USAMHI											Pay


RefBranch


dv 1979, Oct 87











LAND BOUNTIES





A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources








CONTENTS


Gen/Misc....p.1


Revolutionary War....p.2


War of 1812....p.3


Mexican War....p.3


Civil War & Since....p.3














GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS





	Land bounties were once commonly used by the colonial, state and national governments for inducing enlistments and for rewarding service.  The colony of Virginia was particularly generous in this early American practice.  The Continental Congress authorized a bounty of 100 acres to recruits who would serve in the Continental Army for the duration of the RevWar.  During the second war with Great Britain, Congress authorized 160 acres in 1813, then doubled the acreage in 1814.  Beginning in 1838, Congress offered 160 acres of land to any enlisted soldier who would serve continuously for ten years.  Honorable discharge after twelve months service in the War with Mexico (1846�48) entitled a soldier to 160 acres, or to 40 acres with less service.





Boatner, Mark May III.  Encyclopedia of the American Revolution.  NY:  McKay, 1966.  


	pp. 842�43.  Ref.





Callon, John F.  The Military Law of U.S.  Baltimore:  Murphy, 1858.  UB500.





Dictionary of American History.  2d ed.  Vol II.  NY:  Scribner's, 1940.  p. 234.  Ref.





Ganoe, William A.  The History of the U.S.A.  NY:  Appleton, 1924.  pp. 114, 128, 141�42, 183 & 	217.  E181G17.





Glasson, William H.  Federal Military Pensions in the United States.  NY:  Oxford, 1918.  305 p.  	UB373G55.


		Historical account and analysis.





Harmon, Henry C.  A Manual of the Pension Laws of the United States of America....  Wash, DC:  	Morrison, 1862.  216 p.  UB373H3.


�
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Mayo, Robert, and Moulton, Ferdinand, comp.  Army and Navy Pension Laws, and Bounty Land 	Laws of the United States...1776 to 1852....  Wash, DC:  Towers, 1852.  754 p.  	UB373M39.





Rapp, S.A.  A Complete Digest of Laws in Relation to Bounty....  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1872.  210 p.  	UB373R36.





Weber, Gustavus A., and Schmeckebier, Laurence F.  The Veterans'  Administration:  Its History, 	Activities and Organization.  Wash, DC:  Brookings Inst, 1934.  490 p.  UB373W42(1934).


		See pp. 29�30 and table of statistics, p. 451.














REVOLUTIONARY WAR





Burgess, Louis A.  Virginia Soldiers of 1776.  2 vols.  VA:  Richmond, 1927.  993 p.  E263V8B9.





House, Charles J.  Names of Soldiers of the American Revolution Who Applied for State Bounty....  	Augusta:  Burleigh & Flynt, 1893.  50 p.  E263M4H8.


		Maine only.





Quisenberry, Anderson C.  Revolutionary Soldiers in Kentucky, Containing a Roll of the Officers of 	Virginia Line Who Received Land Bounties....  Baltimore:  Genealogical Pub, 1968; orig pub 	1896.  205 p.  E202.3K57.





Saffell, W.T.R.  Records of the Revolutionary War:  Containing A List of the Officers of the 	Continental Army Who Acquired the Right of Half�Pay, Commutation, and Lands.  3d ed.  	Baltimore:  Saffell, 1894.  554 p.  E203S132.


		See also 1st ed, 1858.





Smith, Clifford N.  Federal Land Series.  2 vols.  Chicago:  Amer Lib Assoc, 1972 and 1973.  	KF5675S6.


		Vol 1 concerns land patents issued, 1788�1810 and Vol 2 concerns federal land warrants of RevWar.














WAR OF 1812





Carlson, Theodore L.  The Illinois Military Tract:  A Study of Land Occupation, Utilization and 	Tenure.  NY:  Arno, 1979; orig pub 1951.  218 p.  HD243I3C37.


			Land set aside for veterans of War of 1812.





Christensen, Katherin, comp.  Arkansas Military Bounty Grants (War of 1812).  Hot Springs, AR:  	Arkansas Ancestors, 1971.  255 p.  UB374A8C5.�
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Oberly, James W.  "Gray�Haired Lobbyists:  War of 1812 Veterans and the Politics of Bounty Land 	Grants."  Jrnl Early Repub 5 (Spg 1985):  pp. 35�58.  Per.














MEXICAN WAR





Oberly, James W.  "Acres and Old Men:  Military Bounty Land Warrants, 1847�1860."  Phd dss, U 	of Rochester, 1982.  251 p.  UB373O4.





         .  "Military Bounty Land Warrants of the Mexican War."  Prologue 14 (Spg 1982):  


	pp. 25�34.  Per.


		Natl Arch sources for genealogical and local history research.





Virginia.  Auditor of Public Accounts.  Pay Rolls of Militia Entitled to Land Bounty Under Act of 	Congress, September 28, 1850.  n.p., n.d.  858 p.  E359.5V8V8.














CIVIL WAR & SINCE





	During the Civil War, Congress did not provice land grants as recruitment bounties.  However, veterans received preferred treatment under provisions of the Homestead Act of 1862.  Although local and state governments raised substantial cash bonuses for enlistees, none seem to have used land bounties.  In 1872, Congress entitled every officer and enlisted man who served in the Army for 90 days or more during the Civil War to enter and receive a patent for 160 acres of public land.  Reference:





Dictionary of American History, Vol I, pp. 228�29.





A Digest of the Military Laws of the United States....  Comp by J.S. Poland.  Boston:  Little, Brown, 	1868.  UB500.1867.A11.








NOTE:  Veterans' claims for federal land bounties, 1775�1855, are on file at Natl Arch.  State bounties info may be available at indiv state archives or equivalent agency.











See also:


� Amer State Papers (J33), Claims & Public Land vols.
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