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1. GINERAL: A heliborne operation, "CA CHEP", was conducted in the
4N GIANG Province, 33rd DTA, III CTZ on 15 March 1962.

2. PARTICIP.TING UNITS: The units which participated in the oper-
ation were a Regimental CP, Ranger Co, Recon Co, and an Infantry Battalion
and Ranger Co in reserve supported by a U.S. Helicopter Co, 1 HU-1A,

1 L-19, 1 H-34, 2 AD-6, and 1 LCU,

3. MISSICN: The mission of the operation was to kill or capture
all VC and destroy a1l VC installations.

L. CONCEPT: The concept of the operation was to land by ‘H-21, one
Ranger Company and the Recon Co on opposite sides of a river that bisects
the village PHU HOI and then move SE along the river. The Infantry
Battalion on board the LCU and the Ranger Company ot LONG XUYEN airstrip
were to be in reserve and readw to move on order, The AD6'!'s were to be
on strip alert, and the IL-19 was to be used for aerial reconnaissance
and a spotter for close air support.

5. RBSULTS: The results of the operation were considered to be.
only partially successful with 5 VC KIA, 70 suspects captured, and small
cuantities of enemy materiel captured or destroved.

6. LESSCNS LEARNLD:

a. FBFFECTIVE AIR TC CGALULD CC..iUNIC~rICHS Call GRBATLY INFLUENCE
GROUID ACTIONS. The communications between ground units and aircraft
were excellent. This was demonstrated by effective close air support
after the ground units had marked their position bv smoke unon request
from the aircraft. '

b. FAULTY INFCRML.TICI CH ‘VC ACTIVITIES C.I7 LEAD TC FIC’iiDING

AN UNNECESSARY COMEAT EFFORT. The information received on VC activities

in the area was extremely faulty, and there was no apparent effort to
make a confirmation. Further, the area was imown to be more undsr the

influence of HOA . than VC.
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c. PROPER PRIOR COOEDINATICH MUST I FFFECTED BET.ESN ALL
CONCERNED PERSCIIEL: The lack of coordination between commanders and
U. S. idvisory personnel was very evident when the helicopters to be used
in the operation arrived 0845 hours at the loading zone. This was 45
minutes earlier than the time of 0930 hours requested by the U.S. Senior
Advisor and approxirately two hours and forty five minutes before the
ARVN scheduled teke-off time of 1130 hours.

7. The foregoing is for vour information and gzuidance.
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