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NOTE:   EARLIEST MILITARY USE OF "T" PAPER





	Our best searches among sources here have not uncovered the answer to the interesting question of what early soliders used for toilet paper.  We have quite simply failed to uncover primary or secondary evidence of the early product or method.  





	Earlier military manuals and treatises proved reticent on this subject, perhaps out of a sense of delicacy or possibly because the matter was considered self�evident.  Various inventories of quartermaster stores through the Civil War included no items that appear suitable for the purpose in mind.  To be sure, the New York City quartermaster inventory for 1865 did record the promising purchase of three quires of "paper, tissue," but this proved disappointing once it was learned that a quire equals one�tenth of a ream of 24 sheets.  Never could so few have served so many.  (QMG Rpt 1965, pp. 625 & 648�49)





	For the record, commercial toilet tissue was in fact available in mid�19th century America.  According to Joseph N. Kane's Famous First Facts (Wilson, 1950), p. 329, Gayetty's Medicated Paper was marketed in 1857 as a "perfectly pure" product, good for the "prevention of piles."  Even more facinating is that fact that Mr. Gayetty's name was watermarked on each sheet.





	After printed sources we searched for pictorial evidence, which certainly would be conclusive, not to mention indelicate.  However, the best offering of our photo archives are images of the Civil War prison camp at Andersonville depicting one of its open�air latrines and several inmates shown in flagrante delicto.  Most unfortunately, the views are too distant to discern any pertinent details.





	We must push ahead several more decades to find the first published mention of toilet paper in the U.S. Army.  It appeared in War Department General Order 56 (3 Jul 1893), wherein the commodity itself was named forthrightly and authorized for purchase out of company funds.  Within the decade following this initial authorization, toilet paper had become a commonplace term in Army publications and standard issue for enlisted men provided that they were stationed where there were "modern water�closets with sewer connections."  The issue rate was a package of 1,000 sheets for each two enlisted men per month.  (GO 22, 24 Feb 1900). The 1901 edition of Army Regulations fully institutionalized the issue of the tissue and thus laid the foundations of the modern Army.
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