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PAPIRS REFIRING 0 CUTTING OFF OF
%7 COMPANIES ARD 1 MACHINE GUN
COMFANY OF T7TH DIVISION

ON OCTOBRR 8, 1918.




EXTRACT FROM REFORT OF
FIRST ARMY CORPS
COVERING PERIOD FROM

OCTOBER 2 7O OOTOBER 8, 1918.




RETORT? OF OPIRATIONS OF PIRST ARMY CORPS
THE REDPUCTION OF THF ARGONNE FOREST AND THE ADVANCE 70 THE MEUSE.

. . . . . " - » . . *

On the nigh$ of Ogtober 28, Whe regiment of the 824 Division which had
boenasaigned t0 the 28th Division wes wi thirswm and the lst Diviaion spread out om
the left up to the original 1fmit of the ZB4R Division seotor - having on its left
the 284 Division with one regiment of sach byigsds and the 77th Diviaton with all
four regiments in limne.

, The Bth Frensh Csvalry Division at lo Claon and the 82d IMvision (leass one
regimemt) south of Clermmmt-en-irgomne, wore in reserve.

Octobar 34 brought to a olese the first stage of the operstions. After
the oxiginal advence , progress wos slow, Owr trogps swoeasfully withastood two
counter attacks, inflicting heavy losses on the enemy and, furtheymors, were sub-
Jected to oomstant harmesing artillexy fire.

The enemy, obliged %o fill in gups or otherwise strengthen their lines
by despatching various wmits (regimemts snd smaller orzsnizations) $o the front,
ghereby separating them from their main dody, presented a oonfusad oxder of battle.

An attaok in accordance with P,0. #63 wns laumohed by the Coips on
Ostober 4%h with 77th, 28%h snd 1st Divisions, all with four regiments in line
from lofs to right. The 824 Divisieom (lsss artillery) in visinity of Varvennes,
snd the Bth French Cavalyy at Is Claon, were held in ressrve.

With no awvtillery preparsSion, the infemiry, socompamied by tarks, set
out at & h 26 precedsd by a relling berrage. The lst Division, overooming styong
resistmoe, captmred Mmirefugne Wood, the 26th Division adyanoed their right
Brigede to Chahery on the esst baxk of the Alre, but their left drigede and the
Tith DAvision, sicliously oppesed by mechine gmms, and wnder s heavy goukter barrage
whioh inflioted serious losmes on them, were mnable $0 advance. The 77ih withdrew
one regiment; holding 1% as divisienal roserve. e lisison detachment on the
left of omr front having leat comtsol ith the righd slemeuis of the 58th Fremoh
Corps, the enemy tock adventege of the demssly woeaded $errsin and began infiltrating
his $roope behind our flamk. This vesulted in the outting off of a battalion in the
Charlevanr ravine and rendsring their position perilous.

Farther to the west, two yegimemts of theo 1st Guard Division comber-
attacked Fleville and drove owr pstrols out of the town. On Ootober Bth, the lst
Division, after an advame of two kilometers, swceedsd in taking Arietal Parm mnd
in osowpying Hill 240 in ferce.

The artillery of the 524 Mvision joined the division at Varemnss in the
aficrnoon.

During the night of October &~Y the Bois ds Monoy was cleared of the
enemy by our troops, who hal workmd around fyom the west.

At this junoture, the enemy oxder of battle was as follows: Bmet of the .




Alxe River were the 524 Division, Tth Jivision, astrids the Alre wore clemtuds
of the 5th Cuexd Division amd west of She river were the 24 Isndwehy 2 vision amd
the 764 (dvision -~ the ist Cumrd Divisien had boen withdrewn.

On Ooctober 7¢h with 7.0« #67 oommmond sno thoy stage in the operatioms.
The 834 Myvision with ariillery hai boen Wought uwp during the night Oetober 847
gﬂaih. with w0 mgimmis snd divisienal artillery, sttscked am the 28%h

Cholwxy snd spremout one regimnt of 38t ivision was in 1fne snd atded in s
£1mxde sthack on the fowst.

Artiliery mppert wos fwrnished by the brigaiss of the 20%h [ivislon and
824 Division, together with ome yeglmemt of T8¢ from the lst Divisiom. Coxps smd
Ay avtiliery comomtrnted thelr f83 en the rosis and towns st the north edge of
Fores d'Aygomme. During ¥his sotion we captured Fills 180, 228, 84 snd Chabel
Chohoxy, and the onemy wes formed t0 svaownts Cheme Temdm, but elung with great
tenasity to the high growsd abeve (hatel (hedexy and Coinay, causing heavy losges
ooy ouwr assaulting troeps. At he sam time, a withdvwl by the eneny in
Mmkmwtahemmmma&eﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁmhm

L ] * & L J L * » - * L




EXTRACT FROM REFPOR? OF
FIRST ARNY OCRPS
COVIRING THE FERIOD FROM
OCTOBER 2 TO OCTOBER 8, 1918,
WITH STAPEMENT OF ENEMY USEPS ENGAGED



OFERADIONS OF THE PIRSY ARMY CORPS
TH: REDUORION OF THL ARGONRE FORIDT AND THE ANANCE 0 MY MEIBE

This perisd of the aitask ended Ootober 54. Aftor our original sdvanee
thore was slow pregress through (he demse md well fortified forcst. On the right
w wre subjected %0 eomstant hamsssing fire of irtillery md two ocoumter attaaks,
both repalsed with louses.

The saaxy betileo oxier was canfupei. Regimmts of divisions were
sepavated from cath other. They wee pud In $0 nmoet iomsiiate maeds for deverse
or cowmmter sttacks. '

Secognd Siades Octoder 4¢h %o Cotober 6th.

On Ootober 4th we drove the exmay bask sbout two kilometers on the cast
bank of the iire to a ltue Axfetal Pram ~ Floville {emlusive]. tntil October 74k
therce wes no change in the fyont lime,

The stteok whioh vesulted in thia sdvanne wos maie without artillery
preparsidon. Doemy infantry was unable %o defond hastily pmpared positions in
the Momtrebesu 7oods, In the rields further west they Mod no defersive works. £
heavy somtar barrege firs infliocted seriows cssumltics on cur asssult troeps. We
oup hred the machine puns plased in the northern edgos of the wosds.

Pwo vegimemts of the 3Y%h Divisien, whish dad been in reserve at Iamires,
wore pad ian lime the aftemomn of Ochbober 4th. Twe regimemts of the lst Guard
Jivision comter-attacked at Pleville tihw msume aftarmeen, driving owr patrols from tomm;

On the lefd, %o enowy degun infiltwating troops behind owr left fleank.
This was possible becsuse of Who dese wdcrbrash and the fsot that ouwr flamk
ligiomm datoohmemt wus not in combast with the advmnse ouaxds of tho left division.

The following dsy this infiltration comtimmed mnd the battalion in the
Chnrleveuax ravine wer sarvomded. Thiiy position was #l#Tiouls besause of mashine

gms preventing my movwes in the daytioe.

ta the night a 1istle advance was mais Oot &th, the 3¢is do tmey belng
slecred of the emay by oar troeps working around fxom the west.

The exeny oXar of battle at this timo from enst t0 wet was as follows:
East of the :ive Riwr - 532 Mivision, 5t Gueyd Division. wWest of the Alye,
24 lsmdwehr Rvision with olements of the 45%h Hossywve Divisiom, the Téth Avisiom
Rosorwe. The 57¢h Division was now exst of the 1lst Omrps Seatoy, the lst Cumrd
Division withéram.

Iy Steges Osteder 78 to Oetober 10th.

On Ootoder 7¢h wo attaaked west from the sive betwoon Conay and Chatel
Chehery, at the same time pushing through® the Forest fiom the south and southeast.




The enewy evoowmeted Chene Tandy but held the high gromnd fwrther north, partisularly
above (hatel Chohery mnd Comey with great Semmolity. Zmehine gwns and trench mortars
mﬁﬁgggggggggggggga

Heomnts of the 53d Neserve Division were in this visinity.

goi%gg of being ont Off by the flznk attask at
Cornay. The troops in the westemn u- of the srgonme were dvam bsok, relessing
the buttalion of the TTth ivisiom %he Egiggﬂﬁg
in to strengthen the positiom in the .
Guard division hai been relieved by the 4lst Avision and two mginments of the
425th Teserwe Division omme into line Octoder Bth, west of (histal (helery. The 37th
Tivision was now opposito the 18t Coips OROG MOYTO.




LETTFR FROM CHIEF OF STAFPF, FIRST ABRMY CORPS
TO
CORPS INSPECTOR
REFIRENCE TO
INSPECTION TT'H DIVISION

Fotes The Inspeotion mentiomed not on Tile



AINARCED HEAUQUARTIRS FIRSY ATHMY CODPS
Oatober 7 1918

Fromy Chlef of gtarf, 1st ixmy Cowps, UeSe
Tos | Coxps Inspeotor.
Subjeot: Troops of the 77¢h DAvision cut off by the enemy.

, 1. The Joxps Commmder directs that you meke, wAthou’ delay, a careial
inspection of the facis oomoorning the ocutiting off of wmaits of the 7¥th Nvision
and the attempt mads to xellievs then.

2e This report will include the astion of Col. Cronwell Stooy in oommmd
of one of the relleving expeiitions and will contsin a definite summary of findings
and rooommendsations.

3« Pertinent data on this subleot may be obteined from 7% ut. OColmel Goriom
Jahmeon, Guneral Stalf, L,7leFe and Col. Joseph I. Haer. Inspestor Gemexral's eja Ttoend
in cadition to othor wilnossos vhom you 411 examinug.

By commuamd of “ajor Gomeral 1dgett:

MALIN € 216,
Chlef of Staffe




EXTRACT PROM REPORT? OF OPERATIONS
¥Y7TH DIVISION
COVERING PERIOD ¥RON
KOVEMBER 1 TO NOVEMBER 8, 1918.
REPORT DATED NOVEMBER 13, 1918.




AMTRICAN EXFEDITIONARY FORCES

Yve & TSI Avasn v sn  Sllves  ve S S dReLEw

AIKKERUD TTiN UAV 3D AN

m The Commanding Goneral, 77¢h Division
70 The sdjutant General, AsEeFe (Thru military channels)
Subjeat: Report of Operations; PORET DYARGONKE.

L * * *® » L ] »

7« The Division contimued 1%s advense from dxy to day, attasking
eash morning snd continning to attaok amd advamce duiing the day. Steady pregress
was mede each day: the positions oseupied were firmly held - n¢ positien, omce
osaypied by the Division, being given wp ~ slthe nmy comter attacks were lmmehed
againss front line clemmmts in the eswrsé of the advanoce. It seomwd that after
pussing the enemy first line of resistamoe, fermal crxmizatien of the terrain was
net encowntered, uxtil the pesision was resched ruming alsag the orest as shewm
m e 120,000 mep as the BOIS de MAZA, extending thense westward alomg the
sdjesemut ridge Into the trench system show as rumning scuth and seuidwast frem the
BAGATELLE PAVILION. = It muet not de wmderstosd frxem this, hewever, that the
advanse was mads without oppesitiony hprovised defences wore cnsoumiered
overywhers, mehinge guns aoovered every speming tloru the thick farest and it was
impesatidle S0 use offectively the Artillary for the purpose of sssisting the
Intantyy advenge.

8. The pesition referymed %0, in We 3018 40 NMAZA sad contbmeing
aoross the ridge to the wistward %o the ond of tlv traneh system extending southward
fyem $he BACATELLE PAVIZILION, was encoummbered on the morming of Ootodexr 1ss. n
the right of the pesition referred ts, Luprovised defenses had been camsSrusted
by the enemy consisting of slasded and wh i wnderdrash and small trees covering
the entire froms of the pesision. This Luprovised oxgmmiszation axtemdsd beyomd
the right (eastern) flsak of the Divisienal sector; the oxgmization on the left
extending eastward from the sesthern end of the RAGATELLE tremoh system. This lasther
sppesred 10 be a trench system which had been degwm but mot entirely ocompleted.

This entire pesition was atteshed, but very 18tsle pyegress was nade during t‘h(""
dsy. During the 24 of Octobar Whe attask helag Teswmd a% sm early howr in
morning, the posisiom wes pemstrated ea the U8Bt toward eveming, by the 1wt lattalimy’
of the J08th Infemixy tegether with elemmsts of the 3P7th wdor Capiein Merlyy
and elemsnts of the 306%h Machine Gus Batialien. This detacluums, wuder cemmand w\q,
MWjor Charles S. hittiesey, advanmsed as far as the pesition near the HOIS do la \
BUIRONEE, on the LA VIIRGEETE Road adeut five kmdred meters to ¥he eust of ¥dw \\
MOULIN de CHARLEVAUX. The tyeeps om his right, however, were umable t pexstrate X
the pesitians in their frent. As soen s I lemxned of the pesiticn of BJor Whittle~ )
seyts dstachment 1 immedistoly omiered ¥he Bastalien whioh was part of the Divisiomal
Reverve held wp $11 Gien in the visimity of Li HARAZEE, %o procesd to the visimity |
of the DEPO? DE MACHINES; at the same tSms I notified the Commsnding Gemeral of the
184¢h Brigads of my action in regard to the Divisisnal Ressrve Battalion amd diresting;

"t



him to use the Battalion wiich was his Brigsde Reserve for the puxpess of cowiring

the left flank of the $roeps in thelir sdvansed position., It apypesrs that owing

% e durdness of the night, this Battalisn -~ HowIly in Dyigeds Reserve, did |,
2ot readh the position vhere the fumstion capected of 1% could be perfermed and
during the night the enemy fomes pematrated the treuahes south of Yhe MOAATIIR
position, and linked W those trenches by wire entalglements wiih the position en

the ridge west of the 3013 DE NAXA in swoh nemmer as $0 1s0late the detackmmt
commandsd by Major /i ttlesey.

9. On the moming of the Sd of October the atteck was remewed, the
parpese being primerily to advence and secondly te ro-eatablish ocommmisations with
$he advanced detachmmts, bué owing % the difficulties of terrain, the inevitadle
absemse of adequate arsillery preparation and tho thiock eharseter of e sommtay,
BO appreciable progress was nads during the dsy, oither em the xight or left. In
this ommneotion it may be stated that em neither flink of the Divisiom were there
frienaly troeps within cowering distmoe.

’ 10« The Fremch Divisiom om the left did not advence beyend the read
raming esst andi wes$ thru BINARVILLE and all $hat was % Lo fomnd on #he right were
weattered partioes of the 28th Divisiem. These scattered detaslumnis had no camec—
tion with the main dody of that divisiem.

1l, Mive dotermined attacks were laumohed by the 1lB4th Brigade m
the position in fts front for the puapess of bresddung thyw, carrying the line fe "
aad re-esteblishing commmb atin Wi Major Whittleseyts commad, but withous swmeess.
This lsok of success was 2ot due in sy samse $0 incerrect direation of these attasks.
It was Drought sbout dy the extwvems difficultles of torrain; the laok of adequade
Artiliery swpport, doe to the LwpessiWMiXSSy of observation of fire, md the clese
proxindty of the opposing iines. -

12+ Mesusmhile evary effort wes being made to sdvanse alamg other
portions of the Divisional fromt, and fimally at sbout nosn of the Tth an epening
was found botwesn the position im Whe BOID de EiZA and the pesition on Ve ridge
to the west of that Bois. it Whais pelat, st the jmotion of yavines shown en msp,
it was found that the wire did met exteni en¥ively across frem eme positien %0 the
other, By a pwocess of infiltraticn ami taking advantege of imsquelities of the
grownd, detachmnts £20m the left of the 158d and the right of the 1544 Brigedes
fisally reashed pesitions from which reverse fire ceuld be drought %0 dear on the
hos¥ile ergmixation in fyom$ of our right and | reapestively.

£4,
15. I ax infomed that shout the same time wm attack was delivered
o owr right by a hrigade of the 624 Divisiem in the dlrestion of CORNAY and CHATEL
ONCHERY and it is prebadle €has this atiaek sssisted seaewhat in relieving the situs~
tion in my front. Howver, that may be; Whe evidmt thing %0 ws wus that by ¥he
Teverse fire brought from the deteclmmnts ¢f the 1554 md 1544h Erigades as indisated
sbeve, the opposition in our fyemt was dfven eut sud lisisen revestabllhed with
ma.mtmmmormmw.m:nnmnwx-uumummy

JAe Mjor Vhittleseyts cemmand had beeu out 0fF frem the remainder of
the Division for a peried of five days, during which time %0 commmicatiom had bes: o
had with them exvept by pigeon messages, eepies of which are sttached herete as Wmrt
of this repors. The men of the cormmsmd had sarried inte astien with them two days
reserve rations, wpon which they swbsisted during the five days of their tsolatim.
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FIELD ORDERS BOQ ~ 61 -~ 52
T7TH DIVISION




EQ Qo 7?“ m""
A.&gtg

3rd Ootober, 1918 - ROHSO

PIELD ORDER
Ho. 5O

MAP: FOHET D'ARGONNE - 1/80,000

1. Indioations point %o the conelusion that the
eneny is holding the KRIEMEILDE-STXLLURG @8 his mein line
of resistance. Betwssn this position and our lines he
maintaing & mg out post sone.

The 18t Army Corps will attack the enemy on iis
front tomorrow, Ostober 4th. The French om our left will
attspk a8t the ssme time.

£, This Division will attack a8t 5:46 A.M., tomorrow
morning.

3. sa} Boundaries between Brigedes will remain unehsnged.

{h) The asssulting Battalions will sdvenge sSo ag
%o msintain 8 front abresst of that of the 28%h Division on
our right, and the Frenech on our left,

{e) suen srtillery fire &8s Brigsde Coumsnders desm
abgolutely necessary will be employed. Suesh srtillery
support ag they request will be furnished by the Commending
General, 152nd Field Artillery Brigesde. There must he ss
sensible ues of ammunition snd none westied by fire which ean
be ssgomplished 88 well by the use of less ammunition.

(&) Liaison must be seoured with the 2Z8th Division
on the right and with the French forees on the left and the
two infantry Brigedes must geordinate thelr advance go as to
secure and meintain oonstant ocontaot during the advanoce.

4. Administrative srrangements -~ no shénge.
8. DPlivision P, C. ~ no change.

' ROBERT ALEXANDER,
Distribution: Major Genersl,
C.G. 1B63xd R’isl&t em&mt
C.G. 1b64th Brigade
C.G. 152nd P.A. Brigade
C.G. 18t Army Corps
Mle




P. C. 77tk D.cision,
American E.P.,
¥ October, 1918 - 22h1b6

FIELD ORDER
Bo. 51

MAP: mﬁm D' ARGORNE
1/20,000

1., The esnemy continues to withdraw in the faoce of
our advancing troops. Our line has been maéterial ly sdvanced
along the entire front., The attack of the lst Ammy Corps
will be continued tomorrow, Octeber Bth.

2. The Division will eontinue its sdvance tomerrow
morning.

3. The 163rd and 164th Brigades will earry out the
tagks previously given them in instructions from these
Headquarters.

4. Administrative arrangements - no shange,
8. Division P.C. - Ho change.

ROBERT ALEXARDER
Major General

fistribution; Comnonding.

C.G. 163rd Prigede

C.G. 154th Brigsde

gﬁ; 152nd Field Artillery Brigade
»




P. G. 77th Divis. n,
A.E.F. 8 October, 1918 20h.

PIELD ORDER
Ro, B2

MAP: FPFORET D'ARGONNE
1/20,000

1. The enemy continues to retire in the face of our
advancing troops. 7The lst Army Corps will continus the attask
tomorrow, October 9.

2. The Division will eontinuwe its advance tomorrow
lﬂomingt

8, (a) The advance will be so condusted that the
divisional front will be &t right sagies to the axis of the
sone .of advance of the Divigion.

{b) The advence regiment of the 153rd Brigade
wiil be formed on the line of the railroad 2nd ro8d running
perpendieular to the Divisional sone of advance from 96.4—
78.2 %0 93.4-77.3.

{e) The advanse regiment of the 154th Brigade
will be brought up om to the line mentioned in the preceding
paragraph 88 soon &8 it is light emough to conduet the merch.

{d) As soon &8s 81l the elements of the first line
are on the line of the railroad and road above mentioned,
the advance of the entire front line will commence. Close
liaison between the two brigedes and by each brigade with the
forces on its outer flsnk, will be maintained throughout the
entire advanocs,

{e#) The rear regimenis of the brigades will csare-~
fully and systemstieally mop up the areas over which t
troops advance. :

4, Administrative arrangements - no ehange.

$. Division P.C. - No change.

ROBERT ALEXARDER,
Major General,
Commending.

¥.G. 1B%rd Prig.
¢.G. 154th Brig.

C.6. 162nd P.A. Brig.
Pite



DAXILY OPIRATIONS REPORTS
T7TH DIVISIOR

0CTOBIRZ TO OCTOBXR9, 1918.
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PCo T7¢h Div -di@n'.
=3 Awer isan E.F.
$ October, 1918  14h50

OPERAT IORS
12k 2 Oot. to 12h 3 Oct.

L. OCHABACTERISTICS OF THE DAY: Westher-olear. Line-98.1-76,%b~%0
98,0-Y6,3 %0 9V.975.95 t0 96.5-T5,76 to 95,8~76.5 to 96.1-76.5 thence
slong Road 93.8-76.28,

1I. SUMMARY OF EVENTS:

TIVIT
Our own, 3 Faeny
Pavorahle progress mtde om left: Yery little rifle fire. Inoreased
Prisonors ecaptured. Right held : aetivity of M.G.'s.
up by M.0. and srtillery fire. 3

IIl. ARTILLERY ACTIVITY:
Our

Own.

Quiet. Loocal goncentrations on
snomy rearguerds and oenters of
resistance, prinoipally on the
left, ocontinuing the cperation in
the region of LA PALETTE

I¥. AERIAL ACTIVITY:
Our own. H Enemy

Two reportis of line yesterday : Hothing to report.

apd two this morning. One or two:

meghines in &1y sonstantly Quring:

daylight., Ons machine dowa £ km. :

wogt of ST. THOMAS with engine

trouble. HNohody hurt.

Yo CASUALTIKS:

Ho reports of damtge recelved.

s 48 A5 20 SE W8

e

»a

Officers Mexn
Eilled 0 : 8
Wounded 3 124
Gassed o p 4

V1. MISCELLANEOUS: Prisoners - 1 Ofricer, 10 N.C.0%s, 32 privates.

Infantay ug:r‘t that rolling barrsge of yesterdsy
noon lsnded fairly on the enemy neh, killing seversl, and sausing
the surrender of the remminder.

By Command of Major General ALEXAHDKR:
J.R.R. BAHRAY

gﬁ;@ﬁmﬂ.@; Chief of Staff,
e’oi 8 306th Inf. Div, Engr.
-1 304th Inf war Diary -
G-2 307%h Inf File
Q-3 $08th Inf zlg':hctm. Div.
Div., N.G. Bn. orps
%:2:: i’:gﬁ C.0. 305 M.G. Bn ist Div. Poot Cav. (Fr)

¢.0. 306 M.G. Bn, Prench Mission

Oonsiderable shelling thia morning.




P.C. T7th Division, imerican E.P.
4 Oatober 1918

OPERAT 10B8
12k 3 Ost. to 12 h. 4 Oot.

1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DAY: Westher; Clesr. Line-ssme as yesterday.
II. SWHMARY OF BYENTS;
mmmr AOTIVITY,

Our Own. Eneny
BDus to feat that FPrasnsh Div. on m: 8%11) very agtive with msshine
left is 1200 mstsrs south of uz the : guns and seem determined to hold
Boghe have filtered in dehind our : linme.
1sft &2nd eut cocunmunications from the:
yeir with that fisnk, H

111, ABTILLERY AGTIVITY:
Cuy Owm, H Enemy
Put dowm 3 r0lling baxrege this s $00-Y7%: fell in BAVINE de
mo¥uing at 6 H. Guns of hearviey tCHARLEVAUX and slope basck to oross-
salibre firing bdeyond ocurs. sroiids 297,3-275.8. Some mortar
) : five reported on right.

IV, AERIAL ACTIVITY:
Qur Owne
Two reports reseived this morning

Eneny
19 planes secn over our lines
of troop movements {(friendly) slong

at adbout 11300 H. PFired at by owmr

e b

BMVIM.APR&;GM Road, A.At 3,
¥. CASUALTIRS:
Offlgers Hen
Xilied 1 2
Wounded : 236
Gassed L+ 9

¥I. MISCELLANEQUS:
Prisomrse - Ho reports.
P.C's, =~ Bo echange - Gorrected coordinates of Div. P.C.
{300,4-£71.9)
Limsison eomplete with 28%h Div, and botween Brigades.

By Command of Msjor General ALEXANDER
¥4+ B« R. HABBAY

Distribdution; Chief of Staff.

8. . 306%th Inf. Ge0. 80Bth M.G.Bn. 28th Am. Div.
of 8 306th Inf. 0.0. 306%h i.G.Bn. ist Corpe

§=1,0+2,0.8 307th Inf. Div. Engr. is% Div.Foot Cav,

ib3rd Brig. 308th Inf,. Way Biasry Preneh Mission

164th Brig. Div. M.G.Bn. Fil»




P.C. T7%h Pivisi
OORRECTED COPY American E.P,.

 Oot. 1918-15h.
-3

OPERAT IONS
12h 4 Oet. to 12k 5 Oot., 1918.

I, OHABACTERICTICS OF THE DAY: Weather~ slear; Line-samne &g yesterday.
II. SUMEARY OF EVENTS:

Infentry Astivity
Our Own. t Enemy
C.0., 154th Brig. wms dirested 1 Veory apiive with M.G.'n and

Vo attask the Boshe behind our left : 8till meking 8 determined resistence,
flank a8t 18h30 todsy. The French
on our left aye sooperating im this :

attask.
IXI, ARTILLERY ACTIVITY:
Our Own. Enemy
Harassing fire on enemy fromt
lines, Logal prepsration and Ho report.

harrage from H-80 %0 H to assist in
eperation on right ssstor.

IV, AERIAL ACTRIVITY:
Our Own.

Pwe reports yesterday afternoon
and two this momming, all verifying
foyrer information. Messages f£rom
Division Cormander dropped this A k.
$0 G40, 1o0f% Bn. who 18 out off

Y. CASUALZIRS:

i % Bk ¥ e

Eneny
Seversl hostile planes over our
lines at 16h yesterday, Pired at by
A.A's., lo reporis es to result.

" #4948 WS &

officers ¥en
Xilled 0 8 (%
Wounded ] 242
gGaased 0 &

(") (Totel k1lled not yot reported, These snumersted above dled
during sveouation,.)

Vi. MISCELLAHEOUS:
Prisonsra -~ nome reported.
P.C.'a - N0 change.
By Command of Major Genersl ALEXANDER:

J« R. R« HANRAY,

Distribution: Chinf of Stalf,

CeGe 305th Inf. C.0e 306 MoOQ. Bu, 28th Am. Div.
Cofs 306%h Inf. 0.0. 308th M.G, Bn. 1lst Corps
$-17848,6-3 30Yth Inf. Piv. Engr. lst Div. Foot Cav.
158rd Brig. 308th Inf, War Diary . French Mission

164th Brig. Div. M.G. Bn. Fils.



P.C. 7T7%h Divisiea,
-3 6 Ootober, 1918 -~ 1bh.

OPEHAT IOHS
12h 5 Oet. to 12h & Oot.

I. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DAY: Weather - olesy {298.4~-276.2) to
4898?&-276*8} to (£298,0-276.0) %o (297.8-275.9) to (296.3-275.7)
a:immmﬂ to (295,0-276.4) and along road to eastern boundsry
[ ] Ve ’ -

Il. SHiMARY OF LVENTS:
. Infantyry Aotivity.
Oux Own 2 Enony

Efforis to drive enamy from be-~ : Continues very setive. front
hind loft flank of our advanced :line is being oconstantly fired :gg'
slenenis near MIULIN de¢ CHARLEVAUXI :by woshine guns and trench moria:
not sucecessful. Renowed efforis he-: '
ing made thia morning. Slow prog- :
ress Teporied sgainst atubborn re-
sistange, H

111, ARTILLEBY A05IVIY:
Ouy Own,

Normal. Deatruction fire en
train csrs signalled by sirplans.
Hayassing fire on vrouds and enemy
front lime positions,

*

Exeny
Astive during the night shelling
our front lines and aress end roads
oooupied by our suppert txoops. A
total of 310 - 77's woere reported.
Dur ing the morning the vieinity of
ABRI 4u CROCHET wes shelled with gas,

B M b G4 90 W

E 2]

IV, AERIAL ACYIVITY:
Our Owmm,

Dropped 6 mesaanges at 18h0 to
detasuent referred to under Il.
Dropping food, sumunition and pig-
sons news Flares reported at l4bdb
ot 294.5-276.58.

Eneny
Eight plunes flew over our froant
i1ine, one of wiich was & hombing
Aane. Dropped 10 bombs, HNo damage
8 been reported, _
Three balloons seen, ons of whiech
whs brought down in flasmeas,. ‘

Xilled Qﬁ&?ﬁé’.ﬂ 3 {*
6

R N e 20 S 55 W

¥ CASULLTIES:

Wounded -]
Gaesaed 4]
{*) Total killed not yet reported. Those enumerated sbove died during

svaguation.
¥i. MEISCELLANEOUS: ,
Prisoners -~ no repart.
P«0s"3 ~ no change.
24Y R.h.0. (French) relleved from thim sector night of 5/6 Oot. 2nd

Bn. 306 F.A. moving this a.m, % positions sbout 2 kms. south of BIRARVILIR.

By Conmand of Major General ALEXARDER;:

Je Re R, HABEAY
Chief of steff, /




P. C. 7T7th .ivision,
T Oct., 1918 14h4b
OPERAT IONS

12h 6 Ost. to 12Zh 7 Ceot.
I, CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DAY: Weather - Rain. Line-same as yesterdsy.

Il. SUMMARY OF EVENTS:
INPARTRY ACTIVITY
Our Own, 3 Eneny

Yeaterday afterncon and this s+ Strong resistance to our atiacks.
morning our left mode unsuccessful : The member of machins guns seem 10 -
attenpts to edvange against trenches: have been inersased.
¥.E. .of BIRARVILIE. Opposed by rifle; ’
mackine gun &nd ertillery fire, wire:
and trenshes. HNo advance of line.

I1I. ARTILLERY ACTIVITY:
Our Own,
Harasging fire and interdictiom
fire, Counter battery this morning

-

Eneny.
VYery tetive in shelling our
front limes and our attacking
troops. :

Y B9 9% W

IV, AERIAL ACTIVITY:
Our Owm. H Enemy
Very good work done by observ- : ¥ planes over CHAMPMAHAUT
ers in dropping food, smmunition and: fired on by sati-aireraft, Enemy
pigeons to foroes eut off, I 1s: dalloon direcotion of MARCQ brough$
reporied by ohserver 8t 294.8-276.4 : down in flames,

at 11h30 todsy. :
V. OASUALTIES: e
' 1c® en
Xillead [¢] 0
Wounded 2 34
Gasged 0 19

TRIAGE REPORT -~ 1 DIED.

Yesterday'a report of cesuslties in error.
Correct report 88 follows:

Killed Q{%&Q '%’

Wounded Y 252
Gapged ;] Bb

¥I. MISCELLANEOUS: Prisoners - NHo report, P.C.'8 Do 8hango.

It is thought thet food dropped yesterday to owr forces
gut off has been regeived and thet they are silll fighting.

By Commend of Major Genersl ALEXANIER:

‘. R’ RQ ms‘!.
Chisf of Steff.




CORRECTED COPY

P.C. T7th Divisiovy, American E.P.

8 October, 1918, 14h3b

OPERAT IONS

i2h 7 Oet. to 12h Oot. 8.

1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DAY; Weather - rain snd olear

line 296,6~278.1 to 296.3-277.8 to 295.7-276.7 %o
£95.3-276.5b to 295.8-276.6.

II. SUMMARY OF BVENTS:

Our own.
Since noon yegterday our line has

Infentry Aetivity,

tdvanced to position given above
againast reduced hostile resistance.
The 307th Inf. occupies the front
line of our left sub-seotor and the ;
306th Inf. the right sub-sestor.
Conmunication reestablished with

[
*
»

Py

Eneny
Redueed resistance from machine

igups. Reaistance on left still
istubborn, holding up French on

:
:

iour 1

eommand under Mejor Whittlesey, whieh:
hes been the sdvanced element of our:

line,
11X, ARTILLERY ACTIVITY:
Our own. Enemy
Bo firing. - 70-77'8 reported falling behind

our left flank in vicinity of
LA HARAZEFE. and PONT & 1TAUNE.

s o5 08 P

IV, AERIAL ACTIVITY:
Our Own.
Pood and smppliea dropped to
foroces formerly cut off about 15h0.

Enemy ,
8eversl planes over our lines
yesterday afternoon.,

[ 2 R L2 2

¥. CASUALTIES: 0fficers uen
| Killed =5 5

Wounded 2 &7

Gasged ® k3

TRIAGE REPORY ~ One enlisted man died during esvacuation.
¥I., MISCELLAKREOUS: Prissnsers - Ho report
P-eﬂ - x@ ﬂhw
An adtame DAXOTA mow baing established.
By Command og Major Gemersl ALEXANDER:

J. R. R. HARRAY
Chief of 3tafl.

giagibution:

306th Inf. Div. Engr.
Cofsg 306th Inf War Disxry
@=~1 307th Inf Plis
@-2 &08th Inf 28th Am. Div.
-3 Div. M.G. Bu. 1st Corxps
163rd Brig. €.0. 306 M.G. Bn. ist biv, Foot Cav.

154th Brig.

C.0. 306 M.G.

Bn. FPrench Mission




P. G, 77th Divi: Lu, Auericsn E.P.
. @3 9 Uct. 1918,

I. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DAY: Weather -~ glear. Line 295.2-279.26
along roed S.7. to 292,96 - 278.2.

IX. OSUMBARY OF EVEITS:
INPANTRY ACTIVITY
Our oun. 3 Eneny
Our l1ine sdvanced in lisison with Yory sotive in afteynoon with
divisiones om right and lsft to K.G.'s, gronndes ond P.M.'S8. )
poesition given above. Praciloally no resistuunce in owr ™
front this morning.

“h W - e

IIl. ARTILLERY ACTIVITY:
Our Own. Enemy
. Insetive - ghanging positions. : Harassing fire in wvalley near
: Moulin de CHARLEVAUX during night.

-

IV. ABRIAL ACTIVIUY:
Ouxr Owne
Line staked out st 16h20, Bsttery

Several planes reported over
in sation at 968.5-84.8 &% 18hlE,

our front lines during aftermoon.

L L3 LR 7 )

Ve CAIJALTIES:

Orticers UHen
Killed 0 0
Wounded b %02
Geaed 0 6

x-Triage report ¥ E.K. died during ewvmousiion.

¥I. MISCELLAHEOUS:
Prisonors -~ 3 reparied,
P.C8 Div., ~ no shange.

188r8& Brig ~ 100 yds west of La VIERGETTE
16eth Brig. ~ to be nowed today.

By Goumand of Major Genmeral ALEXANDER

J. H. Re HARLAY,
Chiel of sStaff,




MESSAGES SKNT AND RICEIVED

HRATQUARTYRS 77MH DIVISION

Note: This inoludes only
those messages whidch refer
to the lost battalion amd
the situation en that ses~
tion of the line.




Prom Lieut. de 18 CHAPE.L.E
To Dreadnought ¥ Oct. &, 1918 18h0b

Situation is umohanged. The Boche ecounter~attascked very
heavily during the past 24 howrs. The Divislion had to give
wiy very slightly. 2ne Boohe hold LA PALETYE TRuNCH. Expeat
40 push shead tomorrow.

Dresdnought 7 {speeaking) Out situation teday remains
unohanged. The Boche hawve gotten in behind onr left flank
and we have been trying to get word to you to help drive them
ount. I will send you furthey information later on.

Ho. 494

PIGEOR MESSAGE Copied Oot. 3, 1918
From lat Bn 308th Inf.
To: ¢.0. 308%h Inf.

Germans &re on oliff Horth of us in smell mumbers and have
had to evasuate both flanks, Situation on left flank very serious.

Brokxe through two of our yumnsr posts today neax 294.7-876.7.
I have not been able to reestablish posis today,

Reed 8000 rounds rifle smmunition 7800 ohanshot 23 boxss
Machine Gun ammunition.

Saasnalties mkxﬁag in Cos A, B, C, E, @, H, 8 killed, 80
wounded.- In the seme Co's todsy 1 killed 60 wounded, - ,

Present effective strength of compénies here 246. 3ituation
serious. Plsoe R94,6~276,3.

: (Signed) WHITTLESEY

Ko. 496
Bird relesased 4:006 P.M.
Arrived loft 4:20 P.l.
Phoned M.C. 4156 P.M.

Meanage JNo., 6 ~ Received by Dresdnought 7 over phone at 2.45 P.M.
’ Prom Delawars 1.
He atated the situation was as followa:

Es stated that he had spoertained from a representetive from Corps
that the French on his left were further in reasr then he had previously
thought them to be. He had sontapt with them previously but he now
finds they are some distance to his left rear. He h&s six eompaniss on
the rosd LA VIERGETTE - MOULIN de OHARIEVAUX but the Germans have pene~
- treted around his left in front of ths Prench {0 the resr of these &
sompanics and have ¢ut off his eosmunieation with those sompsnies. He
states that the 1584 is so far behind him that other Germans &re now
Pehind his right rear. He atates he is unable to got ecmmunisation
with his six front line eompenies but he has ordered five gompanies
up to elear out the Uermans in his rear.

(Mensags No. 498 continued on following page)




Mesgage No, & (Comtimu )

I informed him thet the Divieion Commander wnatsed him %o
hold his lines snd olear out the Germans in rear and reestablish
eemnunisation.

A fow moments aftorwards I stated to Delaware 1 that
Dresdnought 1 4ireeted that he hold what he hans and clesy
the Germans out from behind him. He asked ue to say to
Dreadnought 1 thet that wes what he was doing.

Bo. 498,

PIGEON MESSAGE Regeived over phone 12,10 P.M.
From ist Bn 308th Inf ot 294.6 - Measage Center 3 Oot. 18.

296.3
To C.0. 308th Inf,
 Bird released 10.45 A.M.
Bird received 11.356 st Prench Loft §#66 st COLOMBRY

Our rwner posts ere broken. Ons runner csptured. Germana
in small numbers &re working in oux left rear about 294.6-276.2
Have gent Kk gom 307th o oscupy this hills and open the lins.

Patrol to east run into Germans st 296,1 2Y6.3 6 Boehe.,

Have locoated German mortar at 294,06 2Y6.3 and have sent
platoon to get it. :

Have taken & prisoner who says his company of 70 men were
brought in here 18t night 294.4 276.2 from rear by motar
trusk. He saw only s few infantrymen here when he same in
Geyman meehine gun comstontly firing on valley im our year from
hill B94.1 2¥6. "I" sompany (sent to mest "D", NP} met lwavy
resistance at least twenty sasuslities. Two squads under Lt. Leake
have just fallen book, Here.

{3igned) WHITTLESEY
Najor 508th Inf,

Bo. 500

From 014 Dresadnought 10MSE Oct. 8, 1918,

To 308th Inf.
We are being shelled by German artiliery., Csn ws not have
artiliery support. Fire is coming northwest Plase « 204,6-276.3.

{3igned) WHITTLLESEY ,
Pigeon released 8hHO ¥ajor, it Bn 308th Inf.

Q. Do you want me to get that to the 308th, Yes, I will do thst
right away.

[P ]




- mn Hossags - Qoples Oeot. 4, 1918,
Prom: 1st Bn. 308th In:t.
To: $.0e 308th Inf.

Gernans sre on eliff north of us in smsll numbers and have had
to evacuste bdoth flanks, Situation on left fiank very serious.

Broke through two of our runner posis today near 294,.7-2%3.7.
I have not bheen &ble to re-establish posts todsy.

Neoed $000 rounds of rifle szmunition; Y500 ehaushat, 23 bhoxes
maghine gun ammunition, 250 offensive

Casun)tiss yesterday im Cos. "A™ "B" "¢g" "E" "G" "H", 8
killed 80 wounded. In the samo (os. teday 1 killed, 80 wounded.

Present sffestive stremgth of compeniss here W. Situation
serious. Plage 294.6 ~ £276.3

(8igned) WHITTLESEY

Bird released 4,05 P.M.
Arrived loft 4.55 P.M. Phoned M.C. 4.55 P.i.

No. B1V.

No. 518
Pigeon Mesnoage Reo'd Nesaage Conter Oat. 4,1918
From: C.0. 18t Bn., 308th Inf., at 294,.7-276.3
Po: CuOs 308%h Inf.

All quiet during the nighi. Our patrols indicate Gormans with-
drew during the night. Sending further pstrols now to verify this.
At 12,30 and 1.10 L.I. six shells from our own light artillery fell
on us, Many wonnded here when we gan’t evacuate. Need rations

wadly. He word from D, m&t!onpan%r
WHITTLESEY, Major, 308tk Inf.
Bird velessed T.25 A.M.

*  weeeived un A.Me
Phoned to Measage Center 8,00 A,M,

Oet. 4, 1918
Pigeon lMeasage Messhge Centey 11,30 A.M.
From: Major Whittlesey, 308th Imi. '
Te: C.0. 308%h Infantry.

Geruans sre still around us, but ir smeller mumbers. #e have
been heavily shellsd by mortar this morming. Present effectives
AsB. 6, B, G & K sompanies 1?6; E. Co. 30Yth 463 M.0. Detcohment
1Y - fotal here sbout 256,
Officers wounded Li, Naryr! A3 Capt. Strahnel, C.3 .
Lt. Buskler, G; Lts. Peabody anf Hewnes of M.G.; Lt. Wilhelm Co.E missing,
Cover bad 1f we advence up the hill, Very diffioult to move
the wounded if we re-ohange our position. 3itnation is ocutting into our
strength rapidly. Men &xye suffering from hunger and exposurs, tnd the
wounded are in very bad condition. Oannot support be sent at onse.
Posltion 294,7-276.48. (3igusd) WH o Major 308th Inf,

Bird relsased at 10,356 A.M.
Arrived loft 10,38 A.M. (No. 618 continued on following pege)

1
k%




‘m g Bonﬂ.ml).
Pigeon Message | Oot. 4
Ree'd at Mesgage Center 4.22 P.M.
To: 0C,0. 308th Inf,.
From: 1st Bn., 308th Inf,
We are along the roed parallel 276.4.
WHITTLESEY
Majoxr 308th.

Hesdquartiers, '73'&11 Div,,

ey

o & October 1918 £2h20
From: Conmsnding Generxal, 77th Division.
%01 Major Whittlesey, Gommemding 1st Bn., 308th Infamtry.

1. Defend yourself in your preaent position. Belp is coming

0 you.
By GCommand of Major General ALEXANDER
M. W. HOWZE, A. C. of 8. {G=~8).,
Re. 518, .
Oest. 5th. Oot, Bth, 17h30

Message for Major Whittlesey, Commanding 1st Bn., 308th Inf.

1. Retire with your forees to Regimental P.C. The attention of
the enemy in your rear is being held hy our rifle and machine
fire. This should enable you to locate the enemy by his fire and
strike hin in the rear and flank.

By Command og Major General ALEXANDER.

4. R. R. HARBAY
Jos 519, Chief of 3%aff,

PIGEON MESSAGE Oot. 4, 1918,
Prom: Major Whittlesey 308th Inf.
To: Ce0e 808th Inf, Measage Center 11:20 A.l.

germans are still sround us, but in amall numbers. We have been heavily
shelled by modtar this morn Present erfective atrength, A, B, ¢, E,
¢ & H eaompanies 178; K Co. th 4b; M.G. Detachmant 17.

Total here about .

0fficers wounded It. Harrington, A. Csapt. Strahmell, C. ,

Lt. Daghler, G. Lts. Peabody &nd Rewvnes of Machine Gun Lt. Wilhelm Co.

WON wlantne._

No. 536 (Continued)

Cover bad if we advenoce up the hill. Very 4 wounded
A 1£710
1f we reohange our position. Situation hynnttlnguﬁgo agv:&:gtn

rapidly. Men are suffer . : ,

Pogition P04 T.598 % Cannot support be sent at once.



Bo, 536 (Continued)

Cover bad if we advance up the hill, Very 4iffigult to move the wounded
if we reschange our position. Situstion is eutting into our strength
rapidly. Moen are suffering from hungeyr and exposure, and the wounded
aye in very bad condition. Cannot support be sent ai onoe.

Position 294.7-296,3.
{signed) WHITTLESEY
Ma jor, 3084th Inf.

Ne. 836

PIGEON MESSAGE
Received ot Mossage Center 4:22 P.M. Oot. 4.
To 0.0. 308tk Inf,
From 1st Bn 308th Infantry.

We are along the road perailel 276.4. Our sriillery is dropping a
barrage directly on us, For Hesven's 3ake stop it.

WHITTLESEY,
Major 308th.
Ho. 540

PIGEOR MESSAGE
Prom: 0.0, 18t Bn., 308th Inf. 2£94.7-276.8% lMessage Center Cet. 4,'18.
Teo: C.0. 808th Inf. .

All gquiet during the night., Our patrols Indicate Germans withdrew during
the night. Sending further patrols now to verify this. A% 12:30 and

1.10 A.M. 8ix shelis from our own light artillery fell on us. Many
wounded here whom we can’i evaouste. MNeed rations badly. No word from

D and A Company
Sgd HHITTLESEY Major 308th Inf.

Bird released: T.25 A.M.
Bird Received 7.48 A.}M.
Phoned to Message Center 8.00 A.N,

Bote on this memo by Chlef of 3ta:f J. R. R. HANNAY: :
Upon telephone inquiry informs me he mow has 8 dump of rations
within 1200 meters of front line, suppllied from »railread, &nd he is now

getting up retions and arrenging to evacuste wounded via »r.r.

Hos 548




Eﬂﬂum 77¢%h DBivision
Amerisan E.F.
22h20

4th ODotober, 1918.
Prom; OCouménding General, 77th Divisiom.
To: MNajor Whittlesey, Commanding lst Bn., 508th Inf,
1, Dofend yourulf in your present position. Help 1s coming to you, s
| By Commsnd of Major General ALEXANDER:
M.%. HOWZE, Ans%, C of 5 (-3,
A% 7,86 dropned at Suwpply Ce 807 RONDCHAMP

SECRETD

Headquarters, 77¢h Division, ‘
Americsn E.P. 21800 4th Coteber, 1918.

' Message No. 3.
To Chief of Alr Serviee lat Army Covps (Rear Eehelon).

Xe The Divisien Commsnder direets me o enslose four messages for Nejor
Whittlesey, in soccordance with my telephonie esomversation with you this
afternoon. It 1@ requested that s plane de sent out &t daydbroak tomorrow
moraing, that is, thet it be sent out at the sarliesi possible moment
that o&nmtion ean be secured, and sach of these four messagesn

dropped as nearly &a possidle in the viginity of Major Whittlesey*s P.C.
He is out off from the rear and Boshes are both in fyont of him snd in
rear of him and it ia vitaily neoessary that these messages resch him
&t his, Major @hittlesey'sg P.C., which, taken from all measages recseived
from him, 18 given ag 294,6--8%6,3. MN:jor #hittlesey ocomuands 1st Bn.
308th Iafaatry

Te efrect this purpose, therefore, it is necesmsry that the asroplane
endoavor rirst to leeets his position with extreme sceursoy, then $o0
sttrset his attention and then to drop the mesmages so &8 10 insure that
8t lesst one of the messagee will resch Major wWhittlesey. It ia slso
{aportant, of course, that they be dropped o near hin es to avoid

the damp-r of their fallimg into the hand: of Lhe enemy.

X% iz further requested that you soknowledge reseipi ol these
mesaages by tolephone % me at my offiee when thsy reech yor, in order
that wo may be apsured of their safe srrival at your office, from dzcm‘
aecording to your statements of this afternoon you will send then to the
§0th Asro Squmdron by an officer conrm.

By Command of Major Gemeral ALEXANIER:

J. R. R. HARBRAY
Bo. BBO | Chisf of Staff.




Message Ho. Z1. Reed. . hlS5. Ost. 5, 1918,

4 report through Dslaware 1 from Capt. Labour, French and
Americen Liaison officer between Right of Prench and Ieft of 1H4th
Brig, Time 4.40 P.M.

I have been to see the Ffrensh Mujor om our lsft., The Prensh are
erdered to hold their old lime. Just sent & messags to the Prensh
Najor talling him that the elsments of his commund were slightly behind
we 8pd asking him to conneet wp with our line,

B, 560,

Ho« 1%
P‘G. 77th Dive. b Oot. 1913 m Peiis
Prom Delaware 1 (94.5~75.5) lessage #3

Have not been uble to sdvance my line more than 500 yurds beyond this
point 8nd up &gainet wire and irenches on both slopes of vslley. I a=
8till trying to push my men forward &nd pems between end of trenches,
The Boohe has machine gums in bottom of welley which sommeands this
intervai, I sm putting Stokes Mortars on the paint I believe these
guns to be located. Shall gontinus %0 push and have Just dirscted
Captain Breckenridge who is in immediate gonmend, Lo push his troops

forward,
{3igned) Johneon.
Ro. B4,

Prom DELAGARE 1 %o Dreednought 1 $:35 P.M. Message No. 2, -B Oot. 1918,
94.5-75.5

I am being held on genersl 1ine 756.5, heavy artillery, mechine gun
and rifie fire. French upon our immod tate left or slightly to our
rear. Two of thelr lisison group &re with me. I sm attemph to
advancge &nd passed company through interval in wire whieh exiasts in
bottomn of ravine, I am myself with the compeny which iz attempting
to pass through and who in the lest few minutes have lost over 20
killed and wounded out of 8b.

Ro. B&b.




From Delaware 1.
A% 94.5-75.5 6%h Oot. 1918 ah0

$0: DHREADHOUGHT 1

Attaock astarted from thic point at 2:45 P.M. On Compeny dsployed

on each aide of Ravine (1 Co. 2 Cos eonsolidated) following 28
support. Line about 300 yesyrds in sdvence of this polat. ILeft
against wired entamglements. Night advancing slowly. Hsave given
ordsrs to psus support companies through bottom of Rewine with

view to outflsaking the Germans. Nesting mshine gun fire from
both sidea of the Ravine; also Infantry and Artillery fire. Pushing
for all I am worth. Personally direoting.

Dreadnought 7 {epeaking) DREADEOUGHT 1 direots that he push
forwsyd &s hard & he oan and geut through to his txrcops in front.

Beo. D69,

Pron Buster 19 to Dreadnought 7 -13h30 Oct. b, 1918.

Yerification of former message: Messages were given o two
whchines, 3 to one and 1 to the other. 3 were dropped in the

right plece; 1 was dreopped in the rear ares &us appsrently to the ob-
server losing his way in the fog. :

Ho. BYE.

P.C. 77%h Division 20008
FIELD MESBAGE No. 4. b Oct. 1918.
20: Coumanding Generals 1534 snd 164th Iufantry Brigades snd
1584 Field Artilliery Brigade.

le It is dosired that for the 6%h instant the effwt %0
trate the hostile pesiiion in our frouat be continued. It
further desirsd that every offort be made tw esiablish ecumun~
iestion with the detasmment of ths S508th Infaniry reported tc be
a$ MOULIN ds CHARLEVAUX. The iafiltration of the enemy line
by way of the RAVINK de CHARLEVAUX will be pontimued, as also the
effort by the 1534 Brig, to sdvance some of its elements north
along the general 1line of the HAUTE CHEVAUCHEE Reosd. ‘

- %Phe Counanding Gemeral of the 154th Brignde will establish snd
meintain iisison smong the slements of his eommand, placing & Bu. %o
be used as Divisional Reserve in the vieinity of the dugouts shown on
the 1 to 20,000 map £t 94.9-T4.6, Linison will be cstablished and
maintained with the French Division on our left. It ia believed that
the right of that Division will be found in the visinity of the pikes
where road ruaning East from BINARVILIE enters the Divisional Area,
The prinoipsl effort of the Commanding Genersl of the 1B8r& Brig. will
»e to elear his front of the enemy, sand advanoe his line. The primeipsl

€No 589 continued on next page)
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Bo. 589 (Continued).

effort of the Uommeanding Generai of the 154%h Brig. will be %
eatabliah ecununiocat on with the elements of the 308th Infanix
near the MOULIR de QHARLEVAUX, and to ¢lean out the bodles of
snesay now balieved to be in resay of that position,

ROBERT ALEXANDER,
Major Genersl,
889 Command ing.
g&a 2

Hessuge for Major wzaittleaa{
Comanding 1s{ Bun., 308th Infsatry.

1. Retire with your forees o Regimental P.0. The atiention of
the eusuy in your rear is being held by our rifle und wmuachine gun five.
Phiz shounld ensble you to locate the enenmy by his fire &na gtrige him
in the rear und flunk.

By Command of Majoxr Gen&ral ALEXANDER 3

J. R. R. HAHNAY,
Ghief of staff.

!oﬁ ém&

Message Ho. 3. | P.C. 776k Div. 17h1b
6th Cetober 1916.

Dreadnought 1 desirod alrplene o gu oul &% cnoe and drop &
messege for ocur troops who are eut off. Here ism {the mospage;

MESSAGE POR MAJOR WHIPTLESEY ~ Coord inbtes BO4.6~2706.3
Copmend ing Jet Dn. 300th Inf.

Ouxr troops now &iisciking Gersen Tronohes in yavine Southeust
of MOULIE de CLARLEVAUZ, The Division Coumsnder divectis
thet 7ou retire end fLight your wey through, aitack the
Gomans fror the vear while our troops engage itheir front,

Sent 5:156 P.H. RAHRAY
Chief of stafR.

o, 69}




. 2 5 Octioder, 19°% 1Y hr,
" “Messege for Major Whittlesey, Commanding 1st Bn. 308tk Inf.

BErigede Coumander new attagking German Trenches in ravine
seutheast of MOULIN de GEARLEVAUX.

Pivision Commtnder directs you retire and fight your way through,
attaoking the dermans from the rear while our troops enguge their front.

HAENAY
Chief of Steff,.
Bos 692

Hesdquarters, 77%h Divisien,
Ameyican E.P.
i0h05

. Sth Ootobex, 1518
Meno %o Commending Generel, 1b4th Inf. Brig.

1. Take the 4 ocmpenies now in Divislional Reserve in the visinity
of the Depot de lNsohines, proceed with them personilly so that you oan
direat their vigorous asection against the Boohe trenches shown on the
1:20,000 Pl n Directeur &s ruming southeast Lrom ILs Palette Pavillen.
The Mrench have now taken im Plsette Pavilion &ni tre depending wpon owr
so~gperation to hold it, Astask vigorously and drive out the Germams
whish intervene beiwean you and the position indloated.

ROBERY AILEXANDER,
Ha jor Genersl,
Be. 594, Comstnd ing.

@G-2 T7%h Division, A-E.F.
October 6, 1918.
Measage received by G-2 at 19h30.
Prom: Lt. Bol%, 50th Aero Squadron.

"#e'res up trying to drop food and ammunition bhut motor went bhad.
At 6,15 P.i. saw big white fiares being shot up froax the battalion,
then later, on the APRr:OiT-BINARVILLE Rosd -~ ome big white flare.
Saw our troops on thet road &t meme plece -~ 397,8-E706.8. Squadron hae
been arepping food snd ammunition ell d&ay."

Ro. 599




l@o 18
Memoranfum to G-3, 1YhBL Oot. &, 1918.

Signal Officer reports fhmt while at DEVROIT two of fioers from
the 50th Asro Squedron flying plane NHo. 8 otme in sfter being
foroed to land near BINARVILIE snd were shown baok to Brigede
Becdquarters, 164tk Brig. This was the plsne that waa oarrying
food, srmunition and medical sapplies to Hajor whittlesey's
bettalion, end fraz the informetion gainud they had Aropped the
above artiocles at the plsoe whers batialion was last known to be,
3ignal Officer said that the sviators had made & eomplete report to
Intelligence Officer, CAPT. DELEHANTY of the 308th Infentry.

Ho. 605,

Meszzage Ho, 16. ‘
Regeived by DREADFCUGHY 7 from Office of BOHEHUFAD 3.

Direct thzat 2 vigorous effort be nsde this afierncon to relieve
the Compenies on the left of the 77th Division that are cut off.
Suggest that they be notified by seroplans of the atlsck so that the
aation of the people cut off will bde goordinated,

Above order from Army - transnitted by Corps.

DREADHOUGHT -7 stated that all that had been ordered hsd sircedy
boeen done tnd every effort was being made looking to relief of the
foreces out off, and waa deing looked after by DREADHCUGHT~1 In person.

Benarge No. 13
DREADHOUGHT 6 18h30 Qot. 6, 1918,

834x plancs working to ctrry out the supvliee two of then hed eome baak
before I loft the field, the firet one refurning olaiwmed that he eaw some
movement around the poinmt. Tho second plane did not see anything &% ell,
dxopped the supplies &% point desipmated,

The lst plens dropped pigeons &nd seys that he arcpped the oage overbotrd
in good shepe 2nd that the parsshnte opened so he thinks the pigocrs were
dellvered &1l right.

They feal pretiy good sbout that, do they. Good work, that's fine
business,.

Bo. 614,




Bo. 11; 12n860 Oct. 6, 18,

DREADHOUGHT 10 reports 7 plancs have gone forward with feod, smmunition
end medionl pupplies. Two plenes have retmrned and have gons forward
with anothsr lobd. They 414 not see snyome on iheir first trip but
threw the stuff and the materisl 2% ithe ooexdinates given.

DBEADHOUGHI-Y¥ Juet keep them going ~ have them oontimue to garry out
that mission.

Bo. 616

DAKOTA 1 - 19h10 Ootobexr 7, 1918 (Through Dukoeta 11) 6:45 Pl

About 260 yards west of tho oress-roads LA VIERGETTE on the

north slde of the roud, Ouzr nen heve prastiosally resched ithis road.

The &rd Batitaliom B08th hs: pushked up v the Poed 9T42-77.6 t0 96.b~

Y7.4. Tho lst Bn, 308%h is om the rellroszd spur running out northweat
betwaen the two roads al the croas-xroads LA VERGEYTE. 7The («0. of that
battalion hsg orders to proceed ionizhi up to the rallroad that yuns along
78. 1 have szant iho Engineers to out roade for him so that he oon reseh
thet point. %The 28th Division i1s ecat of na and has shout B oompsnies,
800 6o 1000 yurds north of L& VIERGXTTE. Thoy sre stopped by strong michine
gun fiye from the dirsction of CHATEL. I an going to place troops 1im
position extending prsotiically along from the eastern boundsry botwosn the
wood road where the 306th Infantry batialion is and the rallrcad wimre I
hove ordered the lst Battulion Y0Sths These troops will asaist the

20tk in olsaring out those guns oo that we mey eontinmume slong the road. I
heve scon Col. Conger and have told him that I would plase men or his left,

The 2nd Bn. 806th is up on this road and covers entirely to the
left of our seator,

I have strong natrols along the road to contlinue to the western edge
of the Div:slon seotor and to hold that rosd so that no presaure esa be
brought en the front of the 154th Brigads. ;

Thers has been gontinual muchinae gun five in the vslleys in front of
the 164th Brigade. I have sant Otfisers to stop any Auerieans fyvom firing
to mroteci any of our wmen shooting inteo saoch other.

Tou oun reagh me here on the telephone whenever desired, I am now
txying to logate & plase for all the eleszents of the ocommand for ths night.
Hearly all the aloments are in the visinity of this reoud. :

!93 &4_&(



Keasage from Delsware 1 1 OB 0Oet, 7, 1818,

Just hesrd from Houghton: his advanced eiements are mow on the
1ine 95,4~756.9 at 2 o'oloek, and he is probably on 76 now. He is moving
up towsrds WHITTLESEY snd taking rations and mediosl supplies.
I have given him orders to takes over the entire line of the
Brigade seator on errivel and the 308th will somstitute the sscond
1ine regiment. On the left I have sment out & gompeany on sash side o
try out what's on the Tront, partienlerly those trenches on the left,
ﬁ gi?n ‘orders for rations and mediosl supplies to be rushed up on
he reilroed.

I shink they have probably had orders to get out &ll along, Sir.
Phat’s what 1t looks like. You were doing the best you eould.
understand,

Jo. SB%

¥o. 8. P. C, Y7¢th Division
8 Oot., 1918  18h15

T0: Officer in Charge of Truck Irsin sent for Major Whittlesley
in MOULIN 4e CHARLEVAUX ROAD.

1. Msajor Whittlesley's somumand has been taken to DE2(T des
MACH 1158, You will therefore yeport bhack to atation, Arrvange
in route to piok up the elething sent up W dathing snd delonelng
plant nesxr Division Hesdquarters and send them arcumd to Major
Whittlesley at the IECOT des MACHIHKS vias BIRARVILIE,

4« R+ Ho Hannay,
Ghisf of Starf,

Bo. 677.
Ogtober 8, 1918.
WHITTLESEY's COINIARD
Skrength
Ratered acti.:: ‘:a Oot. 24 g:t:‘n ob::a::;d on ég;g:: R
Misaing
gﬁ&th Inf, and 8 g 378 officers 821 offisers 64
os, 308 M.G. Em, and men and men
Co. K, 30%th Inf. _ 98 " " $S_" " A5
Total 463 Orfieers 594 officers & nen 69 effisers

and men and men




Ho. 679 {Continued)

Of these reoturnmed
fellowing wounded: 186 )} of whiah
3 offioere

Effeotives 288

0f killed snd missing ~ Total 9 offisers of whioh 4 known to
be killed and § others missing, £
nown to be wounded.

Ho, 878,
To the Coumanding Offiser of the
£nd Batl. J. R. 308 of the Y7%h
Amex iosn Division.~
Sir: |
The Bearer of the present, COWELL R. HOLLINGSHEAD, hes been
taken prisoner by wus om Ostober, He refused to

the German Intelligence Officer every answer to his gqueations and
18 quite an homoursble fellow, doing homour %0 his fatherland in the
strigtest sense of the word,
Ee has been sherged against his will, delieving in deing wrong
to his country, in earrying forward this present letter to the Offiser
in eharge of the Z2nd Batl. J. R. 308 of the 77th Div, with the purpose
to recommond this Commsnder to surrender with his forees as it would be
quite useless to resist any more in view of the present ocond it ions,
Zhe suffering of your wounded men o6n be heard over here in the
German 1imes and we 8re sppealing to your hunan sentiments. A withe
Flag shown by one of your men will teil us that you agree with twse
sonditions,
Please treat the CROWELL R, HOLLIRQSHEAD as &an honourable man.
He is quite & soldier we savy you.

The Ger:nan Ceamending Officer.
Be, 680,

8 Oot. 1918 180056
FROM: DELAWARE)L
703 REEADROUGHT «3

Colonel Johmson reportis that sll of his elements are in shapre.

He brought beok Major Whittlesley and his troops. DREADNOUGHT=S i~

We have got everything ready for him here - dslousing, clothes, billets,
ote., DREADEOUGRT~1 gave speoifie orders sbout that, Didn't he give
direet aorders to Whittlesley about 1t., He gave me direct orders sbout
it. 1 will see that I ean do sbout getting the other stuff to them.
$an you tell me sbout whexre your lins is now?

{continued on next page)




No. 688 {(Continued),

JELAGARE-l: £293.0-~276.5 right of 307th Infuntry; 298.2+277.E.
French ars not up with my lsft line, but they are coming up
tonight, they report. HKow om the lime with the 506%h. Tonight
they are to mowe up. B8helling the wsiley in our Seotor, preity
hoavy down as far 88 the Command Post of the 308¢h Infantry.

Bo. 688,

Ro. 28
MWWI*ma‘ﬁn 3. nlsb .

Have now the position of the front line troops and their connestion.

The line of ocur frout lime rests gcoordinate 295,8, 2Y6.5 and the
right 295,.38-276.6. On the right 1is the 1st Bn. with 2 companies in the
front line aad 2 eompenies in the 2nd line, and the 3rd Bn. is on the
left with the same formation.

The ressrve battalion {the 2ad) is held baok on the line 75.6
behind the line of wire.

On the right the line is conneeted with the 168rd Brig. They heve
toush on the left with tho Freneh., LA PALETYE TRENCH and the Boche
in our yesay have been wiped out by the 508th and the Prenoh. The Boche
have CHARLEVAUX Trengh, but 1 thiank they will get omt. We have atrong
post out on & line of ridge generaliy defined by the ocordinate %7,
He atand now yeady %o sdvanse with the 1B&rd and the French.

Disposition of the 308th not known wntil Johnaon returns.

Bo. 93,

No. 20
From Delaware 1 14h4B 8 Oot., 18

X had food, overcoets snd mediocal supplies rushed up to the
front this morning snd they xeesshed there all right. Johmson
toek oommand of the 308th &t 12, He went forward to lesarn of
the situation and eonditions and to organise the ecamand., He alseo
imnuwhnnhtmatothafrmmtmthomon;#
ths trenches which they oceoupy im the vieinity of the
OuBs S.E. of 1A PALETYE. They are said to be in there ani the
Frensh whe &re moving forwerd om cur left have gtepped at that
point, Johnson will report on positions as soon 88 he retrras
but he intends to drive them out of that trench snd of that
line in our seetor, Houghton has thrown out patrols slong
the ridge prastically on the 7¥th parellel. He is not .
attempting to move forward and he wont go forward until the 163rd

{(eontinued on next page)




No. 696 {Continuved)

Brigede does on his right. He has got to get seband cover his
sestor to the left before he will move forward. His object is
$0 move forward on the ridge &8s soom s8 pessible. The Frensh are
still held up thers at LA PALETTE., There is & French Compsny
holding east of cbservatory &t point on mep 4089. Will let wus
know when he hesars from Johnson or HoughSon.

fhat 18 not the right of their lime dutl one sompany only
whiok osme forwerd &s liaison ygz. The right of our line is
further bsek. I have iroops bey the observetory and we are
going %0 try to turn to the left snd turn them omt this afternoon.
‘ Houghton has found wvery little opposition this morning -
2 little maghine gun reasistanee,

Ho, 695.

YHITTLESEY s GOMMAND Lonses

Strength Xilled
Entered sotion on Ost. 24 with ihgtu:::nﬁ on & Missing.
208th Inf. axd g 375 officers &  3E1 efficers & men 5
2 Cos. 306 l(.ﬁ. Ba, Nan
Go. X, 307th Inf, 8§ men 9 * * - As
Totals 443 01f. & nen 3594 " "

K
18

O0f these returned
following wounded 156 - of which 3 orficers

REffectives 258

- Of killed snd misaing Total § offioers of which 4 known to be
killed and 5 others missing 2 known to be

Be. 701

Bo. 16 ~ Oot, 8, 1918,
Prom DREADEATGHY 1 to DREADHAUGHT 3.

Tfoll G-~1 t0 send ton truseks %o the point on the Li VIERGETTE
MOULIE de CHARILEVAUX Rosd, where he will find Major Whittlesey's
eommand, JBring Major Whittlesey and his eommand to the vieinity
of the present Div. P.C, where they een have an opportunity to get

{continued on noxt page)




704 {Contimued)

8 bath and change of elothes. Arrange to have kitahen fagilities
for these men. Direet G-l to have & complete ghange of elothes
ready for about 150 men.

Bo. T08.

Message No. 12. From: Deuver l. Reod. 1130 8 Oot. 1918.

The 308th when they went in with #hittlosey had 396 men,
inglusive O, and D Cos. of the Z206th M.G. Bn. of whish we have
321 men and offigsers left. Co. K. 307th, went in with 88, of
which we have 73 remsining, & %otel of 394, all ranks; of these
166 are wounded, 51 stretoher guses, XKilled and miasings 9
ofticars, of which 4 are known %0 be killed; of the b missing
officers, 2 known to be wounded., 3 other offisers wounded
now in owy hands, 60 enlisted men killed and misaing. Total
killed and missing 69. '

The Prench are slowly eoming up on my lefi and wmeeting Jjust
8 little resistansce sround LA PALERTE. Am pushing cut t0 the
left to give them & l1ift behind the Hunds, EKwerything clesned
out behind me at daylight.

Ho, T0Y.

Ho. 30
MESSAGE 10h4b 8 Oct. 1918,

DREADHOUGHT 1 has dirested DAXOTA 1 %0 have an ambulance sistion
establislied at point on road $6.1~Y6.Y &t onee, There are sbout 30
sasualties down the rosd over in the other sestors belong to
WHITTLRSEY's En.

He. 309

Bo. 8.
FROM IDBLAWARE-1 8 Oot., 1918 10hS0
20 DRUADEOUGHT -7

The Prensh have not taken LA PALETTE PAVILIOH and there are
some Geruans in the trenches immedistely to the right of that-
the OBSERVATORY it is oalled, The French &re now working sround
énd I am going to get HOUDGHTOR to swing into the rear snd wy
and get thece people out. I &m dringing the rolling kitohens
up slong that road, I mean way around the right flank by
LA VIERGETTES. The road is under shell fire. In ny opiniom it
wonld bes much better to bring them srousd by BINARVILIE. From
there we could bring them up by peek train and would be able
t0 oaxyy them right olear up to the front lins and would very

gzc{atly eage getting supplies up to the txroops. (contdnued on next page)




Bo. 710 €3Wt1m¢)& ~ -
mwxomm‘-s _says that munﬂﬁm-l ds.reots that tha;y bs mmt

L s i e

uwmw. ﬂy was OW‘r rwn. anere is ulﬁ‘-b x'wa gLt o Uﬂl&& sm-

IELAWARE~) The whole front is more or less under shell fire,
Phe men in Fhittlesley's Battelion whe have been lying along the
road up theore are constantly umder shell fire, 3Ry brianging
trensport along that road it would expese these men up there %
uh& m:‘am it would be mush sasier to Wring transpart up the
° TOR

IREADHOUGHT-Y Alright go shead and 4o it. KHOUGHTOX reported
thet there wuag no shsll fire on that other road,

- .

£32 Y

Bo. ¥
P.C. 77th Div. {G-2) 1B Oot. 8, 1918.

After conversstion with some one st DENVER-1 who wag talking with
the Sgt. Maj. of Whittlesey's Bn., I phoned es follows to Corps:

"Whittlesey's Bn. rec'd nothing from air men, Whittlesey
is 0. K, Men are wesk,"

He furthey estimated affective strength ef Bn, &g 125 men snd
80 wounded coming out.

(3igned) MOREY, Lt. Cole.
Bop 718,
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THRIS COPY TO LIEUTHNART COIONEL

Ba s ZECK. ‘ Headquawters, 77¢h Idlvision
Lmeriocan LE.Fe
0ffice of the Division Inspector.

9 Ostoder, 1918

From; Tha Inspector, 77th Division, imerican Z.F.

w3
o
..

The In

- L A "-a-i T R AU S et G

tenorsl Headgusriars, arinan 0. P.

Sukjeat: Daily Report.

1, As per instructions comatined in Memormmdum, Hesdquartsers, First
LIMY, deEeFey Office of Inspector Ganeral, 8 October, 1918, I report the following:

{a) On Ogtober 7th the stubborn resistence of the enemy decroased
and our line swcesded in reaching the positions of the ocampenies near MIULIN DE
OHARLEVAUX. The decreased emenmy resistance indicated a withdrewal,

{b) Lfforts were mede In the morming to advonce snd a heavy artillery
preparstion wus plenned for 14hDQ. Thias artillery preparation was no¥ oaslled for,
however, dws $0 the withdrawal in owxr fromt,

(Signed) Fe R Rigk
E" RQ RI@K.
mgr" mfm’ UsSehe
Division Inspestoar




REPORT OF 154TH INMNTRY BRIGADE
DATED 29 OCTOBER 1918
COVERIRG PERIOD FROM

OCTOBER 2 TO OCTOBER ¥, 1918.




Headgwarsers 154th Inf. Baigade,
Amoxiaan E.¥, 294 Ootober 1918.

Repors of Operations of the 1B4th Inf. Brigeds Y7tk Nivisien
in the Argonue Poreet from Bepltember 264k %o Octaber 17tk 1928,

* L & % ] L * » L J ® . L ]

Ostobexr 2nd 1918, In e mrning of this dsy the attack was again
mads and the attempt 0 advance was wmsusoessful. AS 12480 pem. an attack was made
ith the rollowing results; Oun the lefs six companios of the J98%h Inf. and ame
opmy of the 3)7¥h mr., which fellewsd the 3§8th Inf., smosesded in pametrading

the gep in the enexy line of Srwmches whioch was fowms in the bettom of a yavime
ruming norsh aml soulh om the left of the Brigade sester, and advimoed as far as
e ravins &t Charlevawx 181l. On the right, the 3074 Inf., wos again diecked

Wy wire and Srenchen. I to this Shme my left flank had besn pertially sowred
firsts by Whe 924 Division, U.Seds and later by the 71st Division, Fremelh, altho

all $imes these wnits were to my year. The detachments of the SOTH Inf. amd
Weth Inf. mder camand of Majer Whistlesey, advanced £ %0 the fremt, ocarrying
out the instrmotions recelved fyom s Division Gonmsmder 4o *push feorward witheut
regard to flenks,” leaving my left flask daugerously exposed, partisularly in view
of the fast that the trends linme whick had hexesorere cheaked ny advaxse ccntimmed
to the lefs, where it was held in feace 2y the Gerumas who had sucoesafully sppesed
my advenoe on this frond attempied by the Fremch. Their holding this lime eof
trendhes made 1t pessidle for thom %0 pass by the flak in rear of the olemmmts

of ay commnd which had sdvanced to the wiginity of Charlevawx iill. Two cempanies
of the 308th Inf., mowd forwspd with a view %0 cheoking any swoh movemwnt en ¥he
part of the ensmy and my brigeds reserve was also mxwed wall %0 the front as far &3
it oould be Saken before night set in. Major "hittlesey hed hai oxiers on reaching
the Charlevamx Mill % hold that position miil the other eloments of #he line had
reached him,

s

Ost. 34 1918, On shis mowming, wder the foregeiag directioms,
the Brigade less the elemnts umder MeJor Whittelsey, attacked the enemy frent
wish a view of pushing forward $0 the line of Gharlevaux Miil. They were chesked
at all points, the snomy during tho night heving mewd in fxom the right ef
trendhes already constrmoted and having dwring the night placed wize in the bettonm
of he vallgy. Two attacks durimg Wais day e penatrase the aneayg's positisn were
meds, but falled and at night he oomditions remainei as before ~ commmisation i ta
MaJor Whittlesey being ous off,

October 4th 1718, On Osteber 4th pursusat to Field Owdey Ne. B0
Trsh Ddv., 34 October 19168, C.3, the attagk on the snamy's pesition was resmmed
with the fdea of sdvemcing t0 the lime held iy Majer Whittelsey st Chaxlevamx Miil.
On ¥his omasicn, the French sttacked in semjwo tien on owr left but the Premsk -
m owr laft and our lefk, wore sgain shedied. Celemel Stadey at this Siwp asked
to bo relisved from Gemmand of this regimem$, 308 Inf,, stating Shat he was
wwilling to wee his comwmnd for further swh attscks ewing %0 its whansted cem-
‘disfem. HEs reqwmest was net complied with at Whis time, althe reperted ¢o the
Division Commmmder. Ox this ey, rveegniwing the fast that to fosue & Passgs
throwgh the snesy's wire ani trenshes even afder sareful artillexy proparation
would likely be wnsucosssful, ke JP¥th Inf. was 4 xested $0 move ome battalisn




woll to the right and adeevor %0 pass by a Pevins sroumd the left flamkx of the
enemy*s wire, flanking him out ami cutting his rear, emdssvoring %o resch Wjor
Whittlesey by this meams. At the sam tiw arrsgemmts were meds with the 1534
Brigads on owr right for them %o meve Ly the left flank through the same ravime ~
the two brigades acting in conjmotion in the attempt. Iiate in the aftemocn

two compmies of the N7k Ini. susceesdesd in passing the wire by the lafs flmk

of the enemy's poaition snd night fall fowmd the commmd, exeept these mmﬂn,
in the same position as the previous day. '

Ootobey Bth 1918 On this mowming ¥Ye atiempt to ndvance was com-
tinwed wnder previeus orders. On the left the 308th Inf, simply made a demen~
stration, as was the czse slomg the fremt of the JFO7sh Inf whilst $0 the extram
right of the 3074k Ins. the attemps 0 pass arownd the flmk was resumd. This
moveant progresssd vexy slowly owing 40 resistanse sncomtered and ewiig %0 the
fact that from time to %Sme it ran into light wire around whigh 4% had te woik, bus
1 progressed stesdily md night fall fommd She entire battalion on the flamk of
the snamyts position, working wwrd MJor Whistlesey. On the left of the position
in frout of the 308th Inf. at 11480 6'slsek, no progress had been made and on
reporting this fast to the Divisien Cemmmder, the Brigsde Commmder of the 154th
Inf. Brigade was t0ld 50 sake s Battalien (She Divisiomal Reserwve, which the
night beforv had been drawn fryom the 1ime and replaged Wy awther battaliom) ani %
$0 forxward pearsonally ani see ¥hat the atteek against the enemy's trenches in front
of the 308tk wos pwoperly lmmehed sad $ relieve Colensl Stacey frem commad of
his rgimem$. This pus the commmd of the 500 ERfmiyy in the hands of Capt. 4
Bregkenridge. The attack was lawwheld as divected by the Division Communder, Wl th
one battalion of the 30Tth - the Divisiomal Reserve mnd in adiitAom, three compmies
of the 308th Inf., the Brigads Cemmsnder n0 & only lamehing the sttack but personally
SaXxing commend and diresting the same. On this ocoasion the Premeh wers 0 have
assisted us wnder arrangemmnts mede by higher headqurters. They falled te do $his
and the attack, wHidh lasted from half past two 0 8 p.m. was mswessstul.

v

, Ootober 6th 1918, Thder the provisions of Meld Wessage No. 4 Hgs
7Tt Divishon, Ge.se the attompt to break the enswy's lime and rellieve Mnjor

whi ttlesey was continmwed. On the part of the S07%h Inf. there was 8 demonstiration
against the enemy's front by ons battalion ani the battallion which had pessed

by the flank oontinued iis advonoe towawd Majoy Whittelsey. As stated before, this
mvemnt vas extremely slow en accewms of the determined msistmce of the eney

and the diffiocultfes of the terrain ower which Whe advanoe was Veing mais. In fromb
of the 308th Inf., under oxders of the Division Cemmamier, sn attack was sgafn A
lsuched by 9 companies — 4 of the 3PTth Inf (Divisicsnineseve) sud 6 of the 308
Infant¥y. Again the Fremsh wexe $o have assisted us im the atiack by passing
fhrowgh ws ani sssaulting tle £irst 1ime trenches and owr tro#ps passing threugh
them, wore to bave nasauled the trendhes in the rver. This plan failed ~ the Fremsh
not cowing wp, sltho ooming W lator om owr lef$, $0 a2 point somewhsai in rear of owr
lsfs, along the Binamxvills read, vhere they were held wp iy fire from the enemies
180 of itremobes at Lo Palette Paviliem, ¥he exemy's irenches in fremi of the WStk
Inf. had been subjested to a heavy arsillery fire during the night, but sppsrently
without effeet, the wire on owr advamoe, being found practically imtsst. Iater om
this eveuing woni was rveseived that the fimmking elemmmts of the WTth Inf., were
well to the front ani spprosching Majer Whl ttlesey.

Ootober 7th 1918, Om this mermiag, oxiers were given to feel owd
the front of the position, in front of the 598%h Imf., and if no resistence was



ensomntered, to push forwaxi as »upidly as pessible. In the meanthm, wexl ws
Teseived that the 507ih Inf. wes sppaeedling Majer Whittlesey and & short time later,
word was reseived that ths S08th Maf. had renetmeied the enexy's pesition md dad
reached Major Whittlessy, relieving his gemmnd. On this day, .the entire eommnd

was on & line of Charlevaux Mill about 276.4 where it reerganized.

. * * * . » ] » . e

(Signed} Lvan ¥. Jehnaon
- Brigedier Genorel

Ocusmn d ing
ensle )
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Heedquarters 154th Inf, Brigade
Ameriomm E.Fe 0ot 4th 1918,

FIELD ORDERS 5430 PaM. oonfirvming telephone
NO. 8O ingtruotions of 12116 pem.

Mep : FORET D'ARGONTE
1/20,000

l. The situation 1s spproximetely s indicatod in Fleld Order No. 49
Headguarters 154th Jaf. Brigade, 3xi October 1918.

2. The sttack of the 77th Division will procesd this afternoom.

3. a) Jomdaries betwean Brigades remain umnchanged.
b} The 307th Inf. will attesk the emeuy now coowpying the line of ‘

tyenohes in front of thédir position this afternoon. At 23X p.m. destructive fire will
be placed on that line of tremshes et points designated by ‘he Comssnding Officer of
the 507th Inf. The camani will be formed as olose as possible to the fire, ready to
advance through the gaps In the wire at 4330 p.me. After pessing over the lins of
trenches, the 307th Inf. will contizue thelr advanos to the road and railroad, orgsn-
izing in position abreast of the 308th Inf. on thelr left and refusing their right
flank %0 establish liasison with the 1834 Brigade, moving thelr xight flank forward as
the 1834 Brigade comes up on line,

The Commanding Officer of the 308th Ins. will proceed at once, taking
with him the provisional Reserve {2nd Btn. 307th Inf.} t¢ the relief of the troops
of that regiment (208th) now wnder commend of Hajor Whittlesey ocowpying the front
line of ths 308%th Regimentsal Scotor. On the way forwari, the C.0. 508th Inf. will pick
up the three compmies wnder commmd of Capt. MiDougall, 308th Inf. When the reliof
has been made, the position now held by the six compsnies on the front 1line, will Te
osoupled, the flank refused toward the leaft (enemy).

o) Artillery preparation as per paragraph 3, sub-paragrsph b, above.

4, Administrative snd lisison arrangements -~ No ohange.

5. 3Brigade P.Ce. ~ Ho change.
Regimental P.Cs - Ko Change.

8y Commmd of Brigadier Gemeoral Johnsen

D4 stridution: {s) Felle
CeOe 07th Inf. FoH. HoEntght
Ce0e 308%h Inf. Capte Inf. WBA,
Ce0s 306t M.G. Bine. Operations 0ffioer
TTth Divigion

War Diary

Flle




Headguarters 1B4th Inf. Brigads
Ame Hoan E.fe, Oot. %2 108,
8330 aem.
PIELD MESSAGE HO. 1

Te Colo Q78R Infe
8th Inf.
308th M.G. Bn.

‘ 1+ In acoordamse with oxierw from the Division Commmder, ani confiming
el orders issued yesterday eveming by the Brigede Commander, the following will be
the program of the 1B4th Inf. Brigede for 6th Ootober, 1918 ¢~

The sffort to pematrate the enaxy's position in our fromt
will be oont immed. Ewvory effars will be made to esteblish
commmication with the detechment of the 308th Inf. reported
to be st the Moulin de Casrlevamx. The Infiltration of the
enemy?’s line ly way of the mvine ds Charlevaux will be con-~
tizmed in co~operation with the ol amsuts of the 1834 Brigade
with vhom we are in toush.

The battalion of the 307¢h Inf. now in Divisional Resorve and &n the
sector of the 3Q8th Imf. will be plsced in she vioinity of the dugouts shown on the
1 % 20,000 map at 94.9 ~ V4.8,

Clome liaison with the French Division on our left will be meintalned
by the lisison growps already establéshed, at spproximately where the road rwmning
eant from Binarvilie enters the Divisfonal Awes, the llaison group moving forward
to cervespond with the movememts of the clemed with vhonm ey are camected.

Llatson wilih the 1B3»d Brigade will be continued by theo grogs already designated.

The principal effort of all elswsnts of tids Brigads today will de
to establish commmisation with the elemsats of the 508%h In:., now near the Wulin
de Charlevaux snd %0 clean ows the bodles of the ememy beldeved to be in resr of that
positican.

By Comamd of Brigadier Gemorsl Jebmaom.

e He. NoEnight
Cwpte. Inf. UBA
TTth Dpivision Operations Orficer
1534 Brigade
Var dlsxy




Readquaxters 154th Infantry Brigude
Americen ieFe October 6, 1918
104130 pem.
FIELD OHDERS
¥o. B2

MAPS; FORET DYARGORHE 120,000
BINARVILLE =~ 1~10,000

1. The encny maeintains his posi don soress the seetor oocupled hy the

zl%th mf;":r!sado. spproximately at s line mfdwey between tho sast snd west coordinates
s and .

The 153xrd Inf. Brigads iz on the ¥ight of this Brigade, ani the Frenos
ars on the left. In the sector coowplied by thie brigeds, the 507th Inf., are en the
right smd the J0Bth Iuf. are on the lofs.

Brigsde md regimental bowmdaries and zonoes of advance remain as they
kave been indfonted in pregiows oxders.

2+ An idveamse of the 1béth Inf, Brigade will tske place at & a.n. 7%h
October 1918.

a} The 307th Ins. (less one battalion in the Division Ressve) will
cmtine thelr deliberate advenoe of yestorday, holding thexmselves in yeadiness $o press
forward rapldly sbreast ¢f the 308%h Inf. vhen the last named regiment sttains the
trenches on 1line 275,56 which are their first objective,

b) The 308th Ini, will attack the oneny cocuwpying the tremches at
go~grdinate 294.2 =md extending ess?t alomg the oeordinate 275.6 as far as the relilroad
in the mvine, This attack wll he made in conjumotion with the Fremoh whe will atisok
immedfataly wpon our left; there must be the cleosest coordination with the Franch foroes.

A% 5430 sem, tho 5 companies of the 308th Inf. along the line 276.0 will
be disposed as fellowas

Two oompanies on $the east sids of the ravine; one company in the first

1ine, one compmy in the second lime.

Three companies on the west slde of the ravins ~ the compamy on the lof't

to mainsain constsnt lisison with the Fremoh on the left flank of the

brigade. - :
The 2nd tm. 307th Inf (Divisional Reserwve) will be placed at the dlsposal
of the Commemding Offfioer 308th Inf. and will be formal at the same hour immediately
in rear of the 308th Inf., ani will sdvance as the support in tw lines, clesely
following the first line compmnies.

The Stokes Mortars amd 87 mm. guns of the 308th Inf. will be placed by
the Comamading Offiger of the 308th Inf., 80 as to gover the ares %o the ridht of the
ravine from the tremches in this area $o0 the 19ar, and esst of the wallroad, with a
destructive fire %o kesp dowm fire from enemy mechine guns or Steke Mortars which may
be placed on that side of the ravime, this fire to be in oconjmstion with thet of the
Feld irtlllexry as hereafier oxderec. All awailsble maohins gwms w1l be plaged,
under direction of the Brigads Machine Gun Offfioer, so that from 6 s.sme they will
sweep both sides of the mvine in the walley north of the cnamy's trenches. A% 6 n.m.
this maohine gun fire will 187¢ and wweep




the east side of the viligy from along 2 line which may be desoribed by the co-ordinates
94.6 t0 as far north as the cooxrdimate 76.0. This harassing fire will be with the
intention of keeping down the ememy fire which may be directed fxom that e de of the
valley on troops t:at may be advemcing to the west. It is expested that the

destructive offect of the combined Svokes Mortars, 37 mm. snd mechine gun fire, together
with $hat of the ocombined artillery as hereaftsr direated, will allow the sdvanse of the
troops along the western slde of tho valley.

Prior 40 6 s.u. the entire 1ine of the 308¢h Inf. will move forward as
far as can be done with safety in view of the artillery fire of preparation, and at the
1ifting of the fire at 6 a.m., this entire front will move forward to the objestive.

On the right of the rovins, the two copenios will advemse to the line of enemy trenches
which they will toke and hold, not advanoing beyond this point dut assisting the advance
of the troops on the eastorn side of the ¥avine by theix fire. On the western side of the
raving the enemy trenches will be attsaked snd tasken, the advamwe contiwsing until the
heights Deyund the 19ad ruming exst and west from the leulin de Charleveux izn the
reginentel sector, is reached.

the Commandcing O£ icer of ths 308th Inf. will lead the attecking columm
and meke the nececsayy detsliled arrsngemsnts for the advame.

3. At 12 pem. mlanight 6/7 Gotober 1918, a fire of proparation will be
placed by the heavy artillery on these tremches and will romefs thede wuntil 6 a.m.
October 7Tth, wvhan it will 1irt and at 5. sesms the trenches sad prolongation of these
lines on the east slie of the ravine will o covered by fire of 75 mm. guns, which fire
will remein on these pleces for ons hour and then will 11f% to the rear snd cover the
area t0 the rear of these tirenches with seswehing fire, comtinuing this fire until
8 Bl

4+ Ruuner aystome will be provided for amd satablished zs the advanoce
is mpde, and comstant informstion 28 to the pypogress will be semt back %o the advawe

regimental Pl _
The Brigade 3ignal Officer will push forward lines of commmication as
rapldly as possible, 80 as to maintain commmloation with the advencing colums.

During the sdvanoce, the alosest llalson maat be maintained with the
¥remgh on our leit, who will attack in conjumation with us.

B. The Brigads P.C. Wmily at advanoed P.C. of ﬂ%e m& Inf. t0
which point messages and informstion will be sent dack to the Brigade Commsnder.

By Command of Brigadiex General jolmsan..
(s) P. BH. MaEnight
Captaln, Inf.TeSsAe
O rations Offloer.




Headguaxters 1lB4th Int. Brigade
American L.F. 08t 7th 1918,
3330 Dema
FIELD MIESSAGE
¥0. 2

MAPS:  FORET u'ARGOERE 1/20,000
BINARVIILE 1/10,000

1. Therc zre incloations thut in the sectoxr of the 1834 Inf, Brigade,
on the right of this brigede, and in the sub-sector occupied by the 307th Inf.
of this Brigade, the enemy is withirawing his troops.

2+ 8} In accordance with telephonic imstructions giyen this afternoon,
the 307th Inf. will swiog its advamce toward its cbjsctive (helghte beyomd the road
rarming east and west fyom Noulin de Charlevaux) to the west, 20 as to reash and relieve
oormpanies 4, B, C, D, G aad H of the 308th Inf. and Company K ¢f the 30742 Inf. now
in posttion near the Mulis de CharleTaux, at the earliest possible moment.

b) The 308th Inf. will establish and maintain in olose proximity o
the enemy?s front line, (gpuroximstely at co~ordinate 275.6] olose contaot with the
enexy reporting promp tly to the 3rigade Commanier whem any indlo: tion is seen of his
wotirement,

3. a) "hen the 307th Inf. has attained its objective beyond the ulim
do Charlevaux ravine as sbove aescribed, it will orgamize defensively in depth,
osowpying the entire Brigade front amd thue oevering the sectors formerly ocouwpled
by both the 3078 and 308th Infantry. The 2nd m. 307th Inf. now in Divisional Reserve
will report to the ¢ ommending Officer 3Q7th Inf. for duty and assignmemt. Two battal-
tons of the 30Tth Inf. will constitute the mein line of resistance of the forward system

of defemnse, With one hattslion in suppors.
b) The 308th Inf. will orgenize for defense in rear of the 307th Inf.

sonstituting the support system, across the entiye brigade seotor. Ome battalion 308th

Inf. will be reportec to the Brignie Jommander for assignmemt to Divisionsl Reserve.
¢] MacMne Gun compenies will romwsin atteshed to the bdattalion to which

they have been asalghed in previous oxders.

4, OCombat llaison will be ost$ablished mnd mainteined betwaen the elomente
of the forward system ani tles neighboring umits on both flsnks.

5. Brigade snd Regimemtal P.C's no change until further oxders.
By Comuemd of Brigadier Gemeoral Johmson
{S) Pe He I0Knight

Ceptain, Inf. UsSesde
Opsrating Offioer




Headquarters 184th Inf. Brigsde
merloan .Fe Bth Octoher 1918.
FIELD ORDERS 7340 peme
HC. BB

MAPS: FORET D'ARGOENE 1/20,000
BINARVILLE 1/20,000

1. Ths enemy appears to have retized from the position which he ocoupled
yesterday, and is probably now in position facling our front line which extends from
point 935,85 ~ 4.6 %o point 95.2~77.2.

Tho 1534 Brizade 18 on the right of this brigade and 1ts left is in
rouch with our right flank. The Fremch are on the left of this brigads and huve cleared
out the Germens in lLa Palotte Srsmch to our left rear.

2« 7he Brigade zone of advance is as given in Fleld Message Ho. 4,

Headguarters 154th Inf. Brigade 8th October 1318,
JeThe 778h ivislion will copbinue 1t advonce LOmMOIIOW.
4 8) The 154th Inf. Sricade will advance at é a.m. tomorrow in conjunction

with the 18534 Inf. Brigade on its right a:d the French on 1%s left.

b} The 307th Inf. forms the fir:t line and covering the brigade sector
will advance at 6 a.me tomorrow mad will march to the line which is defined by the
wood Toed in the Bols de Quatre Chemes, generally along the co-ordinate, in the
left of the seotor 772 and the right of the sector 77.8. Upon reaching this line 1%
will hanlt and establish touch with the B34 Inf. Brigaie on its ridar%. vhen both
brigedes are on the line the advance will be continusd toward the ultimate objestive.

¢} The 308th Inf. (less lst Vn. withdrmwn today for Divisiomal Reserve)
wlll foma the seooni line of sdvanoss and will march behind the first line at & dlstame
of about 1000 meters 80 as to cover the laft flank of the first linme, marching
generally along the line of rsilroad in the western part of the Divisfonal sectorm.
It will psy particular atiention to the left flank of the adveamse, and will mep W
the ayea in the roar of the Tirst line of mny cnemy forces which msy be found therein.

’ The 1st Bn. 308th Inf. which has wi thirewn tedsy from the first

1ine will rest tomomow ani on the following day will marxch forward {im Divisiemal
Reserve) and gradually gain dilstence to the front so as to oome up to the other
olemtne of the J08th Inf,

E. ISaison will be maintained during the adveame by telephone ani other
availsble means; rwmers will be dropped back as the advence progresses, messages {rom
the front 1ine being s 2sed throngh the 308th Inf. cemstituting the 24 1ime, and relayed
bask to the

6e PoCe 307th Inf. Moulin de Charl evenx
P.Cs 3Q8th Iaf. Hoc change -
P.Ce 164th Inf. Brigeds ~ Until 9 B.me 9th Ootober 1918 no change;
at 9 2.me 9th Ootober P.C. of this Brigade will opem at point
7294.8 ~ 275.5, where the Binarville road enters the valley
ranning north anmd south in the western sestion of the bdrigade
sactorP. ‘

By Commani of Brigndier Gemeral Jolmson

(s} Pe H. IdDERight
Capt Inf. UBA
Op: rating Officexr




REPORT 307TH INFANTRY
COVIRING PERIOD FROM

OCTOBIR 2 TO OCTOBER 8, 1918.




REFORT OF OPERATIONS OF THE 3)TIH INFANTRY FROH SEPTEMBER
26TH 1918 TO NOVEMBER 8, 1918.

L »* ] * . * L

Part.2.
Page &

Regiment in Front Iine.

Aftex an artillsry preparetion,of little
effoqt, the Regiment attsgived with the 24
Battalion in the line, the 3d Bastaliom in

sSRpPIt,.

The emeny held. His sxrtillery and tremsh
mertar fire was very hesvy. The troeps drove
throngh to his wire and were stopped. Here
he wmed hand grensdss, rifle greusdes snd rifle
in addition to his mechime gmme.

The troops could not got through snd were
withdxown,

The oxder for the attack is missing.

M the aftermoon after amthear artilliery
preparation, %is thw of greater effuct, ths
attaok wos repswed. Piftean of the onemy who
were On patrol in frons of the wire wore taimm
priseners. Again the attask was stopped on
the wire.

The order for the stiasck is missing.

Msanvhile the 1lst Bn., 306tk Infantry had
sdvansed to n CHARLEVAUX.

The 34 Tn. of this Regiment was oxiered %o
follow thair 1toe of sdvamse and to0 tako position
to flank the enemy in pesition in owr seator.
Durdng the night the Battalion with guldes from
the let Bn. J30Bth started forward. Company "¢
got through, but the other Compenies lest touch
with Compmny "K' sand d1d not pess bayond the
flenk of the line held by the enemy.

Diapositions nlight Ogtedar;

2nd . Promt 14w i

3rd . 1 Co. Forward
S Cos. in 3D8th ares on extension
of our frond live.

1st Bn. Bdge Remsxve at 94.7Tl..




Paxt 2.

Page 7.

Regiment in PFront J‘.im.

The remsining compmides 34 En
atlexpited to gat thayouwgh %o the last
Bn. 308¢h, but foumd that the enemy,
having et the line of commmnicetion,
apposed them in foros.

He had plsced mmeroms machine guns
aleng the heigdhts above the ravine, and
in the ravine that leads %o Min CHARLEVADX <
fyom the South.

The companies were meble o got
through and withdrew to support.

DAsposttions night 3/4 Ooteber:
The 1st Bn. 3Tth reliewed the
2nd B, on the {1omk line
end ¥ 2nd Bn. wvent into
Efds Reserve in resr of DEFOT

DB MACHINES.

fhe oxder for the relief is missing.

Roglmezs in Fromt Lime.

icowrding to statememis of Rhe
Commemdey of the surroumded Battalfon,
obkatued after he had deen reliewd en
the 74 Ooteber, tho ensny hal cimomm—
trated heuvy foroes in Lfremt of us.

In the mming amther attack was madd.
It was wswooessful.

The oxdsx for the atiack is nmiesing,

In the afternoen after s heavy artillery
propamtion the attadk was resumed in con~
Junction with ar astack wp tho revine by
the and Battalfion NTEh mnd & battalion
I08tL Inf.




Pars 2.
Page 8

he attack up the ravine wns wnder
the persamal direetion of Gemerel Jelmamm.

Ro headwny oould be made. At nightfall
the attaok was disoontinmd. The casusl~
ties were very heavy.

The oners for the attscks are miaszing

Dispositions night 4/8 Ooteber;

mmmammmmmmm
APREMORYT o

The 2nd Bn was msuwocessfnl smd was
withdraw during the »night.

The orders for the attack are missing,
Tispositions for night 5/6 Ostoder:

34 umsm

LYHOWE WORT.




Paxt 2.

Page 9
&b Qotober 1918y
Regimsnt h Front Iine.

The attask was resuned, heavy
perasure being brought to Deax on the
axtreme right flamk in conjunction
with the 1534 Brigade, while the 2nd
Bn. agdn “m@mnﬁn.

bed

flank (BOIS DE APREMORE) the line was
oarried forward soveml Mmxired maturs.

On the lef$ in the 508th seotor the

24 In was unsuoccessful, and at night
was withdrewm o the ravine near MOULIN
DE L'HOMME MORT.

The oxder for tho attask is miseling.
Dispositions night 6/7 Ootdbers
ist M. ir Mont Iine

3yd Bu. 4n Suppert
2nd M. in Bgde Resorw

mft in Front lime.

The attaok was resumsd, the 5d Battallon
on the laft in owr seator, the lat M
on ths right extending inte tlw sestor
of the 1534 Pgde.

Elemsnte on the right penetimted the
enemy positions anl swung to the nexrthwest
with the misation %0 reach the lst BEn 308%h.
This foxsed the evacwmiien of the positien
in our sector dreatly in front of the 3d Bn.

1% ponetrnted the enscsy wire and reached
the crest of the hill,




Part 2.

Page 10,
11 b 00

9 h00

The 24 In was brovght forywnrd under
commnd of the vegliment to point $5.5~78.5
in Suppert.

The ensmy was still in position on
Wis hill just sbhowe tho ravine at 96.2~
T4.,7. A Compmy was plased in position
%0 protect the left fluk as the right
pushel foreerd.

At dusk the lst Bn. 37¢h reachsd the
ist Bn. 306th =nd eutposted this Bn. as
well s its owm position.

The presancs of the enomy on omr left
flank being known the line of cammmice~
tion was heavily posted.

The ordar for the attask is missing.

Disposttions ntght 7/8 Oatober:

lst Bn. Right Fromt
3yd Bun. lef% frent and Mank
2nd Bo. Suppers

Regiment In Fremt Iine.

he onamy withdrew during the night frem
his position at 8.3~ PheT.

The position wes reerganized. This
Regimnd tuck over the Brigads Sestor amd
extendsd its line ower the %op of the hill
to the north of Min. CHARLWWAUX without

opposition.
he order for thé @amﬁm; 15 s sodng.
PiCo cotoblishol o8 Whn: GHARIEVANN.
Dsposttions night 8/9/ Octobers
1a¢ Ba. Right FPront

2 M. Iafls Fromt -
Znd Ba. Swport at 95.0-78.8
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Ref,
FIELD URDERS
HO. 48

Map Redf.

SIZARCY 1/20,990)

RAUCOWRYR

»

Ootober 2nd.

Ostobey 3rd

Dotober 4th

HEADQUARTERS JQ6TH INPANTRY,
METRICAR BeFe

REFOTE OF OPIRATIONS -
(Septemder 26th. %o November Oth 1888.)

» * * » * * L . .

Front Line: During the night swr troops remained in thelr posftions vt thouy
insident ani at 7400 L.M. sssisted by artillery adwvmced on Wme. First
report received at (B8408) stated everything O.K. advinoe under woy. A%
9100 L.l wrd was recelwdd thet they were going ocamtionsly wp west side
of rovine, giving scouts time to dovelope valley to the eant. At 9440 AWM,
the Support bBattallion was st 204.7 ~ 27l and at that point established
a2 mixed lialson post with #he Fremch. They wore 2lso in ocomtact all the
time vi th the advenced Battallen at 10310 A.H. our advamoed Battslion

wis held up at 34.8 ~ 75.8 Ly maohine gun fire from the west. A% 12400
Noo word wes rooeived that thoe Germauns had been drivem off at LtHomme
Wort am that wo were pushing on. At 12448 word came that we woiro held
at 94.8 ~ 7531 in ravine, by msshiuve gmn fire om hills both east and west
at were pushing attadk, and at 2445 Pel. Joouts hed reached parsallel

75.5 ez3% of ravine. At 5310 P.M. word won recsived that the left

flagnk had suffered lossez while attacking machine gums on hills $4.5 ~
75.2. The company was slec shelled by artillery.

Fremt 1ine:

1s% Battalion: 947 ~ 276.3
2nd. Battallon: 294.7Y ~ 2376.3
314 Battalion Brigade Roserve.
Beg. Hgrs. 296.8 ~ 270.8

A% 12480 F.l. sssisted by rolling darrage the lst Battalion, resumed the
advanoe, snd at 128 P.d. reported s gain throuwgh hasvy machine gmm

fire and sniping of 30 yurds, 0 a point 294.5 - 276.5.

Hossage at 2350 P.li. stated that "B Co, on right had captured 28

prisoners lnoluding ome offiocer {1zt Lt.} seven N.C.0's sad twenty privates.
They were tsken from & dug out in the viciaity of 208.7 - 276.5, and wore
all members of the 34 Compmy XB4th hegimant, 76 Rsserve Divisionm.

Anothey reported at 5;00 P.M. seid the "H" Company, on lefd, had captured
three machine gums in the vioinity of ¥ numbers not as yet recelived.

Pront Iine at 294.6 ~ 2%6.8.

The filtering in of Germsms on owr left flank osused conatderable trouble
in maintaining owr commmioations. The rummer posts were broken and one ru
runner csptured. (This message by pigeon sent at 12,35 P.M. Oot Srd) aAlse
stated that Cormans in small mwsbers were working to our left at abomt




2948 = 278.3. One Germun prisoner dep tured has been held at advimed
position will be sent thromgh when runmex system 18 sstablished. Prisoner
staded that his compemy of 70 mem wore brought @p herc lsst night® (0ot
2nd) by motor trucks. Plage oaptared 294.4 ~ 276.2. No furtler
identificctions,

A% 1035 LMo word was received "Opposition on owr frant and on our
flanks and thiat ouxr positioms were being shelled by Tremsh Mortars.

Octeber 5th

Cotober 6th

Front Iine: The situution on omr fwont line remains wuchunged. Enemy
machine gun {ire and shelling in Valley at 20444 =~ 2988 have prevented
rhe reestablishing of commmiontion without advanoed cospmies. All
Sttenpes to rsach aivanged position met with bheavy losses.

The attaok of the fremch on our left af 6330 4.M. was 1eported to have
been unsacoessiul ani at 11130 Adelis word was reseived that they had
reached ravallion le Paleite. It 18 expested the situation now serious
may be relleved by nightfall.

Enemy machine gun fire very active, bursts comnstantly pouring intc valley
soush of our asvasoed posi Hon. Fire directed from hills on both flanks
gnd slsc fyom Lront.

Our eygpors line is very clese t0 75.50 between 94 and 95. The advence
e in the aftemoon by our $roops in supvort reached this point and held.
Vexry heavy machiae gun fire, artillexy fire, one pounders and stokes
nortars from tho exenmy, provented oW reaching our troops at 94.5 -~ 7644
Prigoner takun by the French en our left during their operation of the
moming of Ostoder 5ih stated that our edvemced slements are still holdimng.

gonstomt and 4no remssd enemy artillery firve during the afternoon. %he
vallgy and slopes above parallel 76 and betwesn 84 and 95 rsoeive
slmost comstant shelling.

During the afternovon one allied plane from the B0th ierc Squadron attempted
to dyop message to ouwr advarded slememts. TResult not kmown.

Ootcher T

Front Line position 0f advameed slemanta remelns unchanged. 7The day was
compaxatively qulet, in pmepradion for am her asseult, to reach our
advamed elamenks.

AV Tod0 AM. this moming owr suppert treops camsisting of the Diviaional
and B gade Reserve sssisted by artillery attacked with the puwrpose

of ariving &he onemy fxam hehind omr Jeft flank, and relieving owr
advamned position. First reporss indiouted that the attask hed met with
heavy rzesisbanoe.

During the afternoon 24 alliod plsnes from the HOth Aero Jguadirem dropped
food and ammunition to our tyoaps in advamed position. Ome of these
plames piloted by Lis Georme R. Fhilips with Lt. Brown {Obeerver] made

a forged landing a8 294.5 ~ 274,85 due %0 engine troudble (No dsmags.)

The avisters found 1t necessary to desert machine a8 it was wnder heavy
machineg gan fire. 1245 Pel. plane coming from South, flying N.E. over
Valley L'Houmwe HOT:t Asi.Ce Gumns sotive. Disapoenred S.ve




Qotobax 8t¢h

The attack of owr txoops for the troops Jor the purpose of reaching

our advamned elements was forced to retire afier resching barbed
entangloments, owing to very hesvy machine gun fire and gremades from
the eneny. During +the aftegnoan there was little activisy on patrol on
the right mnd a compay on the left moved forward to recamoitre, and
to determine whether or not the enemy was retiring. This moversm$
mede considorsble advancemont, but drew mechine gm fire ami foumd
plonty of Germens to be atiil 4n the viocimity. lete in the afternoom
pakrols from the left flamk of the 3Q7¢h reaghed owr advemced olemnts
and durin; the night suocceedsd in gebtting food sl swglesl suplies
$0 ther. it 2130 Teie two men from our auvancsd elements broke threough
the 1line gnl roeached Regimental Headguarters at 7430 PeMe At 8418 Acle
pord was recelved fiom "XV Co. patxol on righd of ravine which stated
r*Have remchec our objective of yesta: dny. Gormens have retirved, sm
rughing forwarce”




SUWPPLEMINTARY REFORT ON OYIRATIONS OF
308TH INFANTRY
COVERING PIRIOD FROM

OCTOBER 2 TO OCTOBER 8, 1918.




Headquerto rs 308th mmfantxy
American E.F. PFranee.

SUPPLIMIITTARY RFPORT ON OPERATIONS
Fron Ootober 24 1918 to Oosobar 8th 1918,

In the allled drive whioh sommomsed 3ap tember 26th 1918, the lst
Bu. 308th Infantry was the advance Battalion in the Westorn Subsesctor af the 7Tth
Dhvision Sector in the Forest of Argomme; the 23 In 208%h Infmtry was in support
eommanded by Captain George ITuurtry.

On October 2d these Battelions were at 294.9 - 275.95 {Rimnarville
mep 1/20,000)e he advance had been held wp at this point om Ooteder ls¥. by mashine
ém opposition. The fterrain wzs Siffisult; s revine running North smd 3South thra
the mMddle of the Beginmen¥al Jubsector, with steep, thloXly wooded hills on olther
side. The principle rocictmr ¢ Bad been aucowtered on Ovtober lst on the west of
the ravine vhere 0 and F Camgpantes were inm position.

A% 11135 Leil. the followiug morning oxder was received fyom Colonel
Staeey, Commanding the J)8th Infantry, "The advawe of infemtry will comssmse at 12,50 -
12450 xxxxxxxx. The Infontry action will be pushed forward wtil it reaches the lime
of the road and wilrosd ;emerally alemg 2P8.5 where the commend will hals, reorgmnise,
establish 1iadson ight and left anl be ready for orxders for o further advencs. This
doem 1ot chenge the plan as glven you by (Code woxd for Colomel Stecey), you s¥ill
leave two compandes on your laft a5 a containing foreesand push forward your right
with the remainder of yowr fore, that is the remsinder of lst and 2¢ Babttalions.
The General says you are %0 advamse behind the barrsge regariless of losses. He states
that there will be a gemeral advamee along the 1lineJaxxxmex.

The above plen roeferred to as given by Celeonel Stasey was ss fdllows:
An attaok along the hills Eest of the 1avine, leaving two companies as a containing
foroe on the aswpposedly mors difficult Western side of the ravins, - one campany %0
be detached from the foice on the Inst when 1t had rsached its objective to retum
end assist from thexear on an attack on the westorn :slde of the rovine.

b and F Companles wore left in position on tho westerm side of the ravime,
and at 12350 the vemeining ocompamios advanoed on the Iust (4e 4,5,C,E,E and 6 Companies)
by sections of Umchine Cuns from Compamies C and D, 306th ¥eohine Gum
Battalion. The advanoe was continued to the objective stated, which wes reached ab ‘
6 P.M. with avout 90 cususltles from M.G. Mre. 2 Cermen Officers, 28 Priseners anxi thre¢
machine guns were gaptured. His tremch system were orossed, oms heavily wired. ’

A position for the uight was taken up along the road gemerally paralleling
276,86, At this point & ravine runc Fast and Vost, comating on the Vest with e ravine
abows reforrved to which rums NOorth amd Sowth. The road referred to ruus almg the
Forthern side of the mvine, sboukt 30 feet above the vwalley. The botbtem of the wvive
is marshy with s strean running thru tt to the West. All of the comnfry ls heavily
wooded. The Compemies were pladed Just South of the rosd, being ou a reverse slope
protected from hostile artillery fire. A mmohine gmm section was placed on each flamk,
snd the left flammk was refusei somovhsat to guard against attack from that suypposedly
neYe dsngerous quarter. The mem dag funk holes. The night paswssd quietly. The mmmber
of man present was about




B 8rd 4t day Dresk E Copany was sent baok to attack on the west
ofﬁamﬁmvﬁ&mmmmm,mplmhlwu essist from the rear in
bringing D snd F Companies forward. LS. Wilhelm was in commnd, Lt Lenke with him,

M 7400 AeM. X Compsuy, 307th Inf came wup, baving been sent to follow
alag owr ‘posts, with the mission of keeping in oomtsat with the 308th Infantry
t111 the 307th Resimant should came wp om the right flank. Osptain Holdermam, It
Pool and about 80 men.

Detalls were sent besk for rations as the men hal advanoed carrying only
one day's ratioms. i1} reserws rations had been conswmed dwring the earlier phase of the
advsuse. Fortmately water was fowmd in & spring Just scuth of the pesition. These
raticns detalils never retummeld.

At 8930 A.H. Corman Artillery shelled the pesitions but withoud serious
effect owing to the steep reverse slope.

Patrols that were sent out reperted Germsns on the right ani left flamks
in small numbers, and the impossibility of esteblishing lisison in either dfrestion.

AS 10 AJM. Lt Leaks retuined with 18 mam from E Compamy, reporting that
E Company had been surroumded, ani thet Lt Wilhelm had oxdered him to get his platemm
out by auy mesns possible. (Lt Wilhelm subsegquently worked his way through to the jouth
with a fow remsining men.)

At 10439 A.N. & report was reseived that the rumner post system in the
rear had been btroken, two posts having bdeen attaoked and soattered by the Germms. A
messags reporting this faot was immwdiately dispatched the Regimmmtal Headquertsrs
by oarrier plgeon. From this %4 on 1% wves never possible t0 re—establish ocmwmios~—

At 10400 A.Ms & Gorman trench mortar opensd fire from 600 yasds to
the Vest. Soounts reported the mowtar pretected by a meschins gwm. A Platoom was send
to attack the mortar, but met seriows mechine gun fire asnd scoonplished nofhing.

A prisoner who was captured during the day stated that his company of
70 mem had been brought in during the night to take position in owr rear,

At § P.H. the Goermans attack our left flsxk {H Compmy Camendsed Ly
It Cullen) A amll force alse attempted to encirale the right flmk. The attaok lasted
45 mizmtes, snd was saocessfully repulsed.

Casualties of the day about ten.
The night psssed quistly.

: The effestive stremgth present, inoluding X Company 307¢h
Infantry, was now adout 520. A oconstsnt drain was suffered by patrols killed or sup~-
twred, a8 an insreasing eoffort was mde, throwghout the smiire peried to get in touch
with Reginental Eesdjumrters in the rear, ani with the 307 Infamtry which was coming
up on the right. These patrols were unifesmly wmsuccessful as the Germmms sooupisd
the helghts t0 the rsar in considerable foroe.

During the dsy we u:'c' suocessful in signalling our position to Divisiom
planes by meens of the BattaMon pmmels.




At 2445 an intemse barrage fell om owr pesition from owr friendly
artillery, lasting for an howr and a half. The Gemman tremch morssr wss also firing,
md during this period of disordsr s fow mon wandeYed away from camp end were either
killed or captured. This barrage camused sbout 30 cssumltios. At this time ouwr last
carrier pigeon was released with a messsge somperning the effect of this artillery fire.

At the end of the baxrege a small mmber 0f Gormans attacked from the
stesep hill north of our position with potato meshers, getting through omr eutposts.
They were drivem off,

As & result of this day considerstion was given to a change of positien.
It seemd Inadvissble: to the West the Germans held s position sirongly protected by
Meohine Ounss to the Jorth snd Hust we feared $0 oncoumtsr s barrage frum our friendly
artillexry, as we had already reported the co-ordimates of owr position and had no
mesns of sending further messages. The hills to the South was objeationeble as beling
exposed %o Berman artillery fire which fell there at sems time each day. The pesitien
vhidh we oocoupied was well pretected from Germen artillery, and was fairly protected
from the tremsh mortar to the Vest which fired on owr pesition abdout twise a dxy for
2 peried of an howr each - not more than 10f of the shells falling om owr positiom,
the rest falling at the pase of tho hill in the rear.

The men were now suffering £yom hwnger: and the condision of the womded
wos very serious. No owercoats, blaxkets, slSelmre or shelter halves had been brought,
smd the 00ld nights intensified the muffering. Howsver, throughout the entire perfed
the weather was favorable considering the time of the year. :

This night we hoard the attack of the friendly forces to the South
drawing closer snd hoped that owr own troops would soon break throwgh te Join uws.

7 B4h. In the moraiag owr outpdsts fram the hill 4o the FNoxth
bad been seen moving Sough to the Hills in owr rear.

noouragement was feld however at our friendly artillery barrsge in the
early morning, which commenoed on the hill to the South, advenced to us, jumped owr
position, and continued North, shoving that owr positions was wxierstood by owr frimdly
foxrceos.

Our effective strength was now about ¥75 (inoluding all units pressmt)
Sounds of fighting on the hill o the Scuth were very clesr during the day¢

At 4 P.M. the Germané played a machine gum om our position for twenty
mizmtes, firing in that time with an imtensity difficult to exaggerate, altho 4t asused
few oasuslties as the men steyed in their funk holes well. It was mever repeated. It
was immediately followed by & potate masher attaok from the hill to the north. The atisck
was repulsed.

OCTORER $%b, An exceedingly determimed offort wus mads to get patrols
through at this tims; for the coursge of the mem had been shadam by the seeming
failure of owr troops in the rear to bresk through. The mn were very lnmgry, and meny
requested persission to attempt individuslly o woxk thelr waoy bask through the lines at
night. Pormission was rerumsd.




Lieut. Peabody of Ce. B, 306th M.G. Fn. and Lient Foem, Co. C Z08th
Infantry wore killed this day.

OCTORER TIE. The effeotive strength of all umits present now amounted
to about 276. .

Discowragement wos feld in the moming by shells falling on owr pesition
from the South Emat. This we assumed to be the fire of frismily srtillery, although
it subsequently proved to have been a Germen fleld pieos plmoed behind ws. Fortunately
this fire wus not prolenged, and was net repsated.

Lisut. Schemsck, cummending C Compsny S08th was killed this day.

A% 4 P.M. a private from H Company reported that he had left v thout
pormisasion in the moxuing with caght others. They encowmntered & Cormem outpase, five
of the nine were killed, the rest were ceptunred. This msn was given by the Cemmns &
demand for ouwr foxoes to surrendsr, & 00py of whiah is hereto attached. He was thenm
blindrfoldesd snd retumed to0 omr lines.

¥o reply to the demand t0 surrenier seemod REGESBETY.

AS 7 Polie the 207th Imfntry wss reported coming wp through the woeds
on cur right. The relief folt by owr mem 1s indesoribable. The B07¢h generously
gave up a1l the resewve ratioms which their mem were osirying and nearly emexy one
had food before going to slesp,.

‘ §TH. During the night the Gormsns withdrew. In the morning,
we were joined by the 54 battalion, 38tk Infantry, and food and stretchers came
proup¥ly. The woamded were evasuated, and at ¥ PoN. ke remsinder were mmrched ¥o the
rear to rest. At this time therc wers 128 present with the lat Battallon Cos. A:3,0
(41 wouwsded and 07 effectives.) 156 with the 24 Battaliem, Cos. E, G, E (47 womded
ad 109 offectives), 21 effectives 308th M.G. Bu and adout I6 effectives Go. K. SGTh
Mﬂﬂ. '




REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF 306TH PIELD ARTILLERY
COVIERING PERIOD FROR
OCTOBIR 4 TO OCTOBER 7, 1918.




REPORT OF OPERAT IORS OF THE S06TH FIELD ARTILLERY FROY SEPTIMBER
26TH 1918 TO FOVEMBER 8TH 1918 - INCIISIVE

» L L L] » * » » L *

Octeber 4th: 95.56~~77.00
9B o 6~76 .9
295 J~-275 .8

Cotober 5th: 96.00—78.02

October 7th: with the purpose of relieving a battalion of the meth Infemtyy which
was cut off from the Division, a spesial conoentratien was Lped

the reglment to cat the wWre, destxoy the tremches, and wiplihu
reported $0 be oocompying tremches sonideast of La Palette raPdl
eontimdtnm&hrto&r,u»ﬁl@fﬂmmmﬂudh t}atﬁm. on
account of the dense woods and the natwre of the terrain, no adjustment had been
secsured from the cpening of the attack wp to this time, o that the oxsoution eof
this fire which would normally roquire acowrate sdjustment, wes emtered wpon only -
scoount of the extreme wgenoy of the sitwation. Enemy artillexry aotion was heavy ab
the samp time. 2nd lLiout. Harold Flske, Compay C, 306th Machine Gun Pn. was killed

b o Germen shell about 800 meters soulh of the northempoint fired on by the 306th
Febey fur the cspuption wos made that his death was due %0 inaccwute shooting

on the part of this regiment. . subsequent thewough investigation by Corps sathorities
however, disclosed the fact that suoch an event was impossible, as recently set forth
in Divisional General Orders,

» » » *» ] * * ] * L

{Siened)
CIAS D. vINN
co:.melg mﬂi F'A.y AOEQFO
Commemding




REPORT 182D FIELD ARTIT.LERY BRIGADE
OCTOBIR 1 TO OCTOBER 8, 1918,




Headquarters 152nd Brigade rield irtillery

® » * * * L * * [ J *®

CSOBOY L0% b L INCLUSLIYe

Piring by the forward guns and 758 assisted by 1563 won enemy strong pointis and
mechine gun pesitions, conocerning which fire the detalls were arrsnged between the
sub~orginate commudiers dcmoerned. Recemnsissanscs weore mads for further advanoces
as opportumity pamitted. This pertod was charssterized by a more repid advance on
the right of the Divisicm sestor and by a stubbomm resistance on the left which was

complioated by the fact that our attacks andi those of the French who sdjoined us on
the lert, were spparently not coordinated. It was at this time that s battaliom

of the 508th Infamtry unier Major Whittlessy becaze swrownddd by the Germems and

was only relieved arfSer oontinuous attemptis om the Tth of Cotobar.

Between 5~H snd 8-H a ocomsemtration of all the Divisiensl Arélillery was lald on L4
PALEPTE trench %0 suppers a coubimed Franco-imericam attack on the Germen positions
to relieve Major Whittlessy's batsalicni. 7The attack was not mwcesaful, but the
Artillexry fire o used suoh losses to the enemy in men amd material as to oompel his
withirgwsl on the night of 7-8, The results of this fire wore later inspested more
oarefully than &ny other part of the enktire operation %o sscertain the scowresy

of our fire, besszuse a report w.s published thet the fire was short. 4 e=reful
inestigation was made by the Artillery Brigaie Comwemder, by the Division and Coxps
?@&h:ﬁ and th: report *:aa femd’to be wiﬁw fb‘u:ilaﬁm. . . "

Brigadiery Gonernl TeS.Ae
Commanding




REPORT OF INSPRCPTION OF THE 777H DIVISION
BY
CAPTAIN A. T. RICH
4GSISTANT INSPHYIOR GENIRAL, FIRST ARMY

DATED OCTOBER 8, 1918.




HEADCUARTIRS, WIRST AR, AMIRICAN ZPIDITIONLRY POKCIS,
Offioe of the Inp sotor Gemernle

8 Ootober 18,
Prom: Ceptain Albews . Rich, issistant Inmpeetor Gemersl, First .rwy.
Te: The Inspeotor GencrIml, #Mret Ly
Subjest: TVth Division, ontting off of seven compsnies sud ono meohine gum ooEpENRY,
Ostober 3, 1918,

1. This investigation was made 8~7 Uotober 1918, in campliance with
inntractions roceived fiom Chlef of Staff, #irst irmy, § Ostober 1914,

2+ Chrowstanges: Cemditions which resulted in the outilng ofi of seven
gonpani vs and one mpohine gum oenpemy of She 7T¥h ivision, as reporsed by the Chief
of Staff, ¥7th Diviaion, on Ostober 4, 1918.

Eajor GCom. Rolex Am, Commanding 0ffioer, 77¢h Diviaion, AeDeFe
Brig. Cen. Pwan . Jolmson, Commanding Offioer, 184th 2rigsde, TTCh Tive
Lt. Col. Engeme Foughtem, Commending Officer 307th Mfsatry, TVth iive

st Lt Veston Jexidns, 307th Infantyy Comending Sesond Battaliome.
4« Joats deduoted from testimomy:

ea}mmmammufmmammgmm-
2968k (5-6 p. WI.

(b} Ilaison wns estadblished betweon yogiments Ddofore the attask (5-~6p.10)

(o) The terrain wus covered with jwmgie (18 p.6), with no ronds or
paths {29 p.8), and it contained sn crganiszed defouss (10 p.ll) consisting of bvarxdbed
wire, 80 o B0 feet ix depth; mohine gwns, and artillexy {4 p.10), including 77's
{3 pe3); ani trenches.

{d] In front of the 30Bth Infamtyy thore was & ravine raming apperently
in & gencral direotion perpenilioulsay $0 the frumt line, flaxked on both sides by
ooy tromghas. This raving wes “gpen* ~ not wimd soress, between Srenches.

{e} During the aftemmoms of 2 Cotober 18, the lst dettalion, in line,
two companties of the 2d battalion, in suppewt, end part of the M« Cos, all of the 308th
Imfunkry pnahed up Bils yovine (9 pod) o thelr objestiwe {7 p.10}. This left that
flamk wesk, axi Gemncral Jodbmson threw in his Brignie Reserwe to protest 5. (14 p.bl.
The Tivision Commmder had previcusly informed him that the French were shead of his
Brigade. This gZeve hinm to waderstend $Iet his left flank was pretected. (5 p.3)e

{£) 4% this soms time the JTth Dafmtyy wus held wp on L5 own Lromt
{8 p-BQ), ani laster thut night the regimntal scommier was ordsred to push wp the revine,
following ths 508th, if they oould not bLreak throuwgh iam thelr owa seator. (¥ p.10)e




(g) m 34 Battanan. 307th Inmtry was thertfm ox'dem up this
ravine. Due gk upderorndh snd doxknesns Bovoment : inye Toward mming
Kce.puﬁedmraug:md jomamsixMeWsmme H.G. Co. of the
08th. H. Co« was throwm beok by the eneny (whe was than pushing in to cut off the
advanced detachments), {(top p.ll}.

(b} Up to this time there was liaison with this sdvanced party
{18 peS; 3 pel)e Mo COu was agein thrown forward up the ravine, myported by a lisisen
sompany, but the enemy had pushed in, the advanded party was cut off, and M. (0. wos
thrown back sgain. This was about daylighs 3 Ootober (top p.lljz 18 p.é).

(1) Half the Divislon Reserve {3 p.l), ome battalien, had been placed
at hia, General Jopmsonts, disposal (17 p.6}, but part of the 3074k Infantry was moviag
up this ravine {16 p.&) smd with the Brigede Teserve posted thers, and with the
mdarstanding that ths French were shedd of him, he dld not deem i% necessary to use
$he Divizlonal Reserve (17 p.é).

ti) An sitack, propared by artillery fire, was mads during 3 Octoder
but relief of the party could not be accomplished (18 p.6).

(X} On the moming of the 4th, Col. Stacey, Commanding 308th Infantry
attacked but was wmsuccessiul.

(1) That afternoom (Col. Stacey attacked again, but agsin he falled
to reach the party (20 peb).

tm) Col. Stacey protested against using his troops for the secand attagk
{22 p.6}e His sction on both oooasions was "wesk in the extreme” znd he asked to be
relieved, stating that his vesponsibilities were 00 great. He wamted to go to the
Se0aSe (4’ pol).

{n} 7The Division Commsnder ordered him relieved. Gemsral Jojmson
profested that this would disorgamize his brigade at that time. 7The former adhersd
to his decision snd Col. Stacey was relieved at oncse.

{o) Cencral Jopmscn, on the morming of the Bih, by oxder of the
Division Commesnder, led & battalien in attack in persem. The attempt again falled
(5 Pe2; 27 Po?)o

(p)’ Two more attempts at relief restulted in fallmre (5~6 p.2l.

{a) n was fuprestissdls %0 Jmep In Tedaon with the Frewh on the
left, who assisted in the oporatioms. The Mvislon Coamander took spesial steps $o
insure liaison, by sending ome of his Frenmch lizison officers to the Fremeh P.Ce %
Xeep him informmd, but the lisiser hvole dowm (5 p&}. Dis~Joined attesks by Fremch smd
imericmns resulted. (66 p.2)

{r) General Johmsen's brigede had Just received 2100 recruits. They
were wntrained, many had not fired a rifle, sand had never seen a gremade. They had
no 1dea of target designatiom, and had %o be $0ld how, vhere, ani when to shoot.

‘4 Pe13; 11 Pon; 32 Pos,o

{8) On £ Ootober the Division Commnder, Gemeral Alexender, having
informed Gemersl Johmson that his flanks were protected by other troops, gave him most
emphatic orders t advance (B pe3)., tolling him that if he could not do so, he would




get some one else who could. Gemersl Johnson at onse attacked. His flsnks were not
protected axcept later by his suppert battalion and brigade reserve, and it was in thst
attack that thoe 308th Infantry became isclated {6-9 p.4), _

{¢) Om 5%h Ostober 1918. Col. Stacey reported to Chief Surgeem 77k
Dvision, Rd echelen, Florent, iie was eveouated the same day to Hvasustion Hogpltal #9
at Vaubeoourt. Condltion was entered a3 "Medlioal ~ Not Determined." The suigeon on
dady at this stotion reported to the Inmpector verbally that Colomel Stacey appeared
Very nervous. Inspector interviewed the Caommsmding Officer at Evacuation Hospital
Ko« 9 at Vaubscourt and found that Colonel Stscey had been evasusted on the 3d of
Ooteder t0 Boatme. Condition was entered as Feurasthenia. He also stated that Colomel
Stecey had &% f£ficulty in remembering things that had happemed. That his loss of
memory bothered him and that hé appeared very nervous.

Be Comolusions;

(1) That the attacks ordered for the 308th Infamiry to resch the omt
off compenies falled because of the agtions of Colanel Cromwell Stacey, 308th Infantry.
This fallure to comply with orders was due either to the fatigne of the ocomnmmd or %o
the phyeical condition of Colomel Staoqy.

(2] That Colomel Stacey, thoush trased back to various hospitals,
counld not be located to be interviewed. It is apparent that he was both physiocally
ani mentally affected before reaching the hospital.

{3) ™at the actions of Colomel Stooey indlcate that he does not
possess the nesessary qualifications %o command 2 combat wnit in asstion.

{4¢) That the cutting off of this dotachment waes due to:
a. Iiaison with French mnits on the left breaking down, thus
preventing the Nivision Commender being informed as to flsmk pretectiom on the left.
be Pushing the advance emergetically regardless of flank protestien
by other units, in the bellef that the enemy was in retreat and that the {lanks oould
be taken care Of (2 Pel)e

(5} That Genersl Johmson, knowing that the 307th Infemtry wes in the
ravine, having his support battalion and Brigade Reserve on that flank and eapeoially
having bveen told by the Division Comasnder that the Fremch on his left were in advame
of his brigade, should not be sensured for not using-the Divisional Reserve plased at
his dimposal. Also thut while knowing that the Premoh on his Immeiiate left were behind
him {13 p.B) he suppombed, from the Nivision Commanderts message, that they wers ahead
farther to the lefd {top p.4) and that the two allisd farces would "pinocer” them out
of this pecimt.

Regomumdationss

1st. Thet Colomel Cromwell Stasey be ordered before s Disablility Beard
wnder the provisions of G.O« #41, GeHeQey GoSe

Testimmy of Gem. Rebert Alexander, taken at Hg.
77th Division, Amarican HeF., 7 Ootober 18, by
Ospt. Albexrt 7. Rich, Inf., 4sst. to Mmspeotor
GCeneral Pirst Army, Asmericen E.F,
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Qe Please state your name, rank, organization and duties.
A+ RHobert ilexmmder, Major Gemersl, Commending Y7th Division.

Qs+ Please state the oxlers, di gposision, and movements of the lB4th Infantry 2rigade
rrom Cotober 2d.

Ae On Octeber 24, I direoted both Brigsde Commenders, as I had been doing all the time,
to push forward vigorously againet the enemy lines, although at the time I lmew that
neither the Prensh troops on my left nor the Mth Division on my right were 1p with
my sdvance lines. This was done because I ooincided with the belief expressed by the
Army snd the Corps Headquarters, thet the Boche was in retreat snd that my flanks
would be sufficlently tsken care of by my own pesples. Late that aftemoon, General
Jojnson reported that oertain elements of his Brigade belonging to the 308th Infantry
had resched the line of the Moulin de Charlevanx ~ I¢ Viergette read on his extrene
left without meeting any seriouws oppositiom.

A8 8t thet time I had reason to Mhimk that my left flank was open for st least
a kilometey, I directed Gemcral Johnsem to use his Brigade Remerve for the purpose
of stopping that gep and at the same $ime ordered the Divisional Reserve of one
battalion us from Le Harazee to a location on the 1/20,000 msp knmow as the Depot
des Machines. This battalion of the Divisional Resexve was on that flank bessuse
I ocould not gonoentrate the Divisional Resewve in one body on accoum$ of a lack of
transverse yreads and the impossibilisy of sendiing a separate company from s oentral
position to either flank in time to be of any service. I therefore had one battalion
behind each flank. The elements of the 184th Brigade which were on the line indloated,
Woulin de Charlevenx-Ia Viergette road, Yept wp commmioatiom in the early pamt of
the night by means of a lino of Mmumer posts ruming back to the leff of the right
sloments of the 184th 3rigsde, whiah wis the 307th Infantry, but during the night
this line of rummer posts was cut by the infiltr:tion of the enomy sround the flank.
1 could not wnderstand at the time, nor can I now, exvept from statememts of General
Jobmson, how this infiltration could have taken place, had the additional troops plased
st his disposal been used in a proper tastical marmer to stop the gap. 3Iince that
time early moraing of the 3d of Ootober. I have had no direct informetion of commmica~
tion with the elements of the 308th Infantry reported on that line. These elements,
as I have ascertained by ingalry, oonsisted of six sompanies or parts of six compsnies
of the 308th Inrantry, with a part of the meohine gun cempaiy, the strenfth of
shese organizations as reported o memveraging some 40 mea per orgsnization. Jince
the morning of the 4th inst., not less then five ctitempts have been made 0 break
through the hostile line interpesing between us and the position reported occwpied by
the detechoemt of the 308th Infentwry which was undsr cammend of lkjor Vhittlesey of
that Regimon te

Two of these offorts were unicr the dirsction of Colonel Stacey of the 308t
Infantry. I found fyom the report of Gencrsl Jolmson that Colonel Stacey's actions
on both ocossions wes weak in the extremensend on the second cgoation he was gqubted
to me a8 saying that he wished to be relieved of his command, thst he would rather
be in the Se0eSey the espomsibility boing too grest for him. I dirscted General
Johnson upan receiving this report, to relleve Colomel Stscey sumssrily, and to send
him down to the 24 echelem, from which plsse I wmderstand he has bean evasuated by
the Surgeon, in a nmervous coniition. Colemel Jahnson proteeted against his rellef atv
that time, saying it would completely dis~orgsinze his Brigade, but I edhered %o my
dsoision, not thimking to retain a men whose will power and nexve had completaly
forsakem him. ,




Inmedi ately om the relief of Colonel Stsoey on the 5th inst., I directed Goneral
Johnson to take a battalion whioh had wp to that time been in Divisional Reserve

and was probebly the freshest troops avallable, ani, wnder his personal direstion,

meke a determined effort to bresk through the line. This effort was made with

the result that it failed after inowrring a considerable loss to the trocps involved.

I velleve that Colonel Gordon Japmson saw the latter part of this engegemsnt. puring
the S4dd further ofbrt was made in attempied eo-eperstion with the Fremoh on our left.
Iiaison was established with them under my personal direstiem by French Liaisen Offiosy
who was sent by my order from the 30THh o the 308th Infantry for the purpese of
seouring olose lialson. It gppears, however, that it was impracticable to secure

the close lialson desired, with the xesult ¥hat, altho $the Jenersl commending the
French Division on my left mede an sttack with vwo compamies on the LsPallette positim,
0w1tmaps did not move in co-gperation with his, and the effort was diajoined and &
failure.

A further sffort was mede on this date by direoting the fire of the 156
Artillery on the tremch rwming East and West by co~ordinance on the 1/20,000 Mep
{went B4.2075.58 thance a 1ittle north or east to 94.5~7B.68). The txoops of the
154¢h Brigade which were in the irmediate vicinisy of this tremch were directed by me
to be withdrswn t0 & position not less than 500 yumld south of that trenoh. That
would plasce that Infantyy spproximstoly on the line of the rallroad ruming east from
Binarville vhere they were in olose liaison with the Fremch and with vhom they were
to advance this momning &t 6 a.ne I learnmed from my own Infantry anl from the Fremoh
on my left that this rire instead of reaching the trench indic:- ted foll aleng the
Jinarville rallrosd and on the trendhes of my 1l84th Brigade ocausing losses to beth
elements. In the ause of my troops, one officer bsing xilled thereby. This indident,
inoxeusable if correctly reperied, is beiang investigated by me and will be investigated
further as soon 63 I have asked for a competent inspector to be assigrned to this mviatw-‘
Notwithstanding this action, by what ought to hav e been friendly artillery, the Fremoh
advansed at the fixed homr but were mable $0 prosress s¢ as to tdke the trenches and
have, I mnderstand, fallem baok to their original position. It appesrs from the
report of the Frenmch that the troops of this command insteed of advancing at
6 otoclock did not sdvanoe until 7 otfclook. In sonsequenns the attack was a dis-
Jointed effort which resulted in fuilure.

The average facilities at my disposal have boen used to the fullest
extent for the purpose of getting in somsh with Mejor yhitiesley, and an effort has
been made in the way of dropping supplies, ammmition, messapes, etc. in the violnity
vhere he is expected to be. A thisk woods mske oriemtation oven on the ground very
hayd, and I sm not cersaln that results from svistion ars t0 be depenied Wpon.

It was reported that & flight this moming saw & battalion panel ami two compeny pamels
in the visinisy where Major Whittesley's ocomaznd wos lsst reported as being.
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Testimony of Brig. Gencral Ivan M, Johmnson, C.0s 154th
Brigade, taken at Hg., 6th October, 1918, by Captain
Albert T. Rich, Assistant Inspeotor Gemeral, First Army.

Qe Plsese state your name, rank, organization and dutles.
A+ Lvan M. Jokmson, Brigadier Gemsral, Ce0. 154th Brigade.

Qe Please state the orders, disposition, and movements of the 154th Infantry Brigede
from October 247

Ae On the night of lst Qotober, 1918, I recelved sn oxder in the shape of a Fleld Order
{#49) from the Divisionsl Commemder to oontinme the sdvance of my Brigsie, the objeo~
tive being a creat or ridge traversing the divisional mone of attack Jus$ north of the
road and railroad near LaVirgeite (97.7~76.7) snd loulindechelsvaux {94 .B~76.4);

Ae In oonformity with this oxier besed on the Divizional oxder,

I issued my instructioms for the atiack whiloh called for the two regimmtis in my Hrigade
eash in fts own regimmtal meatox, to mowe on the designatec ohjestive. The reglments

at the begiming of the attnck were on a gensral line which may be desoribed between

the vertisal co-ordinamon 294.3 and 296.2 and on s horizomtal so~erdinsmce of
syproximately 278.3 on the left, amd 275.4 on the right. They mowd ¢ut tw the odjestive,
and on reaching a point slightly advenced of the linc which they coewpled, the lof%
slomants fen Into heavy fire coming from teenchas on the general line of 2‘?5.6. Those
trenches were defemded with machine gwme, stokes mortars, and 77's.

Ae The WTth Infantry on the right wes held up at prectically the same line in front
of g line of tremches, ruming from 29%4.8 slizhlly northezst, then south eust to
296.90, with a gensrel sverage position slong the co~ordinsnce 278.5. These trenches
wore dofonded with barbed wire, mechine gwms, eic., as stated.

A« AfSer the attack was initiated I left my cormuand post at LaHarizeo to move forward
%0 my present oommand post at Fountaine-iux~Chawnes. “hilst on my way to thigzpest,
Cemexal Alexander salled up on the telephone and left this messsge: "You tell

Ganeral Jokmson that the 184th Brigade is holding back the Fremgh on the lef$ and is
holding back everything on the right.” and thst the 154th Brigade *mmmt m forwaxd
to thelr objective today. By "Must" I mean must, znd by "today" 1 mean today and not
next week. You report heavy mechine gun fire, but the casualty lists do no} sub-
stantiate this. Temesbor that when you are msking these reports." } \\

Ae A% this time 1t was stated the Fremch had teken Iancon, and the 153d Brigade was
in aivenge of my position. 48 & metter of fact neithor was the oase. The 18Bd
Brigede was actually in my rear, and relatively very moch in ny rear, for i to
the line of sdvence Wey sliould have been in mu front, widlst the French, faz'

being in lamoon, were five or six hundred meters to my left and rear as 1 Xnaw frem
my liatson group, but I thogght it probabls the othor French were in advsnau

Ae On arriving at my now post of command, Y learned very shortly that the atmgk had
boen dofinitely held uwp, and at onoe prepared an order for the advanse ad 11@ Shd: any,
and resnd samo to¢ Gemersl iLlexander over the telephone. , \

id. I imedlately commmniosted to the Divisional Commnder the fact of the m&ww

of my brigade, snd was told by him in 3 most premptory way, that I must push on sf oboe
amd everything on my vight snd left was ghodd and I was holdlmg dback evsxyﬁm}g, qm‘tht
if I could mot do this he would et someone that could.
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I had slready mads plans for an advange, ani read him the oxder which I had issued
for the new sdvame, to take plase as 12480. 4ll this time I wes under the impression
of oomrse, that both my £ight and left flanks were protected, where, as I have
foresaid, the elements on both my right end left flanks were aotunlly in my rear,

but in any case I reaceived orders %o press on and would have obeyed them regardless
of my flanks.

Ae AB a result of my oxer and the attsok, six companies of the 308tk InfanWy, of
first line batiaslions and two companies of the swpport battalion, soccompanied by two
gsections of the Meshine Cun Campeny, swesedad in pushing through an interval between
the trenches which govered the dght and lef't flanks of the mvine, these tronches
at that time not having been conmestesd by wire. One capany of the 307¢h Infemtry,
which sumg to the left md followed the 3084k Infuntry, also sunceeded in passing
through this interval.

A The 307th Infeutry on the right in its regimental seotor coming wp sgainst the
prepared position which hed formerly stopped them, was again definitely storped and was
unable 0 advence, exnept the one sompmy whidh as stated, had sucoeedsd. In paseing
to the left forward at fowr o'olock pe.ms om rogeipt of the report of the cendition at
the front, I telephomed $o the Chief of Staff as follows:

A+ The atteok was made &8 dimoted in the 307th Fegimental sector. The centre wes
held wp by dardbed wire, mochine gums, hand grensdes and infamtry. The right was tumigg
graduslly arcund the right flenk, end the left reglment hed passed Wy the laft of the
wire anl had captured 16 prisoners. At four o%clock P'.M, this mecsage was rocelved
from Colonel Stacey of the 308th Mmdmiry, that his adverce olersnts had reached the
line 276.0 and were pushing forwaxi:

“hey hove capturcd two machine gums and have passed one absndened fm
and gsptured twenty-eight prisomers, ono of whom is a Tleutonant. This mekes a total
of fortyy-two prisonors and two gums., There 18 a great deal of machine gmm fire ¢e
tho front and flanks. This is decreasing at present. The 308th is almost to its
objective. The 307th is held uwp in the cemter by borbed wire snd ¢ woriing arpund
the flanks to teke tho Boche in the rear. That was the condltions at 230, the
howr the messengers were sent from the front elements. 1 do not know the sxnct
conditions at this moment, namely, at &40 peme”

This message 1 sent to the Chief of S¢aff and I added the folloving which I hend the
Chief of Stuff, Colonel Hanna, repear word for woxd to Jencyel Alaxsmder:

"] wish you wonld s#at® this to the Cemeral, IMamna. He told me that if
1 could not o the work he would get somsone that would. I went you to tell
him just the conditions wiich I Jmow to be 2 fact. On my left, the Fremsh
are fighting om a line Jjust in rear of my troops. I know this from a Corps
observer who has just left them. On my right, the 15634 Brigade is ona
line 78.8. My Brigade is, and has boen, awny chedd of amything om my right or
lefs. If he will loek &t the map he will ses 18. Relatively, the Fremch
ghould be on a line £Y8.0, but they are amctually back of my linme, The 1534
Brigade should be mlatively on a line 277. but they sre also scturlly in my
rear, 50 these elenments are no% only relstively but actually behind my trodaps.
I went him to understand absclutely these conditions. The information sbout the
French was given me by = Corps observer who has jJust loft thils offloe, ani I
ow what I am teMng about.”




4. At this moment, Celonel Hamne called me and sald, "General Alsxandsr says, "Congrat—
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ulations.” I replied, "I do not consider it & matter for oomgratnlstions, but I wish %o
put him absolutely in possession of the fasts.”

During the evening, messages from the front showed that Companios A.BeDeDels and He
of the 308th Infantry, and it was stated that two compsnies of the 307th, but was
found iater to De an orror, and but ome company of the 307th Infantry ~ Co. X, was
o the 1ine of objestives, the position they atill heold, scoempaniei by four mschine
guna; that two companies of the suppert battalion had been held wp on the left of
the ravine by Wl e &t a point abomt 2T5.8, not being able to get forwmrd.

I made 2% onoe, such dispositions as wore poesible in the forest Jungle and
darimess t0 protest this left flank, which I felt was badly exposed, although at the
time I was not alarmed as thore was commmmication with the freat liw battalion and I
folt that the J07th Infaxiry was gradually working arcund the lef$ flak of the

wirs in its from$¢, and that this mowmmt would flsmk out the Germems in fromt, and

allew @at regiment to Come wp on the line. I semt wori about 4400 pim. to the

two companies of the syppert battaMon to gasrd hat flank, and I directed my

Brigade reserve, oonsi sting of two compamles md a Mechine Jum battaliom, by telgphame,
t0 move $0 & point on the mmp witoh will be indfented by the co~ordinsnce 294.6~E75.2
with the fdea of gwmriing the left.

The division Commmmder pleced the Divisionmad Reserve at my disposition should I
fool it necessaxry to wse it. This reserve casisted of one batirlion of the J0YEh
Infantry, and was well $o the rear, and I could not have brounght it wp that nighs
through e Jmgles, but I did not sctwnlly fesl it neoessary to bring it mp.

The next moming wnder orders from the Ndvision Commmmier, the mittack wns resumed
with the idea of pushing forward the elements of tho line towanyd the given ohJective.
This was on 3 Ootobexr, 18. This sttack was definltely held up prmotieally in the
positions coocupled by {troops at the aommengement, and at the same times it was fownd
that commujication with the front line battalion was cub. The Germens had evidertly
filtered Into position on both flanks of the wavine, occopying tremohes they hed
cmmstrusted through the Charle Vawx tremshes which confront the Fremsh Division end
extending into my sector. The attack wes mwepared by artillery fire, and pushed
vigorousrly throughout the day, but was wmswocessful.

On the moming of ¢he 4th, oxiers were issued, bdased on the N visional oxder,
to resume the attzck with the objest of bres¥ing throuch to relieve Meflor thittelsley.
1 w3 told the French would assist on the left, and the 1834 Brigade on the right. 7These
atteoks were launched, preceeded by artillexry fire, but again wore mmsupoessful. The
French falled te abdiok.

In the afternoon, I sgain directed Colonel Stacey %0 endeavor to pass through
the intorval in the wire, and to use for shis pwrpose the Division reserve andi thies
ocompaniez of his owm regimend, and for the HTth regimmt on the right at the same
time to endeaver to pumh forward through swps in the wire, which 1% was propesed to
out with artillery flre. The attack was maie, but was wasuccessful.

On the following momuing I went forward %o the post of commmnd of the 3Q9Tth
Infaxkry to make the emdsavor, in conjunssion with the 1834 Brigede, %6 pess Ty the
righs of our brigade roaition, and the lef$ of the 1534 prigads position, with the view
of getting throngh te the rear of the German tremches, flamking them and thus petiing
on the 1line ocosupled by Mjor Whi ttesley and his commsad. ‘
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The troops of tho 308th were posted and were simply $o contain the onemy in front at
this time, 1t being foumd impracticable %0 organizs for en advanoe, snd be prepared
to go forward in liaisen with the 307th Infauntry on 1ts right and the Fremch on its
lofs, it having boen stated thet the Fremah would attack on the left this day.

Colomel Stesey the night before, on receips of this oxier protested against the
use of his men, saying that they were wom oud mmd oould not do this wrk, asking
to be relieved of his commend and sent to the rear. I told him that no action of
that kind could be taken now, in ss mush as 1% was necessary to relieve the situation
at the front, amd that we had no other troops ats our disposition but those on the line.

Whilst at tho comuend pest of the Cemmending Offfoer of the N)Tth mInfantry, to whigh
I had gene at six e'olook that moyning, I was oalled up at sbout tem o'clock by
General Alexander and asked how we were pregressing. I told him, “very slowly om the
right. That the troops were operating in a demse Jjungle, meeting resistance, but
going forxward, but that I feared would not be able to get far encugh owing to the
condition of the comntry. He asked me what had been dome on the left. I told
him no advamse had been made, o2 it was fwpossible for the troops of the 308%h
Infantry t0 advanos until they wore assisbed by troops on the right and larft.

He told me that the Fremoh on my ieft had advanced snd taken IaPallette trench
in advanoe of the line held Ly the troops of the 308th Infmiry, and wers complaining
that we had not asslisted the aidvame, and di rected me, persomslly, to take four
companies of the Divislonal reserve and proceed wi th them ani dlreot thely vigorous
sokion agains the Boche $remch shown on the first colem, 20,000 bDivecteur, as
ruandng southoast frou lePulluae~Paviilion whioch e Frensh hal taxen ani were depending
on owr operation to hold it, and $o a ttack vigorpusly snd drlve out the (ermang which
intervened betwoen me and the posi tion indlosted.

25. I ssked him if he desired me $0 g0 personally with Rhat battalion, thet shotld

26,

I do so, I would, of course, lese towh with the generzl sitmetion, and I would be
beymd our commmication. e replied that he dld. I at once assembled the Divisional
reserve, consisting of & battelion much depleted in strength, pracsiecally 250 mem,
which that moming had been drew. back from the 1line whioch bad sttacked last night,
and with 4t proceedsd to the line held by the 308th Infantry. This 1ins wes held

by three compamies, each ooupany having a stremgth of sbout fifty-fiwe mem. Two other
companies 2lso mch depleted, of this regiment, had been sent atc a Ilalson cambatl

to act with the French in the morning.

On arriving at the line occoupied by the 308th Infentry, which was immdintely facing
the Cermen irench line, I found $hat the French hed fallen back and were again in owr
rest, aud that so far from having ocewpled Iarallette trench, they had attacked, rcashed
it, wore conber etbacked, end at 6:50 in the moxing had been driven out almost as
soom a3 ey roached the tremoly, and had returned to the position vhere I found them.

A messsge wes senk §0 me by the French lialson Offlocer, stating that it was the
intention of this Fremoh cormmmnd, to fall back still farther that night, which again
loft ny flanks entirely wpretecteds. I persomally oxganized and placed the reserve
bettallon 4n & position from which t0 launch the attaok.. This battalion was to be
analistad by fire of the tnree compmies of the 308th Infemtry which faced the enemy's
tremches. I lammohed and dd moted the attssk, standiing by the side of the Battalion
Commundor, & ogsptain who had Laen placed in oommend by me, as all other Offioers in the
battalion were lisutensmnits, the others boing killed or wounded. This attack was
continued, precesded Ly artillery vrsparation from 2630 wntil 5500 pane, and evory
possible means of which Y was espsble of using made, Lo penetrate the Gerymsa lines.
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The attack was definitely cheoled by 5400 pem. a.nd the men placed in position for
the nicht

1 did not at smy time think it sdvisadble to allow the elements of my ocommand 0
procseed so far to the froxt wmswpported, dat I was wmder most perefptory oxiers
to pash forward regardless of flank comdidtons, widah Y canstantly reported, and of
which I was st all timms fully ssave, in spite of the fast that I was $0ld that ny
ﬂmmmuaﬁume,mzmM and am still, at
all points of my line, in advenos.

The countxry is & demse jumgle, meking it almest imposaible o menouver and lmmmeh
an attack, the contwel passing almost at ense to squed lesders afder being launched.
The commend was GomMposted of men who hed besn ahout Seenty dsys on the VISLE, subleot
%o intense shell Tire amd attmsk, from which plase thay advensed om idugust 4%b
toward the ilmme, this moversnt continulng wntil, as I remember, September 17th, with
conastsat fighting, on which date 1% was withdymen fyom the lime and brough# to this
pPlace in samions and by marahing. Rested for a period of five days, after whish 1%
wap Immedlately placed on the line, ithe present attack commemcing September 26th.
In moving ferward the moversnt was through a mess of wire sud Wwemches, ani the
ground cdvered by an undergrowih 30 denee as to be almwst ixpassible. There were
no roads and only one trall which commmced alter the German tremch line was resched.
In order to get foed to the men for the {1t six or seven days it was necossary
t0 use garriors.

The condltfons of the whole adveme have been dlffiounlt in the extrome, and I
estimate the casumlties as ¥nown in this Brigads %0 be gbout 1600 men in killed
and woméed. This nwsber will pbably be greatly increased for, as I have siated,
the scompmtos 4o not now average gver TO men.

Therc have been but very few strazglers, these having been rounded wp by H.Pfs.
Yt I bellieve that mony wen have been lost in the wndedoruwh hy dropping baok on
acoowe$ of being exhmwmted, and wnable to £ind thelr orzenlzations,

Hany of tho men, syproximately I should cay 1800, Jolmed just befere the
aommancement of the battle, Who had never fired s rifle or thwowm & grencde. I maie
this general statement in oxder shat tho conditions mmder which the operations webe
carried on, may bde fully wnderstood. Ivery effort possible has becu made 10 relieve
Major vhistesley, but owing to the fact that he is moved far to tho Iromt with his
flanks wnprotected, and it was possible for the Gernuns owing to thelr trench system
to move mashine guns and troops te his rear and thus out his line of commmication,

 he has been definitely out off to this date.

3T

I have been in constent close touch wikh the left and right, and altho frequently
told that the troops om my right and left have been in advance of my Srigade, this has
never been the osse. I am ghead at this writing, snd have always bDeen ashofd.

The nwabder of man at present with Mmjor Whittesley, as last stated by him, is
287, this beiug the total nwmber of men with the oiganizations.

Fiw companies of my Brigade a0 not average over 300 mem, and thers is nothing
%0 relieve them.

The new men came from & Depot Divisiom.

37. Yy men are in no condition to oo forvard owing 4o physical exhaustiom,
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Testimony of ILt. Cel. Eugene H. Houghtom, teken at Hg.

307¢h Infantyy, Ameriasn E.F., 6th Ootober 18, by Capt.

Albert T« Rich, Inf., Asst. %0 Imspector Gemeral, First
Army, Ameyican E,F,

Qs Please state your nems, rank, organization and dutles.

A« PEugens H. Houghton, Lt. Col., Commanding 307th Infantry.

Q.+ Are any compamioes of your reglment missing at the present time?
Ae Company XK.

Qe How long has this company been missing?

A, Missing since October 2d.

Qs State tho cirowmstantes whioh led to this sompmmy being placed in the position tha ¢
it is at presemt.

As Ve were ordered o attaok that moxning. Ve had bean attsoking sinoce the momning
of the 28th of Septexber. From a posttion which we had taken up on the far side

of this wvalley, we attaoked snd advensed uwntil we met strong resistance emmsisting of
barbed wire and mechine guns, and srtillexy. Ve weore sgain oniered to attaok mnder
sho rt preparetion later in the day. 7These orders were trunsadtied t0 me by the
Brigade Comusmier who had regeived them from the Division Commander. I explained %o
them that the postition I was up against was very strong and doubted My ability to 2ot
through 1%, but we would ¢ry. I did attack and was stopped in fromt of this wire
which was approximately 15 or 20 meters deep. Ve met very strong resistame, both
machine gwm, infantry end artilleay fire. Wo got threugh a portion of the wre and
ran on {0 a compeny of Germmns of whem we asptured 16 priseners and killed the rest,
We worc then stopped by an organised defonse system consisting of machine guns, wire,
880,

The mission of the S08th Infantry on my left was %o oclean up the velley uwp whioh
they were advansing. Apparently they dld not meet with organimed resistamse snd wers
able to get through. Xy objeosive was the rsilroad traok rumming reughly esst and west
from (294.6-276.4) %0 (296.7-276.78)s Prior %o the sttack we hed 1lataon with the
308th Infantry on owr left which was spproximstely on s line with us.

The 306th regiment on our right was appreximstely & kilometer in ouwr rear, where we
h:d lialson with them through one of ouwr swpport companies. I pointed out to the
Brigaie Commander at this time and also the e Division Commender that 1 felg
nervows about my right flamk in view of the fact that the right brigais sgppmrently
were not as far advenced as this Brigade. After 1t had become aspparent that we oould
not get through the wire, I so informed my Brigads Coammnder and told him that it
wald require a good dsal of preparatiom %o overceme this resistence. Be infomed me

hat the 308th Infamtry was spparectly meking progress.

Iatey on that night he sdvised me that a pertion of the J308th had reasched their objlee~
tive on the railroad 3rsck, and instructed me that if I could not oversame the resis-
tance on my front, to pass my troops through the swme gap widoh the 308th had fene
through. I therofore issued ordsrs %o ny 34 battalion commanded by ¥Major MsKimey to
got in tomoh with the 308th, and mrrange to mow his Juttalion wp through the 38th
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to the rallrcoad trmok, and extend to the right along the railread traak, and endesvor
t0 get aomtoot with troops on the right. In the evenmt of his not being able to get
oontaoct, he waz to tum his right flsnk back and refuse it. In the meantime I mov ed
the 24 battalion clese to the enemy defenses whioh were holding us wp. As this move-
ment took phace at night, through very thisk underbrush, 1% was more or less delayed

and I received & report from the batialion commender that X. Caspany had spparently
pessed through and that M. Company had been $mrmed baok, meeting with heavy machine

gun fire and rifle fire. I oxdered them forward again %o attack awpported by a liaison
company, but they were umable to get thyomgh. This was abomt deylight. This is the
last conneotion weo have had with K. Compeny. Ve have sttscked oontinuwously during

daylight hours.
Qe About approximately how far is the distance between the present location anmd K Ceo?

Ae About one kilometre.
Qe Uhat is the nature of the terrain in this place?

A« Very thiock undserbrush, and a very strongly orgamized defense system. Vell wire
in, and with a grest number of machine guns. The major portion ig dowm hill owr
vhich the Hun has observation. Ivery attack is met with heavy direot and indlryeot
rifle fire, hand grensdes, rifle grenadss, minenwerfers and artillery.

@« Vere these defense construoted after the moming of the 3& or are they a prier
construstion?

Ae They are a prior comstruction, which we have discovered on a osptured Germem map.
They wore not shown on our own mep. These defemmes seem to be a portion ef an
organized defense. They have sinos been impreved by wire snd mechine gums. Vhen I
oalled the Brigade Commemder's attention to the fast that we were getting pretty faxr
in advanoe, he informel me that the Division Commmmder had told him that the French
on our left flank were a leng ways ahead of us and that the Americans on ¥he right
had advemoed a long way ahedd of us, snd we were spparently holding back this attack.
This information later was not conflrmed. )

Qe What olass of men have you in your regiment?

Ae This regiment when ¥ took it ovwr on the 20th of August was in the line between
Filsmes and Bagzooches. It had suffered gquite heavily in cesusltfes, =ad on the Germen
retreat from the Vesle to the islsne, as this regiment was on the right flank during the
entire engagemsnt. Its oasualties were very heady. Ve came to this area direct from
there in trucks. The regiment was Mhort something over 1500 men. A day prior to the
present offensive, I reseived a draft of between 850 and 900 mem. It was reported to
me by bottalion and compsuy commenders, that spproximately 99% of these men hsd never
fired a rifle, nor throwmn a grenads, no¥ had they had the ordinary oldse oxder drill.
Our oompenies were at such low stremgth that it was impewative that I use them in

the attack. Bat in so fer as possible, I imstructed the batialion commenders o
utilize them for oarrying parties, eto. It became nedessary leter to amplpy them in
the fromt linee.

12. Q. D14 you recelve any reports £rom company commsnders or platésm commaniers about the

aldsltons of these now nmen?




As Since the aotion started it has frequently beem reported to me by oampeny snd
bettalion commanders that it wus preatically lmpoessible to hamdle these men ower
the present Serrain. They had no $des vwhat &% meant to extend amd would have %o
be led aromnd from place to plsce. They were sontinmuslly getting lost and
straggling, and as thelr officers smmd Ren~Comissioned Offisers were practically
strangers %o them, it made 1t very diffioult to hendle them.

This 1ist does not inslude todayts (Oot.6¢h)
cagualtien, nor does it inolude XK. Comusny,

vhose strength at the beginning of the aotion
wos 210 mem.

&bout 120 K1lled
About 400 wounded

abouk_ 30 _missing
Total 870
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Sworn statement of 1st Lt. Veston Jenkins, 307th Infantry
commanding 24 battalion, M7th Infantyry, taken at Brigade
Hesdquarters, 6th Ootoder, 1918, by Captain Aldbert o.
Rich, Assistent Inspestor Gemeral, Flrst imy.

Qe UWhat wos the spproximate stremgth of your battaldon st the commemooment of the drive?
Ae I sm informed by the Sgt-iajor that hé was drawing rations for 700 men at that time.
Qe Were meny of these men reoruits?

Ae Tes, a great many of them were.

Qe Vhat was the charaster of these recraits to prior instrwotion, arill and
nomenclature of the rifle?

As They were not trained trocps. lemy of them we mmderstand hed never fired a rifle.
Some bhad only fired 15 »owdy, and some had fired 30 romnds. Theay did not seem to
understend the uwse of s rifls as & wenpen, and seemwd to be absolutely ignorsmt of the
beyonst and 1ts use. S50 far as my inguirviel wemé, snd I ingquired of memy of them,
not ome of them had seen & hand gronade or & rifle grensde, end meny of them did net
kuow what these wespons were. 7They had mever heard of them. Soms of them had had
clsmentary instrootion in extsndsd oxder drill, dut we found that none of them had
enough of 1t that wnder tho exoléement of batile they could get any of it inte
rrastics. They had spent & great part of their tive sinos enlistment in travelling,
most of them ooning from the Western part of the Ukited Jates. They alsc trawelled
considerably sfter their arrival in Fremce.

Qe What Depot Division did these troeps come from to youwr Division?

As I have heard, but I have foigetéen. I am not sure, buk 1t soumds 1ike the 1634. Seo
far a8 we conld Marn, their training had aonsisted mostly of close order drill, bud
they had not half emongh of this %0 imonlsate habits of obediense sad discipline. They
had no 1dea of the sutomatic rifle whish we wse. Some had had a few hours iastruction
a0 they informed us, on the Browming. They had no idea of target designation or fire
oontrol, and I speax fyom perstasl obss¥wation, when I say that "under fire" esch men
had %o be $0ld by sn ofrfoer or nim~oomsissioned offficer where, how md when o shoot.
Mmhdnomtmﬁnum”uuﬂdumhvmmwpmm&
They knew nothing of advansed guaxis or euipests and very littk of guard duty. They
were exdollent materisl indtvidually, dut they lmk the traiafing and diseipline which
made the majority of them wnoentrelsbls in battle. I ozm speak from experiemse, and
all my offficers and non-comsissicmed efffgers have the same tale, and that is, that
their faculties seemsd o be dulled or psralysed when wmdor severe shelling or machim
gm fire, snd they do not respond to the oxders and directlions given them.

A+ In the attack on the afternoon of St¢h Octoder 1918, which was persenally directed
&y ‘he Brigade Commsnder, Lt. Goodwin and I, in passing two sompanies foyward with the
idea of paseing round the flank of the enemy®s trench line, had to stend snd persomally
move small groups of mem, wader heavy artiliery smd mechine g fire, from cover %o
cover, in orxder to insure their mot being Xilled before reaching the point from which
they oould approach the flank of the trench line. '




HEADQUART:RS, FIRST APMY
AMRICAN EPEDITIONARY FORCIS, FRAICE
Office of G~3

Frame, 7 October 1918,

The following message was phoned from the Orfice of the Chief of slr Service, 1st
Coxps, at 12 noon:

"Chief of Staff, 77th Div. phoned to C.AeS., lst COrps evening of Oatober
4th, that he was sendiing down some messages that he wanted us t drop by plane
tc 1st Bn., 308th Inf. These wer: resceived at 2 a.m., of 5¢h and sent
immediately to 50th Aero Sqdn. At daylight of 5th, 2 plames of B0th Aero Sqdn
one carrying J coples and one osrryine one copy,’ dropped these messages at
294.6 - 27643, vhers the Bn. was supposed t0 be.

Message read: - "Hold out in youwr present position. Help is being sent you."
Just at dusk of the 5th, 2 more planes carrying six copiles of the message, resding
something like this:" If you are attacked, Fight your way back" wzs sent out
and were dropped on the supposed position of the Bn. The planes drapping these
messages of the Bth were fired at from both the North and South of the supposed
position but not from the postion ftself. On October 6th, between dsylight and
dusk, 13 planes of the 50th Aero 3qdn, dropped ome basknt of carrier pigeons mmd
40 sacks conthining ammmition, €00d md medical supplies, sppreoximately ome
thousand pounds on the supposed position. They also dropped orders with the sam
text as those on the previows pems During these missions, ome plane falled o
retum, 2 planes were shoti down in owr lines and LS. MaCurty, observsr in snother
plane, was fatally wounded in the neck; - all machine gun fire coming spparently
- from the mupposed position of the lost Ba. This machine gun activity was during
the late afternoon and evening. On nome of these flights were the positions of
this battalion verified. Our aviators were umeble to lw ate this bn., though
they flew exceptionally low and fired a signal for position memy times. Tried
to find them again this morning, but did not succeed snd reseived mechine gwn
fire from the position vhare thay were supposed t bhe."

Reoce fved by Celenel ¥. P. Lahm



