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NOTE:   VIRGINIA HALL, ALLIED AGENT, WWII

Virginia Hall, a U.S. citizen and foreign correspondent for the New York Post, worked for British SOE in France, 1941‑1942, and later for the American OSS.  She returned to France in Mar 1944, allegedly parachuting into Brittany while carrying her artificial leg named "Cuthbert."  William Donovan, head of OSS, recommended her for the DSC to Pres Roosevelt in a 12 May 1945 memo and stated that she would be the first woman in the war to receive the award.  Although no mention of her award was found in our sources, MILPERCEN Awards Branch (WO Thayer) has a list of OSS award recipients that includes Virginia Hall's name and indicates presentation of the DSC on 27 Sep 1945.  She died in 1982.  


On her SOE activities:

Cookridge, E.H. (pseud.)  Inside SOE:  The Story of Special Operations in Western Europe, 1940‑45.  
London:  Baker, 1966.  640 p.  D810S7S558.



See index and esp pp. 125‑26, 246 & photo on 8th page of photo insert following



p. 304.

         .  Set Europe Ablaze.  NY:  Crowell, 1967.  D810S7S57.



See index and esp pp. 70 & 99‑100.

Foot, Michael R.D.  SOE in France.  London:  HMSO, 1966.  550 p.  D802F8F6.



See index and esp pp. 211, 222‑23, 465 & 467.  A photo of Hall appears on p. 196d.


On the OSS connection:

Cerri, Lawrence J.  "America's Incredible 'Limping Lady'."  Army  (Feb 1988):  pp. 59-61 & 65. 
Per.

Donovan, William.  Papers.  Box 66 A, Item #50.  Arch.



Two‑page memo, Donovan to Roosevelt.

Ford, Corey.  Donovan of OSS.  Boston:  Little, Brown, 1972.  p. 249.  D810S8D55.

Hymoff, Edward.  The OSS in World War II.  NY:  Ballantine, 1972.  pp. 244 & 305.  D810S7H95.

