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	US SURFBOATS, VERA CRUZ, 1847





	A Research Note








	According to K. Jack Bauer (cited below) surfboats or flatboats were originally designed by naval officer, Lt George M. Totten, and were accepted for use by the US Army Quartermaster Dept.  These small craft, the first American built amphibious vessels, were constructed near Phila by Cramp & Sons Co.  They were flat�bottomed in order to discharge its crew in the shallow water near the shoreline.  For the ease of transportation, the boats were build in three sizes, allowing them to be stacked one inside the other.  The largest model was 40 feet long and carried over 45 men.  The intermediate size extended over 37 feet long and the smallest just passed 35 feet in length with a 40�man capacity.  Each craft carried a crew of six oarsmen, one coxswain, and a skipper.





	141 surfboats, at an approximate cost of $795.00 each, were ordered for the Vera Cruz operation.  Approx half that number were actually used, the remainder being delayed because of a lack of coordination between the services.





	Because this surfboat was the first US amphibious craft designed specifically for landing opns, it can be considered as forerunner of modern flat�bottomed landing craft.
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