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1. (U) INTRODUCTION: This issue of "Lessons Learned" is devoted

to "Eagle Flight Operations”, a method of employing heliborne forces in

counterinsurgency operations in the Republic of Vietpam. As the basis for
wthis paper specific operations which have been conducted by elements of
A_the 21st Infa.try Division, ARVN have been selected to illustrate the
::%actice and techniques employed. In general, coverage has been lirmited

o those lessons which experience has shown are peculiar to the current
<bituation and specific locale of South Vietnam. However, lessons can
::be derived which will be valuable in planning and conducting counterin- N
<-gurgency operations anywhere similar conditions exis o

&3
3 2. (U) BACKGROUND }/,. £ f
—d a. Definition. é;gle Flight” is basielly a type varistion 2

of the normal heliborne operation, developed in Vigtnem to: (1) come
plement the operations of committed heliborne or ground forces; (2)
extend the combat effectiveness of such forces; (3) operate independ-
ently, either alone or reinforced, on a variety missions. It is, as
ite name implies, a force capable of searching while soaring, pursuing its
prey, attacking in force, and withdrawing to sefk and atiack more prey.

: b. .General. Af e Flight Operatign is s tactical concept
involving the employment of & small, self-coniired, nighly trained hel-
iborne force. Tactical planning emphasizes tJe use of this force to
locate and engage the enemy or to pursue and ptteck an enemy fleeing a
larger friendly force. As an airmobile forcy "Eagle" 1s also prepared to
engage an enemy force located or fixed by other friendly sources. The
inherent flexibility of the Eagle Flight asja focrce ready for immedlate
commitment, either alone or in conjunction §ith other forces, is its most
significant feature. A wealth of experienck and opportunity to refine
techniques have been derived from this t of operation over the past
several months. While many Eagle Flights pave not resulted in contacting
the enemy the great potential of this technique-is combating insurgent
forces is spparent. o
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¢. Area of Operations. The generally fiat terralin of the Delta u»
region of South Vietnam is ideally suited to helicopter employament. Con- ) ;:

-

versely, its lack of adequate roads, great exparses of inundated land e
during the monsoon season, vast network of tree lined rivers and canals, { . :
and dense yet widely dispersed population make it a most difficult area .. ..
of operations for conventionally equipped land forces. These same hind« '«
rances to lend force ¢perations make the Delts region an ideal area for
insurgents. Minding, fixing and destroying the enemy thus become monmmentsl
tasks to challenge the imagination of tactical planners. Lagle Flight i
rations were created for this enviromment and are teilored to the con-
ons in this particular area of operations. They should be equally

ble to any area suited to helibopter employment in which the loeation,

o

-0

e basic Eagle Force consists of fowr— |
advisory elements (company com=
leaders, Artillery Forward ObsmE.‘-'
eter) mounted in fowr troop carrying == ~
Esgle Force is normally supported by — . .
licopters. PO

a. Task Organizat
squads of soldiers, plus command
mander, executive officer, fowr s
(optional), US Advisor and inte
helicopters, as shown below.

a flight of five armed escort

.

er
ator (AN/PRC 10 on ARVN frequen
U.8. Ad¥isor gAx/mc 10 on US frequency).
Artillery FO (optional) |
1st Squad

(For identification purposes in expediting loading and re-.
loading and as an aid to cammand control during operations each person
in thie)helieopter wears a RED scarf or piece of cloth affixed to his
uriform - ' .

(2) Helicopter Nc 2

THITE SESTION - - _
—_ Squad Leadar (AN/PRC 6 or 10 on ARVN frequency)
BUEF SEETION [ 22 8q ( / q' )

(Each person wears GREEN scarf or piece of cloth)

(3) Belicopter o 3

! Executive Officer (AN/PRC 6 or 10 on ARVN frequency)
| Squad Leader

I 3d Squad

! (Bach person wears BLUE scarf or plece of cloth)
S .
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(4) Helicoptar Jc b4, "dugle Dyail"

Squad Lexdlexr (AN/Pr¢ 6 or LO on ARVN mquoncy)
bth Bquad

(Bach persor wears YELL% soarf or plece of eloth)

b. Planning Considersticns. SHeveral of the following consider-
ations result directly from local eonditione and are peculiay only to
operations in Vietnam; e.g., lepguage difficulties encountered in sup-
porting the Eagle Force with ermed escort helicopters operated by U.8.
personnel.. Were the mntire force, ineluding s:upport elements, manned by
personnel of the same nationality several of these considerations would

be unnecessary.

(1) Esch squad should be armed witk & preponderance of
automatic weapons., Light machine guns mey be used although they have

proved somewhat unwieldy in past operations. M-T9 grenade lawnchers are
very effective and should be included if available; otherwise the MTA3

grenade launcher.

(2) It is highly desirable to provide for four additional
troop carrying helicopters on standby, commencing epproximately two
hours after the initial operation starts. These helicopters should be
dispatched to the operational area to replace the original helicopters
when refueling becomes necessary, thus eliminating sny delay in conduct
of the operation. i

(3) When operating independently fram other air-mobile
or ground forces an Eagle Force shculd be supported by fighter/bamber

aircraft.

(%) Helicopter availsbility may dictate alternations ir the
loading plan. In accommodating to changes ir helicopter avallability
the tactical integrity of squads ie sought. Any loading plan must also
provide for retention of the US Advisor-interpreter proximity.

(5) At least one O-1 type aircraft capable of operating
on the US Advisor's radioc net is essential for the purpose of spotting
and marking, and to act as a redio relay as needed. A second 0-1 oper-
ating on the ARVN radio net is desirable.

(6) Bach armed escort helicopter is required to carry an
ARVN observer. In past operations these observers usually have been
ARVN officers.

(7) It is highly desirsble that armed aircraft be capeble
of communicating on the infantry FM net in order that the US Advisor

UNCLASS\FIED 3
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may coordipate eir-ground operations whiu ta the ¢rcund, Coordination
between all ARVE forces snd U3 wnits/personnel perticipating in the oper-
ations is the responsibility of tne US Advissr, He has an AN/PRC 10 with
him on the ground and wears the crew chief''s headset while airborme in

the lead helicopter.
¢c. Missions.
(1) Reconnalssance in Force.

(a) An Eagle Force, reinforced by Tighter aireraft
ll.nd. mtpported by light fixed wing observation aircraft, can be assigned
the mission of probing for Viet Cong in several 25-50 square kilometer
areas, depending on the population densities irn the areas. Sectors of
search are assigned to the observation aircraft. Operating "on-the-deck"
they report on fleeing groups, armed persons, camouflaged individuals
and positions, concentrations of sampans. the general reactions of persons
in the search areas, arnd recammend posaibie landing zones.

(b) The ARVN Esgle Force Commender and the US Advisor
select the best targets while orblting in the lead helicopter, perform
closer inspection of the potential objectives and coordinate landing
and/or assault plans with the armed es:ort helicopters and fighter air-
craft. The armed helicopters acrmally make assavlt passes prior to
landings by the troop carrying helicopters. The Eagle Force lands and
contacts the enemy or screens the area and interrogates ceiviliane.

(¢) Reports are continuously made to higher headquarters
by the Eagle Force Commander using the airborne observation aircraft for
radio relay. The observetion aireraft aiso scouts beyond the ares attempt-
ing to detect enemy forces who have reacted tc the Eagle Force landing,
either by fleeing or prepering to attack.

(d4) If negative contact results, or upon completion
of the action, a pickup is arranged. The troop carrying helicopters,
under the cover of armed escort, complete the pickup and Eagle Force
is ready to continue its search or pursue any enemy reported by the obser-
vation aircraft.

(2) Reinforce an Airmobile Ferce.

(a) An Eagle Force can be zommitted to reinforce
an airmobile force. By Scheduling the arrival of the Eagle Force on-
station to coincide with the arrival of the initial 1ift of a heliborne
force at its objective, the Eagle Force in in position to engage immedi-
ately any guerrilles fleeing on foot or by sampans. Optimum results

4
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can be achieved by direct coordination tetween the US Advisor with each
unit on the ground and the US Advisor in the Eagle Force lead hellcopter,
using AN/PRC 10 radios on the US Advisor radio ret. Additional obser-
vation and reporting can be performed by ap Ol type-alreraft and by the
Eagle Force itself.

(v) If the Eagie Force is airtorne no more than five
minutes flying time is needed to reach the most distant sector of the
ground operation. Within en additional three minutes, or less, the landing
can be planned and coordinated within the Eagle Force and its armed escort
and executed. Fighter-bombers can also join in the attack.

(3) Reinforce & Ground For¢e. An Eagle Force can reinforce
a ground force by being placed on-station to operate in areas adjacent
t0 the committed uanit. The armed escorts can perform low level search
and target marking missions. Ccordination between the Eagle Force and
the grouni force can be accomplished as shown in subparagraph (2), ebove.

(4) Reinforce Itseif. When heavy oppceition is encountered
by & committed Eagle Force, or a requirement srises to block an exit
from the ares of contact, the Eagie Force can reinforce itself quickly
by using its fouwr empty troop carrying helicopters to bring additional
squads into action. Within a few minutes after receiving a request for
assistance relayed from the Eagle Forece US Adviszcr, four squads of soldiers
from the nearest unengaged friendly unit can be ready for pickup. Smoke
can be used to mark the landing zone fcr the pickup. Since the helicop-
ters will be in radio contact with the requessting force's US Advisor,
the reinforcements can be briefed en the wituzticn, assigned objJectives
and given landing instructiops while enroute,

(5) Reinforce Airstrikes. An Eagle Force can be landed
immediately following completien ¢f an airstrike to infilet additional
casualties and damage or engage swrviving elemerts of an enemy force.

{6) Vertical Blocking Force. In generslly open areas an
Eagle Force can agsist ground treops whese movemeat has become halted
or slowed by fire from snipers cr amall groups of epemy in covered or
concealed poaitions. The threat pused by the hovering Eagle Force and
the fires of the armed escort helicopters pin down the enemy while ground
forces maneuver to destroy.

(7) Immediate Reaction Force. Of particular velue in counter-
insurgency operations is the ability of an Eagle Fer:e to react immed-
iately in awpport of isolated outposts. Upcn rejuest of the outpost com-
mander, either that intelligence has reported enemy activity in the area
or that the outpost is under enemy attack, sn Eugle Ferce can be dispatched
to assault the enemy force. The benefit to morsaie amung personnel in

5
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such outposts, coupled with the resultant enhancement of prestige by the
government, forces in protecting its popuilation from insurgents, is great.

(8) Covering Force. An Eagle Force can be given a mis-
sion to provide cover for surface movement in the protection-.of boat and
road traffic. 8ince this is a costly mission in terms of forces and

eguipment 1t should be given only in cases involving extremely high priority

movements.

4, (U) TECHNIQUES OF RMPLOYMENT: A detailed ddscussion of the
techniques of planning and employment of DEagle Forces, based upon the
experience gained through actual operations in Scuth Vietnam, is attached
as Inclosure 1. The discussion includes techniques of planning and ex-
ecution, diagrams of flight and landing formations and an arter-actipn

operational summary.

5. (CMHA) LIMITATIONS OF EAGLE FORCE OPERATIONS: In certain res-
pects the Eagle Force concept has ipherent weaknesses, Scme will remain;
others, notably in the field ¢f communications, will be minimized or
eliminated through technological improvements. As stated earlier in
discussing planning considerations; langrage difficulties arise from part-
icipation by personnel of different netionslities in operetions im Viet.-
nam. To overcome these problems additionel communications equipment is
employed and procedures adapted to the conditions. Thus a limitation
develops that would be less epparent in a homogeneous force. The fol-
lowing ere some identified limitetions and weeknesses of an Esgle Force:

a. Reliance on Suitable Terrain. An Eagle Force can be em-
ployed successfully only in generally open terraln appropriate for hel-
icopter operations. Extended areas without suitable landing zones,
which would tend to "swallow" a emall force, which would render the armed
escort support useless, or which would limit. landing zonee to only & few
that could be ambushed by the enemy prohibit successful employment of

an Eagle Force.

b. Vulnerability of Helicopters. Helicopters, and the Esgle
Force itself, are particularly vulnerable to enemy ground fires during
assault landings. In some cases, to be effective and to preclude an
exhausting and possibly unsuccessful pursuit on foot, the Eagle Force
nust be landed amid or immediately sdjacent to the enemy. It has not
been unusual %0 have the first enemy casualties caused by the crew chief's
submachine gun fire during the final approach.

¢. Limited Combat Power.
(1) An Esgle Ferce is, basically, a small force of four
6
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squads of soldiers. Upon landing its combat power 1s limited to the
skill and fire power of the asquads. The force itself usually. carries

- no mechine guns or mortars.

(2) Often the force is sepersted by & terrain festure; e.g.,
- capal or tree line. If upon landing, these mmall forces are surprised
by & large enemy force they cannot ba extricated easily since the heli~
copters would be extremely vulnerable to loss if called in during &

heavy fire fight.

(3) The Eagle Force cannot move by stealth since its mode
of travel advertises its presence well in advance.

(4) The force is dependent upon considerable support; the
more independent its mission the mcre support it requires. Coordination
of the force and its supporting elements 1s of paramount importance.

6. (CMHA) LESSONS LEARNED:

8. In general, the lessone learned from the employment of
Eagle Forces were derived from inltisl operations and have resulted in
refinements to techniques employed in later operations. These refinements
are found-in the form of improvements in the fields of selected equipment,
identification and command control procedures, communication procedures
and coordination between the force and its supported and supporting ele-

ments.

b. The following significant lessons leerned, although implied
in the foregoing discussion, warrant restating:

(1) To prevent being ambushed or defested in detail a
massed landing should be sought whenever possgible.

(2) Unless the commander is reasonab y certain of the size,

strength and disposition of the enemy force a landing zone should be
selected that will place the force beyond effestive small arms range of

the enemy.

(3) In attacking an enemy force located near 3 canal a
landing formation should be chosen that wiil place part of the Eagle
Force on the opposite bank to block escape.

(4) Eagle Force limitations and weaknesses must be thore
oughly understood by pianners.

(5) The Eagle Force should not attempt tc unload and assault
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in flooded areas greater than 3 ?eet in depth. In such cages’ trooyl
should he landed on adjacent high ground and commandeer boats: or sampans
ror use to complete their mission.

| (6) There is e gerater need Zfor closer coordl.u'bion ‘batieen
Tagle Force and friendly ground forces in the avea of aptrltionl, to .
include the establishment of recognition eignals.

g

(T) The commander should evaluate thoroughly the nature
of the target prior to selecting & landing formation.

(8) Troops must receive & last minute orienmtation on the
direction of the objective prior to unloading .t the target area.

(9) The language barrier, coupled with the noise of the
helicopters, makes the use of simple hand and whigtle signa.ls esgential
to the success of the operation.

1 Incl DELK M. ODEN
Techniques of Planning and Brigadier General, UHA
Employment w/3 Inclosures Chief C
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1, Factors in Planning a lLanding: Experience has shown that several
_factors must be considered in planning for e landing, - Thies planning must
be accomplished immediately upon arrival cver the selected.target arsd, . .
It mst be thorough, but done quickly, since the enemy already will have
commenced.to react tc the presence of the attacking force. Thus, plaming,
reaching decisions, and communicating these decisions in the form of in-
structions to the force and its supporting elements must be virtually
simultaneous. The following factors are considered by the Bagle Force

commander,

a, Are the suspected personnel actually enemy forces? The’
possibility 1s great for mistaking friendly Self Defense Corps personnel,
armed and dressed in black or nondescript uniforms, for Viet Cong., Gen-
erally, the Viet Cong will run, attempt to hide or fire at the helicopters;
SDC or Civil Guard soidiers will usually wave for recognition, Llack of
communication means and a positive means of ldentification compound this

problem.

b. What is the proximity of the target to heavy vegetation? How
many enemy are visible? In selacting the landing zone care must be
exercised to minimize the poassibility of landing in a preplammed ambush
based on hidden enemy forces,

c. Is the enemy force massed or scattered, organized to fight
or disorganized? Decision regarding use of a pre-assault airstrike,
choice of landing formation and selection of landing zone are affected
by the enswers to this guestion.

d. Is the logical target bisected by a canal or similar terrain’
feature? Choice of landing formation, selection of landing zone(s), and
decision regarding capability of split force against the enemy are affect-
ed, -

€. Is the wﬁter in the rice paddies too deep for force to
maneuver effectively? Selection of landing zcne is affected,

2, Techniques of Target Designation.

a, Oral description. The use of compass and clock directions
in orally describing a target and landing zone is mandatory since in an
area dense with canals and groves the mere reference to a canal would be
meaningless, A typical landing instruction to the helicopter leader
might be: "The canal running from NE to SW about 500 meters out on our
2 o'clock position is the baseline., Do you see it?" 1nAt 3 o'clock on
the base line, & small clump of trees on the canal is the center of mass,
can you identify it?" "Land numbers one and two on the NW side and numbers

'...'.i.,rl" » nc.. S em
Inclosure 1 MO R e N Bl U AR L e R
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three and four on the S®. Ksep both sections 300 meters out from the
canal .,

b, Marking by tracer amaunition or smoke grenades.

. c. Vectoring helicoptera over targst by pilots of other aircraft
who have observed it.

3. Landing Formations: There ies a wide range of choices of landing
formations. Selection must be based on nature and sige of target and the
terrain features in the target area. Inclosure 1 is a diagram showing
examples of possible formations. Pictures of actual operations are attached
as Inclosure 2. Bxperience in South Vietnam operations has shown that the
following choices against specific targets are workable: (Refer to Inclo-
sure 1 for diagram of namad fomations?? .

2. To assault against enemy forces in groups up to 50, disorga-
nized and in the open, and depending upon how heavily they are armed, a
landing formation known as the %half box" is chosen. It provides a "3
o'clock exit® for all troops thus eliminating the nece=sity for any troops
to move around the helicopters before assaulting. The enemy is caught in
crossfire between the two lines of assaulting forces,

b, To screen & large open area following an airetrike, or to
search for Viet Cong hiding under water or in high grass, the Eagle Porce
troop carrying helicopters are lauded in "line" formation, with about
100 meters separation betwsen helicopters.

c. To attack a large enemy force reported to be in dense vege-
tation the helicopters are landed in "line™ formation about 300 meters
away. A closer landing may place the force in an ensmy ambush. If the
eneny force is reported to be small, tha helicopters are landed in "line®
much closer to prevent enemy from escaping before assault.

d. In order to trap an enemy force hiding in groves along the
banks of a canal the “open box" landing formation is used. Two aircraft
land on each side of the canal forming a box roughly 300 meters on a side.
Squads assault and direct their fires at the inclosed target,

L., Execution of Assaults

a. Once the commander has selected his target and decided upon
his landing formation and plan of assault he must communicate his decisions
to the helicopter pilots and the armed escort helicopter flight leader.
Time will not permit prior briefing of each squad in helicopters 2,3, and 4.

b. Since the forces are not thoroughly briefed on either

UNCLASSIFIED
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the landing fermation or tha as:cuit plan;, unless ground winds absolutely
prohibit the pilots attezpt to lend in a direction which provides the
troops a %3 o'clock™ exit towarc the objective, If they cannot, crew
chiefs, draw a directional arrow on a plece of paper indicating the
direction of the objectivas as it will appear to the soldiers as they

emarge frcm the helicopter.

¢, Immediately upon landing, squads are assombled rapidly and
control quickly gained by the commender and his squad leaders.

d. The U.S. Advisor immediately establishes radio contact with
the orbiting empty helicopters and, through the O-1 typé observation air-
craft radio relay, reports to the division headquarters.

. de On the objective the troops must work rapidly to screen the
area; kill or capture the enemy, apprehend suspects and prepare to reload.

G-Inn- an l-a1. ann. 4- more affective when airborna antl nmued L XY

a.tttok excuaivo tino is not spent on the ground following tho assoult
or capture of enemy. If & more lucrative target is reported to the empty
orbiting helicopters by other units a red smoke signal is dropped as a

signal to prepare for pick-up,
5. Execution of Pickup following Assault.

a. Reloading the Force,

(1) Upon completion of the ground action the cosmander
studies the area and determines the center of mass of each squad. He
insures that the area is secure before the helicopters land. If terrain
permits, the troops are formed in a column of squads; approximately 30
meters between squads, with the 1at squad (RED) up-wind. However if a
squad 1s widely separated from the force, possibly separated by a canal,
it can be reloaded in place, provided a suitable landing zone is avail-

able.

(2) The U.S. Advisor contacts the helicopter flight leader
by radio, informs him of the wind direction and identifies the landing
zone(s). It is SOP that should radio communications fail, the formation
of troops in line of squads in pickup formation is the signal that the
area is secure and that the force is ready te reload.

(3) As shown earliier on the loading plan, each squad has a
color code as indicated by the acarf or piece of cloth worn on their un-
iforms. (RED - 1st; GRERN - 2d; BLUE - 3d; YRLLOW - Lth) Bach helicopter
is designated by a correspond:lng coler code. Thus identification for
pickup and reloading iz simplified.

b. While awaiting return of the helicopters and during all
loading operations each squad maintains close security of the a The

’  UNCLASSIFIED
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armed escort helicopters continue to orbit, protecting the helicopters
and troops during reloading operations.

(1) Reloading is nearly always dones while the helicorters
maintain partial power since the open areas are generally swamps or water
covered rice paddies much of the year. If the helicopter is carrying
nearly full fuel load (early in the operation), or if prisoners aboard
cause the load to exceed twelve men, it will require an obstacle-clear
distance of about 900 meters in an up-wind direction for takeoff. Rach
helicopter should teke off as soon as loaded in order to minimize time on
the ground, a period of great vulnarabilily.

(2) Prior to 211 Bagle Flight operations all seats are
removed from the cargo compartments of the troop carrying helicopters.

During tha operations no equipment is tied down.

UNCLASSIFIED

6. Signals: The following are examples of signals employed during
recent operations,

a, Hand and Arm Signals: Two basic sigmals given bythe crew
chiefs of the troop carrying helicopters to the assault troops upon landing

for purposes other than assaulting enemy forces are:

(1) If landing on or near friendly troop positions the
crew chief places his hand over the muzzle of a shoulder--fired weapon as

a signal that troops are not to fire upon landing.

(2) If a landing isto be made for the purpose of changing

to refueled helicopters, the crew chief make a signal similar to the
penalty signal for *back field in motion® to indicate that troops are to

dismount but not deploy for assault.

b. Thunderer Whistle Signals: (Given by cammander and repeated
by sach squad leader)

(1) 7Two blasts to indicate "cease fire™.

(2) Thres blasts to indicate “action complete, assemble
for reloading at position being shown".

7. 4n operational swmmary of an Bagie Force action of 22 May 1963
is attached as Inclosure 3 for information.

& UNCLASSIFIED




1-ANDING FORMATIONS

Re b 4
:; Attack
¥ n—ﬁ-—-_—x '

Attack
HALF BOX

Anock

%%:ﬁ»

Direction of

Fllgl\f
LINEC
X X |
( Objective In ony direction
from center of box.)
X Box

Box used for maximum control and #iuid situation.

OPEN BOX
Open box used for small targets and mop-up operaticns.

NOTE: |. Treli foimoﬂon maey appeor to make landing o one side of
canal, lift off and strike VC fleeing on opposite side .

2. As troops attack the near side of tree line armed ucon
mahkes passes on for side.

3. Trell formation usually used for surch missions.

~ INCL 1 TO INCL | wmmm UNCLASSIFIED




FLIGHT FORMATIONS

Eagle Trail

TRAIL FORMATION ARMED ESQORT :

e @—*
F@F

Eagle Leader Eagle Trail

COLUMN FORMATION
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OPERATIONAL SUMMARY UTILIZING FAGLE FORCES

: Duc Thang 17/42

DATE: 22 May 1963
PIACE: 21st Division Tactical Area, Vicinity Eac Lieu, Ba Xuyen Province

CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 21st Infantry Division

SSION: 21et Division (-) attacks at 220700 May, north from Xom Phuoc
Thanh to kill or capture enemy forces in the area; heliborne strike
force "Eagle" attacks targets of opportunity.

5

NARRATIVE: The plan envisioned one battalion attacking on two "axes of
advance", a Ranger Company in a mobile blocking role; one Mll3 compeny
with one Ranger Company in a screening role and the 21st Division Re=-
connaissance Company and one Ranger Company as "Eagle" forces., The

plan was considered to be tightly controlled for ground troops but ex-
tremsly flexible in regards to use of "Eagle!", The 21st Recon Co and
the 362d Ranger Co provided 4O selected personnel to be employed as

an "Eagle" strike force hovering over the area of operation, prepared

to strike targets of opportunity, block escape routes and reinforce units
on the ground.

The "Eagle" force was divided into four 1C man squads, each squad
wearing a distinctive colored scarf for identification and control
purposes., Six (6) armed UH-1B's (escort) and four (4) unarmed UH-1B's
(troop transport) were employed, "Eagles" mission were, blocking,
searching, reconnaissance in force and attacking enemy troops flushed by
foot troops,

The armed UH-1B's in addition to their normal mission of escort and
close-in fire support, provided an excellent means of rapidly evacusting
PON's from the area of operation. PW's were evacuated by the armed
UH-1B's on their return trips from the area of operation for refueling.
Evacuation thus relieved the ground units from having to sacrifice much
needed troops for guard duty.

During this operation "Eagle" conducted seven landings, accounted
for 32 snemy KIA and captured 21 prisoners. Ground units captured an
additional 34 POW's. Armed UH-1B's of “"Eagle" evacusted all of these

prisoners.
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