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FOR ST SEDLNG 092400 DaCia Rai 1540

1, GuMiRLT SUMa.fy

N Tt i3 now certain that attrition is steadily sapping.
the strensth of German forces on the Westorn FPront and that
the crust of defenscs is thinwer, nore brittle and more vul-
‘neruble than it appears on our G-2 aaps or to bthe troops in
the line,

Two outstandins facts support this ungualilfied. statonent:

a, 'The Pivet in that there ig anple ovidencce that the
strensth of bthac infantry divisions that aave been in the line
on.active scetors since the beglnning of our offensives has
Beon cut ot loagt 505 and several webher divisions are known
o have besn vivbuslly destroyed, It is truc that these
eraclated divisious arce suaoporied by tem battercd Panzer or
Panzor Gronadioy bype divisions which rake np the tactical
rescrves and by tho Tottendos and obill antouched 5ixth S5
Panzel Arieye L6 is wlso ovidont, however, that to kecp thaese
inTantry divisiors alive at all the cneioy has had to give
then wlmost Gadly transfusions Tron the Loritress Lroops which
woere once counted as a sexurnbe soeurce of wsbrongth,

b, The sccond fact 1 that whilc the cnomy's mindmun
replaccouent nesd in the face ol our offensives ig twenly
divisions a nonth, thse cetimted total available to hin fron
11l sources, for the forcseceable fubure, is fiftoen a nonth,
Rucently the enciy hoes not even beon ablo o kecp up this
rato-~his repladunent rate Tor severnl weeks bolng only two -
o bthroee a weell,

These two bagic faucto-~the denlhly woeakness of the ine
Sdividuaal infantry division in tno line, plus the Inevitability
of the eneny ralling stlll further in roplaconent arrears-—-
male it cortoiln thoat belore long he will not only faill in

1is curvent attompt to withdeaw and rest his tactical ro=-
scrve but he will be Torced Lo colwr.it at least part of nis
Fanzer Aarmy bo vhe line,

The eneryts priuary capnbilitics continue to rslate to
the enployrient of the 3ixth 28 Danzer amiy but Lty not
be possible for the ciowy to have complete froedom of cholce
as to the tiue and olecs oi 1ts enployiont,  The situation
is beconing sinilar to that which oxdoted at CLEN and ST,
10, In the NORLANDY situatiow the enciy committed his armer
at CAIN with the result thnt when he pooded 1t to control
the 871, LO break-through hoe and ifficulty in disengaging it
It was badly bvattersd by the tinwe it could be brought azainst
the Anericon forcese 4 broak-bhrough by the Third and
Seventh U.S, am:ica could casily develop into a sindlerly
disastrous "end run® and RUNDSTLDY cpnears to be determined

(1= i
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to avoid the NORMLNDY rdstikee The declolon to corrit it
will be forced upon him, howover, by allied pressurc and
his inability to supply adoquate iutantry reinforcecients to
the line, The ocneny, furthormorc, .any hove little dis-
erction as to whether he will corpit this arror in the North
or in the Souths JUNDSTIDT rust nppreciate that a breaks
through in the COLOGHL - DUSSHELDONT arca supells disastors
Thiis is auiply daeronstrated by the fact that he imrcedietely
locabed this arror behind thoe line in that aroca, He wust
g]so realise vlwt o vreak=throuch of Lho WEST WALL in tho
STRABLOURG - 304% arcea would also have the gravest cons
guences, If bthoe situation deteriorates soriously in tho
South, he will be forced to trunsfor sore of the arnor
qulekly to that Tty At the sure tine, he nust kesp a
strong rescrve in ths North to deal with a potential breal-
through in that ocron,

If lack of adequate iufﬂntry reinforcorcnts reguires
the conmmitnent off his otratogic roeserves, the cncry!s capa=
bility of countor-attacking =ny biildsocheads established East
of the ROER is e atly dimdnished, Sindlarly the capa-
bility of nounting a v jor countor=-olffensive would be
virtually destroyed if his crror is already engagced, 4ll
of the encuy's ra jor cupabilitics, therefore, depend on
the balance botween the rate ol attrition ilnposaed by the
Allied offupsives and the rate of infwntry reinforcerents,
The balance at present is in favor of the allies, With
continued allied pressvre iu the South and in the North the
brealkzing point nay develop suddonly and without warning.

-
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2, ENEMY OPARATIONS

a, Ninth US Armny.- Resistarce on the front con=-
tinued to bas stubbern at all poiuts of contact, On 3 December
the 115 Panzer Grenadier Regiment of 15 Panzer Grenadier Divi-
sion launched a counter-attack nt LEIFFARTH., Resistance con-
tinued until the end of the week in the SPORTZPLATZ where elew-
ments of the 363 Division put up stiff rosistance, Throughout
the period the cnsuy continued to dig and improve his defensive
positions East of the ROER River, and was very sensitive to
any patrolling on our part, A patrol which crosscd the river
on 7 December was driven back, but it sncountorcd no mines
on the seast bunk of the river,

‘ b, TFirst US Amy.~ Bolstered by the newly arrived
3 Parachute Divislon the cnemy exerted strenuous praessure to
Keep us away from the RUZR River and from broaking out of the
forestss On 3 Decewber 3 Parachute Division rosisted stiffly
adviness vowards the INDE River, counter-attacking the follow=-
ing day. The 246 Infantry Dilvision also cune into the fight
in the LUCHERBIRG arca on thut day. ©On 7 Docember resistance
on the front decreased slightly, but conslderablo movement
West and Soutlwest of PRUM was observed on this and vthe last
two days of the woeok, indicating a posaiblc regrouping as
two new divislons bhad arrlved in the UdS, VILII Corps arc.

Ce Third U5 aray,- The heavicst fighting in the
Wost was concentrated during the wosk on the Third US Army
front where the chowy made usc of evary possible device to
hold the MAGINOT Line forts and the Line of thoe River Sh4aR
until he had gaincd suificlont bime to wan the SIDGPRIED Liney
On 3 Decoanber rosistance at first cncountered in SAARLAUTERN
was spotty as remnants of 48 Infantry Division and 559 Infantry
Division were cheounter.d, However, refistoncc stiffensd quick-
ly and the cnemy tricd desperately o recapture the bridge which
had bsen seized over the SALR River, evea to the extent of
using tunks londed with oxplosives in an effort to destroy the
bridge which his intensive artillery fire was failing to do,
Turther to the Bust intonsive fighting woas going on in SAART-
THIVION wherce Pancer L3UR and 11l Poanzor Divisions wore fighting
alongside of 25 Panwoer Grenadicr Division, On 4 Decomber
anproximately holf of SAARLOUIS HODEN was clcared desplte a
dotormingd countoer=attack by 21 Panver Divisicn, while heavy
fighting continued in the vieinity of SAARJUNION, On the 7th
stiff Iighting was going on in FORRACH, while on the northern’
portion of lhe XII U3 Corps froat the encmy started to dig in,
b the ond of tae pericd intonsive fighting ragoed in the
bridgehcads in the S.LGRULUTERN and S.aRCUEMINES arens, as the
coemy tricd desperately to stave off any furthoer penstration
of the STAGFRITED Lince in the lormer, and attempted to parry
the thrusl towsirds SaaRBRUECLIN in the lattor arca.

Je  BNEMY DT 3P0STTTONS

a. General,- Desplte considerable losses in the
battle for the S1AGIRIED Line bebwecn TRIZR and KELSRUHE,
the enemy conbtinucd Lo be miscrly in his commitment of roin=
Torcemcnts in that arce, leaving the badly battored divisions
in that area to <o most of the fighting. Panzer LIEER appar=
cntly found the going a oit tough, because arter the first
of the weck it was no longer in evidence, and the old stand=-
bys, L1 and 21 Panzer, aided by 25 Panscr Grenadier, were the
arior that did all of the ¢i:zhbting. O the Filrst US arwy
front tle cnemy vontinucd to display his ssensitivity towards
any possible thrust onbo the COLOGHNE Plain, and two new divi-
siong arrived to replaco those lost by avtrition, 326 Infantry

UNCLASSIFIED
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coming from DENMARK into the.northern VIII US Corps fronL,
and 352 Infantry arriving from MURBNGTER further 1o the south.,
Although there weré continued indications of movements out of
2L Army Group area, none ol the divisions resported to be
moving bave us yet been identiried elsewhere, ‘

b,  Twelfth Aymyv Group

. (1) Ninth US Arrmy.- There were no chunges in
the enemyts dis pOuluJuw on the front; the newest arrivil , 363
Infantry Division, doiug uh~ bolk ol the flbhan“, Contact
was lost with 10 88 Panszer Divieion, and it way have with-
drawn for its relitting ﬁhLCh Was PfLm;nCd when 4t lei't the
ARNHEM area ncarly a nopth ngo, DLnemy otrenpth continucd to
be a noudnal € divisio us, eguivalent vo 3-4 dlvisions {27,000
men) with some 90 tunks,

(2) qu>u US Arny, - The arrival of 352 and 326
Infantry D1VJw]OHn on Ll front of the VIIT US Corps filled
in the gaps croabod by the graduval movement North of thu
divisions into the mor active fighting, particularly
and €9, The bulk tha fighting on the front £foll to 3
Parachute DlVJu]Qﬂ, L.ll,aouv*[. it appearcd to have sulfercd
quite heavily, desp

te 1ts chort stay in tho ling, und 353
and &S Infanlry Divisions woere engoped in heavy 1 Lehting, .
Bremy strengih on the front ivorsaycd to a nominal 15 divi-
giong, but duc to losses equivalent strongth remained at ape
proximately € divisions (79,000 mnn), with an eatimated 65
tanks .

The Sixth 83 Panzoer Army; with 1, 2, 9-aund 12 SO Punzer.
Divisions, continues to hold ito puvjticullltst of the 1IOER
River behind the First and Ninth US Army froats, with an ese
timated strongth of 32,000 wen and 320 tanks,

: (3) Third. TS AiMjg Onu division was dropped
from the strength o GiG front as «ll of the units on the
front with the cxception of 19 wnd 416 Infantry Divisions in
the northern XX US Corps sgetor wcru actbively onzased in bilt=
ter fighting, Tho hurden of the counter-attacks wald as usual
placed on the three armorad dJVluJOhu, 11, 21 and-25 Panzer
srenadicer; as Panzer LITR defaulted, Of the intontry divie
gions, 36 and 347 supported by 17 88 Panzer Grenadier wers
beuring the burden, Thoere wore 9 nomlnal divisions on the
front, ‘equivalent "to L4=5 divisions (37,000 nen) with an co-
timated 130 tanks, ' ‘

Co. Sixth U3 Avny Groups =" There wers no major chonge
in cnomy dispositions on e front, exeupt for the dropping.
of 358 Inioantry Divisioin, The encuy appoarcd to be atbomapte
ing to withdraw to the Dust of the RHINE with his hoavy equip=
nent and beat troops, The eneny had an cquivalent 13 divisions
on the front, vqual approxlmstely to 5 divisions (38,000 men),
with an *"t1mf'od 35 tanks,

d, Twenty~0One Army Group,~ There was no change
in the known enciy dispos sittlons on the front, with 17 nomi-

nal divisions, equivalent to 10 divisions (78,000 men),
with approx1n1tuly 2) tanks, ‘ : :

Le DFEMNY SYRENGTH ON NJPT'TN RONT

. (SEE FOLLOWING Pa{iTs,)

*
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| 1198 Inf iSCHIFL 1 1,500 : ~2  P19 ;o
Lo o §716 inf RTomER 2,000 ; L 2 119 _
- g k 116 Tnf EHAL L 2,500 ; ; > a9
-269 In1 r AU oNER 3,5000 L3 i“léi‘
~159 Inf ‘DFRNn . 2,500 . 2 i19.:
\ | 189 Inf ORN i 2,500 2 ?'19‘2
M 30 ss Inf i '_ L 3500 ‘2*‘ P19

2,500

fro

.708 Ine | FLngm.NN-

+MISC .
SPOTAL  + . 137,500 & ¥55 4 39

: 19 3
5,000 3 *L0 .10 :

e for asisn o

‘ - TINTY=ONE ARNY GROUP FRONT

3 T T RBST . iEST M“TbD TESTI LT aD s o s
COMLNDER :'0OTAL ¢ T0TaL @ TOTwL . :ARMY: CORDS: .~
: o g (PER=~ ¢ TANKS  :aARTILLERY:: % o oo
: : : s S0NNEL : " BNS : o
B > : o P .2+ .r Out.of
3.000- : 2 : Contaot

DIVLSION

. »a

"85 Inf s CHI LI,

o fae

b N . » . R
. . . 0

S 1 ‘ " S
o 1346 Tnf smTALLIR: 3,000 ; 15: 2

: 2 :
- :711 Inf  :BO3E } 3, 000; . 2. 1155 9
S . S . S : ' ! » 1 Out of
\ Ve . 719 Inf :SCHALLILRE g 5, QOO0 H 3 ¢ Contact
- 159 Ing fPOPPI  + 3,500 L2 15 2w
‘712 Inf NEUMANN @k, 0007 .2 115 i % .
T L : oo ¢ s o oubiof
331 Inf : 3,000 $o 2. ¢ Contact
6 Proht :PLOCHER @ 6,500: ' T SR L0 L AT SR S
’ o B R P
84 Tnf "hosa OK _ : 3, 500 Sy T e nxn»Prcnt
' .3 - R e 2
190 Inf HANM?R (?) : 4,000° : s ;2?j«;ﬂhchblﬁwht
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S S L ‘ S
'Iw 3 '“Y~01\n Am:yl GROUD FRONT (':CC-NT'D) 5
LT R T ‘L"J}i";‘mm.Nu‘rzwu E
A ;DIVIS.LON g COM.,AND ¢ TOT AL MO r o TOTRL s u"Y CORPS":
‘_ * : : : o 7" . "v:ltJL\ : TA- Tl{S a :.:LE{:I"IL:-JE}-{Y ' ,_o :
: : : ‘:somm,; R L
RRTIREE e R S T
- "~u06 z b V GH PbENJNC:-l 500 . : 1 :PrchtﬁPrcht :
'}~?55-z Proht '?“7 000y i3 =Quform1ng 3
- 5 Prcht ;WILKL (.5172”7 OOUQ B ; 3 - R Relormlng ;
‘- ;( 7 Preht :ERDL N ipront: 86
c T X T B - s Lo B
3 180 Tfnf ' (KLOS TERIum/EL: ly5003 : 2 «Prcht 86 s 3
'-176.1uf : STUMY ‘Ehzjooo§ Yo s pg 12 ss TR
115 “z Gr Eﬁac&nn”'f 5 a,oool . a5 pa 7 PR i
:NJhC E S 9,ooo. * a5 4 10 s X 5 f
N $o el N : 3 v
:TOl : ':78.000 ¥ o5 4 49 3 : ERT
‘g; OTAL”TGRL ‘a‘; : R - N : S 1
T:W' TR FQONT 1289,5OO~» * 685 : 225 : 1
o INCLUDBS BOTH ﬁxmkp AND quLULT cuNs Y
54 FNF‘I‘Y U”PLY ‘xND "[‘&\J\TQPOWD\’I‘ION
‘ a.' bupplz - Colonol K, lMeyer, Military Commander of .
METZ from 6 October until his. capturu ol 20 November, and pre-=.
'JVLously Commandlng officer of tne,)F7 Iw;qnbry Rbblment on bhe
‘Rus s1an front, has glven from memory some Tough poroonbupes of -
.the extent:to which requlslbloned matoerials were actually ~de=
“livercd during the -first nine months of 1944,and for gome. per= 5
“lod: of tlme earller- ‘ ' N
| PRICHITLAGE OF RWAUISITioN;
| T ReCARLVED - -
Up to Jan Jdn {0 ADT Apr to Sept s
WLAPON IR TOLL o4k ,
,v’n. {1ignt and neavy)..... 50 to 75 33 ~,331 i -
AT ‘guns - (all. calibers)eses. 75 .50 33",
CMortars (8,1 and- 12 em)is. 100 5 . - 5000
Mortals - {5 0M) eesvnonsness 2 0 . ) |
. 1df Guns. (1ight and heavy) 50 30 + less than 30 AR
. Small-arms, automatidssies 75 50 30 o k0
’ . Oien.COhrS../......-..u.... ""f‘“'; l(;ss thdﬂ 50 adatciehaledviahaln NN ‘.A'f‘ o
Glose~combat weapons: .7 P o A E
(ngﬂ&dbo, etc.).......... Ll to 50 25 o) 50 2) to 50 |
' ot . : . g
'_OptLLdl instrumpnts.......j  5O ‘0 ” ’”739""“ ;
. ! Ci‘ hrici) u Al : S
Y ] ~i= "
o UNCLASSIFIED
i UNCLASSIFIED - o g W
o USSR . B EeRET AU T
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‘ Inf gun, heavy...u;..Q "--”‘”"“ mﬂre thdn 50 ”W“‘-‘“‘- ;$E LR

-~ eline as a measurc of the deteriocration 1n eneuny military e
- Supplies, ulan prlorlty during the perlod may have shift- ﬁ §;}¢;

f,equlpmgnt 1s, howbvbr, NCW,

- cipated reeovery of oil’ productlon, W1thout‘allowanco
'Q_-for pr08puct1vo attacLs.' , S

- Decembor are euulmatod in. breakdown, among separate
.produots as iollow I o S, ;

ONOLASSIFED gz emmn LR
© .. DEECE PTAGE oF R UIoITION - ‘

CuIVLD

= Up«to‘Jah Jan to dpr ADT to Sept

' ANMUNITIQNf;ffﬁ.3T' “I9LL T Dkk ;¢r19gaM\,.3Q; 5‘;‘ y

MG S 1000 io0 |
AT guns - (all‘oal ).... 100, BOT L K
Mortar, 8 L laaesesse’ 69 S 50
Mortar, 12 cmyedid e oo Lo 50 k" o
Inf gun, lighbegevdece o 7; e 75 - |

Small arms, " ‘ - : w‘,,;.p;g o
. automutlc evennvoao vr"r-r"‘:';'::‘,l"("v";" l@SS than” 50 -M-'--*----ﬂ R .
OanI‘OhI‘..........-‘.o‘. ‘ 50 Lo 50','_' N 50 T\:' l ‘
Q‘,IGN ’x.L E(\IJIPI\HBT ' ‘ ‘ \' v ; . ‘ N K '< : "’ -'\: ' ‘., N lu‘:: S
Fiold tolephoneSesesse ”'96 60 less than uo |
'Tblﬁphonb cable.......'_ 80} ’ »50 ' ' 25 .7“.5~m
Rad.lO Setog.........q. lOO; S 76 B 50 ‘ |
;x - lncrease duo uo dpcl*ne in rbqulsltions, arlulng from )
uhortage of woapons. _ , C o =
XX~ prlunatlon for ingrease not known to P/ i‘;f_g;l”g;' - E
It is not cons 1dercd approprlatc to rcgard the'de—\:i &

o

ed .from divisions in the line to- ncwly—formed unitse” Even

if the figures cannot bs rolied upon for this purpose, RIS
however,: thc relativé shortages’ among the various items " . - '
conform by and large-to the picture«of the supply posiw L
tion built. up from oOparGLb prlsonors of war on-the West—_jw$=j;ﬁ~
ern Front, The .eniphasis given to the hortagb of 31gnals*;'~_f o

I

o be - Gasollno - Thb NOrklng Commlttee on 011
Irouuction of the omalned Strateglc Targoets Commlttee .
"has estlmatedfonemy 011 producblon for thc past three 15;‘ .

monthS' ‘ _ ) ‘ )
HONTH FEITRIC TONS - A'ﬁ‘ CENT OF . :

N | o L - PP*JRNLD NdwmuL

 pro-rald (april 1944) . 1,344,000 - 1001 o

 September 1944 310,000 - 23 =
Ootobexr 1944 400,000 300
‘November 1944 , L4 5,000 RT3 RS T
Decembgr l9h4‘ ' 558;000 kR T

Some- uncartainty: attaches 50 tho October and Novamber S
1¢gurcs because of lack of cover of throe syntnotlc 0il
plants, The estimito for Docomber represents the anti~'.

et
i

Total 011 hTOduQLu prouuctlon for Novenmer and

’ - } : ks i . ' .
o . . v o i . NP - ' AR
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de- NOV TER DEC PER

24ID. (000 CENT ~ {000  CENT
- (000 KEWRIC OF Pii- METRIC: OF PRE-
CMETRIC  TONS .. RAID  TGNS)  RAID
U TONS ). T NORMAL " NORMAL

GQJOllﬂO-.oooogooa 552°0t¢ool?801vsvjhﬁoaouul?ABOIrohb%
KQfOurnCcaopono-uc lootoooto l?ntuuul7bcttooi l8n..sl&

. Gd.-::/JiE..:bGl OilD.-- ")blksaeoooll*-os-ctib(/‘h?aeoili’bll-053%

Fubl Olls--ooanoni‘ “Oloﬂﬂﬂolohlttld Uﬁ rv-eoloeu-a-38%:
‘Lube Ollsopo&a'iﬂv .]lgllﬂl'ﬂ jhuaneo‘jﬂq-e-uo 41»&0-40&

......

TODAL..---..--..;Q ljlhitlﬂ!'&h)‘!‘&ﬁBBNéll0.05)b000042%.

c, Trdnquvb ~ For a discussion of the cond;tlon

of bhe DLUTSCHW RBIGum LT, sec Annox Koy b

‘ Separate prlsone¢ of war accounts have now been receivod
-of ‘two crossings of the RHING River in the GUHR area’ by- tacti~
cal units coming to the Western Front and using ferries, The
later of these reports relates to m1d-Novembur and .deals with

-replacements for the 10th Company, 115 Panacr Grengdlier Regi~
- ment, 15 Panzer Grenadier Division, which crosscd at ORSAY

(A272455) North of DUISDURG, P/W crosscd the viver in-a forry -

_carrjlng 30 men and two VGhlLlGn, It is not known whéther this -

- means of crossing.the river was due to lack of cuapacity of the
bridges in the arsa or to Kcep .the ferrics operational dgalnst

Lhe pOuSlbillty of evontual cmor goncy use, -

d, Matwmlq The Hconomic’ !alfaru DlVluan of the -

 Amervican Embas v oin LONDON has gstimated that the production of

- KOANIGSTIGIR (TlGﬁR I11) tanks during the first six months of
1944 conutltutcd about 35% of total TIGER output amounting to
120 tunks: per monbh, 1% i3 eoxpected that the proportion of
CLOZNIGSTIGER to total TIGHERS has incrensed since the middle

of 1944, and may reach as much us half or three-quarters of the

" total by March 1945, Production of total TIGER tunks is not

expectod to reach a level higher than 150, and may bc con=~

‘Siderably lower cuxrrently bocausu-of the hombardmont of the
- HENCHEL Plant at KAS3SL in early Novembeor, Production was- probe

ably cut in half by thege raids at the sole producer of TIGERS,

- but a rapid recovery was cxpccted,

There is no information availuble on output of self-
propelled guns mounted on KOLNIGSTIGER chassls, The manufactur~
ing problems involved in couverting from tank to as sault -gun -

' production xn a single 110L01y arc not rugwrucd as Iormldable.

6.‘ mN Y DEFE No? T , N
' Twelfth Army Group

“(1) Ninth US Army.- SHALF rcports that a dcfense -

" line is rapidly being .dcoveloped along the main road from DUS~ . | .

STLDOAY to VIERSON with NEUSS as 1ts southern anchor, Since
‘this linc. would join the existing defenses which extend North
tiurough ‘GELDERN-to- the -RHINE at REES, it would afford flank
‘protection for the RUHRin the. event of an Allied break- oL
~through onto the Southern extrems of the KOLN Pluin, Photo
coverage durling the past weok reveals thot the enemy is:in-
tonﬂlfylng his effort in the ERFT River Lire by digging rany

" morc fire trenches along the uagt old& of thc m?FT Canal irom-'

BI DLURG to GR“VLNB OICH.

3
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‘ ‘(2) Tlrat US Avey. The ROER Rlver‘Linu st
otrengthenudiby dddltioual L;bncne“ from DUREN'to- ZULPICH,~
and the defensessarg itgelf worc-thlokanudq- Along

K upnbr Lrnbut&ry of the ‘BRPT; additiondl ™
defenses were dug” in the vicinity of MSTTERNICH, So thatvdn
almost continual lime of ‘defenscs extond in’the: bWIST ‘and ERPT
River Valleys from ADENDGRF North to NiUSS, Prisoners tour=
ing the BPIFEL State tho villages of BERZBUIR {gouth of DUREN) .
and SCIOLNECKER - (moutn of‘“ﬂlf) are sneircledyby- cntrbnch~ff“~
mants, - The town of .BOLIEIM located on the NLPFLL 11Ver East
of DUREN also nas pﬂrlMBtUT'ublpﬂuLuLv‘ . BRI e

(3) Third US Army.- Thur\ wora néjsignificaﬁt

,dovelopmsnts of uuch duicnseg in this sgeton during thg B

past WCbK _
' b. Slxth Army Group A ialr’y {ood‘uource 45 borts
additlonal defenscs across the RHINE Plain Northeast of BuSLE:
consisting of over 50 bunkers between' LORRACH dnd uCHOPFHLIM.
Also thero are tank traps that have’ been built ‘along many of’

the roads in this arca, The numerous reports of fortaflcah"“

“tions in this area indicate that. the enomy is extromely

-~ the Upper. RHIND Pluln,

‘sensitive to the Allied capability of OLO“SLPF,ﬁhﬁ RUINE v

and by=passing tho BLACK FORES “T by_qdvanc;nb 1otwg:4 qlpng S

B -,

Twrntv~0no Army Group. A~lﬂrgb pdrt of tha “"f”t

_ lowlnnd bctwccn s REHINE and the WAAL Rivers: SouthWLst

of ARNHEM hau b¥en inundnted Ly the bréaching of onc of
_the. RHlNﬁ dikese - The River TJSOEL has. overflowed: 1ts .

‘DUSSQIDORE hava been convertsd into -Anfuntry uLronppoints,

-

‘GERMHNY. ~These. pos Jitions are not related in any W4y as’ yct

-mdchmna-gun enplaoemontg, R L

dcfcnocﬂ consisting of cauoud laged cagermntes and pillboxes: |
‘exist across the ‘RHTNE from KOLN in the vicinity. of NUL-v'

Y

banks to the flood dikcs for practically’ the entire stretch L
from DEVENTER to IMPEN,  AB o resalt of this floodlng ‘the v g
eneny?s defensd lipe on the castern bonk, of the river fas’ BRI
besn’ lnunaatud, CA con ucrablb incrcase in ntrgnuhlng '“rf'T' Pt
activity was notod to the Soath and"West of ZWOLLE, and’ \,ﬁflljr,@
around. the. perlmetor of UUIMD Numcrous ninoy defense’ pogle i i
tlons are appearing along the constal arcas of Northwest”

and consist almost entiroly of - 1soLabgd glit trune b' nd

v.'“, .‘.4- .:!"

d., 1nunrlor GLRTLNY; A fair. sgurbL fopdrtu- Aat‘ ~ yt

F3IM, Many moro anblmaLrorxft gsites 'in the wieindty of \:*QJJI

P/N heard from Tefugecs thut Gormun -civilians and- Russ siam. .o
prisoners of war arc digging anti-tank ditches - and duge . sﬂ‘vgigue
outs alonb Lne Labm o“nk,of tﬂu uHINF botween hOLN aud RA R
WESuL., RPR N , Vo RS

o P o "

Ta = GAF ﬁCTlVITV'- ‘Pn¢ny‘air action over ﬁhé*frbnt,'z*{j;;ff

“while continuing to cuploy about 200 sortics per day, in=

creased- in. effoctiveness during-the pqgt WopKe 5uccﬁﬁ"ful >
ground attack ﬂLSSlOHu were rpportod on” two . occuslon ~in »1w Y,

. tho rdddle of the dJy, with casualtics among ' quy - troops By
- talrly heavy, 4n-indreasing proportion of “the- attacku,; R
was mounted at’ nlbht, and more of the wrlts uppuqréd Lo be _' 4
'Car?Yan‘buﬂb ‘As suggestod prOVLouﬁly, fighters: Gngagva NS

in strategic delcn ¢ have de(aTLd over the’ front,vserv1ng e
primarily. as covlr, for the tactical fighters more skilled™ o
in ground attaol Bight. prisoners-Trom Jq Go by: takun frog BN
planuu ‘shot “down durlug'bhu attgek of '3 Decenber, - imply. that .

the 86" flghthS cpt out by their anit: (ono primrily’ems. i 0
ployed in utratcnic dufensd) wolre, ulupdtohbd Very; nurrledly,w;jfj
and without proper bri Oflno.~ Phedr Tiission was desid ned.bo, ..
take udvantage of bad weather moving in Trom West: to qut, RN

\closivg 1n thb baocs of Allicd: fLCthrJ Whllb leavxn thex

mr&~e§-\ “n r]1. . w ‘ : T

TR UNGLASSIERD
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e onemy sufflcient tlme to harass our ground trowps and return to
' basa, Significantly, none. of . our fighters.was met, but flak
"~ defenses were intense and dcourdte, -The unit. was available
for this mission only PecausSe thc Eighth Alr Force did not '
"operate agqinst stratoglo targets on -3 Ducember,

Ju.88's have shown incredaed dGLlVlty redontly, w1th up
to 75 sorties being recorded on a single night, There 1s sone
gvidonce that at least one Glupp& (30 aireraft) has moved 1ts
bases ‘conslderably ncarer to the front, He,lll's continued
their nightly rc-supplv missions from baue ‘in the BRAPKFU&T/
MAIN, arba.' . : ‘

- An 1nterc tlno 31db11ght on the ga mOliﬂb shortage has -
‘appeared in two rccent reports thet rully assembled Me,109ts
(wings dotached) are being transportod by rail, Apparently

.. the. great need to conserve gasoline, together with the short-
- age of competunt Terry pllots, has forced the GAF to deliver '
new aircraft -in packd ud lotn dlrect {rom iqctory to opera-

. tlonal- fiulds. > s oo

8, ADDTTIOI\AL :ri\zfr* LI.T(‘M«CL NOTES

. : : a, Dunny Ta;gcb POSLtiGnq.P Two Lapturod uocuments,'
one an order of the LOLOER socurity regimont {motorized) dated
L October 1944, and tho othor & training menorandum published
by tho commanding general of the 8Ind Gerran Corps dated 15
Qotober 1944, cach direet the prupariLJun of an lncreased
punmber of duumy targeét pos {itions to wislead Arorican. altillory
“ <battupies, .The Tirst said, "Oxpericnco:has shown that the-
Arericans moutly fire from a rap, Thus, they have for days-
Tired upon - old fortlfxcatlons, al though thore nevoer was a
f';SJn gle German soldier in ther, We must accoumodate the.
v Anericans in this respocb, ‘This can be done only by fully
.. camouflaging the positions we occupy and disclosing not even
+ tho slightest moverents during the daytine, whilec at the same
-w‘ﬁ‘tiLe skillfully and cunningly preparing durmy posltions Whlbh
wowill divert the fire from positions actually occupied", Tho
jtralning menorandur:, observing that "bhe enauy's artillery;j‘,
. obsarvation works very. fast and v\ry skilifully", added that -
SWhe enony 18 reglstering more and more accur ztuly'on our bhate
i tery positions and other hoavy weapons., Thercfore, steps.
“m;nuat be taken lmmodiately to insure that during the coning
. nights. positions are changed us often as possiblc, For each
<" poaition of the artillexry or other hcavy waapons, there must
© . be at least two altornate positions, Every battury, stc.
. . wiich has fired during the day nust change ils posltion ‘not:
*. later than the iollow1ng night whenever possible, - Roving guns "
~- wlll be used GthﬂS]V@ly., Divisions will from now on roport
-in the Tirst morning rceport how many batterics, utu., have
. changed ih01r pOoltiOﬂ durlng the night."

b, - Radio’ Connunzcatlon with the Eneny Verhoten,-
The Coumander-in-Chict .0T GLAMGNI'S allly Group G, i an order
- datad 1 October 1944, issued a corzand "under the provisions. ~
.- of the Fushrerts Order No, 7" which suggests that any future
" “radio communication to Allied troops initiated by Germon -
troops should more than ever be carctfully weighed==lor, it‘Lﬁy
~corie frou high authoriby, and it way be laying the foundation
for a trap, Gltlng ‘an instance whorco the sigual unit of a
Gorman arwored division arranged by radio with Ausricans ‘for
tho evacuation of -a wounded Gorran officer in which the. of =
ficer was detained by.tho Anericans "in violation of thuir;\;
promise" and allegedly "murdered in ccld blood", thie orier
stated; "I comand tha follow1nb., - o

"127 - UNCLASSIFIED
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T R R HCormanders oi signal units wno lctithelr sub-” .
' ord1nabes~establlsh radio. cormunication with the eneuy, radio . ¢
operdators who do go.on.thelr own regponsibility, and conmﬂndw fﬁ’;
oL s ing of ficers, who. Qraer or..petuit susch.action, will be shot .-
T 4 immodiately, Nlthgut tr;al by. oourt~nartlul, by ‘orders’. ofﬁ”ug _
Coou . Nkhe noxt higher- of;icer5 in.chaln of corwands. havin& the
A gt rank of. & battallon co“aqndcr;\ The units are to 'be inutruc—"i w
LT T ted’ that we' are Fighting & tr@ﬂ&h@r@uu, brutal and: cunnlng
S enefly. ~ ALY 'Rib~Van-Winkle! teudcncies rust Coasga: . So~
N ca%led GO:Uﬂﬂ"AﬂB;lCﬂhu are, particularly loath50um as -
L.o‘rulet éw%u i e U Lol

. 4 P LT '*a'
) o ] . W

ST Evanuablon in Jostern G YIMRY} That tha‘N&zi‘ﬂ o
Yo Eurtv 1ntcnds Go koep on fighting, 1r. proof 15 needed, .is - -
L J auply uanirested by the- Party'le .ciiorts to evacuate- c¢v11-‘“.';,ﬁq
S Ty Tans fron the threatoned aysas in Western GEIMANY. The . 0 7
FE hidtory of tho Gvaouation attuﬁpt Llluulnateu,,furtncr tha‘ oy
N Cpopuldr reaction.in. GERMANY to the military orisisy cnd ivoo
e ' denondtratos that the old control:systen was. not 5trong ,=‘Tﬁ
D ‘_.onough to ne@t thq Qenands of tho new gituation; but had. to R
bolstercd oy various drautlc inprovimablons, thc eff1~ BT
'ncy oi whlch has stxl“ to be. tcgtel, ' R IR

¥ RN : :

R S T (l Tha' Dnclslon to quouaten announced from RN
e ~ the out ct ds o Pnrty Totter; was obtribuved to HITLER hin- F,
- ' self and was carried out by Party authorities, . The. notlve ST
SR was. probably threefold: ' for its Yobvious worale valug to.. .ﬁg£3 i
‘offer refuge fron the advencing cneny; to conserve $o tho R
Party and deny to the onemny the threatoned nanpowgr ro=
col gourccg; to prevent aweakcnad internal strength in the .=
«or . REICH which would inev1t~oly ‘develop il news spread through-
o : out the country that. sizable scotions of the REINEL:ND and -
_— other tlgst terrlturlos wero iiving under and oollaburating
e 4 3 ‘Grdedly finglo-acrican uﬂcupatlon, ‘It is the fear of » .
SR - this latter consequence, & political foar, that best cxPlaLnsw
el . the troublu taken to svacuate perscens of Little value to the.
gerwe s velovgarn 'gffort, and the use of strong=-orn wethods to move unﬂ'
T © willing oiv1llans back fTOL thc Trant° - S o .

LA SR

S - (”) The EVucuatlon Pilen called for evacuatlon
N X by stagus, the WO.L?, childreny; old and disabled going f;rst,
A i abld-bodicd riales retaining as lony as safe in order to o
~work on fortifications in the neantine, The able-bodled:
T malos were put bo work and in practice generally moved oum,

YE'OU 4P at all, about two days before the sllicd armies noved in,
. The Party!s promniscs wersg “illusory--pronises that’ "evacuation
- will take plqce into aroens wiere all preparatxuns for proper

acconnmodation have alrealy becn vadet, Kvaguees travelled -
e ch;gfly by foob, only prognant wonen, children under 12, and

CURend disabled getting transportation.. The Plan assuncd thero
Cwould be resistunce; all ovacuation orders.-and instructions -

. untainud statolonts like thesc: "Disobedience will be dsalt
*'TWith on the spot..ldnyone irmpeding the work of “evacu@bion, . i
SO rgiuuing to be evacuated, not only sndangers his own life - .
~ bub will necc@sarlly be regarded as o traitor Lo tnc C&uSG o

i

t

-

) _and bg. dcalt with aceord 1n51y,.. - | R
S AR N I Rosistancs £o Tvacuatish did in fact aseur,
SO ¥ ¢ virtually oVery conunity entered by vhe Allied arples,
~ . substantial portions. o tho populetion had remained- behind:
:,ﬂ‘hlulng in thomr'OWn ‘homes, in ruins, or in nearby: forests
Lo prLbovese calliocd 1nturro~atorﬂ discovered they were matr—»~‘{
S Tyated bi a ‘dgaire to stay “with thoir houes and propertys.; by i
'+ " their secing nothing in svacuation but a difficult, contln-'wv %
uous rutruat ahc & dx thb ulliud arnlus- abuve all, by RIS

e "m“t
~'90|.(t--_‘in|’-

)

H
L
[~f

o

T e
. . T

| '-13—-“-'_ . .4 UNCLASSIFIED




B -fUNcmsanED . sEerEI

Jlekncss to ﬂuath of war,- They had been encouraged to yermin
“bebind by Allled. propaﬂanda, by native Qntl'Nlenj by the carly
o uuplriuro of lecal Nagl' Offlclala, and by the Wehrrmcht's op- oo
. ‘position to having transport monopolizcd and coLmunLcation lines :
'Q olo""<d for the. purpose of evacultlng worien, T

(4) Nuzi Enforce“unt Measurcs; Naturally
enuubh an Party did not teke sueh rusistance lying down, Thy
; Nazis innudlutuly set to work slioring up their control systen
with one energency neasurc after another, An early rove was
. the organization of trench=igeing, The political shock troop
“organization was axp&ndod and itg forces Trom no less than eight
~Gaus were operating in tho Gau R&LN-&&CJLN carly in Septenber,
- Mobile squads of Si and 8% bégan to appoar, inplcementing formal
evacuation orders with charactoristic ruthlessness, Souw ac-
. '«counts tell of autuxl pitehod battles in v1llagv strecets be-
“tween civilians and SA and S8, latost and st swoeeping of
- the inprovised controls 1s the Volkssturu and its Standbat-
“talllone which carry the threat of court-martiul to evaders;
: have power to deal with Welrmacht objcctions to evacuation, :
" and will tend to detor local Party officials thinking of flight,

4, Bstinated Fneny Cusualtics

(1) Pr soners of War

(a) PFirst US LArny

CCunulative cneny P/W captured
to‘nghoollllllOluf0|ll|q|.i‘r 210’514

fP/W captured during current” :
offensive to OQZAOO..ao¢...... 9,414

(b) Third U5 drny

“gunulative cnemy P/W pro-- .
cessed tU Ogdhool!'l!'llﬁflt.Q 134’005f

‘ P/W processed during , . -
current offensive to O9£h00.,‘ '31:649 | .

'(c) hmnth US ATy -

s - . Cubwmlative eneuy PAW oL
s : o -.GJOLU.l'k;]. to )9:..[400.. ERERRYRNE 60,214

P/W captured during carrent - - v oo
coffonsive to 092400, .4 0assvnae - 85436

l;ﬂf  c - {d) Cumulative enowy P/W cap-.

En : : - tured or processcd through

cagos by U.3, I'orces, not

including Seventh U.3. amuy,

for noriOu ending 092h00...... ao;,333 a

(e) B/W O&ytured-or procosged

i .- . throuﬂh'oagbs during curront
e = offensive by U,S, FUTbbSr\ : : R
not including Seventh U.sS, e

~Ariy, fTor pericd ending ,
092q00p’.'ty;‘;ul;--t-fnnujljt 49:@39.
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”(2) Recent estinatos of total cnoly casualnj_-~

tl“” by Armics have resulted in the follow1ng figures. for
Twellfth Arny Group during the iirut nlne uays of Doce@bﬂr-

‘Prisoners of Nal.......¢.o...a 8, 750
hstlhdtud hlllGd-....cuo-o.nO( 5 ho9
matinated Long- ‘
Terii »Vuunuc*da............n. 7;742

! . ) ' . TOTAL ..g{--a..ioo.ioni;-0500¢2l)941
TANE LOSSE e e teivenassananeeny 79
ce , - ok ok
“f
¥ I
vy
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J'-: mogotlatlon of moderatuly difficult tcrrain.

-va  ever, it is relativoly the best avallable passage through tha.

N

[#3]
|
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. LNNEX NO. 2 70 TWELFTH ARMY GROUP
WKLY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO, 18

.

TIRRLIN OF THE PF&LZER BLRGLAND

\ P "

| SUMMARY.

The oSt favorablc paths from LORRAINB to
. the atratckio FRONKFURT, MAINZ, DARHSTADT trd- I
v -angle are through that part. of tho PALLTINA B0
-0 called PRALZER. BLROLAIID, including the LANDSTUHL . s :
- depression to the south and the vulley of the - .",.'f oo
NAHE to tue nowr the : o '

. The "3IRGLIND" is a modpratoly difficult L '
rolling hill country largely open or in oultiva- =
tion, but compleéx 1n origin and therefore transi- .
tiongl in relief, growing successively more aiffi-.
cult from south to north, It is e¢ssentlally a . : :
drainage s3addle lying botween hlgher and more. IR
rugged barrlers to' the ndrth und south, and form-. o
ing a gap' connectihu LOPRnIuﬂ with the valley of =7 4
" the RHINZ, oo o ’

J ounﬂhuuﬁﬁ W and ZAZIBRUCKIN are the two -~ 7 K
portals to the BERGLAND, lying norih .and south. | A
respectively of the SAsRERUCKL obstacle forfned o 5
by the forest-coversd area oi the CUdl I¢bldo,‘ - T

) These two portalo load to three po*”lbld'

~lincs of subsequent action in the castward nego--

- tiation of tho EARGLsND, namely, first, the . .
LANDSTUHL devnregsion via the FATS _RSLAUIERN gate
and the vangy of the PFRIMY to tha RHINZG; second,

-a broad front pcnctratlun along the m¢d-axls of
the BLRGmeU, and third, the valley of thc Nﬁr

PR

‘Whethon hbob threc lines arc (xploited slnulm‘
taneously or not, the second ‘line of action is
cons labruﬂ the boest, being a broad front penatra-
- tlon utiliziig an adequate road net,  through
~rolling hills, only the sleep ulOpr of which are
' forcsbua,'und el ;ulng only minor headwater streams,

) 3 i
A ] ; Y

T'C“I ol WERECT O rin TERRAIN

-

l. Thc follov1A§ discussion of the tactical effect of the
térrain of the PFLLZER BEIRGLAND is based on various. Engineger and .
1.8,T,D, reports covering in detail the goneral topography,mtlitary:
aspeets of the terrain, and ¢ritical terrqip Teatures,none af which'
will thercfore bo: summarized, These basic. cong iiderations, however,-
limit tactical use of the terrain, mOrcovor, strateglic factors . e
also doterrine to some extent the dogree of ‘risk in bhc m&litary .

| 2, ‘The PPALZEA PERGLAD may be considersd mOdurat.Gly du‘-,!: IR
~ ficult” country Trom the point of view of military action. . Howw: 70 e

natural burrier of rugged country reaching from AACHZIN to Bth?:
. FORT... It is therefore a oritical feature, and its ewamination. .~ -
j.rovoal canalization within the compartmesnt . Anmposed by the. . - .l
.tranultlonal character of TGlibf. It is not a . uniform or homo-ﬁyf~3‘
£ENEous bub-&rbd, but varics from the pgaullar formation of “the

o 'UNCLASSHWED  ,;jp QJ }; %
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LNDSTUHL depressioint in the south, the rolling hills in the con=
~ tor, and the deep=-cut valleys of the NAHE system flaonked by the

n.ISRULh Mount.:in® to the north, {See cross-scecbions on ut=
tached sketch map.)

3.. LORR&IN” beridinates at the SiAR, Thore are two portals
frorn LORRAINE to the BIRGLAND, separated by the coalfield area
reaching northeastuerdly from SLARBRUCKIN., These coalfieclds lie
sonerally within the heavily forested region forming a military
obstacle separatlag the ZWEIBRUCKIN portal from the SAARLAUTERN

~portal, The southcrn appro oach to the LaFD:TUHL depression through

the . ZWEIBRUCKEN sector ia northward up the BLIES Valley utiliz-
ing the upland to the eust and west. The immediate vicinity of
ZWSIBRUCKEN is the bottluncck to this anvenuc., East and west-
flowing branches of the BLIZS are-in themselves not seriocus ob-
sbacles to military crossing, but the steop sidewalls of some
of the valleys and tne high ridges projeceting into the valley

‘of the BLIES have boen uLill ¢d by the cuemy as the strong basic

position of the WiST Will. The WEST W.iLL in thic sector, while

- not as deep as in the SAARBRUCKEN-SAARLAUTERN reach, is very dense,

and well sited with respect %o terrain, It has been described

-8 one of the strongest sectors of the SIEGFRIED Line., East of

ZUBIBRUCKEN, reaching ncarly to PIRNASENS,, a deeply but not in-
tricately dissectod platcau known as the WESTRICH, presents a '

cphottern of flat blocks of open or cultivuted plateau, with new
vulleys cut desp and steep-sided, limiting opportunltlus for

broad maneuver, MHowever, ncgotiation of thig terrain is favored
by a prcponderancce of ridge or upland roads, probably well drcined
and pot defiladed, by the open landscapne and the scarcity of
compact settlement with the attondant risk of stagsered hedgohog
defense, Woeast of Ah ADAUCKEN the landscape i8 more mabure in

- relief, bubt just as rugged insofar as stecp slopes are concerned,

and with ma jor roxls leonding through valley and forest defilds
%0 the LANDSTUHL doprossion. Of these two lincs of approach,

. that to the east iz probubly preforable from a tactical point of

view, ulthough a qctaliuu sterovscopic comparison is not at present
available. :

L. The northérn portal o bhe PR.IZIR BERGLAND is via Gho

BOARLAUTERN sector, byepas slng the fOT\St-GOVqud coal fields to

the north. The SALR Rivor is the najor natural obstacle, limmee

.diately backed by tho Wi3T Will in a dogree of depth arnd density
directly- reflect;n e ¢homy's appreclation of the natural ad- .

vantage of this upproach, The BERGLAND country touches the SAAR
in this sector, It is a rogion of low ronotonous hills with ‘
orisntation favoring northeastward ponetration, A penetration -
here may be exploited in at least throec obvious lines of action,
the Tlrst or northornmost leads northenstwardly along the con=

svorging upper drainage of the NAEE to descend along the well ;o

sstablished routed in the narrow leluy of the NAHE itselfl to
thie RHINE plateau., The second is by a broad front along the
mnjor axis of the BERGLAND, through open rolling country, The
third is to the sast, to enter the LANDSTUIL depression, leading
uurouuh the LAIoEﬂ:LaUTﬁRN gate and the PFRIMM Valley to the =
REINE, (Sce attached sketch map showing dralnagg, routes, sub=

areas and CTOUS'QCFtlonu,)

5, The first of these 6orridors,‘the Wald Valley, 1s the
most difficult, slnce movemont is canalized ulong valley roads
vhere defense is relatively casy, The sccond corridor, a broad

- front penetration through the center of the BERGLaND, would

gncounter terrain generally similar in broad relief to that
already crossed in castern LORRAINE, but favored by fewer and
smaller patehes of Torest, by an adeguate itransverse and longi-

‘tudlnal network of roads, and by lecss severe water crossiags

than the wido north-flowing rivers of LORRAINE, However, this

e UNCLASSIFIED



it this major. axis,
'5"4”...‘ 'LLJI‘&_,STJ al‘eag of L}'lt;‘ S&U\-R.

'*ysitional ‘character is evident in the lundscdpe which includes

[ =P

S B T T ,UNCLASS”qEDH R
country is dominatod in the north and east by scattered prominent: |
volesnic 'hills which‘would afford the oncmy soms advantage in ‘

obsorvation and firo, from which concealment and c¢over would’ be
linited to valley protoction with much less forest-cover than L
- found in LORR4INZ. ‘The third route of ¢dv¢nco,‘sK1rtlng ‘the- coalsg '
figlds to the north, is coineidcnt with the socond route as, Jfaroo

28 the -region of WIUNKIRCHEN, Its subsequent junction with uhc
. LANDSTUHL corridor would be in tho nelghborhood of HOFBURG or

LANDSTUHL, DPassaze of the LANDSTUHL corridor is gentle and- easyJAQfEﬁg
as far as gradients ore concerned, but this is a relatively nar-~ .-
- rTow valley, dominated to the east by the SICIINGER HOHL, and ob-ﬁ.@v‘ﬁi

A Suructed by woods and mo@s, and gubject to floodln

6. In conclugion, the transitional chqracter of the t@rw
raln of ‘the BERGL:ND imposes @ variation in the severity of .
passage, canalizing most ravorable lines: of action through twa
" portals and along three subscguent lings Of these,” eVen undar
siimltancous exploltatlon of all thrcu, thb center passagcf o
.unrough the uxis ol the BERGL:ND is probably the nost faVOrablc,%‘

: Te Thc 1cllow1ng extract is from a popular and obviously RO
. Nwzm-insp;rud treéatisce in the Geopolitic of the FFALZ and SIAR; ,“ﬁ C
and emphasizes the stratoglic importance of this compartment frgm;”hx‘jj
the cnemy point of view, Its penctration opens up both the - i
IHMSSIAN Corridor (see Wookly Intelligence Summary No. 16): and R
the ERaICHGAU: ' _ o o ';\ N R

L ,mucmﬂ LD SP.DT IN PFuLZ AND SaAR (1936) - PR SR

By mugunie Lofilcr

Tho serics o;.oaps ledding from the LORRAINE rampart, in~-‘~~'
cludlnv the MOSTLLE zap, the, PALaTINATE (PFALZ) gate and the’ =~ !
BLVERNE Pass, are voery important, However, the MOSILLE gup 1sf' {
ultimtely blocked by thd High WESTERWLLD (surrounding KOBLINZ) |
which can only be bye~pagssed to the south; while the SAVIRNE gap TR
is obstructed as 2 passage into Southern GERMANY by the northern - .j-ng

S
}
1

- part of the DL.CK IM0REST, The KAISLER3ILLUTERN depression, on the
ocher hand, is the old nuthwly of the LORRAINZE-PALATINATE 1nvasion
route, running. fro.l YETZ via SLARBRUCKEN dircetly Lowards the g@;
‘ dcnsly populated northern part of the upper RHINE Basin with its o
zany cities and tho MAINZ, FRONKFURT, WORMS triangle, At FRabKe- . - 1}
¥URT, this passage contacts the MAIN River line, GERMANY's naxr= . 0
‘rowest and nost sensifive spot, and from thore offers frec ao=~ -,;ﬁi
coss to the hoart of GIAUNY by way of the HiI3SIAN Basin, Ab the . g
samc time, this passeage reachoes out towards MANNHEIM end SPIYER, i
opening & path to Soubhurn GpR ANY through the lower N CLAR and
the YRAICHG“U. .

.+« The SAAR 1s bhe key to the most important trahsverse,axisf“11 f
ol the upper RHING Basin: the PALATINATE is the land aroung;__',;“

4

g Rlver torraca country and northern mountain reglon extend
- over both the PALLTINATE and the SaAR, the sandstone forests. of;‘
the westorn PALATINLIE continue without changu 1nto the larﬂe :

r‘.

. ‘The PALATINAP, 19 described by W, H, Rishl as va topographi
Trogment", It lacks a natural focal point, It ard 'the SEAR
constitute anything but a geograpnlcal unit, - Its - natural tran~

S soegments of largcr pattorns, and show a cnanbing ploture 1nﬁ
i dlfferont partsi £ f;cuuhtry, . _
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Inclosure No.2 To Annex No.2
To Tweltth Army Group
Weekly Intelligence Bummary No. 18

SECKET UNCLASSIFIED

€2 Kohan iber
Joam

0 20 20 49 &

Map copied from GERMAN book "Rural Areas '
and Towns in Palatinate and Saar - Eugenie Loffler
lilustration No.z2 , Page 4
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Further advance inbo Gorwan territory will probably
disclosc rdditional incidents ol delaycd-uaction bombs
such as occqrred in the Third Yo, Aouy ol Sixth Army
Group areas, Thede posbs containcd Irom 150 Lo 1,500 pounds
of TNT and crployed the #JI-PFeder LOL" (le delay fuze,
Tive borha for tie mnsh pact were locaved in culverts but
wenre found in the ardililory barroacks cnd publie utility
buildines ot ST, AVCOLD (52544),  The type of clockwork
delay-icnitoer thog fov cncountored 1o illustrated in full
aive and two enaller nintos show che method of disarming,
The irniter ic woll awade and con be 306 to Tire Tor any
tine Trom ton minutoes oo 21 days,.,  Iv ic encloged in an
aluminum or bakclite cuse tid the clock-uwork portion can
be seen from the atitachoed illustreabion Lo bo nboub the

3izve of a "M ravloil Gl
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UNCLASSIFIED




L)

YR NN VErTY

12 Army Group

Weekly Intelligence Summary No. I8

— N e

GERMAN CLOCKWORK LONG-DELAY FUSE
(J-Feder 504)
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GERMAN CLOCKWORK LONG-DEL AY

(J-Feder 504)

DISARMING

Vo Remove setserew marhed SCI FARE 1o adlon spring to
safety Block between striker and « an

BLIND,

push
and seress in plug marked

2. Turn
STEHT (stop), arresting clockwork,
3. Remove fuze and detonator from charge.

red mark on orelegee ring from GREIT (goj to

FUSE

Reproduced by Engr Repro Der. 12 4 7]
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CNNEX WO. 4 TO TYILTTH %Y GRCUP UNCLASSIFIED
WEDLLY INTELLICINGT SUMLLY HO. 18

CONDI'TION, 0F THI DEUTICHE RBLCHSBARN

The comb=out.of the Rolchsbahn, which reachod its peak with
totel mobilization of August. 1944, his resulbed in the capture of
a vartety of Cerinn railroad workors on the Western Front, and
bae acguisition of o wealth of information on the railroad systen,
One of the most indormobive of theso prisoncrs 1s a young, anti-
Hazi station rastor fron CABTROT MLIAIL, wiho had also served in
various capacities at DUISBURG-RUILICHY, RuCWLINGIAUSIN and JSSIEN,
Interrogated at longth by FJIL teun, Thivd U8 Army, and by
Lol W TLWU,, T Adlr forec, he provides broad conflrmation of the
current intelligence pleture of the Gorrman railways, wlith elabora=
tlon of intceresting detail, and correction of nminor nisconcop-
tions., 'The reporb below relics houvily on this tostimony, but
includes information'frow other sources, The prisoner was called
up on 30 august 1944, but Xept in sovwe touch with Reichshahn por=
fornanca through correspondence id observation,

1. Rall Traffice= Overall rail traffic in GERNANY has
fallon in the Lust Soverad months, bub no estirate is availabdle
of the eztent of Hhe decline. Pansenger traffic was only 20% of
pre-war norial in Septerbor, with subscouent timetable revizions
cutting back thoe schedule svern further. According to the prizo-
aer, coal traffic in the KU hod declinoed by August from soue
56,000 cars (reprosonting nol actunl cenl cars but units of 10
tons of coal) to 3=4,0600 a day. accordling to an 03S roport
emanating from VI, cool loadings in the RUHR had fallen from
6,000 (presunsbly units) Lo 2,000 w day during the £irst wesk of
uvenber; of which only 400 rcachod tholyr destination on schedule,
Turn=-around tinc foz cowl ("0") cars cireulabing within the IBD
ESSEN has increascd by = third; on loaser Journcys turn-around
time has riscen frow an average of six doys to approxizmately two
wacks, The cause of the lungoer turn-arcund bine, and of tho re-
duction in speed of all trarfic was asgsigned by the priscner as
50 overloading of trains, 407 Allied air action and 104 to ad-
vorse weather and breakdowns in pagsagse, The overloading of”
trains, required in coul because of the shortage of mQ" cars, in
turn produccd by the lengthoning of turn-around tine, has po-
duced specd of trains and led to longer halts at stations, The

ccausation in this instoance ig boeth circular and cumulative,

Speed of tr.ins on the open line has in practice been ro=
Guced because of the poor shupes of ¢ngine bollers on the one hand
ad overloading on cho obhcr, Detorioration of the roadbod,

particularly in sectlons wiere it hois been boubpd and repaired,

aloo contributes to the loss, ol spoed on open linc and through
stations, :

‘Prisoner was not cware of a shortage of locomotive coal,
having seen reserves in the HANNOVER area in dunce 1944 which were
sufficient for u weul of normal or two weoks of restricted opera=
tions, He oplnod rurther-that the DR would always takc steps
50 agsure its coal supply, cexcept possibly in electrified aroas
where power Iilled, The 0SS report already cited statces that
locomotive coul reserves are down to 48 houre! supply, without
distinguishing aunong RRDs, Priconer was ¢onvinced that no food
ahortege through distribation faillure would be cncountered in
tlie RUHR, whore roswrve stocks took up the slack resulting from
fluctuations in tronsports. Fallurc of food supplics to meet tho
ration in other areas wnisht be rolated Lo the problsm of evacuses

end the additional burden which thoir requircments imposcd on tho

rallroads,
S o i UNCLASSIFIED
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Military traffic in RBD E283d4W in Ausust 1944 unmounted only
to five per cent of total traffic, It 13 not apparent whethor
militery wmoverents were routod arcund the RUHR, as scoms to have
boon the case with recent TC0s, or whethor this averuags was ro=
presentative for 2 wide seebvion of the ccuntry, The decline in
total traffic, in wiich dlitary wovements had undisputed prior-
1ty, has probably iucreascd the percentage considerably,

Train composition has somewhat altered. According to otbher
prisoners, the "IM train is no lonpur standard, whwreas "K' and
3" combinations continue to be uscd, The previous regulations
re¢ulring four cupties wither sids of a car of aruunition and two
ciaptios flanking inflamsavle material have been relaxed to reduce
the number of axlces hauloed., BInpbics are sbill reltained behind
the locomotive--to nininize the danger from fighter attacks on
the engine; but tho dunger of collision has boen rcduced because
of slow speeds, so that eupty carsz no longer trail the caboose
of armunition trains.

2, Rolling Stock.~ FPriscner confirmed the seriousncss of
the locomotive position, but toolk aliwst an egually din view of
froight-car prospects. Statistically, he catlimated that 20% of
passenger cars, 25% of box cars, 7wh of 0% wngons and 70% of
loconotives stood in nced of repais, VUnscrviccability is not this
nigh, since coul cars with bullet-holss in tihen continue in use
carrying a coarser varioty of cargo, znd locowobtives are kept
Punning until they actually break down, Locornotive unservices
apility was estimatoed as at least onc-shird in isugust 1944 (SHLEF
guotes a figure of L42% ian .id-Ocbober.; One later ovservation
i3 relevant: the MULHOUSE freight yard bad €5 locomobvives at tha
tine of ecapture (end of Woveiber); 39 were unscrviceable, divided
between 15 in neced of minor and 15 of na jor repairs,

Insufficient and inadequate lubricants, loading mainly to
axle problens, was cited as a prime cause of unserviccability
but the prisoncr lays esgpoeclal enphasis on overloading, Frelght
loconmotives acquire coal und water and dunp ashes after 150
wlloneters, passenger lucomotives after 250 kilouweters (conpars
the furier 400 kilonweters waximum); the miner overhaul after
two weeks has betn wbandoned in favor of waiting for a breakdown,
On this occasion, tie recalitrant clerent is rcepaired, and the
rerainder of the .wuchine overhanled. The reason for the apparcnt
neglect is the shortage oh tho ons hand, and the crowding of the
ropalir shops on the other,

The prisoner is nobt impresscd with strafing as a causc of
ungserviceaivility, In E33EN, one locomotive was sent to the shop
by flghter strafin;; every four days, Hearer the front, and
away from the protcetion of the RUIR flak, the rate of casually
was sixtecn tines gwceater as four onginces succumbed eocch day in
R5D COLOGHNE, Engincs were hoopitalized for cnc to two wesks
after strafing, The DR ceotinates thut ten roofed cars {passen=
ger and freight) will reguire patching for each locomotive
punctured, Repair Tor thesc--onen cars arg left unrcpaired=e
azainh tuke one~two weeks, These figures, for august, imply that
4O locomotives and 400 covered cars were under repalr as a reo-
sult of fighter darmge in COLOGNE at any one time, Prisonerts
information on this subjcet nmay well be out of date for October
and Noveniber.

Prisoncr repeated without undorscncnt=-for he hsid no ¢stim
rate=--the cliche of“thce DR worker that they neod 30,000 ncw
locomotives and 300,000 new freicht cars, Tho number of locomo=
tives in RED BOIEY in Ausust 1944 was renembered as 1,057, and
included some veterans of two wars which the DR had parted with
in 1919 as reparations and triumphantly reelained in 1940, The
prisoner guesscs that GERL.NY has onc-third to one-fourth fower
locomotives today than in 1939, duc to wear and tear, and in
particular to the first wintoer of Russian war,
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In rolling stoclk, prisoner was satisfied that "O" cars were
¢rtremely chort, s was unaware of surplus in other categories
of* car, at least in RDD Buoul,

3. Traffic Handlinz,~ Deonomic traffic, of which cogl and
food are the most importan., his been seriously interfered -with
by demage to marshallinsg yards, Prisoner cites several cxamples
of through running {which is all that affects Wehrmacht traffic)
being re-cstablisihed 24-45 hours after a lcavy raid, of light
marshialling being restored in two weels, and regular Treight
classificution afber three wecks or o month,. In the heaviest
rald of which he was gware to the end of August, against HAWY in
June 1944, the restoration cof throush traffic took two full days
‘alter 800 nits in the marshalling yard,

Traffic throush a yard or station is seriously reduced iT
Tesort nust be made to hund sisnalling, Prisorcr cited two trains
per hour per throuzgih track as normal for throush-working (higher
rates can be achieved); hand sisnalling slashes this rate to one
troin per hour yper track, In warshalling, bomb damage which
requires change-over to hand signalling currently roquires raile
roud lavor t¢ learn the yard, which few Lomporary worxkers have
come to know, This takes o weck for Gorman workers, With Rus-
sinn labor, languaze complicatlons introduce further dsluys,
Finally, the road=bad of a heavily bombed warsialling yard, when
Tepaired, is unstuble anl slows down the handling of overloaded
cars.

Az un indication of thoe steps talken by DR to meet the diffi-
culties occasioned by roduction in marshallin,g facilities, priso-
noer clited the recent order oi tihe REENISH-WRSTPHALIAN Coul 3yndi-
cate, wilch 1s charzea with responsibility for distribubing RUHR
coul, This organizetion, to minimizce coal car handling, now
redistributes orders among collierics and requires minoes to aake
up full trains, for single desbinations, This rationalization
nas eascd the burden on amrshalling facilities, such as those at
HALD, and by weduclig sorting and woderated tho lengbhening of
coul=-car turm-arouwnd,

Frisoner was «.led whether the dilutiocn of labor had do=
ercased the capaoeitics of frelpght clossitriontion yayrds, anard
firom bomb danage, Lig roply was that longer houvrs, additional
Rugsian labor, and uisght working compensatéed for the loss in
capacity duc to incefiiciuncy,

Locomotive dispersal in ROD BOSSLN in August tock the fornm
of scattering locomotives within the yard, rather than in
ontlying stations, A dircect hit wie rsegqvired to destroy cach
locomotive, This dispoersal nade for little loss in efficlency.
Train dispersal took the forw of braakling ap rokes, This ap-
plied oven on through traflic, where an overnight halt was re-
quired,

L, Personnecl,~ DPrisoner agrceed that railread workers in
GIRMAI'Y ar¢ tired end hungry, but doubted that they could be
induced to sabotange or strike, The comb-out, he stated, had in=
oreased the averuse age of the German railrond worker and thus
roeduced the ranks of those who might be encouraged ta overt ac-
bion against the Gestupo. Average age in the laboxing scctlons
of' the DR; for fit wmen, is well over 50, The railroad, left o
ite own devices to produce its guotu Tor totul mobi lization, de-
srced that with certain exceptions Lased mainly on efficliency,
men would be offered up to the Wehrmaeht by age groups accordlng
to the grade of oriicinl or workor., In the highest gzrade, msn
vorn in 1915 or lobvor wore turncd loosc) in the next threc zrades,
from inspector dovm Ho worker, wen born afver 1908, 1903 and
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1890 respectively, made their way into lield-gray 1f they could
pass the lax puyuLoal reculrements Some bribery (Schmier-
polltik) éntered into tihe gquestion of'who was called up, but
prisoner, who is thorou;hly anti-No zi, did not believe that a
studied attempt has been made by the Party to weed out trouble-
L.ﬂl‘;@ I'o . v
/

Foreian worker" are used up to 75 In track mointenance,
largely in gangs of 50, and up to 507 1n‘snops and traffic handle=
ing,.  In the main, workers aru Rus5i4n civilians of Ukranian
cxiraction, .new siven equal pay wnd food to the Gorman workers,
cand not inclined o rebgllion,  Gerian wonen workers piecoc outb
vhe gaps left by thg lack of Germuan malc roilroaders; their con-
-““ibutlon has net wot with uwniverssl uasculine appreval, despite
the efforts of the rullroad auvthoritiss,

<

Prisoner does not bceliceve that rajilroad running or yard
personncel is rauch torrilisd by the prospeet of deuth at the hand
off strafing or ru.il conver attackz, Casualtics, to prisoncr?
kinowlcdge, have Lhus far boun rolatively light in both sgorts
of attacks, cxeept for onc incidont at BOCHULE when the alert
was late., leocomctive engincovs and stokers, under duruss,
‘have bccome skilled at the: rapid application of brakes and the
near simultancous divs for the ditch,

FPrisoncr emphasizes that despite tho
subjected nnﬂ the blood=lciting of per-

ro5,. CDHF]thL
strains to wihLch

agonncl, the Roiech renalas extrowely skilled in improvisa-
tion, und tac ondsiing of p:iOlLL¢uu, In p.rtduular, ho ru=

mains impressed with the technicnl virtuosity dispiayed in
such mattcers as the routing of tznin;, cxecept in tue disorganized
arca of the battic frout, Tals admiration inclades a share of
self-egtecm, since tao prisonse sprent vive months wllbWHF ngm
tables for cvacuotion tirains lcﬂvlhu Cho RUIR,  Morcovel,
prisoncr has had no eupevicnce with the dunazss to tele-~communi~
cation centers in receont attacss on FAANLIURT of/k ond JWGRLSRUHE,
The performance of the Redlehsbzin in uoving the hoavy volume of
military rail sgafific to and laterally alowa the Tront in the
prst threc nonthoy alhelit at a corslderable ceoslt in othoer
traffic and the abirition of the CGorian gCconoly, appears to
Justify this estinat '

o
L JU¢
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ANNMEX NO, 5 TO TW.LFTH LREY GROUP
"_’ZLIKLY INTRLLIGENCE LMI/h \Y N0, 18

I lI\ {14 OD"{..J»J.L;Y’

From an old=time boatiwmn-on-thce-RHINS comes an Odysscy as
eventiul as HOMsi's, thouzh lasting only montas instead of
yeirs. It includes nine chanses of corgo during a two monbths?!
trip up the RuIIND from wddEM to B.8Lb, the carrying of Ger-
man booty from HCLILI'D to GERC.LY, iuspscitions by the Gestupo.
vhich Ffailed to uncover the Folish prisconers hidden in the
cargo, arrcst hy the Gestapo, the sinking of ships around by
the Manmericans?, refugal of pay vecause of delays--und the
dcomplete derorulization™ of lLils companions omn bthe voyage,

The btrip, “ths ;loowiect trip I havo ever made®, began

with the loading ol 1.250 tons of wheat scoleu by the military

auwthorities in [{OL¥..pD, The RHING bout left RIGEM only a iew -
gays before the "u=ttle began in that *cctur 01 HOLL.LED., 1

had hardly crossed the Gomman fronticr before an 33 uard
stonped my bvoatb,. Tub uS gaanidlned the ublp irom top to bottou.
Iy boat was one of the innuwmerable RUINE ships, 1,200 tons,

and powecred by a Diescl engine which usces heavy oil, Incidont-
ally, the oils now used ave of very bad qaallty and pive off

an odor which is iusupporbtuble unless one 15 accustomed to 1T,

The boatmants first port of call wap @170ICH where he
stopped to unload the stolen wiheab, "AL Lirvst there were no
wagons for sy carzos After threce days' wait, two btrains took
charge of the cargo. The loadlng and unloading was porforaed
by men and women cacryin; bhe load on bhelr backs, buring the
Pollowing throe days whs boat was loaded with iron-ore destined
Tor RoEZY,

Upon his arrival in wEuS oue day late from his fixed sche-
dule, an "33 Oberbonsc” had the boatman lwmprisonsd for twenty=-
four hours., "rhese gentleowen, the 33, realize that we do a
sreat deal of sanotage «nd that we sail as slowly as nossivle
in order to cause the maximum obstruction on thoe RHINL. How=~
sver, they are without proof of our had intentions. Necessary
moterial is lacking oVerywhere, ana thab ives us an c.ouse
justifying the dclays,

it ONS.Y I loadod sone mackines und notors destined for
the aviation factourivs ab il 2LiGORTH . ..

"Upon arriving at .UML winich lives under the terror of an
S5 Major--alsc ‘oin 33 SOMUIN'=-1 was rerusced my pay because
of the delays, There thacy rlaced an adaltional burden on .y
boat of steel cables dos sbincd for bthe Tfront. Dolivery was to
Lo made by me at NOBLAn4d, v

When the boet arrived at KOBLINZ thers were no available
ruilroad cars upon which to load the cablgs=-~"thosc which T
‘saw hud boen burncd oubti-=30 they were loaded onto Mwagoncttes
drawn by horscs to be delivercd to the Aruy of tho RIINL.
Afber ten days? utoo I was Tinally ablce to continue the trip,
this time with a car~o of airplanc propellers, Thesc propellcers
vere golng Lo the “lduu Alrplanc Tactory at OPFENHELM,

it OPTENTL I took on a load of scerap-iron for JLANNHIIN

and iTARLSRUHI. T'«"on Aarriving at LedN BTN we learned th dt thoere
would be a forced stop, navigation on the RUINI being obst ructed,
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"at KLWRLSRUHG I loaded coal for LT-BRITSACH., In the
moantime we werc attacked atbt luvast ten times by the Amsricans, .
T can certify that T suw with my own eyes 12 ships of at least
22,000 tons sinkv,

At DREISACH a load of potussium salt was tuken on, des-
tined for DBASLE, and at PRaNZEIHEIN threo meh wore rescucd
from the river who turned out to bue escapsd Pulish prisocners
of war, “The police visited nmy siaip fur the last time at
&ulBS, but without discovering the threc Polus was . were hide
asn in the potassium salte,

The boatman cxpresscs it as his belicd bthut the German
civil population coumnct hold out wuntil the ond of this wintoer.
Ag for the population along the JINE, it ig "undernourished
and  the children are frightfully dirty. The shortage of shoos
cud clothes is belag pocticularly folt durlns these winter
months, In Certrin ports the unloading croncs no longer cxist
and the dlscliirge of curgoes is peviornced by wen and women up
te ©0 vears of aic, Thoey are husun wrecks who ars obliged to
work likc slaves. The lot of tho prisoncrs is still worsc-=
nany have f£led", ‘TMhe boatman cxpressed the rfurther belief that
whe pepulation in the WITKE citics had only one wish: to be
iiberated by the .swriecauns,

* ok
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GLRULN 7 Ty ON 171 NORLANDY LANDING

(Bused on Spocial Tactical Studics No.

.

30, 2y VIR )

i Tovicw of sone 20 documonts from high
Germou hooocnaniers revenls that in general
the Goraois were tulion by surprise, not only
in roegore o tine and pl.ccs choscn for tho
NORLLDY landing, but also by the unprocedentod
allied givnerlority; ond that in many respects
they were wot prcourcd for the typs of inva-
Sion which thoy wore forcoed to foca,

Planning, The carcful planning and proparation of
the NORY“IUY 1o D\}Mf operation is stresscd in all reports made
Dy hlghxr Goerman huididultbln, T rollowing are the main
points

b—l

a. Suech thorough recennuissance and intelligence
work that landing troops had mops showing all defense installas-
tions, stronrspoints, ovstacles and areed mincficlds--bub ownit-
ting dvmmy mincficlds,

b,  New cud dmoroved types of landing craft and cquip-
font were used, including the "suagoilig bazooka", rocket-Tiring
cratt, concrcte-{illed ships und pro-jabricated Lancihg-stages,

¢, &ll branchus wore carcfully trained in thoeir
Speeial tasks wnd in cooperation--landing troops reccived train-
ing in ground £inting on berrain sinilar to NORILILDY' s, para=-
troops studicd wodels, neval artillery beecaine Tamiliar with
cugaging land barzcts, cte. Hntir. ll!(lnﬂs wers rehearsed on
the English coast.

de Scercey cnd bhe facsor of surprise were strictly
safcguarded, The fiming cud plice of the NORMVLEDY landing defi-
nitely took thnc devendors by surprisc.

G, Strong pronaratory uir atbacks preesded the Llanding
operation, They #were Circeted nob only asainet the coastal do-
fense zone itsell, bub aszainst tho roar arsa also, and svon
against the howe theater, where bthe cenbire suprly and corcauni -
cations net was Ghrown into confusion,

2, Unorthodox Landins Schedule,= In thelr pre-~inva:

planning and deronse training the Germans anticipated a s

cale operation only where th\ following counditions were fule
“'llcd Point of londirg in tho neichborlicod of at least one
i;o0ud harbor, not on cliffs unless with a wide forcshore, in
teep water without 'Wﬂfs or gutliowu, where strong currcnts
aid surf were abscot; Tino of lunding in fair, calm weather
with a rising tidc at now woon.  In point of faelt the Allies
commenccod tioe lainding at full moon, away from large harovors,
apd landced at soge points on shocr cliffs and in water statud
by German INaval cxpeirts to Le impossable by rcason of undor=
water reefe und gbrong curronts; in a strong wind (5-6 nph)
with low cloud cciling aud a roush sea, The first waves woent
ashore at lowost cbb,
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3. Conduct of Londing

t, Prolimdnary acriul softoning up blankcted not only
coastal defoensss but the ontire transport system up Lo 1L00-130
riiles to the recar, Minefields wore blown up and &luost all
OOuitlgn ~f'inding 1hstalrutlonb Wul'C &LotrOYLd. Savotage ln~
Creasag C

b, The .iWllied airbornc landings, accompanied by in-
ce"”ant air uttac“g, had the double task of protecting the
flanks of The invasion front, and cracking the coastal de-
fenses from thoe rear, ©o opon a way {ur the seaborne troops,
Phe opurations of tho osura and alrborne trooeps were ohly partly
successful. The British 6th Airbornc Division did not succucd
in linking up with tho troops landed by sea; this may be duc to
the faet that roinlovocments arrived only altur twenty pours, .
The American C2nd cnd 10lst Adrborre Divisions were indced
able to link up with tho scabvorne furces as planned, bubt were
prevented from Launching an immcdiate attuck to cut off the
COTIUNTIN Peninsula, as pnlanncd, by Gerimun counter-attacks.

¢, Prelivdnary naval boubardment and air bombing of
Berrible intersloy boian with the rirst light at 0521 hours on
& June., 4All repores agrcee thut the concontration and cifoctive-
ness ol the paval and ailr bombardment were Lfar pgroater than any
pruviously cxpericncad in IT.LY. TFire was not opencd on all
points simultancourly, but in succecsion, with speciol fire
concentration on. o1=co, mhuro it wes intondced to lund, This
terrific bombardwcit and bombing blew up nll rdnefields ncar
thie coast, barbed wire ¢n qulgu&ntq, all figld works, all
"lumbthrowbr y Goliath tarks (romote contrel) held in readi-
1ess, and oliminaved signals cowmnicutions, searchlight cables
a0 position-Tinding installations, fut ovan more disastrous
Ghanl thoe raterial olfcet was tho moral offcet on the Gorman
t700po-“biVinﬁ tnerm a foeeling of ubter helplossaness, which in .
whie casce of ilnexociicneed roecruits causcd fainting or indeed
complote paralysic.

‘ d, Discmbarkation tock place on a urqau front at cbb
wide, Which . Left Gire foreshore with its cuotuonglelents dry in a
depth of JPPTJ@lJﬂtCly 700-850 yards, Fir”u to lund wore ,
Jormandos and Ranger Buttalions, whosce task was to remove the
rereining minos nd opon lunes throush Ui foreshorc obstacles,
jareing them with flags, The Allies' precisc koowledoe of bhe
pPositions of obsoccles, and defended pusitions and tholr arwa-
sent, 'is attributod primarily to cspionnse on tho part of the
civilian populadion, which was not ovacuated, The lancs
vhrough the obstaclos lod dircetly to tho adjoining roads, which
and been blocksed only at narrow places, or et at all, for the
wenefit of civilicu traffic, I6 appoars not only tlat the Ger=
mans woere in orror a8 wo tio blullu and cholces cof ianding
points, but thabt sloo the overwh lmln: cfliclency of the Allicd
savael and alr DuﬂUdrduu?b and the waloading scheme itsclf took
vhom by surprlsu,. In accorvdsauce with their experiences hitherto,
they were of the onianlon that hoavy watorial=-Yight tanks oie
captud——woul& be qnlsadna only aftcr soveral hours, so that the

ain role in smashing the invasion would fall to the long-rauge
-COuot artillery, thlc Local and stratc ic rozcrves Tinishod

off the troops latoed, Zut in TLliLij, siost of the coastal
boatterics were elimiunatced by the preliminarcy vombardment, and
those surviving wore paralyscd by smoko serecrd, The Allies
oxployed, by the side of tho infantry, considerable numbers

o9 tanks and hoavy sapport weapons, which werc most effuctive in
supporting the penctrutions of the infaontry.
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o= In their first advance the Allics
S wnvaciing artillery posilions still in~
s:s'ut stronspoints not yet out of action,
Gerran COUHtGJ"QiuLuuU cost the Germans hcavy losses and were
smashed by Larls «-,mu the fire of hcavy naval pgurs, The extremely
accurabe firyioyg or the warships sliminated every important target
and individual hsavy wenpon aud savie bhe rovescnt of strategical”
rage of their guns (20 miles inland),
Cooperation benweon Lilied air and sround {orces was complete,

A’o ThO Elf f.:.' |
precsed hoOla.y iad
tact but simply by

Lo8Crves 1mpon”1ulu Y]

Tich praise wos paid by the comeonder of the (German 6th Parachute
Rii'le Regiment bo The warbsmanship of the amcrican parachute and

2lrborne troons,

W=  british and americans proved
thenselves | Mluuf”” R ', While paratroops werg belng
dropped the vear woow was beavily porbed Lo Torec anti-paratroop
spotters and local roeserves bo Liw cover, In addition, dumnuy
paratroopers rillod with cxslesives wero droppod, Lo ndsloud and
salit up the delv hulu, In ono inostance puratroons were aronved
in the middlc of - Puwmer divicion just as b was developing a
successiul uounhermuuu'c\, snach wao tous threown into coniusion
and frastracved,  Lilicd dircction Jinders found German battle
heudguarters, ond scveral attoenpts were rads bo interfore with
the firce consrol of Loeavy Germon weapons end the tactical handling
of German tank fove Dy favie;, falog ovders by radio,

5. Dcce ,;pn and Btow

1

6. German Wool M

. Personncl,~ Troops in tho coastal defonsc arca
were suffTering frow overstoain beecause Tor weolts beforce the in-
vasion they had boon woeiding avery doaylisght hour bailding field
works., 4 hish poercento.c of Lihe aen were convalescont ner-
sonnel "rit for Libor sevvice only? or "copditionally f£it™, or
rocruits with four weo training, Also, the commundcer of the
German 6th Parachute RiTle Rop nt comnleins that his company
comunders wore not sogual to b batblae tasize, SD that rezi-~
wental and bvattalion cowsanders bl to supervisce thoe execuation
of thelr orders tucasclvos, Cormanders up bo thb prLanrnb
of divisional comnvider cvinced a roewarkable leek of initiative
and decision, Rear posltiong were conatiucted in ignorance ol
tlie reyuircments of the nodorn war of abtrition,

-4#‘

b, Bguinvgrbt,- 100 Panzoer Replaconent and Treining
Battalion was unxnubd with old irench U ailes, no more than 32 of
wiich were in runaing owder when the invasion started. The re-
mainder of thoe Bubiolion, ovosnized on an lalantry basis, was
armed wilh ¥ronch aocilnc-suns without, sights, and obsolete
Pifles manuilacturcd botwown 1900 and LUL0,  Jerman front-line
troops did not shure tio nood opinion of uloac combat anti-tank
weapons held by tholr ni hor heaw warters:  The "anti-tank rocket
discharger” (Tunseoricust) was charscterizoed as inaccurate, bho
tanti-tank rocket projector®™ (Puopchen) was catled too Lieavy and
limiobilc, Only tac ?;ronade launchor® (Olbﬂruun) was said to be
cifective,

c. Tactical gr,ztunning” -  The smoke barragus pub
Jdown in the coursc .ol the aliicd Tunding compclled the German
artillcery to firc blind, No rrovision hud Deen sadoe for the
automatic woeapons to‘lay aoun doefonsive Tfire on fixed lincs in
the dark or in smolc, Hven in th\ labor sbtapes of the landing
opcerations the German coustal artillery lacked flexibility and
covrdination, The »orernore obstaclos wore only adsguatce at
high tide, and left the beach unprobocted at low water, Minos
rere laid along tho coost without the assistance of the Navy,
and this task wau Chersiore not »roperly donc, When Allicd
vanks broke throu:n cuvo tho roads leading inland, there wers no
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eriorgoncy barricrs-or enginecrs to improvise such., The GAF

was chtlircly abseat, the enti-aircralt artillery too scattoered.:
Only two days! stocl of ammunition was kept in the strongpoints,
.2l though theore werc rations for fourtecn days, _

]

7. Unsatisfactory Gorman ixpedlcents

a, Peints of maln effort, originally conceived by the
Germans as an offensive concept ©o bulld up overwhelning local
superiority at the point intended for a breux-through, wore
recommendod as a universal remedy apainst allicd suporioritye
Rocommended wore anti-aireralt points of main cffort to protuct
tha tactlenl employment of Tanzor wnits, ruilroad line points
of main effort, lanor point of rain oflfort cunsisting of cengi-
neers aud civiliaanp, artillory, anti-taal, minces, ote,, polabts
of rain cffort,

b, Tactics,- Responsible Gerran comuwndors did nob

draw thc same lessons frwom lnvasiovn czporicnces,  Somn thouzat
strategic resecrves uind avlached artillery should boe located

Turther forward and cmsloyed to stronsthen defonsive fire, whore-

as others stressed that defeansce should be cupducted not in a
single lince but ia depth wid 50 Tescrves wsb e held in the

roar,  Stlll others ses whe sulvatlon of defonsce in strongpoianis,

to be neld to the Llast if cut off,.
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4 WK NO, 7 TO TWIrLTH ARNY TRCUP

Al LY IDTELLIGINS S SUMRLLY 0. 18
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1, INTaRCuiCTick, Onc ol the najor guestions now facing

Allied [nLUlll LPP” ﬂCloOﬂﬂ;l ia "iaut is Uﬂu nresent status

A 1nbbndcu anlo et of the Sisth 338 Panzer armny?" To answer
this at the proscas time we have onlv the neager statements of

a Tow priconers I'ros units in Fifth Panser Arwy arcea behind
which the four S3 divisious of Sixth 35 Panzer Army are now' lo=-
cated, plus rore or loss wetulled reports, some conilicting, on
tho orgwization and sbave of training of Panzer LEIR Division
which was refittedl oind roorganised as a part of Sixth SS Panzer
Aray, Information on the four o3 divisions is very scanty;
houever, onc r<po~u on 12 83 Panxser Division indicates its train-
ing and pe PJOMILJ L J-~ L 13 somewhat sinilar to that reported
of LEHR. TFrom a ztwdy of Pan..cr LIIR Division which was com-
mitted into battlu on 23 Neveldbor, certain fucts stand out which
may well aprly to tiie obther divisions of Sisth SS Panwer Army;
however, one rwust alco toke into consideration the fact that

AR was the only non=33 unit in the Ayn7 and may for this rea-
son have recceived unfavoruble Lreasvment in thoe issuance of per-
sonncl and cuulpnionb,

-2,  PANZIR L DI VIS1IOM

raining, - From the beginning

-

&, Reorzuanization and T
of ¢ optvnhnr to as Tate ws 12 Ucloliur The battored remants of
Panzer LELR Division bLosan ashmh“blix‘ in the PJ/ORZIDIN arca
WQU]u uome r@pldCumbnt” wole receiven into those units still
able to accomplish the Lack ov coatrolling tho influx of new=
comers; howcver, no tasic rcorvzaniwation of the division took
place duvring that poriod, On and aiter 20 Qetober, the division
noved into tho PaOLlBORN erea whors the elfort was mads to total=-
ly reorganizes and ¢fit the division under Sixth 33 Danzer Alnye
In this arca, the varions clewcnbs of the division were broken
down into wnits ag swwll as plabtoon and billeboed in widely
Soeparated partbs of JuSTIV.LIA,  Reports on the training of the
units of tie divjswun during thils period arc slightly conilict-
ing, due primarily acparontly Lo a lack o coordination in train-
ing schedulesy howover, «ll asrec Ghet bhore was little training
Siven to company=sisc ualts and no Ticld czorcises of battalion

size or lar:ur were cver carvicd ouve This latter is abtrioated
to the slov influx of sevscnn.l, lack of transportation and
shortage- ol fsavolinc, Triconurs from %01 Panzer Grenadier Regl-
mneut roport iroegusnt "spit and polish inspections" while weanon
training (with thc exceo btion or introduciory lecturcs on the
crenade-launcher i uq,oo“u) was non-c.lstent, Prisoners from
902 Panzer Grenadicr Re inent ronort bhat marksmanship was cie
prasized at the eiponse oi boun dod Cleld eucreises,

b, Orpanizaticn,- Tic organinstion of the new Panzer
LslIR Division was apporontly intendod to follow that of tho 1944
Panzer division, fowavor, duc Lo lack of porsonncl and equinment,
e division was not able to rodeh that standard. The two

Panzer Gronadier roglments cach uave twe battalions of Lhree
rifle and onc b”lV“ coiany cachy the 90L Panzer Groenadlicr Resf =
ment being arnorcd while the 902 Punzer Grenadier Togiment is

Tnotorived, The tonk componcnt of tie division has boen re-

ported both as a reslmsnt anc as o batéalion, with the lattor
velicved mors likoly., The 01]‘ otlier component on which any re=
port has been rcceived is the onti-tank batbalion which has three
companics, ocach witl: twolve 75 mm anti-tank suns, L0 tractor-
diawn, plus 12 11 4t sachine guns,
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¢, Porsonnel, The pors ounul of Panzoer LEHR Division
is madec up of former m muMhb ra ol the division which had fought
through NORMANDY plus a larse influx, of row rocruits from re=-
plucement training units wnd some persenncl from depletod units
viiich were incorporated bodily into the division, In 90l Paunzer
Gronedler Regiment the 1 Battalion ig composcd almost entirely
of personnel from bthe old regiment while 2 Battalion is 70% .ade
up of the former 509 Kobile Battalion which wasg gwullowed bodily
‘nd 1ts units renumbored 5, 6, 7 aud & Companics, A fow NCO's
and other replaccments from Punzer [EIR wore fitted into the
aew 2 Battalion to bring it up to thoe standard of the L Butbalion.
The totel stroength of 901 Panzer Crepadior Regiment before conls

raltment, includinzg both combat and scrvice clcments, was approXis

mately 1,250 men, "Littlc is known of tas personnel of 902 Panzer
Geonadler Reglment, However, as in 901 Panzor Grenadler Regiment,
the replaccmonts arrived in dribbles end came mainly from rar~
placomont and traiuving units, The totul strongith of the regl=-
idnt before commiticnt was piven as 1,520 of'f'icers and men.
From the above, 16 cun bu sven that atbt the tlwe of commitment,
the regiments hed not roached their full strongth in personnel,

A report of 7 Novsiver gtated the deficiency in personned

(:ainly NCO's for the twoe Fahzor Gronadier regiments) was 2,500
mon for the division, lodicabing that the obhur components were
gomparatively up to strength, '

Gy Sguipiite= The biraest surpr s¢ connueted with
thve LEMR Divigion wag its doliciencies in cqguipment both during
its training period and upon comrelisiont into battle. Although
this unit had beent undorsoing rofitting Lor almost two nmonths,
muech of the couipmont with which it was conmitied to batile ddd
not arrive in the honds, of the troons untll o few days prior to
Phuir departurc frows bhclr training arcas, As lats as 16
Novauber, the 9CL Panwer Grenadier Resimont had only those weos
pong which had beenr salvaged from thell retreat through FRANGE,
and those that somo of tho unib gontribhubing to the reforming

had provided; companies were otill lacking in about 50% of rifles

and rachine guns, and almost all heavy weaponse On 17 Novembor,
oolarge part ol thosc missing w‘vpons arrived, nn the same day
016 rosiment was alerted to move At the time of commitment,
Bhie division was gtill lacking badly in motor transport and cach
company of the six ligh®t companivs of 901 Panzoer Gronadler Regle

ont was short 505 of the armored half-troecks or a total ol 60

“for the regluent, The heevy companics werc badly deficlent in

75 vf antl-tank guns, 120 m morturs and 20 nm anti-alreraft
suns, ‘The anti-~alrcraflt platoon of 901 Panzer Grenadier Rogi=
ment received the personncl Lo wal thelr 20 mm anti ~aircralt
suns bub a3 no guus arvived prior to commitment, Uhe personnel
Wwas used to wan tno uCl‘-“TOPUllbd 75 1 anti-tank guns aflter
only two hours' ingtyoction on the pivce. P make matters woIsc,
these 75 mm antli-tenk guns were ¢ulpped I'or tuliscope sights,

“bat no sights had arrivoed for them. Thace 130 Tank Battalion was

supposed to have two compoanies of 17 R0 IV tanks sach and two
conpanics of 17 MU V tanks cach, or o tobul of 68, Trom inter-
rogation, however, it is cleur that uhe division had only aboub
25 tanks and an efual nunbor of assuwult guns when coumitted,
The 120 Reconnalssuncse Babtalion was shoprt about 50% of its
amiored cars and- hali-tracks on 7 Novewber and since the Panuor
Grenadier regiments ware also very short of the sanme type ve=
fleles, 1t 'ls dountiul that the Reconnalissance Battalion was
avle to inerease its streagth mueh befuvre colmitment., The anti-

aldreralt Battullion was intendod to have 18 x 88 mnm dnti-airclift
cons; however, by 7 Novamboer, the unit had only receivea 6-7 % 68

wy guns, 4 quadruple mowmnt 20 rm anti-gireraft and 4 x 20 nn
aati-aireraft gund, While the divislon was very short oy otor
equipient, that waich it was able to obLtaln throuzh new issuc

or .repair of old was sornewhat neglected due to the acute sasoline
shortaze. No gasoline was to be used ut all during i1ts PLDIRLORY
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reorpanization; consequently, nons of the mobors either new or
ropaired were broken in orior to the division's move. As it
burned wut, a large numuer of these vehicles developed defects
during the move to the entralning area and from the detraining
stutions to the butile area, This lack of gasoline during the
training period also preventcd any joint exercises employing the
rmecnanized elements of the division.

e, Comaitirents.=~ The report of 7 November, two weeks
before the divigion re-entercd battle, stated that tho reorgani=
zation of tho division wuas in no way complceted, that replacements
in men and material had not arrived as scheduled and in conclusion
tho Chiel of Panzer Troops wad asked to use his influence to
pPrevent the division from being comaltted prematurcely, The men
nad been told repuatedly that Panrer LEVR Division would only be
employed when its reorganizaticn was complete and then in cons
junction with the other divisions of the Sixth 88 Panzer Armya

It wes apparent to all prisoncrs that thoe division has been cm-
ployed prematurcly as an absolute ncceessity for the "defense of
Ghe RATICH" which had been thrcatened by the break-through to
3YESEEURG.

3, CONCLUSION,= It is difficult to usc the Punzer LEHR
Division as a yardstick for the four SS dlvislons of the Sixth S8
Panuer Army, To begin with, Panzer LEHK was probably in mueh
worse shapes than the othors at the tinge the divisions were wit h-
drawn for their rest and rofit program. Consesquently it re-
quired more porsonncl acuad material., Being a non=-3S unit it may
have been glven unfavoranle treatment in obtaining new personnel
and equiprent, Howover, there is no evidence o support this
swatement, Thoe fact that the division was piven a considerable
amount of its equipment just prior to departurc from the PADARLORN
arca would indicats that cither Panzer ITHAR was suddenly glven
a laste-minute priority and all availabls unallotted equipment
under control of 3ixth 38 Panzer Army was siven to LEZHR to enable
it to porform ite eosreency fTunciion, or that tho equipment was
takon partly from the ovhor divisions of Sixth 38 Panmor Army in

Ly
oreer bto oggquip the Civiscion being ssnt out, IF the latter is

truc or cven if thoy wero all rocciving the sane priority prior

to 17 Noverber  (the date 7uHR upparcntly reecived the bulk of

its equipment), it iz apparent that the four 58 divisions are

not at prescnt compleve in thelr reorranization and are possibly
still roceiving tholn cquipment., The only difference 1s that

they are now locatced wherc they eun bo hurricdly employed, if

the situation in front of COLOGND becomes ceritical, On the other
hand, the possibility etill cxists that She four 83 divisions

did receive favorable tr.oatmoent and uy be held by Sixth 8S

Panzor Army to opcratc us & team when and i a favorabl: situation
prosents itsclf, '
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