RNUMBER 2

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
o T S PR



e

R
£

ca h%;”a =




UNCLASSIFIED

BY AUTHORITY



Rm:k' arzd ftlg' m' comb(zt.
.leat they’re domg

“How tkt:y do zt




- The' p\ir'p.:oé'é: of 'dﬁmi')-af'l_.éssons is to give to’ our .
officem and enhstcd men’ the beneﬁt of ‘the battl

periences.-of  others. - To~ be of maximum’ beneﬁt thes
: lessons must be dmsen_nnated wzthout delay. They dono




T pdmmount combat !esson lcamed from every opcm-

ve and dttermmtd leadcrshlp is; the pm:ciess fac'tor whxch
5p1re:a a command and upon whlch all ‘;uccess in, battle
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IEADERS vs: INERYIA

Lzeutenant Colanal R. E o’ Brzen, C’avalry, Obsewer

tth szth Army, Irary: “In spite of the fact that I ob

tved many interesting things in the practme of tactics a
techmque still the onhe lesson that stands. out in my mmd
abové all cthers is. the one that is-50. well knowu by mlhta :




the individual knows
hat others feel it too

-and that his effort is
:ot a]one

Ho_\_yeve_r,_ I way n(')t': -

cugn" so'T: w111 quote." B

Ulllbbl Whu is 4 au\.“ .
_-cessfui commander in .
n -Tnfantry regiment, .
e wearer of a. SI!VCI’E‘_:' o
;“an officer who . _
has a finie rcputat:on'--' S

:m his lelslon i

“ ‘Tell your people when you return that the hardest-

Overcome that hred
ieelmq!

Job they will have here is getting things done. My men:
- know their weapons and tactics thoroughly. My effort
'is'simply to require them "to- do the things they"kndw' ‘
- must be done—posting security, - -dispatching . patrol !
“seeking a field of fire, retammg their equipment an ;
 making sure that it is in workmg order You hz_we ‘to

heck aEI the time. " f '




b _t;on ‘and. proper dxscharge of respons;blhty throughout thr:
chain of command ete. There is_an inclination for e as
well as for some officers to ‘go native’ in the tropxcs to.let
Gwn mentaliy on: matenai and spiritual’ valucs 5o dasmphne
_especxally needed hcre Needless to: say’ I' conszder .an
‘aggresive oﬁ’enswe spmt always goes hand m hand wsth
’gaod dzsczplme ' i

Lieutenant Colonel Clifton F. von Kann, 77th Field Artil
lery, ITALY._ “The great stress placed on d:sc:pime and the
chain of command is not an overemphasis and never can be.
We have found again and again that the lnghest standards
_'of dlSClpllne are abqolutely necessary in and out of combat
. In no other way can you be assured that the mdlvxdua]
_““soldier will carry out orders without supervision, and in
-combat this is essential. i

‘The Basis of Good Discipline *“One of our problems has
‘been to get junior officers and young NCOs sufficiently hard-
-bmled to exact from their subordinates a meticulous obedi-
ence. to every order. . We must” ingrain’ in all mnksi '
‘ ealzzatwn that orders are not to be treated as. swogestz ns

3t}iey mue are. conmtent r;orret:t and aapable of being
arned out WD e o




| r-Your Job --Lteun)nmzt (ﬂ%eral Wafée,r‘ :
.?“Dmup]me and the leadership of small units ‘are the thin
which still require constant emphasis. The enlisted  wian
“or. officer who does not follow instructions and order% iin
jpheztly during training or prior to reaching the corab,
areas and who cannot do evervthmg every munbcr of b
_unit might have to do is not properly qualified. The squa
eader: must know exactiy what each member of his: squad
hould ‘do i each type- of: opcratzon, the platoon lead
hould  have:" the’ same knowledge Concemmg his - squads
nd > the company cominander: of - his platoons - Office
Mgt not start: worrymg about the ‘big picture’” untll they
have. mastered"" li the detalia of the ‘]1ttle one

Ai—for Gallantry in A?._!i_on‘_’-' Citation, -7tk Division;
Arru:. “The company led by Captain Thomas B. O’Donnel
as thrown into confusion by the strafing of hostile airpianes
‘while it was forrmng to attack under heavy enemy ground
maﬂ arms _ fire: ' Seeing the immediate need, Captain
’Donnel moved from squad to squad. restoring ord'e and
hen led his men to the assault, during which' he recewed-
:severe wound ire the neck and shoulder and was evacuate :
“Three ' days ‘later upon hearmg that his company Wi
jgam" scheduled to make an a,ttack h E_ msxsted on retumlng

Whlle Prwate Blalr F H ertzsch was.perfbnmng his



o5 W ction in the ucmlty ‘of: the
aiit ration dump they wen attacked by Japs who had sur-
'ounded them. * He’ grabbt‘d BAR and advanced ona Jap
achine gun that was df:hvermg ifitense, accurate, and ex-
tremely effective: ﬁre into the: dump Private Hertzsch was
ble to silence this’ machme gun and then continued to aid
ggresmvely in the defense of the posxtlon unnl remforce-
'nts arnved »o o : o

iBn:nm Enfelhgenﬂy' Lzeutenant Colonel R E O Brzg_ N
C’avalry, Observer Witk Fifth: Army, Trary: “A prisoner.
ar;: ‘a’ German: hght—machme gunner,: asked an inter-
agator whether Americans’ took ‘stimulants to. make them
oolishly brave. When asked to explam what he mednt; he
stated that he and an ass;stant ‘gunner were in posiuon'.
ith 3 good field' of fire. one. afternoon: when a.group of.
_.'Amérlcan soldiers was observed approachmg He fired
. “several short bursts and began preparation to displace to the
'réar when he saw the American soldiers rise to full height
and start charging toward his position over a hundred yards'_
away. . He reloaded his gun and opened fire, killing 11 men.
He then withdrew. because he was sure the charge was made :
tor; conceal an enveiopment but none was made: -

Unit commanders Eound it necessary to d;rect thelr men




OMBAT IN TOWNS

'As major campalgns dmf,lop in Western Europe combat'_j'
in towns assumes increasing importance.  Cities, towns, and
vzllages control  the established road nets which. must b

bpened for the movement of the guns, heavy equipment,
and supplies necessary to support the advance of mfantry :
: Recently the German defense of Cassivo has illustrated:
the 1mportancc of towns in tactical operations.: Cassmo--
sits astride the road to Rome. Infantry attacks by- passmg--
the town werc hmxted in eﬁ"ectlveness by our mablhty o

wﬂi'often be the key ‘not only ‘to. our successfui
but to successful dcfemxve actmns ERHE




“Atack of Towns Captam W E. Hamson, Parachute I
< fantiy, ITALY “The theory of attack of a small town 6:
~village is 1o work groups: around the flanks, cut the retre
- and move in with patrols In thls inl!y country; - however
“'we have found that where there is any high ground | behm
_the town’ which dommates both the town: and the ime
,rétreat, the best way is to work the entire force a.round th
““town under cover, scize the high ground in. rear; a
- “firmly establish ourseives with 60mm’ mortars on that dom
\;'_f'_matmg high ground.” We take enough food and- ai mu'm
; tion with us to last 24 hours, and the Germans usua}iy pul
_out durmg this time. From our posmon we can’ preven
- reinforcement and inflict heavy losses on them dunng thﬁll‘
w 1thdrawal
2 “The road through the town or village is always biown
_and it can’t be used until the Engineers can get to work ’

:  Licutenant Colonel L. G. Freeman, Pamchute Infantry i
- Battalion Commander, ItaLy: “We learned at A‘LTAVILLA
to avold the du-ect attack of towns s too, cc)stly.'

terram m rear of _1t and the Germans won t stay

COMMENT: The foct that Gerinans hove been kndi&n 16 “withdre
lhout a ﬁgh! from - towns iti rear of which we hold dommuﬂn
arrnin does nol necessun!y meon that such will' invunubly be’ the
Howavar. this possihilily plus the foct that seizure oi such
i 'h _ground wll qreaﬁy !ucilhate any nubsequanl r.xtiucl: on




town 'prop'ei" éhgge‘sis thet commanders should give serious’ consid
emhoa to these hxc!ics whare the ierrain permits. It also .Shol.ll.d. =
."remembemd thcﬂ if such’ hxgh ground is held by the enemy, ou
Gttack of the - lown proper wﬂl invariably’ be cosﬂy and lhe tow ;
: itseli uulenable. ;

A, W'here 'pos__ible. 1oy should be by pussed, iso]nted and
attacked !xbm."lhe flemks or rear. L
4. The use. of tanks in' wctual - straet i‘qhﬂnq ls limiled hy f.he"
D difieulty” of mcmisuver, "llm mpcssllaxhty of employment i1 ‘moss
Cand the vuhmrabzlily “of “tanks ’ to "dmbush ond “to attack | from
:-upper. stories of huﬂdinqs. However, feinks may  and have been 3
uged to advaritage o’ cover !he approach % and eutry mio lowns ;
: .:' by mkmlry !roops. ' : L :




_Alert for snipers, our patrols: enter an ltalian town. The

ryrehitactural dacion nrovides litlle rover for moves

cerchitectural design provides little cover for move:
“ment without exposure and requires covermg iu‘e_'
from rooftops commc:ndmg the street. '

_and shutters and usual!y w1th a courtyard msxde. 'Most of
he: streets are qmte HArTOW w;th a sohd wa.ll of Awo- to.

a?ibﬁ‘l"éw-ﬂ__m...g- :




~Numerous large churches with high domes or steeples pro
~vided snipers and enemy observers with excellent observa
_"t'icm for several hundred yards down principal streeté alid
- side streets. .
- "It was found necessary to place stationary observers 6n
2 bul!dmgs for sniper protection as the column moved: down.
the streets, since it was impracticable for patrols to paralle'
the. column along the rooftops. It is-advisable, in'addition
to patrols down side streets, to send patrolq promptly to
lnvestlgate church steeples and tall buildings overlooking
the route of march as these; were frequiently found to be
océupzed by snipers. " It appcarcd that obscrvers frorn suci
ints would observe troops entermg the town so as to cal
for prearranged fires: when: thé main body of the. troops -
arrlvod Such OPs should bc destroyed by artxllery fire
before troops enter the -
: _ streets and should be.
i Caver ' your advance kept under machine-

: through towns! gun fire to neutralize
snipers  until patrols”
can complete their in-
 vestigation: . Such-fir
" ing, kept up durmg .
. the farch into. town,
X -.WOuld' have 'the'éd_

" tional _advantage . o
- keeping. c:vﬂlans -off.
the’ streets, uider
cover, and out of the
way - of © the ' tr
Locks:: should be sho
off: and houses broken
fﬂﬁopen as troops move
. for co_\{_er fron




a]iovx ; IthStlg’ltIOIi ;
tIOOp‘; are he&qtdnt to do thl‘; in tht, pre%en(‘e of fnendly':_:
civilian (,rowds : SR : :
“Hosulc armorod cars and mortats mvamab!y walted on i;
the' far side of town untit the ringing of church bells and
‘the. chieers of the popuiace indicated: the- presence: of OUE:;
_rcmps whcrf*upon ‘mortais and artillery swept the main
streets, injuring cwﬂians and soldiers alike. Main streets’
should be avoided: altogcthcr uu:ept for patrolling, untlI
.the town has been thoroughly mvesngated
% The. greatest problem was the _handling of these civi- 3_
lians, who crowded the streets’ talkmg and calling to the:‘
soldiers, giving. them gifts,” 1nd clmgmg to thelr arms.
'.'Thls misled thc soldiers into behevmg that there was no.
_danger of ‘enemy. snipers or shell fire, and made them: '_
‘hesitant about firing into buxldmgs c;uspc(:ted of Cc)ntammg
‘snipers.  Our troops are much too friendly with the popu-;'_
-'latlon and easily distracted  from proper precautlonary__f
,measures by this civilian attention. :

'COMMENT: It is possible that tactics of flanking, encirclement, ‘and
. isolation of towns might have prevenled some of the German lactice
‘described above by denying them observation and by bringing.
: the exits toward the enemy under cur own observed moriar. cmd':"

: Defénse of'ToWﬁs’ '; “In 5mall towns a penmeter defense_i

as: OPs ‘g, well s antisn per and antl mﬁltratlon secuf
.-groups. ‘ However tow:ls asmgned to be held wer(, usuaﬂ
o0 large for eﬂectwe perlmeter defcnse Therefore"' i

NOTE WSec xilustratmn ihowmg skctch of actual defensc pian
-one of num(‘z‘ous small towns Capturcd Larly in the Itahan campaign
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: outsklrts were IIlLrt,ly outpostcd Platoon combat gmups.
were orgamzed at the pl‘ll’l(‘,lp"tl street mtcrsectxonsj by
ccupqu two or three adjacent bmidmgs Machine guns
were located at each of these inteérsections’ to fire down’ the
_treets in all directions,  In this way solid’ bands of grazing
machme-gun fire: couEd cover the qpaccs between combat
groups. - Also AT guns and niines were used to block prin-
ipal entrance roads. . Reserve units’ held- mtenor mtér
'ectlons, prcparad to counter-attack o

:CDMMENT' The deiense of a lown must be prepqred to mee the'-
methods of ‘attock whlch may be employacl by tie * enemy. Since
!lus musi inelude the posmbility of ilnnkmg attacks ‘and’ ancirl:l -
ment, 1t ‘follows, that an all-around defense must be the rule, RERE
o The lolluwiuq points, not coverad in the experiences quo!ed ubcve.
_should be bome in mind in planning the deiense of a town. _'

: 1._Avo|d if possihle placing prmmpul ceniers ‘of fosistance’ closa
1o landmarks or at edge of town where anamy adjustment -of -
“grtillery or mortar fire will be facilitated. Positions either ouuude
- of or within the {own should be chosen. :
' 2. Where practicable, form salients by orgomizing outlying build:
ings fo cover perimeter of town with flanking and enfilade  fire.
3. In addition to a central réserve wilhin the town,’ ;provide i
i possnhla for @ concealed ‘mobile tBSeWe (pzelatubly strong " in
__'armor) to be held oulsicle ‘the Iown {o coumar enemy ﬂm:_ q




LT gy o i Reure o
TUORCHARD AND g v B ~ge Lt
VINEYARD—T

:?I&n..for the double envelopment attack by the battalion. which took Guc_uclic_:.




Mlssmn Lzeumnant Colonel ‘Earl: Taylor, Infantry, Bat-
talion Commander; Ttavy: “On 11 October my battalion-
was orderéd to make a mght march; pass through the 2d
Battahon {which was then about 3 miles east of thc Itahan
town of Guarbia, north of the, CALORE RIVER) and seize
the “high' ground in the vxcmxty of GUARDIA We were .
then to contmue the advance L - S

Contud “As we approached GUARDIA our Ieadmg com=:.
pany ‘made contact with the’ enemy at-A: (See sketch
Tt enveloped with one platoon but.“was. stopped: by heavy
machine-gun and direct’ 88:mm. . ﬁre from: points. E, F,.
and D, and was unable to advance 1 mfunedxately moved._
. to the high ground 200 yards north of A where I could
. observe the enemy position. i

5 Plun of Maneuver ‘The éhemy had all of the 'h:ig'h L
" “ground to the front, and I could see it would be impossible - :
~“to advance frontally. So I decided to make a double en-
velopment, sending Company I over the hill to the’ right
and Company K on a wide envelopment to the left. Con=
tact was to be maintained visually with Company I and by
the 536 radio * with Company K. Actuaily the 536 radio.

d . not carry the distance Cempany K. had to travel and -

it i)vas necessary to send-a: 5£1 set? later to: mamtam oo_
'tact, which was. absolutely necessary. m_such a4’ movemen




d because the* encmy had'8
‘and armiored cars at F, T d(,czded to emplace the tanks along
‘with my eight’ heavy machine guns and six 81-mm. mMOrtars;
~as shown on the sketch, as a bqsc of fire to enable Company Iy
'-'_to advance fronta!ly on D o

esults “The attack way successful By order, the tank
and other supporting weapons opened fire 5 minutes before
Company L started its advance: ~ Fifteen prisoners, were
aptured ‘and 25 of the eneriry killed. Our casualties werc
apprommately 10 killed and 15 wounded. pae
“The enemy: strength as ‘détermined. from’ przsoners was
WO nﬂe compamcs, each’ remforced one at D and one at }
upported by’ tanks, armored cars and 88s along the’ roa
¢ F: These priconers, stated ‘that theu' force was so com-
'Ietely dlsorgamzed and demorahzed by our volume of fire
nd the scheme of attack that it was impossible for them_
o make a counterattack to regain their positions.

Iunmng “It took about 2 hours to make plans for this.
ttack, which was very carefully studied, planned and co-
'rdmated Je eﬂ'ecttvely utilized . the terrain features
very: weapon avaﬂabfe to’ the battahon was used.
“In suchan attack ;maps: st be prearranged w1th cnt al
oznts and phase lmes marke or‘the envelopmg units, so
¢a -med asto the:r locatmn




COMMENT: Thls ctccuunt s a good example o! ‘ilre cmd movemeni .
on the Battalion level . However, it should be pointed oit that &
double envelopment 1s ‘@ wlher ambitious scheme of mcmeuver io"
- smqle bnttahon and should be used with cantion.

No mention 1s mc:de of ihe consmulion of a mserve force, Such
reserve must: be :e:umed under the ‘control’ of the' communde
1o elmhle him. to. counler unforeseen enemy recxchoa as the uthcl:-
proqresses. 'i‘roops committed lo a plcm of uction can not be co
sidered as uvuilnble for !his purpose. ) :

Tl'le diwsion o! the bullulion into c:ppraxunutely three equul uttuc

iorces is open 1o crzhcnsm—-—but it worked in this case,, A schente  of
maneuver should include’ @ determintion of the direction of tH
muin_eﬂori, ‘and  the - preponderunee’ of  forcs should be: uvuilal_:l
fo- 'suppoft this efforl. - In the cuse ciled” gbove a reserve might have
een constituted from Company K (the encircling lorce) ‘and’ Coms
e pany L ithe frontal aitack force). and the atick of Compan]r i quht'
".'_hrxvs been considered the main effort, since it was directed iowurd_' ;
i, & terrain feature, seizure of which would render the whole enemy
" position untenable. A clear conception of the relative importance =
“": of the separate eforls is necessary to facilitate subsequent decislons.:: ;
. based on enemy reactions fo the attack. ]

Faclers contributing ‘to the success of this attack were:

.
L Prompl eshmule of. Ihe si‘hmlion by the commcnder. inciurlmq_
- study of iho Ierwin. hused on persnnul reconnaissunce. i

._Development oi u deiinite p]cm o! muneuver bc:se . =
. setzure of key lerruin cmd lhe ouiﬂunltinq of enemy pos;ﬁ' ?

4, :Uﬁliig!ioh oi muximuru ﬁre p&w&er uvdﬂ@ia-’ S

5. Maitencnce of control over all elements,



hJs panorccmm view, lIooking toward Avellmo, is chur-
uctensuc of the terrain along the Ituhctn ba!tlefront o

F!GHTING' IN WOODED TERRAIN

.Lzeyten_ant Calanel.F. L Wa_ ker, _Infantry Battalwn__




weapons-in:the front line, or very
rour. troops: After encountenng hostile fire, it was. found._'_:'
:‘.;":very effectwe to spray the entire. wood§ ahead w1th a rapid

where: smpers mxght be hxdmg In each case - German
_pui]ed out’ rapldly, leaving - weapons and’ ammunition-b
md aEthough we had been unable: ozlor.,ate them pr" _
‘However, the’ tendency of tmops is: to wait for.
'deﬁmteiy Iocated targets before: they wa open ﬁre whlch'_;.
esults in allowmg very small groups of enemy;. who shift
s_itlon frequently and keep up-a’ demorahzmg rate of'ig
machine-gun fire; to cause great delay. e
-~ ““T'he continuous rapid fire delivered by our. heavy T,
.':3'_ch1ne guns had a partxcu]ar]y demorahzmg effect on. th

: Germans

COIW’MENT: The remarks of this battalion commander emp_hdsi:ei the
. importance of barrage covering fire. The fire power of dvuilﬂ_b_lé':._:
"_:: weapons In this Instance substituted for an artillery Burraqe._»l_»_ul_::.
“the principle remaina the saome: losses wﬂi be minimized by follow-:
7 ing closely the massed fires of uvniluhle weapous deliverad on uraus
h‘om which enemy ﬂre is expected. ' : Sy

rmly convmced that the speed of our recent 0perat|




“saved. us fmm huge Tosses. Down to the Iov.cst ‘privite
‘the feeling exists that we would still be at Canrcarsr if
we had n(st pushed the enemy off balance and kept h;m
that way.” : : -

_:.The Herd lnshncf Major: Robért Wiktson, Observer with:

“th Imeon Itary: “Our: troops showed a decided tend-
iz:mcy 0o bunch up under ﬁre This ‘was observed on several
"_Lcasions " One prisoner of war, 2 Germai forward’ ohserver:
Afor an: 88~mm, bf:ttery, was mtcrrogatcd concermng his
.-tcchmquc of adjustmcnt It séerns he had been'told that.
‘Amierican’ troops congregated “when ander fire. When he :
“saw: Anderican troops- adVanung lie was to call for one or 7
two: rounds in their vicinity " and’ to observe the area‘in’
“which thc} ‘congregated. © Fire was then to be shifted to.
_this arca. This prisoner stated that he had conducied
_-;.fery effective fire in this way on several occasions in Ttaly.” @

‘Geérman Registered Fires Private First Class‘Doiercz, In- "0
fantry, SI(‘IL i “Our battalion advanced beyond the main. ; -
body. and- took a high hlil pomtmn There we waxted for o
reiriforcements. The enemy--as he often does when’ he
about'to. retreat dnd. does not want to haul back his am:
:mumtxon——mthrew a,ll of his avaﬂab!e ammumtmn at the

ok an arc,a Undcr cover nf' darkness we w1thdr" ;

Durmg' the mght the Gcrmans bombed and shelled wha.t




“iliey thought was our néw position. - Our: observers,  prop-
.erly placed, noted the- enciny g gun pomtlons and they were
" knocked out the following day

: 3Buse of F:re Lteutenant Coionel ] M an Infantrg
'Battalzon Commander, A’ITU STt was found that so. long“_--:_-
" as the Japs could keep us duckmg; from aimed. fire their
E ':'pomtlon remained secure. But once the Jap was made to -
““keep his head down and the Amerlcan could get to l'm feet
‘the attack was mereiy a matter of walking up to: the posi-
ion and’ tossing in grenades. To-make this prSlble re-
‘quired  the coordination of fires down to and mcludmg t
o riflernen: It is Important that commanders and Ieaders
“realize this. Otherwise, troops will remain down when
| it Is not necessary. v

“Teamwork “We would have a rifleman point out pill--
‘boxes using tracer ammunition. Then a 37-mm. gfuﬂ
. would take them under fire with HE. Oftentimes the pill-
R box crew would attempt to evacuate to a safer pIaCL and o
©a light mdchme gun would mow them down.”

o' the northeast of the mty Patrols were urdered up sever
oads leadmg out of ‘the city. . All company ‘commande
were informed. of the dlsposltmns._ The patrols went out
before the outposts were po.sted A few hours ]atcr ﬁrmg




._A_m!léry vs.. *anﬁs' _ '.L'i.éii'teﬁaﬁt. Cdlbﬁzl .F . Q Goodel

The Observahon' Buﬂuiton m Achon ' Locati




firing fron ohc: position a maximum of

O] “Or: 6 iminites; his-
* battery: was moved to: another posmou ‘Several ‘times he
stated_that our artillery fire fell on” the old. stlthn within

fter the} ha,d evacuated e

f tgh! Reconnuassance Arizllery O[wmtwns Report 3d'-'5.
- 'Dwzszon SIGILY.- “On August 15 and 16,"in ‘order ‘to. placa'-'-_
' - _-'artlllery w1th1r1 eff

__emy who .
“treated at dark art11-3's‘j
lery battallons werei'
" displaced to~ forward
‘positions  which” wer¢ :

reconnottered; s u r-.
Take advuntage of the veyed, and occupied-
moonlight! - by moonhght. :

: Use of. Amilery Obsewuhon Plunes “Obscrvanon pa-.
i troIs w' rc mamtamed in the air durmg the hours of d hgh :

nded-. to draw hdrass,mg ﬁrc m the general area’ |



'Observers ‘on - Their Own Licutenant Colonel: R
O’Brien, Cavalry, Observer with Fifth Army, Ttaty: “One
" division discovered that the worst thing that could happcn:
_to the artillery plan was for the observers to become separated’ 5
“from_ the responsible infantry commanders. When this
--_-happencd there was. always the danger that the observers
'.would bring ﬁrc down on thcxr own troops :

Oru'eri!dhé'n 'énd ”Su'r\‘.rey “Generaliy ﬁeld art:]lery bat:
: _terles were fired ini, but survey was always completed ~Décs
ination” of -instruments was difficult- and unsatxsfactory be-
Caiise of the gm\md metal present in the soil of this area.
 Fire was conducted satisfactorily from 1: 50,000 scale maps
_ when obﬁervatmn ‘was available, the _vert:cai control bemg._.';_ﬁ'l
; Iargely approxmiate from this map.” s

_._'_Nores FROM OTHER aRMs

Yanks: Keep oE fhe Sky Line! Lzeutenant Golonel T F daE
Baﬁaft Infantry, Observer with szth Army, Iracy: 410 ‘
tncssed a lonc tank approachmg the sky: line. cautmus}y,'

. ~ie o then, pause . momen:
;z_'-tanly rlght o fop': of__
“the: hill as if observing
7. to the front. - At that
- instant a Germai she _
- hit hlm and the tank. -
i and crew were: czisuai-

- ties; " Ani “old: story but
'frequcntiy forgotten :

Keepoﬁ!heskyhnef -




;:j_'_-Ammnrcraﬂ ‘Absence Makes the Heart Grow Fonder |
i Lieutenant Colonel T, F._ Bogart, Infantry Obseme with
Fifth drmy, Itary: “The importance of having antiaircraft.
'j__i':_umts present, even though' their fire is often ineffective, was
“impressed on me on 5 October 1943, in’ the vicinity of -
:f:.'MONTI‘SARCHIO - After. several weeks of: a]most ‘complete;
- “absence of German aircraft, four }erry planks appeared over::
this town and dive-bombed it, cormning in very low. They'_'_
“received no AA fire. It was surprising, because ‘almost ins;
“variably AA units Had kcpt up close to ‘the front-line units.
 There were 60 trucks lined up at 50- to- 1(}(}-yard intervals
_"-_".falong the main hlghway The _]errxes spottcd these trucks
on'the’ ﬁrst dive and strafed this colutin, and’ bombed the'
““town at leisure for about 40 minutes from very low altitude,
.-.-_untll apparcntly all their ammunition was gone. In all
_“previous air attacks the Jerries had dropped their bombs
* and left promptly under heavy antiaircraft fire. It was evi- |
- dent that AA units played their part in keepmg enemy planes’
‘up in the air and on their way.”

*

- 4.27 Chem:ml Momxrs Targel Prnmce Battle Repo
th: Chemical ‘Battalion; SiciLy  “Early on the morning o
db ]uIy orie platoon of- Company B ﬁred on 'what 'was evi
__-_.dently an Jtalian 1 reconnaissance patrol of 15 men approach
< ing  GeLa from ' the north. - The fire: chased : the” Italian
“+from ‘one draw to another and then to 4 haystack, where ¢
: _lh_ay fell dlrectly in their: midst. " The w1ckednes-s of ‘thi
- mortar’s HE shell was thereWIth duiy proved No furt
_:movcmcnt wals observed " . : -

57?[5(54°_~-4-§--~—-—'7-"i




: ;'?Rudlo Drsqplme Ifzrr.é sz:tenam‘ ¢ E. Place, Air Corp
. Sicey: | “Fliers coming mto the combat zone had no cor
"--;.'ceptlon of . radm dlsmphnc New pllots used the. radio;
mdlscnmmatelv Men- returnm“ from ‘missions used. the3_.-fﬁ
mterp]ane radio unneccwarliy, whlch ]ammcd up the b'mdi
for other planes stxll (m a mission. :

OM_MENT:_ fuiluré _to-.obger’ve radio: dlkclpline' 5o mdioi problen
ot both e’ orid. qré'und anitss - Tn combiat each’ mdwndual believes
hin_cdse tz spacia! one not. hound by esiublished mles. 'l‘his lenden
ust be: discouruqed by posilive uclion Radio discxplui ; ;
hed to faci tate essentml cmnmunicalmn dunng com.bal cmd i
rict a peucétime pluylhmq to bé dlscc:rded when ucuon is ;mned :

"I'rulnmg of AAF Rudlo Mechumcs “Radio co'ntact with'

the. A-36$ was vcry poor.. “FThe main trouble was that the
: rad:o repairmen’ did not ‘havé a .chance to. train. on ;the .
VHF (Very High T requency) sets (whlch we. used) - beforc'“
they left the Umted States, a.nd were gettmg thexr experi-,




“The enemy tmed to _|am the frcqﬁency of artxllery ﬁre
dlrectmg planes” with- what ‘sounded: hke Oriental: mius
but thc frequency-moduiated sets had a clear channel an

'-Sergeant I2. O, Erkhilla, Iﬂ,\‘antrv, Message Center Chzef,_'.;
“Ihe comrnummtxons ofﬁu,r warned us that the.'




Captured Documents Regimental Operations Report,
VELLa Laverra:  “On 4 September a patrol from A Coms
pany, led by Licutenant King, ambushed a patrol of 12

Japanese in the vicinity of Boko Mission. Upon search-
ing the bodies they found a map on the body of a 2d Lieu--

tenant and dispatched it 1mm¢d1ate1y to “the regimental .
.command post by a runner. . The next day the translation
‘of thls map: was returned to, the Ist- Battahon Sl showed':_
‘the’ ]apanese defensive’ plan- of - LAMBU-LA.MBU Cove and -
‘the ‘VALAPATA area and: proved very eﬂ'ectlve Jin ‘eliminats
-mg the }apanese from the area” : SRR LT

-comm Not nnly marked ‘miaps m alse documents of less: |
- appérent importance mr.ry' lumish ‘the  key to  ememy pluns when

ing lo hlqhar ‘headquarters of - alt captured documents must be
impressed on'all ranks. o : . B

Overdoing the “Buddy” System Li’eﬁt’enant .Colonel R.
E. OBrzen, Cavalry, QObserver with. Fifth “Army, Ttavy:
“Tt was necessary repeatedly to warn the troops, agamst the .
incorrect’ practice of fratermzmg with prisoners. and giving
hem mgarettes, which interfered with their proper mter-”':
mgatmn Troops also had to be warned not. to Temove.
om the prisoners, because these books fumished_'
] 'nterrogat:on officer ori:the: Pprisoner’s state-
jetits: i egard 10 hx' 'orgamzatmn' nd previous: servic 3

GOMM]-ZNT Sue:cesnful intemqnﬁon offeri: hinges on .ihe nervousum Sk
and” struln dar which prhauers ktbor whan tkey’ ctze brouqht be -

comb!nad with ‘other information, ‘I‘he necasai:y for pxompt forward-




RED'R‘!’VE_R?_

Post the sentnes thh proper lcnowledge of the po:ssword’
B . L and countermgn o o G

'Pn’§sv§ord and Countersign Licutenant Colonel T. F..

" Bogart, Observer with Fifth Army, Travy: “Many sen-_:
", tries were posted without proper knowledge of the use of

the password and countersign.  For example, the password
and countersign one night were Red and River. The

‘i soldier challenged, “Who's there, Red River?” There wé:e’

: . several instances also in which the sentry halted a person:
" at such a distance from him that anyone in the vicinit
- could have heard the challenge and the reply,” = o




: landing: on defended beaches and anadvan
mland of about 5 miles, Spced marchzng continted; éac
it bemg requlrcd to complete 5 miles in | hour, 8 mllesi
_2 hours and 20 miles in 5 hours once a week. ~ This tmmmg:
as: lartrely responsible for the speed with whlch the assault.
of thls Dw:s;on was cxecuted ” : :

Lk S
:qnd Messuges Ma:]m Robert Wzlson, erld A
’tzllery, _Observer with G=2 Sf’cupn wth _Dwzszon, ITALY'
‘The: ‘who, what,’ when, where, and" why “were often not
: ntamed in. reports, both oral and written; - Battallon and
gimental $-2s and the men themselves indicated that dur-
ng'maneuvers and m trammg problems they had thought;
-. ARERRCE R '.jthat ‘this “subject had

Don.f.' mal é : .tl'ie. : b’tﬁerf';. 7 béen " mastered,  but g
“fellow guess what .~ - that'in combat it was.
you  mean in your 1gnored ‘or forgotten, i
= As to- cIarlty, the ax- "1’

'_xom ‘if ‘a: message: can

" be’‘misunderstood,” it
-_wﬂl be mxsunderstood’: :
©lwas weH proven

:._'COMMENT"”- Wrilii:q me-‘-
-xuqas durinq o unit !ra!n




tenants Commandlng two Of oﬁr nﬂe"compames for: ain
alf the battle, i All: officers of (‘ompany ‘grade ‘should:
lw.n an Opportumty tu handle the: mmpanv before entermg:;

"' Combat- 'Frmmng for Engmeers - Commanding Offic

-'En.qmecr Regiment, Atru: “Engineers should have a good,l.
workmg knowicdge of combat tactics; mght patmlimg, out:
ost duty, and use of terrain’ features. . This would have
~saved. many- of ‘the casualt:es wé suffercd a.nd would have
o reduced ﬁrmg at’ ;mdgmary enermny movements,- Trammg:=
- of this sort ‘should not be lost snght of in the stress of training
: "5'.._for an amphlbxous operatlon SR L

Mistellﬁqedus Notes .Lieutenant Calbr‘.wl C. E. .B'm.k&ib,_
" Ovrdnance, Observer, ItaLy: “I believe that the foilowmg:':
- points should be given mere ‘stress during training:

1. Penctration deeper into enemy tcmtory by small scou
ing patrols. . : .
+:2: More. tra.mmg m mght fighﬂngﬁvat least 20 pf.rcent

'men together are more conﬁdcnt than two men para




:COMBAT ZON.E MISCELLANY

AA Smull Arms Fire D:scupl!ne Major Robert Wzlsort,'
Field  Artillery, Observer with -th Division, Iravy:
‘Seven friendly planes clearly marked with the Allied:
miarkings and a wide yellow ‘band around the wings to.
acilitate ‘identification flew in toward Pagseuwm landing.
tip.on D+2 at an altitude of four to five hundred feet
& slow speed Antiaircraft. and small: arms were - dis
-,eharg'ed at these planes, which even' tipped their. wings.
tmore clearly’ to’ display insignia. One mfantxyman ﬁrmg._:_"_:';
2 rifle was ordered to cease fire and was asked at what he
was shootmg ‘He replied, ‘Enemy planes, can’t you see?
omtmg ‘toone plane whlch had crashed _]u‘it about 1(}0'

GOMMZENT The conslon! recurrence of 5uch :eporis indlcu!es the-_-:: e
'necass;ly for a stricter enforcement of the rule that ground troops, 7
‘other than those assigned definite AA missions, will not fire on any . H
_uircmft vnlexs actually being attacked. Those toops having AR G
_missions must be thoroughly drilled in the ldenuﬁcution ui lnendly S

n‘rmnn

_yglene. Any Duy Is Suiurduy - Lieutenant Colonel T F S
ogart, Infantry, Observer with, szth Army, ITaLy: SOme.
day, iri a comnaratwelv qumt area with'a: mounta.m streasm’
nIy about 400 yards away, after 94 hours' not over a- dozen
1en had ‘taken” advantage of the opportumty o bathe
mpany commanders were ordered to have. squa& leade
arch their %quads to the nver and supervme bathmg

_ “I was_ informéd. Dy & battalion
urgeon that over haIf of the evacuations from hIS battalion
ad been due to infections caused by minor scratches that




‘Dot miss the chance to get a bathi

became infected because of lack of cleanliness.” Theré
appeared to be a general disregard or indifference to (;Eean—:":"
liness, even when opportunity existed to wash.” '

COMMENT: Fortunalely the .cbove is an isclated instance, but it
indicates the necessity for constant supervision over the hyqiene_-f




0 vt Infant.ry, Observer with F1)‘tk Army, Travy: - “Al
though the avech Amcrxcan soldier will dig a fowihole o




SECTION Itl
MOUNTAIN
£ OPERATIONS

TN

BATTA!.ION ATTACK

L “From the 1sIand of AT'rU a narrow, prec:pltous tongue

‘of land about eight miles long juts southeast and then due
““east to Cuirikor Point, eastern extrcmlty of the 1slan '
Sarana Bay lies to the north and Massacre BAY_ to the

“ south. Sarana VALLEY and Massacre VALLEY run ge:

erally northwest and southeast parallel to the central ridge

‘of the base of -this: pemmuia ‘but converge about. ﬁvc miles
n from the coast where the centra! ndge dlph to a saddl"
lIed SARANA—MASSACRE PASS




..c'o:l.é MOU';TA\N' L

mmA-ms M‘J\E :
?Asﬁ LOMING lo-l.'.

‘eaint A

Panorumlc ﬁeici sketch of enemy posmons between Cold Mountam cmd Pomt
‘Able used as the basis for picmnmg our successiul uttack '




_obscured by. the heavy ‘mists whic
__"enshmuded._-_ the ‘mountais.: - Jap: snipers. and. observer
“worked from the protectlon of the lower edge of the clou
e _-layer pourmg devastatmg {-ire into the Amencans sl
e ";houetted ‘against - the wet : snow. m: “the. valley " below. N'
“trees or shrubs” grew: “here ‘to furn:sh concealment Thet
'urrowed into the: spongy tundra for piecarious . deﬁlade
‘Several determmed efforts to clear the flanks of the saddls
had been- repulsed Amllery had been brought up, and
“coordinated attack. was planned for 19 May 1943, -
00 UAt this stage of the ATTU campalgn the compam
the battalmn averaged 50 men. .

: ?-%As SEEN BY me STAFF

Mission Repori of Battalmn Commander 2d Battalton

- —th Infantry, Attu: “This battalion was ordered to attack
the enemy in the Massacre-SaraNa Pass, commencing a
0600, 19 May 1943. We were located near the top of the

2 ‘hog back’ in Massacre VaLLey, firing northeast into the
S pass and toward the high ground qouth of the pass RN

S Use of Punommlc Skefch “A panoramlc sketch of the
“area was drawn “up and chstnbuted to each oﬂicer oontroll
g a company or group of supportmg wea.pons (S '

guns lm:a.ted m SARANA VALLEY



reparatory _Flres “The afterncon of *18 Iay 45 spent
registering artillery on each of the known encmy posztmné
In addition to the supporting artiliery, the battalion had
attached 1o it six 37-num. guns (making a total of 10 in alt);
vk 75-mini.. pack howitzers, and 3 additionial 30.caliber:
nrachine guns.  The battalion organic and attachcd wea-_':'

also rchstcrcd on enemy posmons : '

Commumcahons. “A mthu claborate: %them of commu-': e
catlom wils estabhe:hcd to enable, thc battallon commander
ontrol the ﬁre of supportmg weapons m fur h '

-A-Sound power telephone was: run’ from the’ morta
P to'the battahon commander, likewise one’ from’ the 75s
Jéphone was also run from the OP to the oﬂ’mer i charg"
all 37-mm. ﬁrmg Radio and telephone control was run.
to all the compamcq in the battal:on EE S

'ui Plcm ' “The tactlml pian 11'1 general was-_a‘; -f"'
lows;: One company of the regiment. on our right moved
out-at 2400, 18: ‘May for the ‘top of the rldge dividing .
MA&SACR" ‘and 'SARANA VALLEYS and was: in posxtxon oni.




_. ), a rpnnrf r'an’.).p ]
beeit’ held up: by machmc, -gn:
a unabie to- aclvance Up untxl thls ti

p_orted that these umts were observed to be w1thdrawmg fron
_ _Cow MOUNTAIN. : -

-_:'Su'pporti'ng Fire ' “The' battalion commandeér at’ this pi)

.+ >decided to attack the positions straight on. The artille
lald down a 10-minute concentration on enemy p051t10ns on’
CoLp MounTain.  All other weapons opened fire on p
‘tions 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. Smoke was laid in the saddle; and

the wind carried. the smoke over enemy positions’ on Co

:MOUNTA N and greatiy a1ded Company F in 1ts advance-




This aerial view, c:long generc:l axis of our advance on
ttu (looking northward) shows the type of mountain -~
terram encountered by the Task’ Force.e

Pdin’ts" .‘3_'and_'_5.. Company E sent one of its platoons to
“attack Point 3, and Company G was ordered to envelop the

E'in its attack on Point 3. The actual taking of Point 5 by
_Company G ‘was not accomplished until the followmg day.
- After- takmg Point- 6, the platoon of Company E was .-

flank, secure Point 5, and aid the platoon of Company - -

'ordere to contmue to Pomt 7 but was unable to advancc'----: :



: Aenul view of the At combat zone Iookmq south
' The ‘enemy was driveri into the Chichagof Harbo
“area and’ destroyed by our forces advancing from
the pass belween Point Able cmd Cold Mountcu_

* In the paragraphs to follow, some of the men who did_ﬁ_i_t_a
actual fighting describe the action as they saw it.,

*
AS SEEN BY THE SOLDIER

: The Aﬂol:k on- Poml 5 Serqeant Charles Roberts Com

platoon of Company I unde' Lleutenant W:lha

ad the mission of attackmg Pomt 5 on the top of (} D
'MOUN‘I'AW on the left flank. - :




he Approach “It was dark and bitter cold the night-of:
8 May, when our platoon staried out. We knew there
ere Japs up: there, and we knew they had three heavy mma-
né guns at the least which, unless we knocked them out, -
ul(i be blastmg hf,li out of the men gomg into the pass_ “
n the main attack jumped off. : i
“The: hlil was steep, slippery, and rocky;’ there was ice
ring. on the tundra as we slowly stumbled up the face of L
Jali _ouﬂtam toward the ]dps at thc top e

ontact: “We saw: the ﬁrst one at 0430 i th ]
& was’ a.-scntry, and e wcre within 50 yards of '-hlm: He_
tood up against the skyhne and was shakmg out a grass mat. .
1eu'tenant Brown motioned us to get up under a little ledge:
'our front then he-. shot the" Jap. . The. shot ‘must have_'-'-..-'
wikened othf,rs, and as we workecf up over the ledge a Jap. -
achine gunner began firing at. us. - We stayed down' untll:':-";"':
first excited bursts had gone. over; then we raised up and
urmed thc ﬁre - Several Japs had holes near the cdge of
'_iedgc we were.under and they began to throw. grenades- L
_ vef, but the h1§l bclow was 50 stLep that most of the grenades '




_:-The Rudso Fails _‘Lxeutenaut wan tned agal and: ga
“to contact battahon headquarters or' the. artlllery thh'
radm but the set l’BbeCd to functzon i Thel

"_.Sf;veral men had Lrawied around to’ the left _and threw
- grenades at the Japs near the: edge of the tablc, but £

. machine guns remained out of range: ;. Our men were driv

“back to the cover of the ledge, several with wounds." Art:l-

o !ery, if we only had artillery!- We could obsérve the ﬁre we

. knew where the guns were.  If we could only gét some ﬂre
- we'd walk over the damned mountams ~ The radio man was
desperate. He tried the set agaln, but it was. ‘;llent

. rage he threw it down the hlll

.___:;:Our Am:ck Repulsed “We trxed once mo'




he: Main Attack Sergeant Walter Moesch, Company:
v ~th Infantry: “On 19 May our section of heavy machine
_:guns was attached to Company ¥ for the attack up CoLp -
MouNTarn on the left of Crivesy Pass, It was called
RANA-MAssacrE Pass then, but I was with Lieutenant
Tevesy when he was killed there in the pass, and the pass
_’a{ ﬁamed for him. . The attack had moved across the fiat
round in front of CoLp MoUNTAIN w1thout much fire ex-

ng- " Wegot to -
& first .an pos:tlon almost w]i-hr_)l__;t r_‘mnnq Ruf whnn. o
he attack moved up the hill, hell b(‘gan to break loose.
'mpany F Wit dmven back with lots of casualties, and Com-ﬁf'-
any-G had moved throuqh them and around to thé left; 5
hey 1 too were g(,ttmg all shot up. Then Comipany F of the
githent on our right cariie through on our right flank, head: .
ng right out into the pass itself. - They combined two of: -
their platoons with the remainder of dur C-ompany Fand .
we started up again. '
" “The Japs were holdmg the pass on the hlgh ground on’
: oth sides and to the front too.. The ones on the right

(\ulri ﬂra inta the hqnlru nf the attarkere g 'I-"\n 1-:-‘1* aru-'l-.‘ g
AP REUTANWU RO GAUAS Ui wit Qiidlasds URL Ul atie @il

ice versa, it was rough going.:- Our first section was in "
“position: right below where we ‘had ﬁrst entered the lowest. -
ap_ position, and' the second ‘section” was around to the'_-'
ight; into the pass about. 150 yards R T
“Lxeutmant Clevesy got mie and we went around to the ;

.. to the Ieft a5’ we started up the hzil _
got 50 heavy that the machme gun squads took cover




i aditile draw until we could grenade the trench abov

. started up with Llcutcndnt Clevcw We' had. crawlcd

- 'smpﬂr ralsed up and shot Marshall in’ the ‘ear. We
- at 'the sniper, and threw grenades into. the trc,nch We
'_crawled up- rapidly then ready . to. move' in: behm_

"+ rifle up as the Jap ducked

and c!ea.n itout.. Then they were to come’ on ap. Scrtfcant
Tom Kov:ck anate First: C!asq Vv:lham Marshali an

our, be_ lies to. w;thm about 25 yards ot the trench, whe

_' _:grenddeq and another smper popped his head up o
- hole '1hnvp us. . Lieutenant Glevew ﬁl(‘d hl‘i (‘afhi.

as the Jap fired.. ~The - Lleutenant toppfed ovet
bank and lay still, “He was dead.: I was ;ust brmgm .

e I‘hen from across the vaIley, the: ]ap-; spotted us,
" they gave us hell. ‘Machine guns nﬂes and a 37

began pounding the area. : ERS

“Finally the intense she]lmg sIowed down and 'we dashed‘
for the open end of the Jap trench we had grcnaded T
trench led around the point of the hill. We crawled do
the trench and found where the Japs were located when

we stuck our heads up right in the face of a b

machine-gun fire. _

“Some men from Company F had come over to heEp
us, but we were stymied. We couldn’t | raise - up 1
-'—_::_-_enough to ﬁre, and we couidn t get c]ose enough “to:th




“After nearly 2 hours of lying in the trench and waiting
_hcard one of the men behind holler, ‘Here Hehman
up-here’ Hehman and a man from Company H, —th
;’Infantry were crawling along up a little ravine, laying >
wire They had found a Company H mortar and hada *
right to it. The big fight up on the mountam had -7
gotten" almost to the top,.but the forces acr()sq ‘the pass
Ie: gettmg hell from the guns below us. ' e
“We ‘got ' the- Phone all 'set and mrefully poked a’ httlc,'
in the dirt side of the trench so’ that. one: ah could_-_
hc whole jap posxtlon below:: Then we called ‘the
rtar and’ the fun started. We were only: about 100
':'_'from whu-e the shells: were stmkmg and the. ground-'_
k. They fired several rounds close and then they':_?
1 to drop mght in thc position: Fmally we. called and..
d them we were moving in, ‘and not to-fire; ST
“The position was a big wheel-like' affair; with holes._: i
Il around it; and the spokes were: connecting trenches .
th'a big center mstallatlon ‘at the hub..” Two Jap ma-
guns and the 37 rom; that had ﬁred at us durmg i




S rione; it would be a.rugged job, Tt was my 1dca, so | asked

-Enxpossxble to’ get the }aps h;gh o the gmund above
without getting the ones on our left first:. Sergeant 'I‘ruffe i

cand T argued about the exact: jap Iocatlon - Fr rom. time

- _izme I had seen a. targc pun of wnue smoxe I'lSC rrom Dcnmu
= small knoll, as the Japs fired ‘their trench mortar at
 and I was sure that the position could be g‘renaded Fmal!y
we asked for volunteers to go over and try it, but there WELL

Truflelli to look after my squad, and give me some covcrmg
~fire, while I went up and tried the thmg myself. _
L NIt was tough all right.. I moved as far. down: it t_
__.'dcﬁiade as. I could “get from the. Japs up- above the




: coxﬁpletcly' off.. The: i+
platoon - hedrd: the ::_j G
Lommouon and be-n
gdu I.U auv&nCC up u;c::
hill: . The' comnpany’s..

: i1ght- “machine g"unsg __:ﬁ'::_'
op'ened B ﬁre_ _on. _ the L
trerich as the platc')bﬁ___f_'
advanced. . Several of
: . the _}'aps jumped out;”'_'.
er tha en?i?v{;{feep h1s head - and tried to. run back

: : ~ . but the machiné guns-'___-
ut’ them down Then the whole company moved for-'f o
.'m.w-l 1nf~n. the new Tnp '{"\hcihnn anrf the F:zrhhng waq :
retty hot for a while. We accounted for about 50 Japs '
there in a few minutes. When I jumped up over the little

knoll to move up with the company a Jap sniper up on
~Point ABLE shot me in the leg. The bullet went into the
muscle like a hot needle, up near my crotch. It bled and
stung but it wasn’t bad enough for me to have to go back. .
“Inthe evening the Japs began to retreat over the whole - -

1ght ﬂank of the pass; everywhere but at the top of Pom'r

__iously and falhng bﬁck
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on_one 51de, and they were pullmg them out empty ‘on. the
_ 'ISIde and then qhovmg a'new onc in.'The gun got $o
t_'zthat we. poured canteens ‘of ice water o, .the mcc‘hamv.m
0 cool it off: Lleutenant Tommy Hmdman let out a ternﬁc
1=._yell and we: took off to assault thc Iast _Iap position qn'
he.pas_s As We s’m‘ted Corporal Flynn saw a ]ap settmg: :




_ three crew members away from the: wun :
e made it all right.- Company E of the —th Infantry
i movcd into the center of the pass. - My Teg was getting stiff.
++ . and the miedic wanted to send me’back; but there is sorne-.
“thing about: being w1th the boys up there where they’re:
ﬁghtmg their guts out that makes Iaymc in’a hospxtal a
hell of a thing. I stayed with ther, too untnI a grenadei
shook me up Then they sent me bac i i

The Tckmg of Pomt "A." Corpoml Anthony S:momc,i
Company C,=th: Infantry: “Point Amg wastough. Itis
a big pmnac]c of rock that crowns a barren hill at the mlandif
end: of GILBERT RIDGF named after Lxeutenant Gllbert of;:.__
Company G; who lost his lifein a vaimnt effort to move up:
7 the coverless slope of Point ABLE. - At its foot lies CrLivesy
-".PASS The day before, troops fought through CLEVFSY'E
i :_PASS The Japs holding the Point were isolated, but they.
fought like cornered weasels agamst Company C on the:'
© ridge, against Company G moving up from the Sarana side;
- -against Company E on the Massacre side; they had beenf;_
pbunded by artillery. and mortars; but they. hung on.: _
__“Lieutenant Gilbert's platoon, whlttled down to'a smglei;f
squad, wis working' up on the right. L:eutenant Stanley:zg'
Volez k we 't"to the left Machme-gun ﬁre grazed thi




6ulders “and George Parker began to" work hlS way out
“across the snow to a big one in the center. We covered him -
us e crawled. . He seemed to take an hour to. get out there *

‘about 75 yards, but he said he didn’t think he had been gone :
.IO_mmutes when he came back. He had tned to get close:
nough to'see how many were in the trench.” e said he. .
gured there were about a dozen Lleutenant Wolciyk”sent "
ack for a mortar; - S :

Tt took a Iong tinie to get it up to where we were hang« g
g onto’ the slippery mountain side, but. eventually itiars oo
ved Thoy overshot the first couple of rounds; then they. =
ut the range dowri to 125 yards and began to drop them -

Then Lieutenant Wolczyk . hollered ‘Drop one more in
and we'll assault.”” He began to placeus.  There were eight -
of usin all, me to the left, Parker to the right. Victor Raku-
‘son wanted to go to the right and get the Jap who had been
:shootmg at him as he covered Parker. The mortar crew
hollered, ‘We’ll drop two, just for luck’ Lieutenant. ..

Wolczyk said, “Check your bayonets.’ o
““When the second round burst in the trench we jumped ..
p'and started across the snow.  As soon as we got to our -
et the _]aps opened ap. .. The BAR man was doing his best..
: o .but they were throwmg everythmg, mo I‘fars,'__'_.';:f'
ifles; grenades machme gun. ST never understand how:
got as far as we did." Rakuson got his sniper and one
er; Parker was yellmg hlS head off-and had kllled two I
ne U'm sure of and: maybc another and little jose._
_novxdez, who ‘had COme up with the: mortar Just for. the. .
de,’ had gotten: two.: glanced to the right and saw Parker.
dmg his: rifle, like a plstol and: shootmg, while he pulied. i
e pm on 2 grenade wnth his teeth Just hke the movles

tin. “They dumped six shells right into the Jap trench..




A grcnad{, went off ught behmd mt, and a plcce of 1t cut the'
handie off my shovel. 1 remember thmkmg for _]ust a sec
ond; ‘May God “ciirse ‘them, my mess: kit's, been: ruined.
.. Somebody" hollercd Parker, you’re taking too much tirmi
- with them.”  He rephed “1 am, hko hdi 1 want to bc surc
they're dead” . SR :
S “Wegot to thhm 30 yardb of the trench to a row v of big‘
-jagged boulders, and ran into a- _nest. of qmpers._ Ttowa
o fast desperate work, and it was miore trouble than we could :
~_handle.. We fell back.. = .
HIn the dark the foHowmg mommg at 0300 the Pom
finally taken; the machine guns were stlenced "1t had cos
lives and energy, but the b1g thorn in our 51de was out P

COMMENT' These uccoun!a brmq out some of the churucterisucs o
‘mountain warlare, in which “success depends more upon proper.
adaptation of available means to the terrain thah upon their power
Moaneuver of smail units and the initiative and leadership of subor-
dinate commanders are of the highest importance in mounicin’ war
fare. ... . The actions of small semi-independent units in sex'zin&;
or defending heights . '.' . orin fighting- 1o seize or block "PASERS. ;.
; _.become of mcreasmq lmportcmce (FSAH, Mounlain combui.)_ R
. The ey of patrols. and small units to oulllm:k enemy. strong. poinls ;
g "':'.Ho




FIELD ARTILLERY NOTES .

Use of Artillery-Spotting Planes in Mountainous Terrain
Ariillery Report ~th Division, SIGELY “Tn terram where
-'a:rﬁelds are rcadlly available the assignmenit. of at least one-
plane: to. the battalion. would- be recomiviended, -but. wih,
‘airfields are- hard: lo ﬁnd centmlzzed cont;rol i the only;
olutzon to fhe problem R i
_ei‘ u Horse* Lteutenant Colonel G F Brokaw : Ord
i e Observer Wzth szth Army, ITALY’ 3 “On NUMErous
: : ___occasnons an. artxlle_
'_Don’t mxss the chance "© " observer: was’ sent  t
o c_-_bserv_'e firel - the hlghest point in the_
i e mountains ‘with * two.
muleés to carry his radio-
and a two- days___supply_. :
for himself and the ani-
mals. - These points
werc maccass:blé- W




: eer War” a I’tnly Lzeutenant Colongl:F Q
__Goodell Field Artzllery, Obserwr wrtlz VI Cor;}s ITMY
“Since 20 Septcmber, the current Italian operation’ has bee
definitelyan. ‘engineer war.’ Al other arms would be hope:
essly. neutrahzcd thhnut them to build-and- rcbulid roads, -
bridges, and airfields. _The Germans are e*{perts at demoh-.,';
on, ‘and in the mountainous country throus,h which the
- U Fifth Amny is operating all advance must cease untll bndgesf:
- are built And madq repalrcd SN ; : :

Puvlng The Wuy Art;ller'y Re’pmt 45tll Dwmo 1, chtm’
S ERTS the excellent. work of the DlVlSlon engineers that
ade it possible for the artlllery to keep in supporting di
_tahce of the infantry regiments. One of our battahons w
‘to. follow an mfantry regiment marchmg on CALTAVUTUR
“This route was over some very steep mountains Eollowmg an
G .-'old Roman road, now only a mule trail. A company of engi
Jneers did excellent work in making a road through the mou

: :tams for this battalion.” -

the terrain, striving to get as much mass. as  possibl




SECTION v

IUNGLE. N
OPERATI NS

=iNFANTRY NOTES

Iriformal R‘?ﬁo”t XIV  Corps, SoLomoN

“Wherever terrain permitted, normal forma-
tions prescribed in current field manuals were used. It -
was possible to advance small units in skirmish lines, lines 0

of squad columns, etc., through open terrain and open
oconut groves. However, most of the ﬁghtmg was done
n Jungle areas where advance had to be made in cqumn_
f ﬁlea oftcn with units as large as a battahon confined: 10
Oﬂ'enswc ta(,tlcs - found most successful: were:
the: advance on'a broad: front w1th uriits n-' column, ec]
ned to a ﬂank and deployment was held as long as po

d_:solated Frontai attacks were ur 1formiy succeqsfu
hen ‘assisted by a-flank attac -:On many - occasions:
k' attack preceded the frontal - attack; . coming ir
apahese positions; from the rear and. comp'ete!y disruptir
eu" defense p]ans In almost all “cases “the - maneuve




ait _ of all sizes: from’ division to squad ‘was the
“envelopment. of ‘one or both flanks. Resistance was by
ﬁpasscd _encarcied and reduced Iatcr '

Aufdﬁic‘:ﬁc' Weup'ons:' "‘L()ng range Sixppbrting'ﬁrc' of au
tomatlc We‘lpﬂn% could not be. used.in. jungleor coconut_: _
es.  Automatic” weapois advanccd with or” closcly in’ :
upport of assault cchclons Machme guns and automatic:
ifles were set up to cover river crossings before - riflernen
“tried to advance. The Browning Automatic’ Rifle wa
“fournd to be invaluable i in the attack because of 1ts mob:l
“and fire power, and pattols sent out were alwavra re_mforc
'w1th automatic rxﬁe teams. '

Nighf} Operqfions “There were no mght operatmns o!
i Cénséqﬁence beyond resisting enemy attacks. However, i

is’ believed that under certain circumstances, caref_u_ily pre

pared night operations would be successful and valuable

Our cordon defense was highly effective against Japanese:
. might attacks, so effective that it made suicidal all Japanese®
: attempts to break through our lines. One hostile night:
.+ attack resulted in the death of 90 Japanese with the loss o
w-only 2 of our own men. It is therefore apparent that nigﬁ '
' -attacks against a well- -organized enemy are likely to:be
“costly,: although the failure of Japanese night operatmns
‘cases was due to their, faulty preparation,. “and
ct that we were: constantly alert against night att
this connectlon, the. hand grenade and - the ‘bayonet use
vely: should ;be emphasxzed Rxﬂe ﬁre'a m"ht
usly meffectlve and reveals po

_ecunty---._ Meusures “Sccurlty for advancmg .elem it
ing. dayhght was mamtamed by patroIs and by ﬁank
advance guards Dlstances were greatly rec!uced For




advanc guards often ope;ated from 50°to 100 yards o
in front of the main bndy, and connecting filés were cors
3 spondmgiy ¢lose in order to maintain contact. In advande
'ough the: }ungle it is almost impossible to provide ﬂank- 2
rotection for anyone column. Advance through the jungle .
1A w1de front: required the use of multiple columns with-
each column rnovmg in single file.

':_Durlng Hulis “Durmg ha]ts cmd partmularly at:
xght security measures in the forward aréas assumed thﬁ, '

pect of a cordon: defense covering possxble appr'_ :
from ‘all directions. - Routes of enemy approach were wired .
nand.- covered by ﬁre nght barbed-wire entang!cments'
nd' trip wires thh tm cans, attached were considered a
'.neéess:ty Machme guns slghted on’ final. protective. linies:
¢re. set up to cover the front, protected by riflemen and’
dutomatic. riflernen.’ Artxllery and mortar fire was planned"i'?-
and prepared to ﬁre on a ﬁnal protectlve area’ i’ case of.
: nemy counterattack : : :

.Ser.unly a! N:ghi _“'Wcapons uqed for mght secunty wer(::



hng and" by routme passage o{ a:med troop_ _
‘con 1mumcat10n through Jungle . areas " were secured -b
pC.I‘IOdlC pqtrols where qtrong hmt:le actmty was not to'b
xpected In those cases where hostile activity was c\pected
5 m,ccssary to establish strorig. fixed guards in’ foxholes
alonsg the trail. " Carriers were, invatiably. furnished wnth
armed guards in “the proportion of about I 10 when
“carrying through jungle forward areas. These guards were
usually detailed for this purpose from regtmental yeserv
umtq such as the antltank company. Additional securlty"
as prowded by patmls ‘which’ combed the aleas ‘on the
flanks of the line” of commumcanons S
f“Thc-se security measurcs were <;ufﬁc1ent to prevent ;
. prlqes durmg any stage of the combat

_ Put'rol "Reporis “In general the dlstance covcred by
strols was much less than that expected of thern The dzfﬁ

* Be conservative in evaluating reports from patrols




.cult:es of terrain caused many patrol leaders to feel that-
_thcy had covered two or three times as much ground as'- __
hey had actuaily covered. This must be taken into account

when’ evaluatmg pat:ol reports.”

'__Oulposis and qurois “The terrain over whlch the dwmon'
foughit made it “almost impossible to use outposts as_pre-
scribed . in - the manuals, where such. outposts were used
'they seldorn were more than 50 yards from the m 51
“of ‘the  troops. ‘At night all movement. in forward
- was proh:bxted in"order that Japancse mak1 'g"mgh
attacks could be readily :dentaﬁed and destroyed. Sentries
-at mght were. posted in pairs ‘and maintained absolute :
silence and Immoblhty ‘In the rear’ constant patrollmg-_-
i necessary - to’ protect agamst snipers’ and mﬁltratmg
patm]s. _{ _' S

Ous forces udvcmce ccmnously into a. pcxlm grove oni’
an 1siand of Mc:km cttoII ever wcxtchful for the Iup-




Suppomng' Fu‘es Commentx by tke —th Dwmo ¢
: 'C'arps, SoLGMON’ TSLANDS: '“Thc use of -
“ar nllery ﬁres; was oftcn cxtrcmei\‘, d1fﬁ(;u!t be=

ad ﬁnd_ lack of tr'msportatlon and lack of commumca—
' __In spite of these handmap‘; the - d1v1szon artlile
5ave vuy excellent and timely support : e

[i_«_':'is'u’n 'd_éi_ci 'ob'_'s'ervuﬁon “Both 2 1i'aiso_h_ officer and one
or miore forward observers from the direct support: of artil-
: werd uged with each infantry battalion and were found
ssential to good results.  Forward nhqervors were
'pushed well into the front lines and maintained continuous
- contact with both front lines and the liaison officer. Be-_
: _(‘ause of the fact that the Japanese used only. the jungle
and teverse slopes for positions, little enemy activity was.
~ever picked up by forward observers. Some .dd]ustmen_ts :
~ were made by aerial observation. More would have been
:dohe had planes been available. : S

'Comrol “The artillery was kept under centrahzed con
ol -since 'the division. fought as ong feam, not as

:ndcnt mmmental combat teams Howeve

oncentra oris. are almest mandatory to obtam eﬁ'ectlve



d|usimen2 of Frre “In all C'lses of rt:ifery E ppor__

rabIe and wouid have3been eﬁ‘ectxve, it was 1mp05s1_

3 exeéute fires because;_ 'f the dzfﬁculty in Iocatmg on
troops in’ the jungle: ‘In one or two cases fires could "b
executed onIy by’ w1thdrawmg troops temporarily fro
close. proximity to enemy positions. " However, this pro-
edure is not’ recommended for general use agamst aggres
swe Japanese. ' - :

'Eﬂ’ecf of Fire “It is esqenual that 1f full advantage is:to
be taken of the effect of artillery fires, troops must advance
into.shelled areas immediately upon lifting fire. " Due to:

e' effective field fortlficanons uscd by the Japanese, the

cing for weight of projectil




an Ccm Be Used ngest of Vanous‘ Reports on Tank'_'
"pemtwm in ]unale Country “Due to' the - closeness’ of -
junigle country and the nature of the teirain, employment”_:
{ tanks in. the jungle is necess:m}y different from ‘the ustal |
"concept ‘but it has been proved that tanks; both light andf";
,medmm, can be used in the Junglt, “They have been success—_:':
Iy employed in, many instances to knock out eneny. re-
sistance hoidmg up the advance. . In mest operations of this -
"type from three to six tanks were cmployed with' each
nfantry battalion. Tt was found that in dense jungle no:_'_f.
‘more than three tanks could be successfully controlled at -
.- ‘one time, and maneuver was almost impossible due to'close
“eountry and lack of communications. The action’ was very:'_i;
Slow, the tanks running for the most part in ﬁrst gear an
: advancmg only from 25 to 75 yards at a nme Tt




fantry commander foliowed the tank cottmander _Osely
- that direct communication could be effected, eitt use
“of the walkie-talkie radio or by pa-asmg messages. through the
'rcar p1stol port of the tanks, S

_Applacahon of Fire Power. “Suppornng artxllery an
mortar. fire'were found advantageous- for cledring fields
fire: and d;sclosmg enemy positions for the tanks’ to attacl
-In_addltlon, the fire power of the tanks was uised advan
cously: for the same ‘purposes, canister’ bemg employed 1o
:ciear fields of fire. 37-mm HE shell was used’ rno;t oftent
However, 37-rnm armornplercmg ammunition was used
knock holes in Japanese bunkers after which hlgh explosw
shell was fired through these holes, explodmg on the interior
- the posxtlon

an Mugnehc Mmes “On several occasions, when close
.mfantry support-had not been effected, the Japanese wer
able to place magnetic mines or grenades against the s:des‘
©of the tanks, causing some damage but no casualties.. It
“was fotind that canvas or neutral materials apphed on the:
imks'_ made the magnetic mines slide off. RS

_ “Many of the tanks became mcapacztate
d e to the fact that the gomg was o sIow Engmes had




i tanks to advance: to the hne'of departure 1n man casés 1t-'_-'
_j'; '_ was found- that the most unlikely route to the Japanesé | posi=
; as the better one, due to the location in whxch thc Japs-’;
'd _elr pﬂlboxcs and bunkers ; : o

Mass” . “Whereve,r pmsxble tanks should be ernpioyed:_';.-
in méss, as in lightly wooded : areas. “In this country, how-.{:’
cr, lt will seldom be practicable to employ more. than- a
coxnpany at one time.. Two or prefcrably three: should be
the minimum number of tanks used in any. attack, since

s neceswary for them to furnish’ cach other mutual v

xppor "agamst enemy infanitry.”

*

'_';_ii_t_i-li'ttl'tions Informal Report, XIV Corps, Soromon:
E_IL_II's'LANnS: “Tanks can be used in jungle only in small:-
numbers in very special situations. Their use ,should be
5"3:'1c0nﬁned to times when their objective has been deﬁmtely_:
“located and the route to the objective has been recons

‘noitered and found to be one over which a tank can’ movef‘
withotit stopping.. - Also it should be kept in ‘mind that the
__'ent of tanks is canahzed by the terram andmtha




Use of Vehlcles Infér.m('z'l Rep.ort X1 V. Cb'fps,"”gdr_;b
MON. ISLAND&, “All types of TBA transportation found
' : The % ton trisck is an excellent vehicle and will

go'a'n).rwhere: the Va-ton truck will go, provxded the passage
way 1s wnde enough although they are’ . more . destructw




Difficulties Encouniered Informal Report XIV Corps'
S_ox.ouo'sr ISLANDS : “The air support of ground troops o
Guada]canal was an 1mprovmcd affair. Its effectiveness
was in a. Iarge measure due to the most coopc,ratwe spirit
of the‘_ air units.  Much more could have been dore " if:
air: ground support personnd and equlpmeut had: been_.
available:  Use of combat aviation was limited by the n
tur e of ‘the terrain and by the ehtreme dlfﬁculty of deter-
ining the exact locations of the. eneniy  at sufficient dis
tances from our own g'round troops-to rnakt, 1ts empi_
nent safe or eﬁ'ectwe ' R

“Markmg targets or. front ]mes for combat a
ation”in th]IS type of terrain, is partlculari} difficult and:
in' many cases 1mpossxblc However,: air. attack by bomb
nd straﬁng were very eﬂ"ectwely used in. ‘some mstances
where it was necessary to neutralize reverse slopes and deep
mvmes ‘which could not be reached by any ground weapon

I.lmson “The air liaison ofﬁcer li'véd at divis'io'n 'he'a”d._
quarters and when air support was indicated made: personal_
visits:to the front line units: Loncemed in order to determ
exactly _where support was wanted. . In all except: on
ck the liaison ofﬁcer then led the formataon in' th




sup LY AND EVACUATION

Suppiy in fhe Jungie Irrfmmal Report” XH/' i
- SoLomon IsLanns: “Most of the combat areas were ut:
teriy devoid of roads and impassable for’ motor vch:cles
Although motor and j jeep trails were pushed behind advanc~
3- ing ‘troops’ as. rapldly as possible, in almost every case the
Iast mile to ﬁvc miles of the qupply advancc had to be made
4b '=hand Carrymg e - - :

Wuter Supply “Constant reconnalssance
watcr supply along the routes of' advancc

throughout the campalgn and had a deﬁmte relat:on to.the
pmgress of any oﬂ'enswe actlon It was supphed to front‘]me



ecesslty. Mofher nf Invenhon - “In 's'o'mc céisés thé 'u :







sic Log:st:cs in }'ungle Combut Provxdmg o hotmea
or: forward " elements of the combc:t forces oﬂ_e in




mprowsahon “Use was also made of nnprovxsed:- [s
o' lower: patients down steép hillsides to thc Jeep
aterh adb on the ‘VIATAN{KAU RWLR :

fotechon of Evacuchon Roules ‘Armed protectmn Wi
ceded; cither by detailing” accompanying: rifle men, or
rming | medu‘al personnel for personal protectmn as well ds.
or'pmtectmn of patients, -and was necessary to mraintai
teady flow, of evacuation to the aid stations; to coll
0 clearmg stations, or to pomts wherc vehxcle transport 10
vas: practxcable :

Med u:ui Notes Artillery - O perations Report MUNDA;‘
Campazgn © “Medical supplies were adequate to handle any.
.'51tuatmn ~The_establishment of a small infirmary. in con
ction w1th the aid station enabled s to hold many. cases
.ters that would otherwise have had to be wacuate
) rther 5tram the fac:htles of hospltals to thc rear. Th




tmd'. Power Phones “F he sound power phone was

j:-I't-'







