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i, {Uj GEMERAL: This diascusses one geneva’l "lesswiu" which has be=n
develcoped oveir a “considerable peidod of time and a tactis wnich has tesn
found to be effestive in defeating VC particuiai’y in “he Mekonp Hiver Detfa
Area.

2. VEGY LESSONS LLAR!\ED

a. ALL FORIS OF F»Rm'OWLL, FROA THRE CARBINE TO THE 500 FUYND
HO4B, JUST RAVE POSITLVELY (DENTIFILD VC TARGETS TO BE &FFECTLIVA IN cY
OPERATIONS. The indisariminate use of firerower. regardiess of calihew, typ
or means of delivary capnot be condensd ia CI operaticns. Uenee the Y0 havs
no 'reay areas', no logistic bases and ne sbtaging oT ce.fonment areas i he
generally accepted conventionai sense, the appiicstior »f firepcwer on a
"guspected VC area" te destroy VO combat patentisi iz of tittle walve. {An
exception to Lals principle is the use of controiled recannadasante hy fire to
c3use the en-my to expose himegsif, pramaturely trigger 2o ambush or to forss
him to lesve a pcs:.t:t.on in which he hoide a marked advanteage over attackirg
friendly forces. Cont:rolled reconnalssance by rire remawrs a valid concegt
provided Lthere 13 little or no pzssibility that non-combatants will become
involved.) Considsration of the effect of firepower on the ultimate reguivement
to control the population and to win their support for the GVN must govern:
the decision to employ firepower. even controlled reconnaissance by f{ire.
Unless targete are positively identified as enemy or complet.ely clear of
non-combatants, ¢asualties among the peoplie, rather than the V0, will resuilt.
This will oniy serve to strengthen VC influence cver the population with
the final resul: that the fundamental task of separating the guerrilla from ;
the people will be far mors diffzcult.. ‘

b, HESERVES ALOMT IN HELICOPTERS OVER AN OBJECTIVE AREA AND 4
LiMEDLATELY AVALLABLE h‘OR GROUND mpmmm."r, HAVE BENN EPFFECTLVE IN .
DESTROYING SAALL GiROUPS OF VC ATTEAPTING 10 EVAUE/ESCAPE ATTACKING ARVM '
PORCES. Generally, when friendly lorces maneuver against a located
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VC unit, the VC scatter in small groups in an atteapt to ovade and/or escape
the friendly units. Usually these small groups are successful in reaching
concealed positions o> melding into the population before friendly units can
close with them, iimploying small reserves aloft in helicopters, orditing the
objective area, has provided a means of engaging these fleeing VC. Operating
under control of a fixed wing observation plane (L-19), this airborne reserve
lands to cut off small VC groups attempting to escape. After the engagement,
helicopters return any casuslties and/or prisoners to a neardy element of the
main body, then reload the reserve force and continue to search out amall
groups of VC. This system has proved to be a most effective way of overcaming

VC evasion tactics.

3. {U} The [oregoing is for your information and guidance.
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