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1. (U) Attached as Inclosure 1 is the latest "Lessons Learned"
from counterinsurgency operations in the Republic of Vietnam.
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Ammy, mavy, or Air Force publications.
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1. (U) INTRODUCTION: This issue of "Lessons Learned" is concerned with the
VC use of land mines. It is published to:

a. IHmphasize the fact that the employment of such weapons is increas-
ing. :

b. Provide informstion for the purpose of lessening the effects of mines.

¢c. Stimulate the thinking of all advisors on methods of countermine war-
fare vhich can be employed by US advisors and RVNAF units.

2. (CMHA) BACKGROUND:

a. The Viet Cong have long demonstrated that they are experts in the
nse of mines to attain terroristic or military goeis. A recent study of VC mining
. »oidents which have occurred since June 1962 has given some insight into the fre-

~uency end techniques of VC land mine anploment. This study was the basis of
sctions which are now takiang place ia MACV in au &itempt to lessen the impact which
sueccessfi). VO mine operations have on RVHAF miiitary actlons and on GVN attempts

0 galn the confidence of the poouwiaticiz. fwong the areas recelving additional
“ohasis are: :

(1) Countermine treaining et the ARVN Engineer School and National
aining Centers.

(2) The education oi civiiieas in identification of VC mines.

(3) The exploitation of civilian casualties from mines and the
¢:abiishment of monetary incentives for civiliens to report the presence of
w25 and mine fields.

(4) Increased defoliation eloang principal roads to deter VC
attempts to empilace mines on these roads.

b. The study indicated that the effects of VC mines have greatly in-
crzased. From an average of 21.7 reported incidents per month in 1962, the in-
cident rate has increased to 92.4 reported incidents per month the first five
. mmhs of 1964 with a correspoading increase in the casualty rate from 90 per
»eth in 1962 to 206 per month in 1964.
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3, (CMHA) VC iMPLOYMENT TECHNICUZS: The . employ :ines with imegina-
tion and Ior951ght. Instead of laying the usua. typ¢ of rine field; the VC
generally lay mines singly or in small numbers :t strategic points. Nines

are most often laid along routes of attack and : t points suitable for ambush
although some mines and boobytraps have been emrlaced in a random manner with
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no apparent connection to a given action. Some examples of VC mine'emplace-
nent techniques are listed belows

FIED HANDLINC AU TORTZwD

a. Mines have been discovered in emal: tunnels undér the road.
The tunnel was dug from the side, the mine empl-ced, and wires strung from
the “atonator on the mine to a hiding place 100-200 meters away in the ur.'¢ -
viwshe There was nothing on the road surface i~ indicate the presence of
mines and they were only found through accidents:l discovery of the wires.
These mines were obviously emplaced for future possible use when they would
be detonated by electrical means.

b. The VC use mines in conjunction with ambushes. They are not
only employed to stop a column but antipersonnel mines are pléecsd in hrigh
grass along side the road to prevent the ambushad unit from leaving tne road.

Theae minea are nnn1f1nnad on the side of the road ovrnosite the VC asssult
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and support poeitzons.

¢. In some cases on dirt roades the VC have dug and left holes in
the road surface. After ARVN has filled in the hole with fresh dirt the VC
return, redig the hole, emplace a mine and refili. Sincé the ARVN thens:l-es
have recently filled in these holes, they are not suspicious of the freun
f111 and the mine emplacement is effective.

d. In the 2d Division area the VC have reportedly mined abandoned
ARVN posts. These posts which are vacated during the rainy season are reoc-
éupied or used as storage in the dry season. The VC, knowing this, have mined
and boobytrapped the structures and surrounding terrain.

e« Boobytraps are employed in many ingenious ways and there are no
established patterns of employment. A pull device hooked to the inside of a
door causes an anti<persofinel mihe to ~xplode when the door is opened. One
method 18 to cover & grehade placed ir a hollowad-out portion of a tree with
an insulting mign. When the sign is torn from the tree the grenade detonates.
Anothe? iiethod is to boobytrap a poorly camouflaged dummy vehicle mine a0 that
when the mine is pioked up an anti-personnel mine concealed underneath exrlodes.

1) TXFES OF Y0

as The arsenal of VC mines includes arti-vehicle, anti-tank, and anti-
personnel mines. These weapons vary from the simple and scmetimes crude device
mede of bamboo to ths more sophisticated enti-tank mine ¢onstructed of metal
parts milled to eéxaot tolerarices. Detonator methods vary from eled¢tric blasting
fuzes to #tandard strike releasss and pressure plates. Command type detonators
actuated by toubhing attached wires to batteries are in common use. Jthe VC make
great use of ¢aptured mines, mortars and artillery ehells.
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. Illustrative examples of cormon VC mines are contained in the
Yeadquarters MACV Identification Handbocok of Weapons and Material in the Hands of

the Viet Cong, January 1964, and in *he MACV Identification Handbook of VC Mines
and Explosives, First Edition. .

S. (U) ACTIONS TO MINIMILE TIE MINE IEREAT:
which can be taken to mirimize the zffests of
known but can bear repeeting.

There are several actions
VO mines. Some of them are well

a. Ssndbag Vehicles. The usE ¢f gandbsgs in the flocrs of vehicles can
be an effective protection against riast and fragments from pressure activated
mines. On 30 August 1964, a US officer ax:d a US e‘.l.a.,ted man traveling in a 1/L
“on truck detcnated a land mine in Hauw Nebd 2 the vehicle had heen sand-
hagged opliy minor injuries resuwitad, a '%:1:—;: 'f..r'&;.-:;a;e wasg destroyed.
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b. Mcve in Dic per A _Fermatic O 23 Augazt 1964, an RF Company deto-
rated a nirn: which resulted i 4 KIA sod o0 W__ﬁn Hal this unit been moving in a
well dispersed formation +h~ number o oar from this one mine would undoubted-
~' have been less,

c. Eplist the Aid of Civiiiar:. A wzmwign conducted in the {:h Division
area in August to obtain civilian ai:i, i . possibie VC mine sites resulted
Lo the recevery of several armplaced VU
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4. Thoroughly Recoxmc:.tor Pouwtoz ¢ March. There have been numerous
wports of ambushes being iaitiatzd by cGamsnd ComEs haricaily detonated mines.
»1wcn,5h reconnaissance of the ro'l € OF Mmi! \,ugh the use of advance guards and

a2
oeiiecptars would have resuited ia the dis.ovory of the miaes and disruption of the
«~ &rbush plan in meny cases.

e. Stagger Coavoyr Schedixle:
i agzﬂmy arraasging the meve shculd coor!
mine the advisability of staggered schediul.ns
amovements of either time or route imvitce

v :@.o*;re'memf; are subject to mining,
the _oeel commender to deter-
zase goainst mines. Patterced
o effectively empioy mines.
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6. {U) LESSONS LEARNED:

a. Toe VC have increased their use of iand mines to produce casualties
ard iniviate ambushes.

b. Advisors and RVNAF psescmrel must be constaniiy on the alert to

over and avoid VC mines through the use of scund reconnaissance and tactical
socedures.
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