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SUBJECT: Lessons Learned Number 45: Viet Cong Tunnels

TO: See Distribution

1. (U) Attached is the latest MLessons Learned® from counterinsurgency
operations in the Republic of Vietnam. The information contained therein is
primarily intended for use by US Advisors in Vietnam. Lessons may be of value
for direct application, or they may simply reinforce existing tactics, tech-
niques or doctrine. _

2, (CMHA) Portions of the attached document are classified CONFIDENTIAL
to permit freedom of expression and careful analysis of operational methods
and tactics of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, to protect US advisor
counterpart relations and to deny any possible use by insurgent forces,
Special handling is required under the applicable provisions of DA-DCMI(A) when
released to friendly nations, Release to perscnnel of the Republic of Vietnam
will be governed by the provisions of MACV Directive 380-4, 11 Apr 64, Sani-
tized versions of this information omitting dates, names of locations and par-
ticipating personnel and units may be prepared for instructional purposes and/
or official US Army, Navy or Air Force publications.

3. (U) Comments, questions and requests for changes in distribution
should be addressed to this Headquarters, ATIN: J323,
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MACJ 323

SUBJECT: Lessons Learned Number L5: Viet Cong Tunnels

1. (U) INTRODUCTION: It has long been recogn LAS&

extensive use of tunnels to hide personnel and equipment, Often these

nels are part of an elaborate underground system that took hundreds of man—
hours to build and form the basis of the VC defense in an area, The purpose
of this issue of "Lessons Learned" is to discuss:

a. VC construction of tunnels,

b. A successful operation to destroy & tunnel system in Binh Duong
Province., '

2. (CMHA) BACKGROUND: Tunnels have been used as caches and secret
refuges for VC individuals and units since the beginning of the insurrection.
Tunnels were used extensively by Viet Minh forces which opposed the French as
early as 1945 and now almost all VC controlled areas have elaborate underground
systems and it is estimated that such systems exist in contested and GVN con-
trolled areas as well. Not only do these tunnels afford a safe haven to
pursued forces, but they can be a means of severely wounding ARVN pursuers who
are unfamiliar with the spike pits and booby traps installed inside the
entrances, ,

3. (CMHA) TUNNEL CHARACTERISTICS: Most underground tunnels are not
constructed for use as active defense installations but are normally used as
hiding places., Others, however, contain concealed firing positions and pro-
vide effective defense against unwary aggressors. The following characteris-—
tics are common to all VC tunnel systems:

a. All entrances to the tunnels are camouflaged so as to merge with
the natural surroundings.

b. Traps, spike pits and mines are placed near the tunnéls in dense
patterns to discourage attacking combat troops in their attempts to 1ocate
the tunnels.

c. Booby traps are normally placed inside the tunnels near the
entrance and false passages are excavated to deceive troops who successfully
enter the tunnel. _ !

d. Wooden lids, strong enough to support the earth covering them and
not fall in when accidently stepped on,form the lids for tunnel‘entrances.
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e, oOSpoil earth remcved frouw the twnmnel is disposed of by spreading
it evenly over the surrounding area and covering it with leaves, grass and
twigs.

T f. On. the»perimvter of areas where ground tunnels exist, VC units
and guerrillas organize combat structures and trenches to prevent or impede
ARVN troop movement into the area,

g+ A typical tumnel is several hundred meters long and consists of
a main shaft, connecting corridors, multiple entrances and several air vents,
No lighting is installed. (See Appendix 1),

L. (CMHA) SUCCESSFUL TUNNEL DESTRUCTION OPERATION: The following is
a report of an operation conducted by elements of the 5th Division in Binh
Duong rrovince in late December 196i. The plan of operation was developed
Jointly by the regimental commander and his advisor.

a, Task Organization:

8th Regimental Headquarters
1st Battalion, 8th Regiment
5th Division Recon Company

- BEngineer Company
1 Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Regiment (Heliborne Reserve)

b. Supporting Forces:

1-19 (Observation and radio relay)
Armed Helicopters

Artillery (3 Platoons, 105mm How1tzers)
Fighter Aircraft

c. Missions Capture VC district committee members; search and de-
stroy VC installations and tunnels in the area of operations.

- .d. Concept of Operationss 1st Battalion, 8th Regiment was to attack
from the south, while the 5th Recon Company was to move by boat initially and
then attack overland from the north. These units were reinforced by an engin-
eer company which was to assist in destroying tunnels and installations in the
area. One company of the 2nd Battalion;, 7th Regiment was designated as a heli-
borne reserve., Artillery and armed helicopters were on-call,

e. Executions
(1) 15 December 1964: Attack proceeded as planned. All elements

converged on assigned objectives by 0730, Light resistance was encountered but
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by -0800 all objective: areas were ocectpiéd. . Upon aearch and disclosure, demoli-
tion parties detonated TNT charges’ ~( 96.25.1b8) to seal off tunnel entrances
that had been found. (A total $£:200°1bs of TNT was expended on this task.),
These explosions rpvealed othey m:'ahc‘e‘s by puffs of smoke and dust., Guards
wispe placed:over- these. . ' The:pémainder of the day was devoted to searching
for additional tunpels, Lat.e that aPlevmoon an additional 4,0Q 1bs of INT

was dalivcmd to the objective area by UH-1B helicopters,

;o (2) 16 Decomber-19641 ‘Destruction of ‘tunmels ébntzl.nuea Shafts
were dug to undmged portions of tunnels wheve. dead.Vidt Géng and wdapons were
foxmd Snc.urity over knmm entra.nces was mint.ained.
(3) 17 December 1961,, Eaﬂy v ﬁhof ﬁbru&ng seeuﬁey Ruirds
killed, wounded, or captured sewveral Viet Cong attempting to escape from tun-
nels. Their escape attempt co:.pcided with heavy Viet Cong emall arms fire
from outside the defensive peripater., Durlng the day destruction of tunnels
contipnued. At 1200 hours &’ mﬂ.l bulldozer arrived and began demolishing
‘Viet Cong fortifications in the area.‘ Several more Vlet Cong bodles a.nd
:vmn m..gmm im‘tmwls,‘ tlmakohs L : . v
| (h) 18-19 December 1%&# nmntion of tmﬁéls%d ferti!fcationa
continued. Late on 19 December all elements moved two kilometers south of the
obm-msm #at up & parimeter defsniss iiithe *éic:_nﬁi of XT 760 152,
( 5) 20 Doccber 196h° Several tunnela were demolished- a*l:‘ fi"hb
new lacation. » Unit.s then ratnmed to their home stationa. .

”-
ol

| (1) Peraonnel o o ,

o o@oaaw 1 3 veow

(2) Viet Cong 21 2 o
(#Includes the 2 wounded)

(2_) Weapons
(1) ARVN weapons losts None
(2) Vi,ct 3«;5 xggapons captured° 8 Russian Type Riﬂea
(e 1 Pistol
| RN A
(3) Material S
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E\j& B f;; o ey Ly } 300 1bs plasti: explosive
RN R Fed N o A 150 Hand grenaces
1 105 mine
30 AP mines

7 BAR magazines
500 Kilo rice

5. (CMHA). LESSONS LEARNED: The following lessons were learned as a
result of the above operation:

a, Most main tunnels in the area of operation had side tunnels about
8 to 10 feet from the main entrance:

XX
(Figure 1)

The most effective method of destroying these tunnels is to place the exp1031ve
at the intersection of the tunnels (marked by X in figure 1 above). This allows
the blast.and shock waves to travel further,

B; After the tunnels have been demolished, new entrances Should be
dug in the viecinity of the blast in order to search the tunnels thoroughly for
resultis.

¢. ©Security guards should be maintained over tunnel entrances'2h
hours a day while the unit remains in the area instead of only during blasting
operations. This not only allows friendly units to capture or kill Viet Cong
- attempting to escape, but also lessens sniping and grenading incidents in the

 area.of .operations.

‘ + d, Perserverence pays off. Units conducting this type of operation
should remain in the area long enough to search thoroughly and destroy all tun-
nels fbund.
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APPENDIX 1:

Sketch showing connecting passages,

1,
2,
3.
5.
6.
.
8Q
9.

lo' B

Entrance of the underground tunnel.

Cover of the spike pit., Cover is removed after tunnel is occupied.
Cover of the "lower tunnel." When the cover was

*Lower Tunnel®

Entrance to escape to the upper tunnel in case the lower tunnel is discovered,
Javelins when RVN troops came in range.

Cover of the tumnel where VC could throw out
The javelin. These could be thrown out

Exit, only dug out when necessary for escape.

(<= Cover of passage, made of wood and earth.)
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Connection to main tunnel, only dug out when necessary for escape.
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~shut, RVN troops would only find the false tunnel (4).






