meanings.  The definition in the Oxford English Dictionary applies only to the in�place English drill and not the Prussian march step.  Additional definitions of the term, known in German as exerziermarsch, stechschritt, parademarsch or festschritt, appear in these sources:








Breul, Karl.  Cassell's New German & English Dictionary, p. 245.





Farrow, Edward S.  A Dictionary of Military Terms, p. 266.





Garber, Max B.  A Modern Military Dictionary, p. 148.





	Two brief histories of the German method of marching appear in the 1942 and 1967 eds of Walter Transfeldt's Wort und Brauch im deutschen Heer (UA712T67), pages 52, 64�65, and 146 of edition and pages 109� 110 or the latter.  Translations of pertinent portions into English are as follows:








	...The regulations for the royal Prussian infantry in 1726 specify that:  "The left and right foot shall be partially lifted with stiff knees and the foot will not be stamped."  ...This Exerziermarsch in the new tempo of 114 steps per minute came to be the characteristic parademarsch of the German Army.  [1967ed, p. 110]








	...But the march in step, that is, the special march, slow and with sharp, audible steps, the exercise march with stiff knees, was first brought to Germany in the eighteenth century by the troops of the militarily�inclined Landgrafen Karl von Hessen�Hassel (1730).





	The Hessen�Kassel Regiment of Prince Maximilian found itself in 1720 in the service of the Holy Roman Emperor in Italy and Sicily.  There, they learned to march in step from the Italian troop units.  They practiced it and brought it home with them, where it was introduced throughout the Hessian infantry.  This innovation must have created quite a stir, because in Berlin the story was hardly believed and it was thought unlikely "that every rascal (enlisted man) had the same step as all other rascals."  In Prusia, the step was explained after the immigration of a Herr von Kalckstein (die 


1759 as a Prussian field marshal and well�known military educator of Frederick the Great), who was earlier an officer in Hessian service.  He wished to prove that marching in step was possible, if he could obtain some men to use for the experiment.  These demonstrations were conducted in the Potsdam recreational park, which the soldier�King Frederick William I, immediately after ascension to the throne, had converted into a drill field.  To the amazement of several observers the demonstrations were a success.  The king, who had sharp eyes for any innovations in European armies, was delighted by the exercises and ordered the immediate adoption of this step for his Riesengarde (special unit made up of extremely tall men) and also its establishment for his entire Prussian army (1730).  [1942 ed, pp. 64� 5]
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	These two accounts are not necessarily contradictory.  The 1942 ed credits the Prussian use of the goosestep to von Kalckstein sometime between 1720 and 1730, while the 1967 edition cites the 1726 Prussian infantry regulations.





	In a reforming the Russian Army, Catherine the Great, a German princess by birth and an admirer of Frederick the Great, adopted Prussian military manners and methods, including uniforms and staff structure.  See pp. 12�13 from Drygalski and Batsch's Russland:  Das Heer, Die Flotte (UA770D79).  See also pp. 202�204 of J.D. Hittle's The Military Staff.  Although lacking hard evidence that the Russian Army first used the goosestep during the reign of Catherine, such a supposition seems reasonable.  One alternative is that the step was introduced into the Russian military school sometime between the date of its establishment in 1730 and the ascension to the throne of Catherine in 1762.





	See also the following photos of goosestepping German soldiers and sailors of the Third Reich:





�7x4 3/4 sepia photo, "Hildschau vom Tage; Stojadinowitsch nimmt einen vorbeinmarsch ab."  WWII 	file.





�9 1/2x7 black and white glossy, "Admiral Raeder reviewing parade in Wilhelmshaven."  Black 	loose�leaf notebook Austria� Hungary, Germany, WWII file.





�Friedenstagebuch des IX Armeekorps.  14x17 1/2 large brown photo album dated 1935�1936.  	Included are:


		� 10 1/2 x 11, "Die Fahne flattert siegweisend..."


		�  6 1/2x4, "Vorbeimarsch der Ehrenkompanie."


		�  6 1/2x4 3/4, "Erster 'Tag der Luftwaffe.'"


		�  6 1/2x3 3/4, "Regiment auf Regiment."


		�  9 1/2x7, "Einmarsch der Fahnen der alten Armee."
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