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NOTE:   WHITE FLAG:  SURRENDER OR TRUCE SYMBOL?





	The Oxford English Dictionary in covering the origins of the word "white," includes a "white flag" subsection that cites an early usage to mean "surrender" rather than "truce", as follows:





Sebastian... commanded one of his soldiers to hold up the white colours at his Spears�end, in token of 


	his surrendering.  (North's Plutarch, Additional Lives, p. 84, Pub 1676.)








	The earlies use in English of the word "flag" to denote an expressed desire to make peace with the enemy (either by truce or surrender) appears in the OED thusly:





Then the enemies helde up a flagge... This flag was a sign and request of peace.  (N. Lichfield, tr. Castanheda's Conq. E. Ind. xlii 98.)








	The white flags prescribed by the Geneva Conventions of 1864, 1906, 1929 and 1949 were the heraldic emblem of Switzerland, that is, a red cross on a white background, used as the distinctive emblem of the sanitary services of armies.  Reference:





Friedman, Leon, ed.  The Law of War. 2 vols.  NY:  Random House, 1972.  JX4505.F7.
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