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1. The impending orgenization of the Joint Tacticel Air Support |
Board introduces a pressing requirement for an explicit statement of
the principles, organization, and procedures which the Army regerds
as essentlal elsments of a satisfactory tactical air support doctrine.

2. As a step toward meeting this requirement, there 1is inclosed
herewith (TAB A) a study an Tactical Air Support of Ground Forces .o
'This study emplifies, in part ; the viewpoints expressed 1n my letter to
you nn 24 October 1950 (TAB B) and your Memorandum to Chief of Staff,
U. S. Air Force (TAB C) with respect to Army requirements for cloee
tactical air support. XKlthough the consideraticns contained therein
cover only broad fundemental principles, this study is designed to
furnish a definitive bagls for the detalled developmen‘b of Joint
doctrine.

. 3. It will be, noted thaet provision is maede for operational control
by a field commander of .those-tactical air elements “(offensive and re-
connaissance) which are. provided for the exscution of a. ground campaign
I have previously expressed ny . convictions 4n this regard, based cn my"
personal experience &s an Army and Army Group Commander, in World War II,
and on .observations in the United States, within the Europeen Command,
and in Korea. I- em of, the firm cohviction that in any future war with

a ma.jor povwer,: nothing less than operational control by: the grcund com-
mander will- provide the requisite assurance that-

.'a.; Unity of command exists on the ficld of battle

b Army Commanders will receive appropriato consideration
for thoir requirements in the application of availablo air su'oport.
L EE
- C. A commander can depend an the use of &-definite. amount
of tactical air While it has been allocated for cleso support and in-
tegrate its use 1n his plan of battle. S -
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d. The power cf decision cn térge'ts “to be attacked in the ~
execution of the ground campuign will bc vested in the responsiblc \

Arny Commender.

L. I consider that the treditional Air Forco doctrinc, which pro-
.vides for co-cqual comeand status ‘between ground and eir at all dut
theater levels, canstitutes a: fumlamental defoct in cormand relationship.
This doctrinc:of command by mutual oooperatlon is unacceptatlc becauso
it reserves to the supporting orm the authority to determine whethor or
not &' supporting task should bo executed. The thoory of divided ccmmand
in the face of the enemy is foreign to the basic concept of warfer

wherein the rcsponsible comrender cxercises undisputed directive: author-
1ty over all elcments essgentlal to the accomplishment of hié nission.

The provision for a decision enly 2t tho theator or unified commend level -
deprives: the Army, Comander. of this apthority and in the case of a con-
flict of - -opinion —botween two' co-cqual comanders. 'orecludes resolution -
within en accoptabdle time limit. The necessit*f fo.‘r a single command :Ls
greatest at the scone of buttlo A :

s -5. I rot:ommend thut the incloscu study o mctical air support of
ground forces be forwarded to Brigadicr General Thoras B Iewis, the
Artiy represent&tive on thh Joint 'mctical Air Snbport Board( g’ the
fra.mework of +tho* Army s position
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1. CENERAL. T -
alfy annpert: of ground forces 1s the application
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of air power for the destruction or nLut"alization of eneny aerial or
gurfacec dactivities in the battle area and thc interdiction of the battle
arca in furtherancc of a ground ¢canpaign €8 requircd by the-‘groud. force
camender to accomplish his mission. This application of alr power 1s
achicved by Air Force units- operating in' close support of Army units.
Close air. support of Army units consists of:

o ¥ P
a. lactica

(1) Clos¢ support missions requiring integration of the .

_supporting air effort with the fire and movement of supported ground

forces; and’

~: (2) That suppcrt which does not require such integration
but 1s T irmediate interest to the ground cormander as belng in the

present or prqgectod Yattle area and 18 capable of exerting a direct
influencé on the day-to-day nnprr+1nnn of the forccs in contact with

Adds £LWCLI00 Ul Wil pCr.LLICNO IO

~tho eneny

The 1mplications of closc supnort are d“finod as follows-
When by directicn of higher cuthority o force is assigned the missian
of close Bupport of a deeignated force, the cormander of the supported
force will exercise oporational control over tho supporting force with-
in the lnits permitted by accepted tectical proctices of the Service of

_thc supporting forcc. Such operationul control includes designation -

‘of targecte or objéctives, tining, duration of the supporting acticn, and

.othor 1nstructions neceqsary for coordination and for gaining thc grcgt-

est udvantagc.
2. PRINCIPIES:

a; The +hnatnr cormandcr or -subordint to unified communder,

if designuted 18’ responeible that tuctical air power for the support
Jof lund forceq s made availablc.

b, Unified comm&nders, with the advice of the - &rmy and Air N

“cam@ndcere; deternine the . compositicn, prioritics of effort, and zoncs
.of rceponesibility of tactical alr comaends to opercte in c105h support

of arhy groupe, and est&blish policie'=I with respeéd to propertions. of

Cair effort which muy be applied on various Air Force nissions.-a--~_.
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c, With requct to offcnsivc and reconnalasance air support,

:tactical air corrends arec dirocted by the’ theatcr dir officer-in accord=~

ance with, policioe ostablishod by thc unificd- “corménder (par b above),
as to the minimum® strength which: they will apply against ground. targete
in eupport of thg ground cempaign.  This ninimm nay be exceeded, wheére
appropriate, to 1nclude the maximum forcos available.

‘ ;QVéf,f dlhuf ffffrf'.‘ S

TNTINSURE 1- " REre g
- ’n

rm
SEC ARNY BY TA"GASS’FIED O'RDER




UNCLASSIFIED

d. Tactical air commends and army groupe establish Joint
operations contors (JOCs) within which supporting operations are
planned . Participating Army personnel represent the army group con-
nendor's pollcics, prececnt his requirements, and providc & media for
exchange of opcratiqnal 1nformatiqn und of intclligcncc

: Comnandcrs of tac\ saird ctm'nds écsignetc a tactical
air force to operate in support of édch Fiold erny of the arny group. ;
The army group commandor with the advice of.the tactical air cormend -
cormender will doternine- tho minirun strength in-offensive and recon-; -
neissance air support, to be placed under .the opecrational control of the
ficld arﬂy comnander. This mininum, vhich may ke exceceded, as appropriate,
is established in accordancc with thc linitatiqns imposed by the thcator
or unifi d connandcr. : ‘ R

£. In order to prcservc the flexibility of tactical air powcr
no sub-allocaticm of air units to ground force orgenizations below the
ficld army lovel 1is contempleted, The army cormender rey, without
releasing opcrationul control, duthorizo 21l or eny portion of the'.
available air offort in support of a given unit which may rcouire 1t
on niceions such as. spcarhcading the &ssault in an atteck. The army
cormander can recall plance allocated to close support nmissions and
direct then to air euperiority or interdicticn under Air Force control
in the event the air situction domende it. A planned ground operation
nay be deleyed to permit diversion of tactical dircraft for the. bencfit .
of the over-ell situation in tho theater. Howover,.the vicws of the
ground force ‘cormender mist be obtained beforc depriving him of previoquy
cllocatod air support cffort - : y o .y

o
R

- D RESPOEIVSIBILITIES' _

a. Tacticael air pcxor includes thoqe clonents of air powcr
capablo of applying fire power (bombers, fightors, and fighter-bombers),
those.. capablc of sccuring-intelligence (rcconnuiseancc), and those
c&p&ble of ‘providing logistic support (trunsportxund troop carrior)

Supporting air.commandcrs aro. chargod with thc follcwing basic rcspon- .
gibilitics: ; '

(1) Thc dircct application of firc pcwer against cncny
nilitary forccs by- _ '
(a) Gaining ond maintaining a favorablo dngroe of air
superiority. . o

(b) Int rdicting«éoloctod areas.

( = ) (c) Providing close support for the supported forco f;
par a abqvo . - Sa el

w_ : ,_;.
,‘4.. -

(d) Providins air defensc... S "; if = Tf1~¢:f

(2)' The provisicn of ceriel reconncissance to include
linited photo rcprcduction, and in cﬁcrgency, distribution of zorial
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TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT OF GROUND FORCES {Cont)

(3) The provision of aseriel logistic support.

(4) The cormand’ and ccntrol of aircraft to insurc execu- . .
tion of quppor‘bing riissions with recascnable safety to the gupperted

P mannn
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(5) The emergency tran~ ission of recucste for air supnort
originating with ground force units in" ovent of follurc of normal (Army)
neang .,

, b. Supported ground force commenders are charged with the fol-
lowing basic reronsibilities'

(1) The processing of requeste fronm the originating gronnd
force unit to air commendcrs for execution.

(2) The furnishing to air comeanders. such infornation con—
cnrning targets; friendly grouné dlspooitions; and friendly ground opcra-
tione as may be necesgary for tho cuccessful sxecution of thc roouired
mission. :

(3) The coordinetion of frionély ground firoce and troop
novericnts with supporting 2ir operetions to insuro integration of fire
powor and to insurc rcaconable safety to friendly ground end air forces
involved.

(lc Tho scizurc of torrain vital to cupporting air nleuvntg

il DV ALOWL O U& VO d & J-LL TV e WA
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for installation of facilitios and the scecurity of such installaticne
against eneny ground operations. :

~ '(5) The reproduction, interpretation, and distribution
of aerial photographs to ground force units as required.

c. Supporting and supporte& camenders provide cross servicing;
logistically, adninietratively, and operationally, to the maxirun practic.
2ble extent.

d. The supportod comronder or his superiors are responsible for
gelection of ground targots and target systens for the furthercnce of the
ground canpeign, baeed on intelligence, over-all strotegy, and on the
advice of the supporting air coumander.

0. The supporting air coumqnder or hies suporiors are recponsibl
for sclection of ground torgete and target systens for the furthorance of
the ailr canpaign, based on intelligenco, over-cll etrategy, and in cc-
ordination with the supported land cormandor.

T. Policieq for air defense operationq shall be eqtabli“hed by
appropricte &uthority.

Over
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b, ORGANIZATION, EQUIPMENT AND FPROCEDURES:

2. A eenlor air force officer will be asgsigned as the air

- officer on the etaff of tie field ermy cormcnder. (At the present tine
there ie no authorization for this positicn,) Specific Guties of the
'field arny air officer inclu@e the following. ‘ :

(1) Assisting the operations of the gemeral and special
ataff sectlions with respect to ailr esupport nmatters.

(2) Advising the erny commander.

(3) Mcking recormendetions for procurcnent and enmployment
of air units. - : - ’ o S -

(%) Supefvising the prequation of dotailed plens to includc
the air annex to the operction order.

b. A tactical air force operating in support of a.field army
naintaing centralized control over 21l its subordinate units and normally
conducts Jolnt operations through the mediun of & Joint operations center
established in conjunction with the supported fiecld army. That part of
the tacticcl air force placed in closc support of the ficld army ie re-
tained under operutional control of the field army cormonder. To foster
cooperation and to reap the benefite accruing from rmitual understanding,
whonéver'possiblo a specifisd fighter-bomber wing will fly close support
in the geographic area of a given corps. This enables the pilots to
become faniliar with the terrain and the tactical situation in that partic
ular areca. Thie does not mean that all of the nissions flown by that
wing will be in support of that corpe, nor does it inply that all support
flown for the corps will be by the specified wing. Flexibility of these
eir units 16 still porcnount. In 2ddition to the ficld army ground 1liai-
son officer tean at each fighter-bomber unit and the tactical eir force
air liaison party at cach tactical corps, corpz exchange liaison with the
fighter-bomber wing which norually provides ite closc qupport.

¢. The tactical alr force providos a tactical air direction
center (TADC) and & nminirun of one tactical eir direct post (TADP) to
operatc in each corpe zonc of reeponsibility. Theee installations: are
in communication with the corps fire support coordination conter.

. ..d. Vhen 1%t is determined by the ficld army commender thot all
or part of the available air effort will be in support of a given corps
which is meking the nain effort, the fighter-bomber wing normally operatix
in a specific tactical corpe zone is placed in "dircct support” of that
corps. Divisions of the corps proccass their requests for offensive air
support to the corps fire support coordinaticn centor whero -the supporting
fighter-bonber wing is authoritatively repreoentcd and fron which the
necessary crders may be lesued for the exccution of the nission. Infor-
nation is passed to the associated tactical air direction center cnabling
this facility to -control aircraft e required .. The- joint operations

“'CLASSIFIED
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TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT OF GROUND FORCES (Cont)

center 1s notified so that centralized control may be mainteined at tho
field arny/tactical air force level. The Joint oporations center notifies
corps firc support ccordinaticn centors in advafice, as to requircments for
air superiority and deep interdiction missions which the field army and
tactical air force commander may impose upon the "dircet support" units.

£. Whon fightorsbouber units are placed in "direct support"
of ccrps, certain other such units are normally retainod for support of
the field amy as a whele. Corps with direct support fighter-bomber units
may request additional support when necessary, through the Joint cpera-
ticns center.

8. Tactical reconnaissance units arc normally retained for
support of the field amy as & wholec.

h. Tactical air forces will nornally consiet of fighter-bomber
groups on 2 ninimunm bagis of cne per divieion of the ficld arny and a
minimuu of two toctical reconnaissance groups.

i. Infantry regiments, armored combat cormends, and infantry
and arnorcd battalionz should have a staff officer with the privery duty
of 8-3 Air with the necessery comunicaticn facilitics (ground-to—ground
and ground -to-air).

J. S-3 Adr officors and artillory forwerd obscrvers should be
trained to identify and mark targete and to direct aircraft to targets.

(1) The tecticel air forceo provides one air liaiscn officer
to each tactical carps, division and regiment (ccmbat cormand). Cormuni-
cation equlpnent, transportation, and necessery logistic and adrinistrative
gupport are provided by the corps,.division and regirent (combat cormand).
In addition to thelr other functions, these liaison officers arrange for
the call signs and frequencics of ¢orps, division and regiment (combat
command) conmunication equipment operating in tgctical air force neots.

(2) The tactical air force provides g rninimnm of nine for-
W"rd air controllers to each division of the field army. Vhen practicable,
one or more of thesc controllers operatcs fron division organic aircreft,
.maintaining contact with forward alr controllers or battélicn S~3 Alr
officers and forward observers in arcas where there are no forward air
controllers and controlling attacké of high rerformance eircraft from
thelr clevated observation posts. When operations with division organic
aircraft are not feasiblo or are undesirable, the forward air controllers
operate from forward positione on the. ground, agsisted by artillery
forward observers. When necessary, operationq patterncd uftcr %he "Mos-
quito" technique pres ently employed in Lo"ow dre cenducted; "osquito™
pilots are in communication =ith for'r"rd air r'ontrollars or batbalion 8-3
4ir officers and artillery forward observérs on the ground, ‘

Cver
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k. Procedurcs will be established which will permit the un-
hanpered flow of requists for irmediate offensive zir support from
infantry compeny commnder or artillery forvard obeocrver to the infantry
battalion, ‘thence dircctly to the division fire support coordindtion -
center (FSCC), thence directly to' the joint operations center. When
"direct support" air units are provided to corpe, rcquests go fron
divieion direct to the corps firc support ccordinntion center. Inter-
nodiate cormmanders nonitor or arc otherwise notified concurrently.

- 1. . Fire support coordination centers (FSCCH) arc cotdblished
2g indicated in Department of' the Army Training Circular 23, deted 3
August 1951.:.It.is onphasized that the FSCC is a corménd agency of the
supported comander and is located in physical proxinity to the supported
unit operetions section to permit ready coordination.

Y LT T T
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OFFICE, CHIEF OF ARMY FIEID FORCES
Fort Monroe Virginia

'ATSEC 360(0)(2h Oct 50) h ol October 1950

SUBJECT:-~ Army Requirements for Close Tactical Air Support

00: - Chief of Staff
United States Army
Weshington 25, D. C.

Ve

1. The availability at all times of effective tactical air support
is one of the most urgent requirements for assurance of the success of
.our ground forces in combat. I am deeply concerned by the fact that this
requirement is not beirg satisfactorily met. ¥hile I fully appraclate
the importance of strategic bombing and the need_ for galning and main-
taining alr superiority, I wish to emphasize the need for concurrent pro-
vision of adequate air support for ground operations. This support can
'_never be vholly satisfactory if developed and furnished without assured
. consideration of the: Army's views and the Army's requirements for train-
ing and combat support. Coneequently, I feel that immediate and positive
action must be taken at, high level tq require such consideration, to in-
sure that the Air Force executes 1ts ~support- of grourd operations in a
manner commensurate with the importance of that role.

2. My conclusions regarding the above are based on-training in-the
United States; on the situation existing in the European Commend ; and on
conditions that obtained in Korea. \

‘a. In the Uni ted States considerable_ progress has been mede-in-
training with the Air Force as a result of wetking agreements with the
Tactical Air Comend. However, . the Air Force has not.met minimum air-
craft and . cualified personnel reouirements for, training of the desired
magnitude . An Army Air Support Center has been cstablished at Fort Bragg |
as a part of this Office to ficld fest air-ground operations doctrine and
equlpment, and to assist in the dissemination of ' this doctrine throughout
the Army. -This Conter conetitutes a nucleus around which a truc J‘oint
Air Support Center should bo formed : :

- b. - In Burope thero. was an inadeg uate air support organization.
Alr support opcratione arc not conducted in accordance with Jointly ac-
ccpted doctrine (Field Manual 31-35) USAFE had. insufficicnt fighter-
bomber strength and no tactical air rcoconnaissance units. There is no
rrovision in the EUCOM: troop basis for Army and Air Force perecnnel desig-
nated specifically for. support of air-ground opcrations,particularly sig-
nal units required to operatc a tactical air control systom.

Over
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In Korca in both the Army and the Alr Force, there wag ini-
tia]_];y a sericus Shortage of 'essential equipment, trained personnel and a
lack of proper orgenization for air-ground operations. Makeshift arrange-
ments based upon. local expedients resulted in the attainment of tactical
air support that was-valuable,: but, falled- to attain optimum effectiveness.
The aircraft used by the-Air: Force in: the ground support. role were not. -
fully satisfactory. The Jet Type lacked ¢ndurance over the battleficld
was not-cquipped with-sufficient armament, and could not be operated off
fields available in_Korea. without extonelve enlargement. . of the runways.
More reccntly, the operation of Marine Alr in Korea in direct support of
Army and Marine Corps units has dcmonstrated & great advantage which the
Marine Close -Air Support System has over the Army-Air Force aystem. The
Marine System operated on-commend instead of & cooperative basis, thus as-
sur:lng the- ground camander operational control of his supporting air
units. The Navy and thc Merines have recognized- the importance of close
air support; as a result, adequately trcained personnel, adequate communi-
cations and eluipment, und a sui‘ficient number of tactical control parties
were provided. ‘

3. Fulfillment of the tactical air support.rosponsihilitics o:i the
part of the Alr Force recuires the following action

a._ A tactical air force troop basis desi@ucdwide, in
poacctimc overseas; a minimum-of cnc fighter bomber group per Army divi-
sion and onc rcconnaissance wing for cach field army or its equivalent.
For mobilization, sufficient fightor-bomber groups. chould be provided
to insure . tho: support of at least ono group to cach division.engeged. in
com'b&‘b, and & min,imum of two- reconnalssance groups for each Field Arnmy.

The training requirement in the Unitcd S‘bates ccn bc net
with ono fighter bomber group per two Army divisions, end onc tacticel
air. rccc;nnaissance -group for the present troop basis of seven divisions
in the continental United States. -

: S Cn Ihe initiation o;f un aircruft de'\clomcnt progmm to ‘develop
and produce aircraft primsrily designed for tactical. support rolesi with
Army participation in the determination of military charectcristics and
subse.ucnt ovaluation and testing of the finished orcxiuct.»

~. Establishmcnt of a Joint Alr Support Ccntcr s to include Army
Air: Forcc ond . Navy. (incluﬂing Marine) perticipation, for the forrmlation
of joint doctrine, conduct of joint training and operational rcsearch,
and analysis of technique and materiel.

©n o.ee s Provision by the: Alr Forgc for-adequate- T/O&E' s to support
the tactical air operations system, with particular cnphasis on additional
air liaison officers,-additioncl air liaison parties, ond.2 portable air-
ground redio to supplement the heavy Air Force equipment which now rc-

quires vehiclc transporta’bim.. e

-
~..1'...l‘._..'_v PP

UNCLASSIFIED




UNEFASSIFIED.

ATSEC 360(C) (24 Oct 50) : - 24 October 1950
Subj: Army Requirements for Close Tactical Alr Support ‘

f. Agreement by the Air Force to accept Army personnel, end
provision for the trainipg and use of such persannel, at battalion level,
with adequate' cormunications, to direct close air support aircraft at
times when Air Force Coni;.;:ollers are not available or provided. In

addition, provision must be mede in & like mammer for the training and
vse of Army avietion pers@mnel as airborne controllers.

L, If action proposéd above is taken the means wpuld exist for
providing proper close air. support. The true solution of the entire
problem would -rest neverthéless in resolving the camand relaticnship
and control features. One solution to this problen would be to provide
an Army. Air Force. .I do not recommend this sction, hovever, as 1t wonld
result in duplicetion of effort and excessive cost. . Firthermore, the Air
Force is fully capable of providing the desired type and amount of tacti-
cal air support for our ground troops provided there is insistence that
this problem be fully met. ' '

5. I accept the unified cormend concept at theater and task force
levels, but deem it mendatory that except in special circunstances the
ground tactical comander exercisec operational control over all support-
ing elements, to include tactical air, particularly at Army group and
Army level and that he should be required to relecase elements of his
tadtical air force to & higher air coumander, only by command of the next
higher joint commender. ' '

6. Resolution of the differences existing between the Arymy end Alr
Force is needed now in order to conduct joint training, and to prepare
- firm doctrine, organizaticmal documents, end training guides. As ac-
ceptance of anything less than the best possible tactical air support
and the most effective control of that support would constitute & geri-
ous neglect in view of the present world situation. I strongly recommend
an immediate solution.

/s/ MARK W, CLARK
Genoral, U. S. Army _
Chief of Army Fleld Forces
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TAB C

e November 1950
MEMORANDUM FOR: ™ CHIEF, OF STAFF, UNITED STATES ATR FORCE

[ .
SUBJECT: Close Alr Support of Ground Operations

~

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to re-state my views with
respect to Army requirements for close air support of ground operations
and to propose the 1lnltiation of action designed to correct current
deficiencies at the earliest possible date,

2. The following elements, each presented in more detail in the
inclosure herewith, summerize my views:

&, ‘The Army has no intention of ettempting to take over the
Tactical Air Force, nor to form its own Tactical Alr Force. ‘

b There is an indispensable requirement for adequate, effective
air support for ground operations at all times. '

This requirement is currently not being met satisfactorily.

d. This requirement should be met at the earliest possible
date under conditipns, end on & minimm scale, as follows:

(1) For overseas, provision of one (1) fighter-bomber
group per Army division end one (1) reconnaissance group per field
army or equivelent force, increased to two (2) reconnaissance groups on
full mobilization. .

(2) For the Zone of Interior, provision of one (l) fighter-
bomber group per two (2) Army divisions and one (1) reconnaissance group
for the present troop basis of seven (7 divisions. )

(3) The Army tactical commander, down to include Corps
level in some instances, should exercise operational control of clcse
air support units engaged in providing reconnaissence and fire support
to the ground operation.

e. The Army should participate in the determination of generel
requirements for close support aircraft, which should be designed primerily
for close alr support roles, to include types of missions and tergets,
neceasity for all weather operations, reasonable 0perational endurance,
and ability to operate fom cdverice strips in combat zones,

ﬁéfff The Army should be consulted in the development and
standardization ‘of close air support aircraft ‘and in testing and evaluating
thé ‘end’ product.;wf"' —— :

'w:j .
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g. The Air Force should meke provision in ite organize-
tionel structure for adequate numbers of eir lleison officers and

tactical eir control parties, and for'adaquatv end suitable communicae-
tions equipment.

3« I request you agree to‘the'ij;egggnﬁ views. If ydu so desire,
I would be glad to confer with you personally, at an early date, te
discuss these elements.

1 Incl .

T

Inclosure to Mexorendum, Subject: <Close Air Support of Ground
Operations. L 4 . ' o

1, . Although many observers have suggested that the Tacticel
Alr Force should be integral in the Aruy, or thet an Army Air Force
should be provided, it 1s considered that such action would result
in duplication of effort and excessive cost. The Army continues .
convinced of the practicaedbility end desirability of unificaticn as
promulgated by law,

2. The availability at all times of effective tactical air
support is one of the most urgent requirements for thc success of
our ground forces in combat. The importence of strategic bombing
and the need for gaining and mainteining air superiority is fully
appreciated; however, an indispensable requirement 1s the concurrent
provision of adequate air support for ground operations. This support
will continue to be unsatisfactory, if developed and furnished with-
out assured consideration of the Army‘'s views and the Army's require-
ments for training and cambat support.

5. 8. Ex@erience in‘World War ITI and a study of the campalgn
in Korea indicate that Air Force units should be provided on the
scele indicated in paragraph 2d(1).end (2) of the basic memorendum.
It 1s emphasized that these. are minimum requirements to permit ful-
fillment of close air support responsibilities by the Air Force, and
are B8O established to insure the least poasible 1nterference with
the flexibility of the Air Force.

b. To resolve & more workable command relationship together
with essential control festures for close air support of ground
operations, an agreement should be consurmoted at the earliest possible
date. As set forth in the Agreament of ‘1 August 1950, covering
certain aspects of the control of Army entieircarft units by the Alr
Force, the air defense commander has been given the responsibility
for announcing the basic principles of engagement for antieircraft
fire units and fighter units in the Air Defense of the United States.
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SUBJECT: Close Air Suppér-t of Ground Operetions (Cont)

Similerly, the ground ﬁactical commander should be afforded the

same prerogatives in exercising operational control over tactical
air units engaged in providing reconnaissanee and fire support to
the ground combat operation. To permit exploitation of the inherent
flexibility of alr fire power snd to provide cppropriate Army
tactical commanders with a powerful resource in mess with which to
influence the course of an action on the battlefield, this opera-
tional control should nnt be exercised below Army Corps level, This
should not preclude the use of tactical air units, primarily assigned
for close sair support, 1n other roles, when not required for ground
nmisslions and when approved by the Army Group Commander or by the
next higher Jbint Commander..

c, It is a recognized fact that in each theater, there
should be e senior Air Force Commander who retains ond exercises
the prerogative of re-allocating tacticel air units from one sub-
ordinate Air Force command to another to fit changing requirements
within the theater. It is emphasized, however, thet close air support
units once they are sllocated should remain under operational control
of the designated Army tectical commander, until an actual re-alloca-
tion is effected, Under this concept, the close air support units
are clearly assigned a definite supporting role, under control of the
commender upon whom rests the responsibility for success of the oper-
ation which the units are supporting. At the same time, the flexi-
bility inherent in air power is reteined for exploitation by re-aslloca-
tion.

4, With regard to equipment studies, the Army has no vested
interest in the detailed cheracteristics of Air Force equipment, but
should participate in the -determinatich of broad militery character-
istics, development, subsequent testing,; end evaluation of the finished
products in the field of slose air uupport. Thot component of
tectical air operation is so closely integrated with ground combet
operations thet the determination of operaticnal cepebilities and of
certain military characteristics is considered to bc 2 Joint function
of the Alr Force and the Army. In this regerd, these aircraft should
be designed primarily for close support missions, with other missions
such as air-to-air attack being of secohdaty. importence in design.
Aircraft employed for close- support shol1ld have the maximum practical
capabllity of locatlng and attacking promptly,. under all conditions of
weather and visibility, all targets which might threaten or impede, or
»be in close proximity to the supported unit

5. ith the acceptance of the "Operational Control" concegt of
close tactical air support & Joint re-exemination of the pergomnel

end equipment requivements, of scch Service, necessary to operate an
effective air support. system, should be undertaken.
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In conjunctidn’ therewith,. :
effective  traihing institu
training, 'in commmnication:
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sctrine should be.established end

5 include joint and crose-service
tactical air control functions. The
ining at Tactical Alr. Commend-Army
‘1derables /:However, it does not appear
“ttaifed iy
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these important.issues is of the

¢ of anything less, by the Alr Force

. tactical air support and the most
(ttain this objective would constl-
f the present work situation.

/s/ J. LAWTON COLLINS




