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NOTE:    OFFICERS' COMMISSION CERTIFICATES





	A commission awarded to Lieutenant Henry C. Corbin, 1866, is included in his personal papers, Arch, along with several other commissions of the late 19th century.





	Present�day officer's commissions are substantially the same in form and content.  A small�scale illustration of one appears on p. 3, 39th ed, The Officer's Guide.





	Incidentally, Art II, Para 8, of Revised United States Army Regulations of 1861 specifies that "An officer not having orders from competent authority cannot put himself on duty by virtue of his commission alone."  Departmental seals appeared on tendered commissions, and an 1896 law required that the seal not be affixed until after the President had signed the commission.  See:





Birkhimer, William E.  The Law of Appointment and Promotion in the Regular Army of the United 	States.  West Point, NY:  Sherwood, 1880.  UB413B57.





Burnham, W.P.  Three Roads to a Commission in the United States Army.  NY:  Appleton, 1893.  	160 p.  UB413B86.





Burt, Ernest H.  "The Applicability of the Executive Power of Removal from the Office to 	Commissioned Officers of the Regular Army."  Mimeo, n.d.  pp. 8�11.  UB412B95.





Military Laws of the United States.  4th ed.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1901.  p. 480.  UB500.1901A11.





U.S. Dept of Army.  Appointment of Commissioned and Warrant Officers in the Regular Army.  AR 	601�100, Nov 1971, with changes.  pp. 5�2 to 5�3.  AR.





         .  Reserve Components, Appointment of Commissioned and Warrant Officers of the Army.  	Army Regulation 135�100, Jan 1968, with changes. pp. 2�7.  AR.
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