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1. (U) ittached =s Inclosure 1 are the latest "Lessons Learned"
from counterinsurgency operations in the denuslic of Vietnsm.

2. (U) ihe infornation contained in "Lessons Learned! is primarily
intended for vse vy US advisors in Vietnoi. Lessons may be of value for
direct application, or they may simply reinforce existing tactics, tech-
niques,; or docirine.

3. (Cis) This docum#nt is classified COMFIDENTILL to permit free-
dom of expression and careful analysis of operational methods and tactics
of the Republic of Vietnsm irmed Forces, to protect US advisor-counterw
part relations and to deny sny possiblc use by insurgent forces. Snecial
handling is reguired under the applicable provisions of DA-DCII (i) when
relensed to friendly naticns. Release to personnel of the Republic of
Vietnam will be governed by the wrovisions of ;ACV slemo &, 13 Oct 62 and
VALG Hemo 380-4, 14 Tov 63. Sanitized versions of this informetion omit-
tinzg dates, names of loca'ions end particip:ting versonuel and units may
be prepared for instructional rurposes and/or offici:l US army publica-
ticns,

4. (U) Coimments, questions and reguests for changes in distribution
should be addressed to this hezdguarters, AYUTN: O&T Division, USAS.C.

FOR %z CHIEF:

1 Incl / OBERTR. PiID

as Lt Col, AGC
Adjutant
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3. (CMHA) AITUST OPIRATLONS. A

a. General. Ambush opcrations are dependent on current infor-
mation of the VC location, movement paitern, and size of his forces. Uince
the bull: o VC movement is at nizht, most of +the ambush operations are eXe-
ecuted at night. Units patrol durin: thc day and set aribushes at night.
The size of thce ambush force to be employed and method of execution depend
primarily on its purpose; i.e., whether the ambush is to harass or destroy
the enemy by use of a deliberate ambush or an ambush of opportunity.

b. idssions performed by ambush forces.

(1) Canturing or destroying VC a<wtack or raid forces in the
vicinity of populated areas,

(2) £frbushes utilized as a dofensive wmeasure in protecting
hamlets and villases,

(3) Capturing or destroying grovps of VC as they atienpt to
leave or re-enter their war zones.

(4) Anbushes executed in order o capture or kill VC leaders.,

(5) Ambushes set by stay-behind forces in conjunction with
tactical operations.

(6) 1In search and clear operations ambushes are s:t to inter-
cept the eneny being driven into the ambush position by the searching clement,
This ambush mission can be used in conjunction with the "fire flush" and
"rabbit hunt" technicues of searchin: an arca,

(7) Ambushes conducted against targets of opportunity.

c. Types of aibushes. ‘uc twvo general types of ambushes employed
are deliberate ambushos and ambushes of onnortunit:s ‘ther can be employed
against voth veh culer snd personnel terzets,

(1 A deli.erate anbush is one in which the ambush unit is
assirmced a specific nission. 2t is normally bascd on detailed intelligence,
to 1nclude size, couposition and organization of the eneny force, and the
time the force will reach certain points or areas, ‘Tien this information
is not availa.le an arca ambush may be established with several deliberate
noint ambusies located along the probable avenucs of approzch. Also, stay-
behind natrols can cstablish an area ambush by placing deliterate ambush
positions on several ovjioctives that have been nreviously cleared. Deliberate
ambushes also are emnloyed outside strategic hamlets for defense of the hamlet

HISSVIONN,

and to warn of an avtack,
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SUBJECT: ILessons Learned Number 39: Ambush Operations (U)
70 See Distribution

1. (U) INTRODUCIION: This edition of "Lessons Learned" is concerned
with ambush operations employed in counterinsursgency operations by the
Army of the Repudlic of Vietnam (4aV1), Previously mublished Lessons
Learned on this subject (Mwibers 10, 15 and 21) are still considered
valid; the lessons cove:ed herein should be considered as augmenting
previous coverage,

2. (CHMEA) BACKCROUND:

a. Definition. 4An anbush is a surprise attack upon a moving
or temnorarily halted enemy with the mission of destroying or capturing
he enemy force.

be General.

(1) Based on the frequency of use by ARVl forces, the
ambush can be considered as a basic technique in counterguerrilla war-
fare. The ambush was also a rimary technicue used by the British in
fighting zuerrillas in ialaya.

(2) The use of ambushes should not be considered as a
defensive tactic. Whnen properly planned and agsressively euployed they
represent an effective offensive operational means of defeating enemy
forces and.limitin ' his freedom of movement. In Vietnam, where Viet
Cong (VC) movement is frequently under the cover of darkness, use of

night ambushes is of great importance.

(3) 'The effect of a successful ambush program is not mea-
sured merely by num.ers of VC ca sualties. Denial or restriction of
freedom of novement, .oth during the day and the night, is a most impor=-
tant benefit from an ambush hrorraq because the guerrilla must be able to
move in order to live. The continuous harassment, restriction of move-
ment and inability to acquire supplies resulting irom such a program have
an adverse effect on guerrilla morale and efficicncy.
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(2) Ain anbush of opportunity is one in which available infor-
mation of enemy activity does not permit »lanning or establishing an ambush
at a specific time, point or in a :artlcular area, This type ambush is
normally employed wh:n friendly forces see the enemy first and quickly es-
tablish an ambush to surprise and destroy him. The course of action to
follow is determined at the time the opportunity for ambush arises. Units
must be thoroughly trained in the techniques of rapidly establishing ambush
positions. Also, patrols may be directed to move to an area, establish an
ambush, and ambush the first protitaile target that appears. 4n example
of an ambush of opportunity is shown at.Inélosure 1.

d. Composition of the ambush force., The ambush force is normally
composed of an assault element, supwort element and a security element.

(1) The assault element captures or destroys the enemy. It
consists of the ambush coumander, a killing group and & secarch party. The
mission of the killing group is to Xill or canture the VC, The mission of

the search party, is to search the dead and wounded for docunents, and pick
up weapons and ammnition and equipment.

(2) The support element provides fire support for the assault
element. This element is armed vith a machine gun(s) and/or mortars and
mines. The support element prevents the enemy from escaping through the
front or rear of the killing zone. If & demolition team is to be employred
it is 2 part of the support element.

(3) TThe security element protects the assault and su.port ele-
nents and covers the avenues of epproach into the ambush site that the VC
may use to reinforce the ambushed force. This element also covers the with-
drawal of-the assault and support elements and secures the rally point.

e, Appropriate ambush areas and sites.

(1) Lreas. DNumerous night ambushes sho:ld be laid along
railroads, roads, trails and waterways which the VC must use to approach
hamlets and villages. These likely approaches can be deduced if required
intelligence is not known. Sites for amiushes can be found in remote areas
by a close study of those locations wheré the VC contact the population '
while they are working in the fields. These ambushes should be set before
dawn and prior to the arrival of the workers in the field. Since the VC
leaves his safe areas to enter populated areas, ambushes also should be
laid along roads and trails and approximately 15-20 kilometers out from the
perineter of the ponulated areas.

(2) Sites. Once *hc area for anbush operations has been
determnined the actual sites are selected. Ambushes are most effective
when the site selected confines the VC to an area where he can be des-
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troyed. Natural obstacles are numerous in Vietnam for ambush positions,

such as cliffs, streams, embankments, and narrov trails and rocds with

canals on either side. 4in indirect approach should be used to enter the
ambush site, otherwise the VC will detect the fricndly movement and employ

an ambush against GVN forces. 4t times use of circuitous route may require
threc to four days to reach the ambush site. A patrol may be forced to occupy
an emvush site vwell ahead of the arrival of the target. Patience is essen-
tiel if secrecy is to be maintained. Therefore, units must be prepared to
remain in ambush arcas for a minimum of a week and often as long as a month.

f. Amoush formations. Typical ambush formations beinz cmployed
in Vil are lincar, "I" shape, "V" shape, and "Pinwhecl" formetions. These
formations con be e loyed effectivcly as deliberate ambushes or ambushes

> An explenation with skcetches of these formations is at
Inclosures 2 through 5.

g. Ambushes employed in defense of & hanlet. Onelil size ambushes
are established outside a hamlet to warn of the direccion of a VO aitaci.
These ambushes are located 500 to 1000 meters from each corner or side of
the healet and on likely VC avenues of apuroach. ‘hese positions are varied
and moved one or more times to preclude setvting a patiern. In addition
to thesc ambush positions, ambushes are planned inside tic homlet with =
plamned and rchearsed course of action for cach possiblc sitnation. [a-
ployment of an ambush inside a hamlct is shown at Inclosurc 6 and 7.

h. Ambushes set Dy stay-bchind forces. In scarch and clear oper-
ations, scarch forces establish ambushes in arces whore the VO will most
likely return. Thesc may be ambushes of onportunity or deliburate ambushes.
Inclosure 8 describes ambu.hes set -y stay-behind forces.

i, Demolition Ambushes. Point or arca ambushes may be demolition
amoushes, deliberatc ambushes or ambushes of opportunity using mines in con-
Junction with assault and security clements. Demolition personnel are a mrt
of the supnport element. An cxample of a deliberate point ambush with mines
is shown at Inclosurc 9. Also an example oi an ambush of opportunity with
the use of mines is described at Inclosurcs 10 and 11. ©he followin: are
considerations in planning for a donolition ambush:

(1) In selecting terrain: Choose terrain slong a path, trail
or road bordcred by woods, brush, swamp, culs or watver., Flace ambush on a
hill or curve if Jossinle. Jhon negotiating hills or curves, VC moving ele-
ments cre sloved down, therefore .ecoming nore vulnerable to fire.

(2) Hecessary information of the VO prior to sclecting the
site is time, terrain and movement of target.

(3) Construction of mincs, fragnentation charses and demol-
itions (main and branch lincs).
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(4) Placcment of iwincs &nd/or charges. (Nuaber of mines to
cmploy is dependent upon size of targot&)

J. Wight ambush., The rinciples of aiush onzrations discussed
above apply to nizht ambushes as well as dey ambushes. However, at night
sone modifications may be requircd. Concealnent is clentiful et night, but
obscrvation is limited and fire is loss aceurato. Therefore, weapons must
be properly sited to ensure complete coverage of the killing zone with firc.
Jeapon ficlds of fir. should be fixed by stckes. Positions should be closer
togetiaer for botter cont.ol. Ambush positions should be occupied at night
hut after a day light roconneissance if feasible. Flar.s should be uscd
when evailable to support toe ambush force. Infrarcd weapon sights may be
uscd by ambush forces to view personncl and objects in the dork; meke it
possibl: to firc on apuropriate targets at nigzghts and send and receive pre-
deternined code sisncls by using thc lizht source to transmit and the
telescope to receive, IF required and available, luminous tape or paint
marizings may be used for identification.

ke S21l boats used in ambushes.

(1) In pertially inundated arcos such as in the Delta, small
boats con be used to position tho ambush force ~né conduct rapid pursuits
or withdravals from ambush sitcs. 3oat-tronsyorted forces are not limited
to layinz waterway ambushces; they con operate in any arca reasonably access-
ible by water,

2 Stealth in movenent to position cion be achioved by usin
P N

paddles or poles to propel tac boats, instead of motors. Boats con drift
to positivn with the current or tidal flow. Hovever, while paddling or

. . b
drifting to position, motors should be affixed to the Loats (in the u

- & ’ . .
position) so that they can be uscd upon enciy contact. omall ambush parties
can ve left behind when patrols stop ond dismount to observe or ruconnoiter.
This toechnique is useful only if boot forces commonly opurate with frequent
hzlts ond debarikations, ond if the stay-bchind ambush party is small in
conparison to the total force.

(3) mother the ambush is emnloycd to cover a road, trail, or
watervay, the force normally doberls and takes up concoaled positions. Boat
crowzen remain in or near tucir craft, which arce carcfully concealed. The
cubush sceurity teen lender is made rusponsible for sceurity of the boatss
boat crewnen are under his coutrol during occuption of the ambush site.

(4) Because several hours of waiting arc vsually required at
the anbush site, changes in level and direction of strcan flow of ten occur.
Phe ambush comender must anticiprtc these chon es and plen his anbush
eround thin., Changes in the level of the woter dnc to tides moy require
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reloying weapons in a weterwey amoush. At ¢hbb tide, boats nay be strended,
or sone withdrawal routes moy bocone too shollow for usc. The direction
of apyroach of encuy boats ey be bes.d on the direction of currcat flow.
These frctors must 211l be considercd in choosiny the locaition, time, and
nethod of cmhwush,

1. Fir o deteiled discussion of arhush doctrinc and tzctics,
: F17 31-16, "Counterjuerrilla uperations, FM 21-75 and the "octics
jiie} hnlunu of Countcrinsurgent Opcrations' nanual,

4 (CiH:)  LBESSONS LikR¥sD. The following significant lessons learned
in ambush operations, although implied in the foregoing discussions, warrant
resta tings

. The embush is the basic tacticnl technique in counterguerrilla
warfare.

b. As ARV rocgoins control of arcas cnd establishes hawmlets,
the VO will heve to remain mobile in order to contect the loczl populstion,
Thorefore the VO will becor. more vulneraile to ARVH ambush operations.
Since the VC is forced to nove in smell groups at ni ht, it is nccessary to
enploy niaght ambushes,

Ce ﬂl :ht ambushes employed outside and plenncd inside heomlets
are effeetive necasures in defense of hanly ts.

d. Vhen the VO is reguired to novg from his war zones to contact

the poople, ARVE aubushes ere offective gainst the VO within end without
the periphery of thas wor zonc. \
~ "l "(;/.ﬂ
! N ./ »’:j‘ . ,
11 Incl D' X il. ODEN
as rigadier General, USA
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Road or .E.M.._.
or Open Area
> a » » » S _.\
(Point element sets up ambush) )]
\ upon detecting enemy movement \\
— : .
, /
/
/

V\E._n».oou moves to establish a

Rifle Co (=) moves wo blocking position. -

establish a blocking posi~
tion. One platoon is left
for security.

1

(Friendly forces)

. Imel 1
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LINEAR FORMNATION

Road, Trail
or Qf)en Area
(Rifles & Automatic Weapons)
(60 mm Mortar, ¥ines, Booby)
o T (Traps, Claymore Mines, )
(Grenade Iaunchers )
(Assault and Support Elementa)
Security @ '@ Security :
(Automatic Weapons Rally (Atrtcmtic Weapons) '
Point

Incl 2 ' 7
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Road, Trail
or Open Area

Incl &4

V" SHAPE FORMATION

@ Security

\\\

mﬁﬁgﬂ.ﬂ Elements

@ Security
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PINVMEEL FORMNATION
(OOMBINATION OF. nym FORMATIONS)

May be enployed at road or trail junctions, or in jungle areas-;""
: Enemy can be ambushed from any direction.

#1
Enemy Situation

@ Ambush leader

Incl 5

In these sittutions #1 and #2 assault elements switch to preselected
alternate positiens to engage the eneny.

In order to provide support. j,n all directions the support element is
deployed in center of the ambush position,
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(Ambush )

o o o o Artillery Concentrations

(o]
0
R [0}
o («#Lerve
unit|of 8 ©
° wi yith
VC Deceptio o & mathine
p n » m) B o
Do °
° o
0 o
[»)
Q
o
° )
o © o o Four to six man ambush
Ambush to warn of direction
(Ambush) A _ 7 of VC attack.
, _ LoPated 500 meters to
Platoon ' ¢ " 1 from each cornmer

of+he hamlet.

~ The concept of the plan is to ferce theVCiint$ attempting a hasty witKdrawal through
the front gate. If the VC attatking force attempts to withdraw through the gate the -
ambush element by the gate with artillery support will destroy them. If the enemy
chooses to breakout to their left the mines will stop them and they will be in a
cross fire from the blocking and ambush force. If the VC tries to back-out by return-
ing through the breach in the wall he will be stopped hy ertillery and the outside
ambush force. This type ambush can be planned for any po#¥on or cormer of the hamlet.
A +2-mem “squad can combat a }Iciplatoon with this effectiv¥‘plan.

Incl 6
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"V SUAPED ANBYSY SET INSIDE NAKNLET

Y \ |

HAMLET AREA
I
/ N | »\b\
Ecuw Force ‘ |\, Ambush monmo
>¢Qwa B
Force.

If the VC wga_um& to change directiom the ambush forces on either side
~of the entrance can block and take them under fire.
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~ —_ "(ﬂ}t{mbnsh

\ VC may move here Here)

B %

Blocking Force

|
I
L, .
D .
4 * R
(% \[_ > :
s — N
h here) '
LooF
| ,
- | g .
! | \7
4 : * | . |
(Set Ambush here)
Blocking Force

Area search forces leave small sized stay behind force to establish
‘an ambush on various objectives or on all ob:)ectives

Incl 8
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. POINT AMBUSH WITH MINES

(2-60 or Blmm Mortar shells as minés electrically detonated)
.~ . # Parados . Parados '
Rosd or Trail / N

2

-7y A I B "f .\\\\\\Sewﬁv

Automatic Weapon

_/

N _—

Security:
Automatic Weapon Assa Element and Support Elegent

Detonating " Detonating
(Wire) Mine (Wire)

Positions of the ambush elements are flexible since they
can be placed behind the mines or on the flank of the mines.. Rally
The parados deflects the mines explosive power in the desired Point
direction, into the killing zone. ;

* Parados. The excavated spoil or bank behind a trench or fox hole that protects
personnel from fire and from being seen against the skyline. Im conjunction-with

_ mines the spoil is packed bshind the mine to control the direction of the

~ ' sicn as it occurs ~

L ¢
ambush.

NOTE: The M-18, Claymore mine is ideal for this ty:
Incl 9
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- . AMBUS

sm!'!! HA&LINO !TH !RIZED

H OF OPPORTUNITY

WITH USE oF MINES

- UNC
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%ﬁ,- -— Friendly Forces
e )
7/

/»

/

~ Blocking position and
<l Base of fire placed here.

@ Hasty mine 60mm Mortar round

VC maneuver elements

-

Ambush of opportunity executed with use of 60Omm mortar rounds as mines,
These mines are hastily placed as the VC maneuvers to both or either flank upon
being fired on by the friendly base of fire. See Enclosure 1ll. .

The M-18, Claymore mine can be used effectively in ambushes of opportunity.

Incl 10
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MASTY MINE LAYVING TECHNIQUE
INCLASSIFIED  teussres

7 /¥ (Batteries in pockets)

» (Detonat%ng wire is mpped around
\ the bodﬁ or in a roll on soldiers
® back)

" o

Mines are pre-wired except for aifachment to the batteries and can be
employed immediately. Mine is set and as the soldier moves to the rear the

wire is nnwound and prepared for firing.
Incl 11
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