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1. (U) Attached as Inclosure 1 is the latest "Lessons Learned" 
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Lessons Learned ?Junber 42: VC Rnployment of Land Mines. 

'3370 
Ser: 01361 

7 October 1961r. 

See Distribution I!!!!! 
. 

from counterSnsurgency operations in the Republic of Vietnam. 

2. (U) The information conta%ned in "Lessons Learned" is primarily 
intended for use by US Adtisors in Vietnam. Lessons may be of value for 
direct application, or they may srimply rein+'orce existing tactics, techniques, 
or doctrine. 

3. (CMHA) Attached document is classified CONFIDENTIAL to permit free- 
dom of expression and careful analysis of operational methods and -i;nctics of 
the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, to protect US advisor-counterpart re- 
lations and to deny any possible use by insurgent forces. Special handling is 
?xquired under the applicable provisions of DA-DCMI(A) when released to friend- 
1~ nations. Release to personnel of the Republic of Vietnam will be governed 
by the provisions of +ZV Directive 380-4, XI. Apr 64. Sanitized versions of 
this information omitting dates, names of locations and participating person- 
Mel and units may be prepared for instructional purposes and/or official US 
m, levy, or Air Force publications. 

4. (U) Comments, questions and requests for changes in distribution 
should be addressed to this headquarters, ATTN: 5323. 
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St’rnCT: Lessons Learned Number 4-2: VC &@oyment of La&Mines 

TO: See Distribution 

1. (U) INTRODUCTION: This issue of "Lessons Learned" is concerned with the 
W use of land mines. It is published to: 

&. Rnphasize the fact that the employment of such weapons is increas- 
ingc 

b. Provide information for the purpose of lessening the effects of mines. 
C. Stimulate the thinking of all Divisors on methods of countermine war- 

fftrc trhich can be employed by US advfsox and RV%W -tits. 

2. (CMRA)~~GROUND: 

a. The Viet Gong have long &monstia-bed that they are experts in the 
!rse of mines to attain terroristic or military goals. A recent study of VC mining 
:xihents which have occurred since June 1962 has given some insight into the fre- 
xz~cy and techniques of VC land mine emp1open-t. This study was the basis of 
~~kxx whMn are now taking place in MAW in ZQ ~~cm@ to lessen the impact which 
nWx?ssft~x VC mine operations have on RVEAI? x&Wary actions and on GVN attempts 
+.'.cI gain the: confidence of the IpoT*aeikiC;ao Aum-sg ihe areas receiving additional 
. T$wm3 are: 

(1) Countenmine trciting et the .AENN Engineer School and National 
:,:.g!fning Centers. 

(2) The education ti‘ ~P&lf~'=d"~s in Men-tiffication of VC mines. 

(3) The tixploitation of c%%ian casualties from mines and the 
~~:,ab;ishment of monetary incentives fez cTvL1ie.nc to report the presence of 
3,' 1, *.,i:L.T. and mine fPelds. 

(4) Increased defoEzli;fon along pdncipal. roads to deter VC 
T!* ?kmpts to emplace mines on these roads. 

b. The study indicated that the ef%c*i;s of VC mines have greatly in- 
i-+T3iSed. From an average of 21.7 reported inc5dents per month in 1962, the in- 
i.ldent rate has increased to 92.4 reported incidents per month the first five 

~-K,:c:gths of 1964 with a correspxang increase in the casualty rate from 90 per 
~%'h in 1962 to 206 per month in 196k. c 
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3. I-) VC WLX)Y’hlWT TECHI?ICJJ5S: The ’ tJ m&q itles with imagina- 
tion and foresight, Instead of laying the usua. ty@ of rine field4 the VC 
generally lay mines singly or in small numbers rt stratsfilio poiht& Xine3 
are most often laid along routes of attack and : t points suitable for mbush 
although some mines and boobytraps have been emy laced in a random manner with 
no apparent connection to a given action, Some example0 of VC mine emplace- 
ment techniques are listed below? 

a* Mines have been discovered in smaE.; tunnels undhSr the road@ 
The tunnel was dug fmrn the side, the mine empliced, and M&a st%u.ng from 
the %tonator on the mine to a hiding place 100-200 metere away in the uv.‘i. s 
Li;. ii, .h* There was nothing on the road @uPface t- indicate the presende pf 
mines and they were only found through aeciden-&l discoveq of the wires, 
Theee mine6 were obviously emplaced for future ::ossible use when they would 
be detaribted by electrioal me-s* 

bb The VC use minee in cSonJunotion with ambu$he& They are not 
only employed to stop 61 column but antipersonneb mines are ~l&,cM in Ligh 
grae# along side the road to prevtit the ambushsd wit from leaving the road, 
Theee mine@ are positioned on the side of the road opposite the VC assault 
and support pooi tions. 

G# In some cases bn dirt ~oade the VC have dug and left holes in 
the ro&d L)urface. After &RN has filled in the hole with feiai3h dirt the VC 
retum, redig the hole, emplace a mine sac% rsfili, cj;ne@ the AfavN l;S.x~& +x; 
have recently filled in these holes, they are hot suq icious of the fre,;ll 
fill and the mine emplacement ie effeative, 

d. In the 26 Divieion area the VC havs reportedly mined abandoned 
mm poets. These posts which 81% vacated &&%lmg the tainy season are reoc- 
bupied or ueed as storage in the Bury seaeono The I&, knowing thib, have mined 
and boobytrapped the stmcturea ernd surroundihg terrain, 

er Boobftraps are emplsyed ih rnw ing&nAous Weye and there are no 
eetablished patterns of employment. A pull device hooked to the inside of’ a 
(loor Oauede an anfi+ereonhbi mitie to c)xplode when the door is opened. One 
method ie to cotter a cfi’efiade pXaded ir. a hollowed-out portion of a tree with 
M insulting1 nf~p~+ Whm the sign is torn from the tree the eenade delonates- 
AnothW method is to boobytthp 8 poofby camotihaged dummy tehiole mine 80 tkrit 
wheh th@ hine f6 piaked up an anti-personnel mine concealed undetieath ex~1.n.~~~ 

aa The ExrrrenenI or VC tii,ner) includes anti-vehicle, ant16t&nk, and anti- 
pereomei mineh !~%MWI Weapons vavsy from the simple arild sometimes crude device 
made of beslboo to th9 more eophiotiugted eMi.-tank mine c’!onstructed of metal 
perta mih&ed ta r)xaof tohmuice~, Detonator methods vary f ram eledtric blats tin+; 
fuse& to #tmdad etrfke seleas86 tad presgure piatea. Command type detonators 
actuate81 by %ou@hing a&&oh&I ivilt’es to batteries are In common use. l’he VC make 
great UM Qf 4aptuped mine& morW~ and eLftillery eheXls, : 



b. Illustrative exampl.es of common K! mines are contained in the 
:r-!Ew?cruarters MACV Identification HamJbook of Weapons and Material. in the Hands of 
the ?iet Cong, January 1964, and in %e YACJ Identification Handbook of VC Mines 
md Eqlosives, First Editionr 

can be taken to mix&nix the &:F‘%Y~:: of' 'OK! x:.Y,~~:~., Sane of t‘nemaxewell 
but can bear reperWDg. 
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