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The 1st Armored Division ("Old Ironsides") was activated Jul 1940 from elements of the 7th Cavalry Brigade.  Training began at Ft Knox and continued in Louisiana and North Carolina, 1941‑42.  The division deployed to Europe in May 1942.  

"Old Ironsides" entered combat on 8 Nov 1942 when it captured Oran, Tunisia.  It joined with the British 8th Army in Apr 43 and fought at Kasserine Pass, Maknassy, El Guettar, Gafsa, and Mateur.  During the North African campaign, tank‑infantry teamwork was developed that would play a key role in later campaigns.

Late in 1943, the division landed at Anzio and joined the Italian campaign.  It participated in Rome‑Arno action, fought through the norther Appenines and through the Po Valley to the Swiss border.  Afterwards, it served as part of the occupation forces in Germany.

The division returned to the US and was deactivated in Apr 1946 at Camp Kilmer, NJ.  "Old Ironside" was reactivated in 1951 during the Korean War build up, but by 1957 had been reduced to a single Combat Command A.  In 1962 it was brought up to strength and moved to Ft Stewart, GA for the duration of the Cuban crisis, after which it returned to Ft Hood.  In Oct 1967, elements (1/1 Cav, 1/6 Inf) of the division joined the 198th Inf Bde in Vietnam.  In May 1971 the 1st Arm Div replaced the inactivated 4th Armored Division in West Germany under VII Corps.

In 1991, the division redeployed to Saudi Arabia as part of Operation Desert Shield/Storm.
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GEN/MISC
Dinackus, Thomas D.  "The Armored Regiments of the U.S. Army."  Armor (Mar‑Apr 1984):  


pp. 26‑30.  Per.

Jacobs, Bruce.  Soldiers:  The Fighting Divisions of the Regular Army.  NY:  Norton, 1958.  
pp. 275-87.  UA25J3.

Wilson, John B., comp.  Armies, Corps, Divisions and Separate Brigades.  In the official Army


Lineage Series.  Wash, DC:  CMH, 1987.  pp. 119-25.  UA25W547.1987.



Lineage & honors from WW2 through Dec 1984.

U.S. Army.  1st Arm Div.  The First Armored Division Has Always Been First:  History of "Old 
Ironsides".  Roedelheim, Ger:  USAREUR AG Spt Cntr, n.d.  8 p.  

         .  25th Anniversary, 1st Armored Division, Ft Hood, Texas, "Old Ironsides", 1940‑1965.  
Baton Rouge:  Army & Navy Pub, 1965.  #05‑1AR‑1965.

History of the First Armored Division.  n.p., ca 1975.  #05‑1AR‑1975.

WORLD WAR II
-GENERAL
Clarke, Bruce C.  "First Armored Division."  Armor 60  (Mar‑Apr 1951):  pp. 20‑22.  Per.

Howe, George F.  The Battle History of the First Armored Division "Old Ironsides".  Nashville, TN:


Battery Pr, 1979.   471 p.  #05‑1AR‑1954.1979r.



Reprint of earlier ed (#05-1AR-1954).

         .  Papers used to write his Battle History.  Arch.



Unsorted/uncataloged.

         .  WWII photos of the 1st Arm Div in England, N. Africa & Italy, 1942‑45.  RG100S‑George 
F. Howe.I‑55, PhotoArch.

Milne, H.V.  Photos of the 1st Arm Div overseas.  RG1‑H.V.Milne .11176‑11179 Box 44.
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Stanton, Shelby L.  Order of Battle, U.S. Army, World War II.  Novato, CA:  Presidio, 1984.  


pp. 47‑48.  UA25.5S767.

U.S. Army.  1st Arm Div.  The First Armored Division, 1941‑1946.  1951‑?  San Antonio, 1951.  


20 p.  #05‑1AR‑1951.

         .  Map History of the 1st Armored Division.  n.p., 1945.  Curator.

         .  The Story of the First Armored Division.  n.p.:  1945.  63 p.  #05‑1AR‑1945/2.

_____.  Military History Institute.  World War II Veterans Survey.  Arch.



Returns of completed questionnaires & other materials filed by unit; 208 on file as of 3 Oct 1991.

U.S. Dept of Army.  Hist Div.  Combat Chronicle:  An Outline History of U.S. Army Divisions.  
Wash, DC, 1948.  p. 2.  #05‑1AR‑1948/2.

See also:


‑ WWII Signal Corps Coll, PhotoArch.     


Unit Histories of 1st Arm Regt, 1st Tk Bn, 13th Tk Bn, 27th Arm FA Bn, 6th Arm 

Inf, 68th Arm FA Bn, 81st Cav Recon Sqdn, 16th Arm Engr Bn, 47th Med Bn.

-CAMPAIGNS/LOCALES
‑US, 1940‑42
Crittenberger, Willis D.  Papers, Correspondence.  Arch.



Ca 200 boxes.  See esp 1940‑41 files.

U.S. Army.  1st Arm Div.  Historical and Pictorial Review, First Armored Division of the United 
States Army, Fort Knox, Kentucky, 1941.  Baton Rouge:  Army & Navy Pub, 1941.  
#05‑1AR‑1941.

         .  Historical and Pictorial Review of the Division Headquarters Company, 12th Observation 
Squadron, 47th Signal Company, 81st Reconnaissance Company, First Armored Division, 
United States Army, Fort Knox, Kentucky, 1941.  Baton Rouge:  Army & Navy Pub, 1941.  
#05‑1AR‑1941/2.

1st Arm Div










p.4
‑ NORTH AFRICA, 1942‑43
Abbott, Harry P.  The Nazi "88" Made Believers.  O'Herbein Press, 1946.  #303‑13AR‑1946.



By Chaplain of Div's 13th Arm Regt in No. Africa.

The Battle of Sidi Bou Zid.  CSI Battlebook 4‑D, Combat Studies Inst, Ft Leavenworth, 1985.  
D766.99T8B77.

Betson, William R.  "Sidi Bou Zid (Turkia):  A Case History of  Failure."  Armor (Dec 1982):  


pp. 23‑27.  Per.

Crawford, Reuben T.  Memoirs.  Ret Off Bull Coll, Arch.



Re 6th Arm Inf Regt, N. Africa.

Crittenberger, Willis D.  "Questions for Major George W. Read," and "Informal Conference by MAJ 
W.G.H. Brylls, British Army Before the Staff of the First Armored Div, 9 Jul 1941."  Ret 
Off Bull Coll, Arch.

Daubin, F.A., Jr.  "Battle of 'Happy Valley.'"  Student paper, Armored School, Ft Knox, 1947‑48.  
36 p.  U423.5R32‑1947‑48‑D38.



First meeting of US and Ger Army in WWII ‑ 1st Bn, 1st Arm Regt vs elements of 10th Panzer Div, 26 Nov 1942.

Gardner, Henry E.  "Kasserine Pass."  Armor  (Sep‑Oct 1979):  pp. 236‑37.  Per.

         .  "We Fought at Kasserine."  Arm Cav Jrnl  57 (Mar‑Apr 1948):  pp. 6‑17.  Per(CavJrnl).

Harmon, Ernest N.  Correspondence, clippings, maps and misc.  Arch.

Howe, George F.  Northwest Africa:  Siezing the Initiative in the West.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, 
DC:  OCMH, 1957.  D769A533v11.



See index.

Lang, Obeist Rudolf.  "Battles of Kampfgruppe Lang in Tunisia (10th Pz Div."  For Mil Study 
C‑173, USAREUR.  37 p.  FMS Coll.



Recollections of Col Lang, cmdr 39th Pz Grenadier Regt.

         .  "Report on the Fighting of Kampfgruppe Lang (10th Pz Div) in Tunisia."  For Mil Study 
D‑166, USAREUR.  19 p.  FMS Coll.



Defensive fighting at Mezzouna‑Maknesey.

Liebenstein, Kurt von.  "The Drive via Gafsa Against Kasserine Pass."  For Mil Study D‑124, 
USAREUR.  5 p., 1 map.  FMS Coll.



Preliminaries to this engagement.
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Nelson, Dan S.  Operation TORCH.  Intell data, safe conduct papers, rosters propaganda, photos.  
Papers.  Ret Off Bull Coll, Arch.



1st Arm Regt of Div.

Philipsborn, Martin M.  Papers, pers and unit records, correspondence, operational docs and order of 
battle docs from N. Africa and Italian campaigns, maps, N. Africa & Italy.  Arch.



S‑2, 13 Arm Regt & intell officer in div.

Robinett, Paul M.  Docs relating to Kasserine Pass.  Arch.

Slocum, A.N.  "The Armored Division in Exploitation."  Mil Rev  24 (Jan 1945):  pp. 49-55.  Per.



Incls summary of experiences in Tunisia 7-9 May 1943.

Toppe, Alfred.  "German Experiences in Desert Warfare During World War II."  2 vols.  For Mil 
Study P‑129, USAREUR, 1952.  380 p.  FMS Coll.



Incls material on Tank battle of Sidi Bou Zid, 10‑17 Feb 1943, pp. 288‑305.

U.S. Army.  1st Arm. Div.  CCB.  “S-2 Journal Combat Command B, 1st Armored Division, African 


Campaign (Nov 8, 1942 to May 9, 1943).”  n.p., 1943.  1 vol.  #305-1/CCB.1943.

U.S. Army.  The Armored School.  "The First Armored Division at Faid‑Kasserine, May 1949."  
Student Comm Rpt, 1949.  88 p.  ARMS‑CR‑ 48/49‑Com II.

U.S. Army.  II Corps.  To Bizerte With II Corps 23 April‑13 May 1943.  Wash, DC, 1946.  80 p.  
#03‑2‑1946.

WWII Mediterranean‑Anzio Interviews.  1 box.  OCMH Coll, Arch.



Notes, interview transcriptions, and research papers written by various staff members of OCMH on N. African & Italian campaigns, 1st Arm Div.

See also:
‑ Reports on Combat Experience & Battle Lessons for Training Purposes.  Jun 1943 (05‑1AR‑WWII)


by the following units:

  
HQ‑1 Arm Div
141st Ar Sig Co
HQ‑CCB




HQ 1st Arm Div Trains
HQ‑6th Arm Inf 
HQ Supply Bn


HQ‑1st Arm Regt
HHC 1st Arm Div
HQ‑16th Engr Bn


47th Arm Med Bn
Service Co 1st Arm Div    13th Arm Regt


81st Arm Recon Bn
27th Arm FA Bn
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‑ ITALY, 1943‑45
Clarke, Lewis A.  "TD Reconnaissance at Anzio."  Field Arty Jrnl  (May 1945):  pp. 285-87.  Per.



701st TD Bn.

Dix, Jewett A.  "The 81st Reconnaissance Battalion on Anzio Beachhead."  Inf School Mono, 
Advanced Officers Course, Ft Benning, 1948.  16 p.  InfS‑M.



A division component.

"The Drive on Rome."  5 vols.  For Mil Studies C‑097 ‑ C‑097e.  73 p.  FMS Coll.



Comments of four senior German cmdrs.

Gottschall, Richard K.  "The 'Buffalo' Plan."  Cav Jrnl  53 (Nov/Dec 1944):  pp. 20-23.  Per.



Anzio Breakout.

_____.  "Mountain Goat, M-4:  1st Armored Division From Grosetto to Volterra, Italy, June 21-July


10, 1944."  Cav Jrnl  54 (Jan/Feb 1945):  pp. 29-33.  Per.

_____.  "Tanks in Static Defense; 1st Armored Division at Anzio."  Cav Jrnl (Sep‑Oct 1944):


pp. 16‑19.  Per.

Harmon, Ernest N.  “From the Anzio Beachhead to Viterbo—Experiences of an Armored Division.”


Mil Rev  24 (Nov 1944):  pp. 38-41.  Per.

Kesselring, Albert.  "Nettuno (6 Feb 1944)."  3 p.  For Mil Study B‑281, USAREUR.  FMS Coll.



Discussion of German def at Anzio.

Milne, H.V.  Photos of officers of the 1st Arm Div at a party in Italy.  RG1‑H.V. Milne Coll.8328 
Box 29.

Mueller, Gustav A.  Highlights and Experiences of a GI Under the First Armored Division.  n.p., 
1944.  37 p.  D811M78.

Philipsborn, Martin M.  Cited above, No. Africa.

Sears, Frank S.  "Supply Operations in Combat."  Student paper,  Armored School, Ft Knox, 
1947‑48.  20 p.  U423.5R32.

Senger und Etterlin, Frido von.  "War Diary of the Italian Campaign (1943‑45)."  8 vols.  For Mil 
Study C‑095 ‑ C‑095g, USAREUR.  499 p.  FMS Coll.



See esp C‑095c, "Enemy Breakthrough during the Retreat to the Arno."

U.S. Army.  1st Arm Div.  Operations Report, 1st Armored Division, 1 January 1944 to 31 January 
1944.  Italy, 1944.  80 p.  #05‑ 1AR‑1944.
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_____.  VI Corps.  Anzio Beachhead (22 January‑25 May 1944).  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1948.  122 p. 


#04‑6‑1948.

_____.  Fifth Army.  Fifth Army at the Winter Line (15 November 1943‑15 January 1944).  
Wash, DC:  Mil Intell Div, 1945.  117 p.  #05‑1AR‑1948.

Vaughn, Curry N.  Mud, Mountains and Armor (The First Armored Division from Rome to the 
Alps), 1949.  Ft Knox, KY:  Arm Sch, 1949.  167 p.  #05‑1AR‑1949.

-OTHER, WWII
U.S. Army Ground Forces.  Observer Board, MTO.  Reports of Observer Boards, MTO.  
D766.82U5.1942‑45.v6.



See esp: A‑172: Comments by Various Commanders of the First Armored Division on Operations May‑Jun 19, 1944; A‑189: Combat Lessons by First Armored Division).

U.S. War Dept.  AG Off.  "Historical Documents, World War II."  Reels #2182‑2221.  MF.


#2182‑2186 ‑ First Arm Div, WWII.  Rpt of Opns, Apr 1945‑Mar 1947.


#2187 ‑ GO No 118, 13 Jul 1944.


#2188 ‑ Arty Sec, 30 Jan‑9 May 1943.


#2189 ‑ Arty HQ Btry, Monthly Opns Rpts.  Jul 1944‑Jul 1945.


#2190 ‑ 81st Cav Rcn Sqdn Hist (Redesignated 81st Arm Rcn Bn) Oct‑Dec 1944.

     
#2191 ‑ Combat Cmd "A", HQ, Opns.


#2192 ‑ Combat Cmd "A", HQ, Unit Jrnl, 19‑26 Jun 1944.


#2193 ‑ Combat Cmd "B", HQ, Opns Rpts.


#2194 ‑ 16th Arm Engr Bn, HQ.  After Action Rpt.  8 Nov 1942‑Sep 1945.


#2195 ‑ 27th Arm FA Bn Hist.  8 Nov 1942‑Dec 1943.


#2196 ‑ 2197 ‑ 68th Arm FA Bn Hist. 15 Jan‑31 Oct 1943, Dec 1943.


#2198 ‑ 91st Arm FA Bn.  Historical Record 31 Jan‑31 Dec 1943.


#2199 ‑ Historical Record and Hist of Orgs ‑ HQ Co. 10 May 1943‑31 Jul 1945.


#2200 - 6th Arm Inf Bn.  Hist Nov 1942‑Jun 1945.


#2201‑2203 ‑ 6th Arm Inf Bn.  Jrnl & File.  1‑22 May 1943, Jun 1944, Jan‑Feb 1945.


#2204 ‑ 11th Arm Inf Bn.  Hist.  "Call the Eleventh."   31 May 1942‑2 May 1945.


#2205 ‑2206 ‑ 14th Arm Inf Bn.  Historical Record.  20 Jul‑31 Aug 1944, Jan‑Feb 1945.


#2207 ‑ 47th Arm Med Bn.  Hist.  1 Oct 1942‑31 Dec 1944.


#2208‑2211 ‑ 123d Ord Maint Bn.  Historical Report.  8 May 1943‑31 Jul 1944, Oct



1944, Jan 1945, Apr 1945.


#2212 ‑ 141st Arm Sig Co.  Historical Record.  1 May 1943‑31 Mar 1944.


#2213‑2219 ‑ 1st Tk Bn.  Hist.  23 Apr‑10 May 1943, Jan 1944, Mar 1944, Apr 1944,



Jun 1944, Sep‑Oct 1944, 20 Jul‑31 Dec 1944.


#2220 ‑ 13th Tk Bn.  Beach Landing at Oran to Drive to Sea in Tunisia.  (Vol I‑III).



7 Nov 1942‑1 Jun 1943.


#2221 ‑ 1st Arm Div, Trains.  Hist.  1 May 1943‑31 Aug 1945.
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SINCE 1945
Biddle, William S.  Papers.  Arch.



1st Arm Div CG, Aug 1953‑May 1955, Ft Hood.

First Armored Division Association Bulletin, 1972‑82.  Per.

Haines, Ralph E.  Correspondence, personal papers, unit docs.  Arch.



1st Arm Div CG, Feb 1962‑May 1963.

Hammel, William G.  Papers.  Arch.



Member of a Div TK Bn.

Howze, Hamilton.  Papers.  Arch.



1st Arm Div CG, Jul 1955‑Feb 1957.

Robinette, Paul M.  Armor Command.  Wash, DC:  McGregor & Werner, 1958.  252 p.  
#303‑13AR‑1958.

Seibert, Donald A.  Pers papers, clippings, memoirs.  Arch.



Cmdr of 5/6 Arm Inf.

"Two New Regular Army Divisions Activated (1st Armored and 5th Infantry (Mechanized))."  Army 
Info Digest (Feb 1962):  pp. 48‑52.  Per.

U.S. Army.  1st Arm. Div.  “Exercise Spear Head, 3-19 May 1954, Ft. Hood, Texas:  General Plan 


for Exercise Spear Head.”  Ft. Sam Houston, TX:  1954.  Incomplete.  U253.2S73E93.1954.

_____.  First Armored Division, Aug 1975‑Jan 1978, A Combat Division in Europe.  n.p., 1978.  


#05‑1AR‑1978.

         .  First Armored Division....  Dallas:  Taylor, 1952.   #05‑1AR‑1952.

         .  First Armored Division, Fort Hood, Texas.  Baton Rouge:  Army & Navy Pub, 1963.  
#05‑1AR‑1963.

_____.  “1957 Exercise Sledge Hammer:  Sky Cav II Bulk POL Supply:  Final Report.”  Ft. Polk,


LA:  1957.  8 vols.  u253.2S5757N56.1957.

         .  Old Ironsides, First Armored Division, United States Army.  Taylor Pub, 1969.  
#05‑1AR‑1969.
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         .  Stout Hearted Men of the 1st Armored Division (Old Ironsides) Presentation of Unit Colors, 
Fort Hood, 3 March 1962.  Baton Rouge:  Army & Navy Pub, 1962.  12 p.  #05‑1AR‑1962.

         .  STRAC ‑ First Armored Division, 1963.  #603‑46‑1963.



Photo album of div at Ft Hood.

         .  Unit History.  1st Armored Division.  Ft Hood, 1971.  12 p.  #05‑1AR‑1971.

Vogel, Steve.  "Metal Rain:  Old Ironsides and the Iraqis Who Wouldn't Back Down."  Army Times 
(Sep 1991):  pp. 8, 12-13, 16, 22 & 61.  Per.



1st Arm Div in action.


