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NOTE:
  TRANSITION OF SWORDS/SABERS FROM WEAPONS TO SYMBOLS

Prior to the 20th century, the swords and sabers of US Army officers differed according to rank, branch, or arm of service of individual officers.  They carried their weapons during all military duty occasions, other than stable and fatigue.  In 1902 a new standard saber was adopted and prescribed for all officers regardless of rank or branch, except chaplains (who carried no sidearms).  The new saber belonged with the service uniform when the officer went on duty under arms or with the dress uniform on certain formal occasions.  The pistol replaced the saber as a field arm by 1912.  See:

Peterson, Harold L.  The American Sword, 1775‑1945.  New Hope, PA:  Halter, 1954.  pp. 59, 61 & 
85‑86.  U856U6P4.

U.S. War Dept.  AGO.  Uniform of the United States Army.  General Order No 132, 31 Dec 1902.  
pp. 17 & 42‑47.  UC483U482.

         .  Regulations of the Army of the United States, 1881.  p. 278.  AR.

         .  Regulations for the Uniform of the United States Army, 1912.  pp. 35 & 39‑54.  AR.


During the early 1930s, the saber and its accouterments became prescribed articles for service and dress uniforms.  Sabers were worn for ceremonies and "on all occasions on duty under arms," except when in the field.  (Only cavalry officers when on mounted duty carried sabers in the field.)  Col James A. Moss, the Army's unofficial custom arbiter, recommended to newly‑appointed officers that they purchase saber and scabbard before reporting to their first duty stations.  See:

Matthews, Church M.  "The Sword-from Combat to Ceremony."  Army Ordnance  (Nov/Dec 1928):  
pp. 177-79.  Per.

Moss, James A.  Officer's Manual.  Menasha, WI:  Banta, 1929 & 1932 eds.  Chap II.  U133M74.

U.S. War Dept.  Wearing of the Uniform.  Army Reg 600‑40, Jun 1931.  pp. 35‑36.  AR.


The actual demise of the cavalry saber as a weapon in the US Army can be pinpointed.  Based upon the recommendations of the cavalry establishment, the Adj Gen's Office issued the following lucid instructions on 18 Apr 1934:  "The saber is hereby discontinued as an item of issue to the cavalry.  The saber is completely discarded as a cavalry weapon."  This left only the officer's dress saber, which served as a badge of office.  See:
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Cav Jrnl 43 (May‑Jun 1934):  p. 44.  Per.


Incidentally, British Army Dress Regulations of that same year, 1934, restricted the wearing of swords to the cavalry, thereby ending their use as a fighting weapon by other arms.  See:

Ffoulkes, Charles.  Sword, Lance & Bayonet.  Cambridge, Eng:  Univ Press, 1938.  p. 26.  U820G7F38.


After 1934, US Army regs for the service uniform contained no mention of the saber (see, for example AR 600‑40, 28 Aug 1941).  Dress uniform regs for officers continued to include it (See 

AR 600‑38, 17 Aug 1938).  However, with the approach to war, the War Dept no longer required officers to purchase sabers (Circular No 108, 30 Sep 1940, Sec III), but Col Moss in the 1941 ed of his Officer's Manual continued to recommend new officers purchase a dress saber chain (pp. 31‑33).  More in tune with the changing times, the competing Officers' Guide, (6th ed, 1941, U133M74, 

p. 156) carried the War Dept announcement of 8 Nov 1940 on the discontinuance of saber instruction for officers.


After World War II, the saber appears to have become an optional item of officer's equipment.  If prescribed, it constituted part of the full dress uniforms or, possibly, even the garrison uniform.  See:

The Officers' Guide.  Harrisburg, PA:  Mil Serv Pub, 1948.  p. 88.  U133O44.

U.S. War Dept.  Leadership, Courtesy, and Drill.  Field Manual 22‑5, Feb 1946.  p. 293.  FM.


On the US Navy's transition, See:

Lovett, Leland P.  Naval Custom, Traditions and Usage.  (Annapolis:  US Naval Inst, 1980):  


pp. 37-39.  (V310L68).

