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a, Ninth US iITs.- Res;::tar:ce on the front con-’ 
tinued to be stubborn. at a.11 points 01’ contact. On 3 December 
the 115 ‘panzer G.rena’&ier Regiment of 15 Wnzer Grenadier Diti - 
sion launched a counter-attuck et LEIFYFARTi-I. Resistance con- 
tinued until tbe end of the week in the SROR’.fZ,PI,ATZ where ele- 
ments of the 363 D:i.vj.:;i.on .put UP stiff rosistnnce, Throughout 
t.ho period the ensj!ly continu,3d to dig 3rd irflprovi: his doi’ensiva 
positions East OP the RORR’Rivcr, rind wns very ne.nsitiv~! to 
any patrolling on our p-,rt. A patrol which crossed the river 
on 7 Deoembcr was driven back, but it ancountorod no mines 
on t,hc: cost bank of the river. 
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‘Separate prisoner of war accounts havu,n&“bcen roce’i-o&d_ 
of -lmo’, crossings of ‘th.d RI-IWiil Rivnr in’the iiUEIR area’ by:tact,&:i,‘, ‘, 

cal units coming t0 ~the Westu,rn Wont anil’using ferries. The 
later of these repo?+ts relates ,to’rnid4lovomber and deals with 
repldcements for ,the I.@th Com.pany, ‘.l.l$ ,I%nzdr Grenqdier ,.Re&i- 

’ merit,: 15 FHnzer Grcnailier Divis,ion, Which crossed at OI?SAY 
(b272255) North of MJISCUlIG,: p/W cros::ad the ,rl.vsr i’n 3 ferry / 

,,# currying 30 men and two vehicles, 1 .i; i n .a no’t known whither this 
,I Ciij’:1;13 of crossing. the river Wi3.S due to lack oi’ capaci,i;y of the 

bridges in the area or to !reep,.thc fc:rrios 
the posS.ibi1it.y of evcmtual eme~gcncy use, 

oporotional againgt 

, 
/, d, Materiel,- The J3conomic’ Pi~&:furo, Division of tho ’ 

!I~:i~TlcSn ,En~ba~sy\ in~,LONQON ha ’ 3 tisi;imJtud, thiclt the ,p~OdllCtiOll Of 

j;O&IIGSTIG~:~Y{ (TIGER, 11) %anks during the f’irst six months Of’ 

'1944 constitu.ted about jg% of totul ‘I’IGJ<Ii wtput o,mbunti+g to ,’ 
:,,,,:’ 120 .tanks:, per monl;h, ,It .,is cxpoct~i! that the proportion Of 

l,~Z,;I\:IGSTIG:3i~~ to total TI:GMS has increused since the middle ‘. 

,, of’ 19Ld,. , .a’rrd_m~y reach ~1s ,%uch as half or thrco-yuurtcrs of ,the 
total ‘by. i&arch 1945* Protihction of ,total-,TIQ.EI1 tanks is not 
expeotGd to reach a love1 hi&er than 150, and my be con:, 

,siderably loyjer cqrrontly bccuuso. of th6 hombardmo,nt of ,the ,,, 
HtiNC%‘L Plnnt’nt I&SSXL ,in e::rly Novembl?rO Production, was prob- 

,, ably cut in half, by, tilcae raids zt the sole producer of ,TIGERS, 
,,,,,but a rapid reoovcry was cxpootcd,, 

,. ~, I 

There is” no information av;l.il.ablo on output of sc>F- 
‘, proholled, guns mount.ed tin KWKIGSTICJW chas,sis, Ttio ganufactur- 

* ing prbblo,ms i.nVol.vod in co!ivort5_ng from tank to’ assault -gun 
production ,in a’ sj.nglo fac’tory arti not rb(r,ardcd a? ‘formidable, 

‘, ,, 

6,, I3NXMY DXFXN3X TF2INUS \ 

~a:,, Twelft,h Army Groug ,,,,. 
,, ,:ll) -N&& T,$dy,- 31-iid!i’ reports that n def&e 
,,,:’ ‘. line is rtipidl,y’boing .dqvalopod along the main :cood frorn”DuS- 1 ,I 
::, :, SIrLDOI?P ‘to: VIIiRSON, wi”ch ‘~i3XJSB as its southern nnqbor, sip00 ,’ 

:. .s; ?&$s, lii~e.wotild ,jbin ,the ‘exis,tFng .dofensos which extend, North . 
,, $1hrouGh ‘GlZLDJ!Z&+o~~ the -RKtNX at I?EL; 4 1’;; ‘it would’ :~fPo~:d flank .I 

pyotoction’ ‘for, ~-the ~TJHP.‘:j.n th+ qvo:n’t of’ an’ Alli~il break-, : 
til:cou& onto the S?uthe’rn extreme of ,tho IIOL&T Plain, photo “‘, ., . 

,,covcri.gu’ during&he ,pzgt wesk revdnls that thi: tinsmy is ,inc ’ 
to1.1::i~ying his ‘of fort,, in’ the ,WF,T River Line by’~di&~~~ill& ,g4Qny 1 
mocu fire ‘Xrynchcs along~. the east side’ of the, i$P.FT Can@ f,rom ,, 
B~DlX!<G to GZ7VXVJ3!OICH~ f 

,’ __-w-- 

,,: ..,,, 
1 

: 
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onon@ sukiciknt time C,Q ,har,as~s our ~round.‘~roops ‘and ,rstucn to 
ba.50,: Si~&,fi.o,gn~ly, ,,none, of,.: our. ;i.Ghters,, was mot,j’ ,but ,flok 
dofennos,:‘~&re, intense, and’ aCCur@c. :,Tho .unit, wc1.3 av’ailablo 
for i;hi.s. mn$$ssion,‘,only becauko the Eighth Air PoTc,e d~id~ not 
dporatk againgzt~:strategic targot,s, on.,3 DDccomber+, ,, 

: J1&(!8fs have ‘shovln increased activity recently, with ,,up’ 
to 75’ sorties being,recordad,on,a ,si.np,la night. Thc’ra, is some 
evi;lonc’e’ ,.that at le,est one ‘Gruppo (30 aircriift) h!is moved it5 
bases ~considerably noarar to tbo front. He, lY!_l( D c onti,nuod 
their night&y ro -supply ,nissions, frol!l ,baso3 in ,thc IQAM%%:K?T/ 
&iWmariq, 

&I inter&ting sidelight ‘on t hi! g:isoline shortage has ,‘,. : 
‘appeared in two rec,ent reports, t,hut fully a nseiJbl.ed Me,lOgt5 
(wings dotachojd)’ clro, bcitig transports;l, by rail. iIpparont,ly 

‘, ‘,‘:, ” 

the,, great n?od :tq con5crve gasoline; tog,other with the shi)rt- ‘,’ 
‘&go ~0P competent ferry, j~~ilo~t;s, hl,ls l’orcBd ,the GAY to dclivor “, ‘..\ ’ *’ 
new aircraft ‘,in pac&q,od lot5 direct from faotory to opera-, _~ 

. tional- f iolds,’ \,, 

’ ,s; ” ADDJY r.OiW, INTELJ.JGI!?X: NOT;:,:; ,. 
_-- :’ 

Ootobor. 1944, each dircot ,$ho prepar:,ition of an increaned 
pumbbr ‘of, ifiummy tar&&t posi-l;io&s to l;iisleaci ,,krioricari, a~,tillary 

,:~I,, .,:battuSies, The’ First said, “$;xperic~>ca : has ohswn th+t tho 

‘., 
&Jerj_cans mostly fire Prom n 1X3.11, Thu::, .thdy’ hava for days 
fired upon o&d fortificat~o’nu; 

., “‘, sir@..o ~German sol.dier in thorn, 
a:!_ Uiour~;h thiiro, nev’or was 5~ 
We i::,ust nccolXk$lCo ‘the; 

,‘,‘, ,k~tiricans in thifi resp.e$ ~T1A.s csn ‘bt? done \only ,by fully 
:,,: ,~,,.,,camouf’lagin(: the po,sitidns, wo occupy. r:u’~d d,isclosing not 0~5: ',, 

,tho, s,&i&htest novorzents ,” cl,urin~~, the daytir~ia, while at thii same 
,: Z;lr:s 5killfully and ‘cunniq$y pr~ipcrinrJ’(~~~~~~y, po:;i,tions which ,I’ 

,,: _I’,“, :. ,.will divert khe fire ,‘Prol:1 positic.,ns actually ~ccupied”~ ,Th?: 
‘training, memorandum, ob5orvin(;‘th3t f~tho eni!l.1y’s,artj.l1~7ry,, 

,‘,,, : ‘observation works very. f:ast, on? vc:ry skillfully”, added that ,.‘, ,’ 
,.:;:,, .z. II ttle ,,,>.!7$ ~nony is rugistoring ;:oru and ~r::.ok~ uccurat cly, on our bat,- ,, 
~I,’ : tory position5 and other hotivy weapons. ‘Therifore, ,stegs 
': 
',,>I must b& $ahn ;imodiatcly ,to insure tkt during the coL'~illg, ., 

.S~. ,;‘, nights posi.tibns ,are’ ohango$ a,5 of,ten as pos5Lblc, For, ogch’ 
‘.:‘!“’ ‘position of the ‘okti,llery or other ho:tvy, weapons, there IXlS't :' 

bu at loust two :ilt,ornato position::, W/cry bettory, etc., 
‘., which’ has f?rod durin;: the dy nust ch:lnyc its position ?'IOt : 

, ,later than the following’ni[;ht whenever possible, ROViUg &WITS '. ‘.’ ,,’ u 
I,._ ‘twill bq used extensiv’ely, Divisions will from now on rc?pOrt; 
i$: fin the fir5t morning~rcport how l.lany batterius, etc., have,: 

,Y$‘, qh&ed i&eir ,posi.tion during the night ,,‘I .s 

,,, 

., 

b., Hadio,Corll~uni.cation with the Enei?y Verboten,- 
The Co&r~ndor-in-Chi& .~oQ G$~~-~~~G, ili’an Odie~~ 

,, 

d:ltoSL 1 October ‘lgl+l+, .fasuecl a cowhand lluni”ler the proviSibn+ y 
of the Fuehrer’s Oriler No, 7” which 5ut;2;ests -that any f Lqturc 
r'adio c~;~:~urjicntj.on' to ~~Ll.li.cd troops initiated by German 
troops should rqre than ‘eve? bo carefully wei~hc~~-~~,cr,~~t’ 1.3~ ” 
collie from;, @&I ,authority,,, and, it’ +y be. laying; thii fqundntion 
Par a trap, &ting an ingthnce whcrr; the sicglal unit ,of,,a ,,” .’ 
Gori:XUl tiraored, dty,isidn arranged by .radi.o with Amerioa,ns”‘for 
the ovactiatibn .of .‘6 wounged Curman, officer in whicQ the ,,01‘,- 
ficar ww detai’ned by,;tho &Jerioans coin violation of tjhoir : ,‘, ,“I~, ‘~ ,’ 

promisel* and, alle&adly ~~mLirderei1 in cold blo$~~, the order’ ” :’ 

atatod, !I ,cor_zr,land the following:, s / ,’ ,’ ,.’ ,’ 
: :’ 

r,,,:,;* 
i-_-t-, ,, 
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,, ” :“s.ickl~.oss tom death of +n?. They, had be& on,cuurug,a’d~~to~ rc?r,~ain 
,,‘j ‘pel:r:Lr,~.~by~ ~llie~,‘.yropagaada; by’native anti-Nazisi by the early 

il,e$arj;ure of,. local .Na-A ‘,offipial and by the V~ehrmaht’s ,op- 
,,, 

sj 

(4) ‘Nazi ‘Enforccmrnt I;loasuris; - Naturally ', : 

; ondu& tilt! $brty did'not taku SUCh rwSlStnflct: l&n@, dowti,',"Thti. 

,~uz:iu ,~&ediut~ly ,set to’work shoring ‘up’their con.trol systen 
‘, with ohe ,enobgency measure after imo~ttior, 
,!:“the organization of trench-aigging, 

An 63anIl.y I.LOVC was 
The political shock troop 

; or;;anixati.on,~was tixpanded’ end its ,forces STrOr.? no less than eight ‘, 
Gaue ‘were ‘operating in the Gau, R~LN-&ICJ~~,W early in Segtmbar, ,. 
Moljilo~ squads of? $1 and SS b&an to appear;, iq~,~crmnting f orrml 
evacuation orders with charactoI’i.st1.c ruthlosshess, SoW ac - .s 

,, ii 
, ,:;counts tell of actual pitch.yd~be.ttl~~s in villsge streets be- 

+tweon ‘civi.linhs and, S;A and SSo l~tizst and 1;3ost swooping of 
the improvised control:: is tho Vo~ksstum and its Standbat-, : i 

~,‘tafllorie’ which’ carry’ the ~,thrc!at of court-mrtiul to evadorsj 
; have, ‘power to deal width Wolrrmcht 0’11 ,joc.tions TV ovacuutionj 

nndwill tond to deter locul PnTty of’ficials thinkinS of i’lightr 

\. 

‘(a) First UIS Amy 

Cunulative em:niy -P/W’ captured 
to ,09Z~*OO 210,514 ,: ,..........,I. . . . . *,.~ 

/ 

.,PkW cajtumd during c urrmt . 
offcrrsivc to 092400,,,,,,.,,., 9r414 .' 

(b) s.rd US+rg 

Cumlativi3 (;aemy P/?/ pro-’ * ” ,, 

ceosod .to’ 092400 ~.1,.1.,.1#.11 134,605- 
., 
P/W processed during . 

currant ofi‘en.sj.ve to O&400.,, .31,649 ( 

( c) Ninth US fis:ip 

liIX?J, lor ;>eriod onding * ‘, 
og2400 il.., . . . . . ,I *.*.,*,* ‘,‘,:*(I 49:,4?,9, ,,‘Y ‘.’ ~ “i 

,~, 
‘;.S.F“<I’T -2-i A._ ,, 
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T.he W~RGL;lYD~t is a moderat&ly difficult ‘, ’ ’ “‘, 

rolling hill country ler~ely open or ,in cultiva-. 
tidn,. but complex in o’rigin and thcreforc transi’- 
tional in relief, growing 3~1ccessivcly more diffi-. ,~, 
cult ,from south to north. It is Cssentially a, 
drui,qu&e saddle 1:f ini: between ,highor and more. i,: 

ru&wJ barriers to: the north Us south, and formc. 
ine a &up’coniicctitg LORRAWiX with the valley of’ 

:, ‘:, 
,, 

th a RFIINJ . 

j, j 

by the Porest-covered area of the coal fieldsi 

These tvdo’ portals’ load to three possibly ” ’ 
l~ines of subsequent action in the eastward ne&o- 
ticttion or ‘tiuJ I’L.WX,;i~UD, i~ama,lp, First,, the ‘L, 
IAXDSTUW~ dapr eGs ion via the KAIS.XSLAUTIZN gate ', 
Llild th3 vall.~;y Of l;hc PFRIbE~~ CO th RFIN;1:; s,econd, 
a broad, front :penotration u.long the mid-asis of ” 
-tha RZRGL.:~J-D ,; rind thir il) ‘Thor valley of th,e ‘NXE. ‘, 

‘Khothbj: theso three lines ari: cxpl,oited simul- 
tlI:eou;ly 01‘ not,, the second -l.inc of action is, 
considurcd thu bust, boin,% a broad frorit penetra- “: 

tion utiliniii~; an adequate road net, ,throu&h 
rolling hills, only the steep slopes of ;which ‘are ‘, 
forested, @I erossing crily minor headwaiter, streams.’ ‘. ,, “.,,,, 

1. The. follo~in?; discussion of’ t;hc tactical effect- ,of. the ,; ,‘:: 
t&fain of the m:$,,:;[{ ~x~:GL’J>~ is based on vhrious$ngineer .and ‘,, 
I.,S.T,D,,. reports coverin& in detail the ~~c:n~ral. topog~aphy,~~l.i.t;aTy:_ ,‘I 
aspects ;of ,tha tcrrnin , and Critical terrnir? loat~ures,,r,ona:~‘w~ich~ 
will thorGi”ore bo:‘sumr:tariz& These basi,c oonoidorat~fons, .however’,’ ;~ 
limit tactico2 ‘use of the tc,rrain. Morcovbr; strute;iic~ .$aotors ,,,y 

also doteqine to’somo extent thic do,p,rce of’rislr in .thC,,mi.litury 
negotiation OP modemtoly difficult terrain. 

:$ 

. 
2), ‘The ply:&Z:jjR p~i&$J&qJ my be co\lsiderad modcra$&ly’ &ifL~,,:, :’ ,‘.” ::,‘:‘Iz: 

ficult’ country ‘fr~om the, point of view of mil.i,tary ,action;, ,Ho+::,L,“: ~: (; 
over, it ,iS rclnt,ivol.y ,tho b,est available passage ~throu& ‘the, ::.,,‘:? : ,, ~,,I’! 
nntural hurrier of rugged country ;rc;aching ,from d&&QN ,160 “fi&- “:“,‘,,:r, ,;: ,:>: ;i 
FOR1Y. ,. It is thereTore’. a critical ruaturo, and i,ts examination.,’ ‘. ,,, ;’ 
ro,voals .~oanalizntion ‘within’ the compartment ,.imposed by the ,, .’ ” ‘Y,, ,‘,‘,I!. 
transitionel~ tiharacter of “relfof,, It j.3 not .a ,‘urlifo,rm ‘QL* ‘hom:‘l,“,.‘:, ,::‘,’ ,::,i 

gcr1,cou~ ,,sub-area, butvarics’ from th& pecul,iur formatidn~ ~‘of ‘the, y .; :. ,: 
,,; 

,_ 
I ,' 
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LtiWSTWL dopr~ossion in the south,, the: rolling hills in ,the cen- 
‘, tcr, and ,the deep-c~ut valleys of the l!;~~HF, system flvlkod by -the 

KUWXJCI: M~unt,..!~i.n~ to the north. 
tnchcd sketch m3p. ) 

(See cross-sections on ot- 

3,. LORlXtNR ter:,:in:ites at the &SIR. There are two portals 
from LORRAINE! to the GXXXAW, aep:lr:~tcd by the coalfiold oroa 
rucching northonst~~ardly from S~&~RRUCI<;$l, Til8SC co3lfields lie 
gonerally within th6 honvily forcntsd region forming a military 
obstoc~lc sep~otis;~ ,tha ZWEILIRUCl~X~ PO:!: ~t::l from the SAARL&UT&HN 
portnl, The southern approcich to the ~L:iJXX~TUHL depression through 
the Z~~EIURUCIiEN.‘sec,tor is northw::lrd up the BLI;;‘S V:~lley utiliq-’ 
ing tho upland to the e’ust and west. T!w iI:;&dinta vicinity of 
ZWIBRIJCKEn is the bottlcncck ‘to this :lvonuc; East and west- 
flowing branches of tho ‘i:LI%; nre,,,in thamselves not se’rious ob- 
nttncles to mllit3ry orossing, but the stcop sidew::1lls of some 
of the ,vnlleys snd the high ridg2.s pro jocti,ng into the v3llcy 
of the BLIPS hnvo boen utilized by the unomy 3,s the s,trong busic 

,, position of the WXST Y{ALL. Tho ‘WBT WALL, in this sector, while 
not as ,desp as in the :~~~RERUCE~~~~‘-Sili”rRLli’DT~~~ rezoh, is very dense, 
and well site&with respect to terrain, It has been doscribod 
as one of tho stronc;e5st sectors of the S~~G~l~IE~ Line , East of 
Z”.‘;:IBRUCIiRN, reaching nearly to PIRW~ENS,!, u deeply &t not in- 
triontuly dissecti!d ~plattiau known as ,the msmxcs, presents a 

~pzttorn of flat blocks of open or cultivtited plateau, with new 
Valleys cut ,duGp :xid. steofi-sided, 
broad m3neuvor. 

limiting opportunitios for 
K:>wcvar, ncgotintion of this terrnin is favored 

by a prcpondcranos of ridgo or upland rends, probably well drcinud 
and not dofilnded, by the opcrl landscu;,i: and tlie scarcity ~of 
ctimpoct settlor,lent with the utt zudr:nt risk of st3gs;crod hedgehog 
dcfensu. Yiost of $;;fiIJ5i;UCiiXJ$ the, landnc3po is more mlturc 3.12 
relief, but just 3s ‘rugged fnsof’c*r 3s stocp alopos 3re concerned’, 
aid with ml jar rods lo:ldin;; ,throu&h, v3lluy and forest defiles 
to the ,L:&LWTUF:L di:L>rassiou. Of thesc two lines of approach, 

,..thot to the .eiast, i<, proi~tbly’ prcforiibli: from 3 tactic31 pointy of 
VIOW, trlthough 3 dstnilud steroscupic comparison is not nt present 
available. 

4. The north&n po:?t:A to .thc PY,&ZER Js$RGLi$lD is vi3 the 
Y*;;:RLILUTE~RN se c t’or , by-pas:;:ing the forest-covorcd coal fields to 
the north.’ The SAAR River is tho major nn~tural obstacle, imme.- 

.diatoly backed by thq%W~ :&LL in a dogr’oe of depth and density 
direotly~rofleoting the enemy’s approoiction of the natural ad- ,. 
vantage of this approach. 
in this seotor, 

The BERGJAKL country touches the S,T 
It is a region of ‘low monotonous hills with 

orientation favoring nort,heastward penetration. R penetration ~ 
hare mzay be ,exploi.ted in et least throc obvious lines of ntition, 
,thc first or northernmost leads northu:lstwardly along the con- 

*verging upper drainago’of, the NAF% to descend along the well, /’ 
~stablishsd routes in the narrow valliy of the NAfiE itself to 
th RHIN% pl3t e au. The second is by 3 broad front nlong’the 
I::>::,\ jar ‘axis of the. BERGLAlJD, through open rolling country, The 
third is to the east, to enter the L.‘LIKHTUIIL depression,, ,le3ding -, 
Cjaou& i;ha E&IS~?S?&~~~ gate and the PPRII,@.:’ Valley’to the 
RHX W , (Sos attached s,ketch map showing drainago, routes, sub- 
xrea’3 arid cross-sections,) 

, ” 

5,‘ The first of t(heso corridors,’ the J;il:u Vcllley, is the 
most difficult,. sinca movoilicnt is qonolized along va&ltiy.rO~~dS 

where defense, i,s rclntively GZiGy. The second corri?Sor, a broad 
,front pene,trat&on through the center of the BERGL&D, would 
cncounter terrain generally similar in broad relief $0 that 
already 0 row ed in uastorn LORl&:iIJi%, but favored by fewer 3nd ,I,, 
smallor patches of forest , ,by an ndequate transverse and longi- 

~tudinal n&work of roads, ,and by loss severe water orossings 
than the wido north-flowing rivers ;lf LOp&~Ip~~, However, this ‘, 

,,, 
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Military traffic in RBD Z,sS&J; in August 1944 mounted only 
to five p0r cent of tot;,\1 tr:lffj.c, 
Kilitary Liovoricnts 

It is not apparent whethor 
Wore l?oU.ttid ursuhd the RWR, aS ScOI.13 to have 

boen the case with rcceht !.‘OO3, m whethur this average was re- 
prosontativc for :!. wldc 3c!C$iU!l of thc; CijUntl?y. The decline in 
total truf fit i in wkick :~,li.li-tmy i.lOVWiC?LltS hod undisputbd prior- 
ity, ha3 probably i!;crm~,:i; the perczntago c0nsidernbly. 

2,. Rollin Xock, j -..-. .D,..- .-“II.. Prisoner mnnfirrned .thc seriousno Of 
‘the locolYlotl~vc p03Xt.1.m, but, t ocl!~c al::loi;t an ec,cally din view of 
freight-car prospect:;. S-tati 3’..i~c;:,.l., ‘iy, he c:?,ti;:;ntod that 20$ of 
passenglor cars, 257; of box ca~3, ‘~1;:$, ,0f ‘1 Ol: w:?ci’nn and 701;; of 
locomotivG3 sti)0d in need of ri,p:!i:‘:, lJn~c.~v:,c!i;r~!?i.LJ.ty is mt this 
hiGh, sinoe co:~l cam with bul!.,~:%-~!:,~~l..~~~ in them contjme in use 
currying a c0ar3er v:irii;-t.‘; of c,;.c;_:;~ ~ znd .~.ocoi.~otirrc~s :ITO kc;pt 
running until thuy factually b~a!e: iw4~3, Losmotivi! unsorvioo- 
ability wa3 0stir.l;lti~d a3 at lc.:l3t. :ju(; -:hi.l:d j.11 ilugus-t 1944 (SHAEF 
quote3 a figure of 42$ i;i .~A&,-Oc.I,.obcr. ; i\n.c later observation 
is relevant: the J!flJLI-JOWE frl;i@ yard had c5 locomotives at ‘the 
tim of capture ( end of Nmo: :bor ) ; 30 V’IQXC unsci:v-i.ce.oblo, ,diVidad 
between 15 in need of :;inor al:;; 15 :,I ~;:,a j0r ~~<~l>ai~~, 

Insuffici ont md inadequntc lubriciult3, loading I:lainly to 
a;;lc problms, w’w ci,tad as a prim cause of uilserviccability 
but ths prisoner lay3 e~;$,ooiil ciJpha3i3 0n overloading. Freight 
locor:!,otives ncquiro coal end water md dur,ip asims after 150 
J.;ilomter3, piissch&cr luCO~ilotiV03 after 25O kiloi.lctors (cor,lpare 
the femur 400 kiloi:~etcr:; i:;axj.;:!u~ti) ; th c Anor overhaul aftor 
ko wock:; has be&n :‘ri~x~d.on.ed in favor of lwai tirlg for a breakd.own. 
Oh this occasion, tAc rocslitrunt cleT,.eht is rcpoirod, and the 
r&ainder of’ the ~:r~ohino ovcr!lauled. The rCB.soi; Pc)r the appnront 
no$ect is thi: shortngo oh the on?? hand, and the crowding of the 
rupnir shops on .t;xc: other, 

The prisoner is not impressed with stra.fing as a cau30 Of 
unservicoa::ility~ In iLi:XXJ%, 0he locofilotive wus sent to the shop 
by fighter strafin:; every four days. Ncnrer the; front, and 
nwoy from the protection of the RKIEI f’lnk, the rate of casualty 
wa3 sixtucn tizes [<i;‘oatcr a3 f0u.r 0nginc.3 succumbed ccch dny in 
WD c OLOGIL’X , Engim3 were ho3pitalizod for ohc to two week3 
after strafing, ,f,ile DR esti:~mtes tl1ti.t ten rg0fod cars ,(p”ssen- 
ger and freight) will r0quiec patching for each locomotive 
punctured, Repair for these --open cars arc lef’t unropaired-- 
q&h t:&a one?-tw;, wcoks. Thssc fii;uras, for august, imply ‘that 
40 locomotives and 400 covered car” i) were uhder repair as a I’o- 
suit of fightor dmage in COLOGNE ut any me time, Prisoner*3 
information on this su.bj0ct may ~11 bc 0ut vf date for October 
arid Novmbar. 

Prisoner rcpcuted without mdor3mcnt- -.for he hsd no OStiC’ 
I: .:a t c --the cliche ol’th,: DR worker that thoy ncod 30,GDOO new 
locomotivoc and 300,000 now frtii;:ht car3, Thi> huLlbeT 0.f lo~;X0” 
liivi.;s in RI;D XjsX;$ in Au;:;ust 1344 was reriei~,ibored a3 1,057, and 
included some vLterail3 of two we?T3 which the ‘DR had parted with 
in 1919 as reparations ;t;ld trimphuntly roclair~md in 194.~. The 
prisoner guessus that GL$R,,;.Ay ha3 ma-third to one-fourth fOWer 
locomotives today tilClIl in 1939, du0 to wear qnd ,tear, a&. in 
p:rrticular to ti-iw first win.tsr of Russian war. 
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GXX~'A;::Y nrc t irS9 ;:nd hun,o;r.v, 'but doubted tha~t they could be 
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cr:iargcncy barrhcr ‘s .r?r on$ncsrc to improvize such. The GA? ” 
~~~~1s cntircly. absent, the anti-drcraft artillery tpo scn,ttcred. 
Only two cluysc stock of Wzr?munition was I:c.;A. in the strongpoists, 

. ::!.thou&h there, were rations for fourtr;cn driys. 
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reo~~::an:i.i:at~tOn; cOlll:ejuently, none of i;ilc: nioiors either new or 
repaired mere broken in !?7:ior to thu division’s move. As it 
1; 1urn cd (i u t ) il lri,r::e nufiliii3T oi' thcso vehicles dovelo]:~d dcfocts 
dWin& the niovc to ‘ihe i”?-i;r;ii.nj.ng area and from the detraining 
stati.ons to the bsttle area. I’his lack of gasoline during the 
training period also proven.tc;d any joint exercises employing the 
mechanized elements of ,th c, div is j. on. 

COl7l?nitii:.enfs, - 
before thE* ~~i;~l’::~~~~~~:.~-~,~t~r~~~l battle 

The report of 7 November, two weeks 

zation of the! division 7j~i.l~ in no way 
stated that t,h.o roorgani- 

Aomplctod, 
in msn and lFli~teri,ll had. r.ot .irrivcd as 

that replacements 
scheduled and in conclusion 

the Chief of Panzer Troops wus asked to USC his influence to 
.prevent the division from bein;;; corm.littcd prcrcaturoly. The mm 
had been told rcpi:atodly that Panzer LEYR Di,vision would only be 
Gmijloyed when its roorg;lnization was complc?te and then in con’ 
junction with the other divi.sions of th3 Sixth SS Panzer A:,rmjr. 

It was apparent to all prisonc!rs that thr; division has been em- 
ployed prematurely as an absolute necessity for the ‘ldefenso of 
the IGICW~ which hid been thrieteneJ by the braak-through to 
;‘i’&SS5Q?G. 

3. CONCLUSIONS. - I,t is difficult to ust the P.nzer LEHR 
Division as a yardstick for .tho four SS uivisions of the Sixth SS 
Panzer Army. To be2;j.n with, Panzer LX;% was probably in much 
Worse shape than th3 ~thi;rs at the time the divisions were withh- 
drawn for their rust and rofi.t progrc:m. 
quired more porsonnol aiid material. 

Consaqucntly it re- 
Deing a non-,% unit it may 

h.,:lve bocn given unf::rvora;lle treatment in obtaining new personnel 
and e y,ui pnont , 
stat cment , 

Ho ? i: v o r , there is no evidence to support this 
The faot .i;.h<!~t the division was Liven a considerabie 

niilOtlnt Of its equipi2ont just prior to departure: from the PAD3ii~0IGi 
ar:il would indicate that :.:i.thGr Panzer LEI.iR was suddenly given 
a last-minute prioriky ;nii all available unallotted equipment 
under control of Sixth ;;S P;lnztir Army was 
it to po?fOrDl its Si.~:ol'g~:ncj; 'i't~.nc 'iion, 

.;ivun to Li3:IIR to enable 

taken partly from ,ti?.e o~..:~.i!r divisions 
or t,hat the equipment w’::s 
of Si:;th SS Pnnzor Army in 

oror to u:.j,uip the i:j~vir,inn bcin(; ;ant out. If the latter is 
.truo or avcn if th;:y ‘iiciro all ri:ceiving thu same: priority prior 
t0 17 Novar,,ibor’ (the cat,,: ;‘&;ii apparently rcccivtid the bulk of 
its equipment ) ) it :i.:< crp,:xll:ent i;l-!n,t the .Cour SS divisions are 
not at prusen.t comp1c.i;;: in th\,ir riorCanizz,t;ion and are possibly 
sti.11 rocoiving their c;g.uipncnt. Tils only differeliC0 is that 
they arc1 now located viheri: t>!J.Cj' c2n bt: hurriedly c;,lployud, if 
the sit uati.on in f rant 0.C COLOGG becomes critic,.ll. On the other 
hail?% , the possibility s.ti.11 t:;:isto that thi; four S3 divisions 
did raccivo favorabl<; t~r.;atri:c;n-t and muy bi: held by Sixth SS 
Paiizcr Army to opcratc us a tc:,:L!n :;:h:n and i.i a fuvorablc; situation 
prosents itsalf, 
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