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I. Pending the publication of a manual the following general 
principles will govern in the employment uf machine guns: 

1. The Division Machine Gun Battalion-motorized (2 corn- _ 
panies) -should be assigned to the “Division Reserve” at the 
beginning of an engagement, unless the machine gun require- 

-ments of the action can be most clearly foreseen or the nature 
of the ground is such as to preclude its profitable employment 
on the remainder of the division front. The .battalion has been 
motorized in order that the division commander might have at 
his disposal a great fire power of extreme mobility. To pre- . 
maturely relinquish control of this fire power will often result 
in an inability to influence the action at its most critical stage. 

The battalion may be employed either under the direct control 
of the division commander or may be used to reinforce either 
one or both brigades. 

The battalion commander is the machine guu officer of the 
division staff, aud is the adviser of the Commanding General 
on all matters pertaiuing to machine guns. He will, through 
his agents of communication, keep constantly in touch with the 
tactical situation and will advise the division commander of 
any opportunity for the employment of his guns. 

2. The brigade machine gun battalion (4 companies) is a 
1 tactical command and must be treated as such. A general 

assignment for all ‘tactical exercises of the companies of this 
battalion to the infantry battalions of the brigade is a distinct 
violation of the spirit of G. 0. Xo. 82, H. A. E. F., 1917. The 
battalion may be employed in any one of the following ways: 

(a) As a unit. 
(b) Qpe or more companies may be assigned to infantry 

regiments and the remainder of the battalion act as a unit. 
Ic) All of the companies may be assigned to infantry regi- 

ments 06 battalions. 
The second method will be the one most used. 
Whether or not the machine gun companies of the brigade 

machine gun battalion should be attached to the infantry bat- 
talion in any special case depends entirely upon the task to be 
assigned to them, and must be determined for each tactical situa- 

-4s a general principle, the companies of the machine gun ’ 
battalion Should only_ be taken from the- control of the com- 
mander of the machine gun. battalion when they can more. 
effmiently serve the infantry by acting directly under the com- 
mand of infantry battalion or regimental commanders. 
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M’hea the terrain is such that the machine guns will evidently 
have a series of missions which cannot be clearly foreseen at the 
begihnin!: of the action, the machine gun companies should be 
attached to infantry battalions or regiments. 

Barrage fire calls for a concentration of guns and centializa- 
tion of command. When the terrain ,permits and the tactical 
situation calls for an overhead barrage, either direct or indirect, 
it mill usually be best to keep the companies so employed under 
t-he control of the machine gun hattalion commander. 

The brigade commander s,hould not relinquish command of the 
whole- of the machine gun battalion at the beginning of the 
action escept for a very special reason. 

The commander of the machine gun battalion is the machine 
gun officer of the brigade staff, and his duties as such are anal- 
ogous to those of the machine gun officer of the division staB.” 

3. Regimental machine &m companies or machine gun’ corn- , 
pa;lies attached to a regiment may be used in any of the follow- 
ing ways: 

(a) The company may be trainccF_under the direct control bf 
‘the regimental commander. 

(1,) On@ or more platoons may be attached to battalions, tind 
the remainder’ retained under the direct control of the regi- 
‘mental commtinder. 

,(c> The whole COJII~MJI~ may be assigned to one battalion or 
the platoons assigned to different -battalions, the regimental 
commander retaining control over no part of the. company. 

4. It is not sufficient to use machine .&ns to obtain isolated 
Successes at decisive points in the infantry combat. They must 
be so used ,that they will exert a continuous influence during 
the whole of the flgh‘t. This can only be accomplished if’ all 
cdmmanders understand the principles of machine gun employ- ’ 
m’ent, and ~13~1 carefully, not only the initial use to be made of 
the guns, but their employment during the latter Stages of the 
fight. Whether en@oyed by battalions, company or platoon, 
definite tasks must be assigned’ to the machine guns, but the ‘,’ 
machine gun commander must not be restricted too much in 
carrying out this task. The initiative of machine gun dom- 
manders must be dereloped. 

. 

The follo&ing are suitable tasks for machine guns: 

In ‘the Ofensive: 

(a) To stil;port the assaulting troops with a Powerful fire, 
fhus reducing the losses of the infaniry. f 

(b) To protect the flanks of the attack. 
(c) To occupy an interval. 
(d) To occupy the conquered ground. 
(cl To assist in resuming the attack in open ground 

--. 



, 

/ ;, .’ 
. 

[BuL. 30.1 
3 

_ 
a. The initial task of the machine guns in the attack is to 

cover the first objective of the infantry with a belt of fire. The 
object of this is to immobilize the enemy and keep him down 
in the trenches, 

, 

Whether the machine gun fire is directed against the enemy’s 
front line or against the ground in rear depends upon the dis- 
tance between the opposing lines and the terrain. .As the infan- 

r try approaches the objective it will become necessary. for ,the 
machine guns to fire upon reserves, the retreating enemy or other 
objectiv-es farther to the rear. If the duration of tne fire is not 
regulated by a time table, arrangements must be made for ma- 
chine gun agents to accompany the assaulting waves so as to 
signal, when the fire is becoming dangerous to our infantry. 

6. Distribution in deptn must be maintained in the offensive 
as well as on the defensive. This will provide security against 
counter-attacks and protection for the flanks. Machine guns 
should be put in the infantry lines only when an immediate in- 
crease of fire power is demanded and the machine guns cannot 
intervene by flanking fire or from the rear by use of overhead 
fire or firing between units. If the engagement develops into a 

. steady advance a very high :degree of initiative is required ‘of 
the machine gun commanders. Sections, platoons or compinies 
are advanced alternately. Their objectivei are points ’ -from 
wbicn they can ‘obtain overhead or flanking ‘fire on’ the ,enemy 
most dangerous to our infantry. Their principal task is to cover 
with a heavy fire the hosriie infantry which is decisively engag- 
ing the’infantry which the various machine gun units have been 
designated to support. The automatic rifles, trenco mortars and 
l-pounaers can better .&gage the hostile machine guns. ’ :. ’ 

* 7. In the war of movement, seek constantly for opportunties 
for direct overhend or flanking fire. Indirect fire is practicable 
only ,when time and a detailed knowledge of our own and the ’ 
enemy’s troops are available. Maps qf not less than 1:ZOOOO 
scale or accurate range finding and angle measuring instruments 
are also essential. 

S. Machine guns must always be advanced as far as practic- 
able by means of the the carts or pack mules. , ,: 

9. An infantry escort must be provided for machine guns ’ 
wnere surpris.e is at all probable. 

10. In the defensive tne following are suitanie tasks for ma-; ~. 
chine guns : 

(a) when attack appears imminent, to enfilade trenches, 
trails, defiles and areas where enemy troops would prouamy I 
form for the assault. 

(b) During the assault to fire upon the ‘enemy with maximum. 
intensity. 
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(cl If the encmy gains a foothold iu the position to hold 
him until the<ounter-attack can be prepared. * 

‘I (d) To support counter-attacks by flanking or overhead fire. 

11; Direct fire is the primary consideration. Indirect fire is 
secondary. 

’ tield of fire. 
Therefore, all guns must be sited for an extensive 

Ilomcvcr, machine guns which are placed to cover ’ 
ground by direct tire must also be able to carry out their tasks 
by indirect fire at night, in case of smoke, fog, etc., and must I 
be in constant state of readiness to execute such fire. Indirect 
fire may always be eml~loyed to harass the enemy, providing the 
supply of extra barrels and ammunition is sufficient and the 
damage intlicted is commensurate with the’ cost. ‘l’lie indirect 
S: 0. S. harrage is justifiable only wren the hostile infantry 
attack is really imminent. 

12. Guns should usually be sited iu pairs, with the four guns 
of a platoon close enough together to be controlled by the pla- 
toon commnuder. 

13. Machine guns must he sited for all-round defense. Any 
dead ground in the vicinity must be covered by auto rilles, rifles 
or grenades. 

11. If withdrawal hccomes necessary there must be close co- 
o,pcration hetmecu the infantry and machine guns. In the witll- 

_ drawal machine guns cover the infantry, and, in turn, are j 
covered by the automatic rifles of the infantry. As soon as 

* the infantry has withdralvn and reorganized on its new. position 
part of the machine guns should t:lkb up JlCW positions in depth. 
An officer should be sent to the ,rear to make reconnaissance 
of these positions before the arrival of the guns, in order that ” 
there may be no delay in opening fire. These successive posi- 
tions must be separated by a coasiderable dfstancc to permit of 
an ordinary withdrawal. 

J.41lES W. ;\lc.WDl~E~V, 
Chief of Stuff. 
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