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Forty six days after the Japanese crashed down on Pearl Harbor, eight
grey ships moved out of the Brooklyn Port of Embarkation, picked up escorting
Neval vessels and were goge., Few persons knew that Tesk Force ©81l, blood
mother of the Americal Division, was sailing into history through the harbor
murk that night of January 23, 1942.

In recording the history of this hastily gathered force (first major U.
S. Army operation in the Southwest Pacific), its orgenization, elements,
difficulties and accomplishments, no attempt has been made to cover technical
details of opsration which are to be found in formal reports on record. This
history aims to give background and meaning to the whole picture, parts of
which even now are becoming blurred. It was a democracy just rolling up its
sleeves, and in the future the marvel may well be not that it functioned so
well, but that it functioned at all. .

The force was not in any sense a division. Its parts had never operated
together. Its equipment was scanty; its staff were strangers. But speed was
of the essence. There was important holding work to be done, and quickly, on
the other side of the world, :

Assembled from all over the United States, the elemsnts which went into
081l weres Tesk Force Hemdquarters and Detachment, two Infantry regiments,
two battalions of medium artillery, two Engineer regiments plus a battalion, -
T~ _two Urdnance companies and parts of two others, a Signal Compeny and LP Platoon,
J/ﬁ07‘””“hn evacuation end two station hospitals, plus a Nedical regiment; Post Office,
224105 Finance and Chemical units. There were other units which sailed from Brooklyn
» Twlew+ &nd which remained in Ahustralia. These will not be discussed because their
‘ }wbﬂﬁb duty with the Task Force which became the Americal Division, was mainly that
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! S. S. Cristobal, S. S. Erickson, S. §. lMcAndrew, S. §, Santa Elena, S. S. Santa
Rosa and the S, S, Island Mail. Several of these ships had been converted from
luxury liners in record time by the simple process of removing nearly all appur-
tenances and installing pipe bunks. Much actual conversion had to be improvised
on the trip,

From New York to Panama, the convoy was heavily screened\by destroyers and
plenes and even occasional blimps, There was one submarine scare while in
Southern waters, which brought the cool fact of war home to most of the psrsonnel
for the first time. Depth charges were dropped, destroyers raced about and the
usual rumor went round that the sub was sunk. .

The convoy reached Panama Jan 31, 1943¢ The scas had been calm and the
trip comparatively uneventful. The shakedown to shipboard life and organization
was accomplished., Excited preparations were made to visit Peanama City. These
L dreams were never fulfilled as no troops were allowed ashore except on very

, 43 ’ official business. There wes some excitement on the Flagship Argentina when
Jif“ﬂ _.one nurse and a Medical officer were left behind, catching the convoy later, in |
‘ —--,” the stream, but not making their own boat. The Task Force Newspaper, TWIN-OCEAN
Qﬁgévar’L GAZETTE, commented, "Navy leaves beauty behind --- Nurse takes another ship
" without extra slip.® ' '
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Col. Edrund B, Sebree joined the force by plane at Fanara as Chief of »
Staff. There were no changes of loading at Punama; water was taeken on and
Feb. 1, 1942 the ships moved into the Pacific. Immediately after clearing
the canal the German radio reported the passage of the convoy, giving number
"and type of vessels. .

Under direction of Colonel Sebree, the staff organization was completed:
Lt. Col. Williamson, G-1; Lt. Col. hoore, G-2; Lt. Col. George, G-3; Lt. Col.
Homewood, G-li. ~

Unit training was carried on aboard the ships by means of lectures and
conferences as well as crowded conditions would permit. Jungle tactics, tro-
pical diseases and guunery were chief among subjects studied. Colonel Sebree
and Colonel George addressed the officers on board the Argentina by way of
orienting them as to what might be ahead. The destination was still unknown.

R

The long Pacific voyage wes surprisingly uneventful. Calm seas marked
the whole trip. There were two submarine alerts but no torpedoes were launched.
Because of the hurried conversion of soms of the ships, conditions for the men
were not of the best. The water supply wes very limited. The ration was a
canteen a day. Bathing except in salt water was rare. The heat in the closed
ships was intollerable at night, but the spirits of the men were good.

Radio loudspeaker programs were given, carrying news and musical features.
Impromtu vaudeville shows were presented. In several cases newspapers were
published, These carried news, jokes and contributions of the men. On the
S, S, Argentina the TWIN-OCEAN GAZETTE led all ship crusades and in its own
words, "Held the Convoy Together.® 2500 copies were printed daily when weather
and paper permitted.

The cosmic trial for all uninitiated by King Neptune's Court on passing
the Equator was & highlight for all ship's companies. Generals and nurses alike
took their bitter sentences with glee and received certificates of proof of
their good standing as Equator-passers.

’bﬂcﬂaﬂéh

For 27 days this first U, S. thrust into the Southwest Pacific zigzagged
its way toward Australia. One day the Jap radio reported the entire Task Force
had been sunk in mid-Pacific. All concerned were glad of the exaggeration.
Arriving at lelbourne Feb. 27, 1942, the command was met on board ship by
Austrelien Liaison Officers. The disembarkation order was received from Southern
Command, Australian Military Forces. Debarkation was completed Feb. 28. The
troops were dispersed in five major areas: Ballarat, Bendigo, Darley, Royal Park

and Melbourne. Formation of plans for reloading and departure for New Celedonia
was started.

This week ashore after 35 cramped days at sea was a moving experience for
everyone. The Australians took the soldiers not only to their houses but to
their hearts. iherever possible and in Ballarat and Bendigo the troops were
billetted with the townspeople and the latter outdid themselves as hosts.
Hundreds of lasting friendships were startod. Nine months later when Christmas
came for these ren in the Guadalcenel jungles, hundreds of mail bags from
Australia showed the warmth of that fleeting week of close American-iustralien
colleboration. There was a lot of honest weeping when it ended.
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The movement beck to the ships wes a difficult one Leciuse of limited
transportation., &dditions to cargo were made with little regara for combat
ceeds. The heet et this time seemed terrific to Americans and Australians
alike, reaching as high as 115 to 120 in the shade near the docks.

The ertillery units had left the United States without their guns. In
Australia British l€-pounders and 25-pounders were loaded. Two Austrelian
officers and & crew of expert LCOs went along to instruct the Americens in
the operation and nomenclature of the new weapons. This work was carried on
intensively on the way to New Caledonia end for a period after the lending.
larch 6, 1942 the fleet deperted for Nourea, New Caledonia. The advance party
left March 6th by plane. The S. S. Erickson, formerly the old North Atlantic
recer, Kungsholm, had experienced power trouble on the way over. The first
night out of Australia she was delayed and finished the voyage out of convoy,
arriving March 18.

The Task Force arrived at Noumee harbor March 12, 1G42, and Major General
Alexander K. Patch ass¥med active commend. Troops went over the side in
landing nets and were immediately dispersed to the hills, because intelligence
reports indicated an air attack night be expected. The attack never materialized.

The unloading on the inadequate docks of Noumea was the biggest job yet
to face the youthful Task Force. Thousanus of tons of supplies piled up on
&nd around the docks. Trocps worked desperately in shifts. There was no vgy
to protect the material from the weather. There was little transportation to-
rove it away. For weeks, the next months food and equipment for 17,000 men ley
rassed in huge piles under the burning sub-tropical sun.

There was no supply set-up; it wes established. No vehicle pool; one was
orgenized. The maps were poor and scarce; draughtsmen went to work. Slowly
order began to return. By tremendous effort the cargoes were roved, stored
and finally dispersed. One great phase of the "battle" of New Caledonia was
won on the docks. There the Japs had missed another chance,

An amusing sidelight on those first days in New Caledonia, which will be
recembered, was the.use of bright blue French taxicabs for reconnaissence. T
These were requisitioned by the force, complete with drivers, who continued
their old methods of swinging corners rnadly. The fact that their horns blew
at all times gave them right of way, they felt. This practice was largely
abandoned, along with some of the taxicabs, very soon after American six by

sixes put in an appearance. Such was this French Colonial Island where the
Americal Division was born..

When the Task Force reached New Caledonia, the inhabitants had been
elmost two years without a supply boat from France. Before the fall of that
nation they had been kept dependent on the mother country for necessities and
for luxuries. Stocks were low, to the disappearing point. They had made no
improvements because they quite simply had expected the Japanese to come. leny
of the best farmers were Japs. MNorale was almost too low to be called morale,
Vichy hed wany strong supporters. DeGaulle's military representatives had

nade themselves unpopuler by their arbitrary methods. The cat could jump
either way &t this mountainous outpost.
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This wes the delicate political situation when the American troops

. errived. This situation went even ceeper thaun thet. For some time afterward

the people felt that the troops would make only a token resistence and then
depert as had happened against the Jupanese on other islands where they had
kinsfolk. It developed there was more than a mission of defense for the
command. There was the political mission of tuilding up the self-respect of
these people and their faith in what the allies would and could do. How this
was done, the old-world palavering thet had to be gone through to help assure
these Colonial Frenchmen of their importance in the allied scheme might have
appeared droll except in the light of what wes at stake; whether it was to be
e friendly base or one torn by bitterness and revolt.

As if to complete the picture there was even a coup d'etat thrown in.
A new govermor was enveigled to leFoa where he was amicably confined in the
hotel which had been teken over by the Task Force for a Forward CP. There
was an international incident in the making. An officer who was ordered to

check on the situation, was blandly told that "they alweys held the revolutions

there.® 1In a few days the French Home Guard appeared carrying '03 rifles in

place of ancient lebels., This had a very soothing effect on both factions.

Of the French gerrison guarding Noumea, they had guns which the Force
Cormend knew were probably ineffective, yet they hed to be treated as thouzh
they were important cogs in the defense. There was a gun guarding the harbtor
for which there were only 96 rounds in the world. It had not been fired for
20 years. So it went. The success ‘of this portion of the mission of 681l
‘need only be told in the fact that there were no unpleasant incidents.
Relations were friendly and when the troops finally left for combat it was
almost an island tragedy. >

This was the situation in Larch 1942. There was no Base Cormand, Trans-
portation was meager. There was supply to be orzenized. Tontouta and Plaines

des Gaiacs airports were still small end inadequate. For construction there,

Task Force transportetion would be required. And there still remained field e

training and defense. Headquarters was established at the Grand Hotel du
Pacific in Noumea by Generel Patch, The strength of his cormend on arrival
was: 799 officers; 113 nurses; 5 waerrant officers, and 15,962 enlisted men.

The rugged geography of New Caledonia gives explanation for some of the

difficulties of defense., It is a long, cigar-shaped island, running in a g

northwesterly direction for a distance of some 250 miles with en average
width of 20 to 30 miles. The Chaine Centrale lountain System runs the length
of the island like a spine. Communication over this area of 8000 square miles

.""- .

wes largely limited to one narrow road winding the full length, with occasional

secondary spurs crossing it. This road had to be improved, was dlfflcult to
maintain and subject to floods and washouts.

There were three airports around which the defense wus to be builts
Tontoute, 32 miles from Noumea; Plaines des Gaiacs 160 miles north and Youzac,
nearly 100 further north. The latter had been partly deutroyed because of
the problem of defending it.
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Request wes wired iarch 25, 1% ..~ ore adcitional regiment of Iniantry,
one regiment of Cevelry end one oiguel iniclligence Company. ‘T§e 97th ¥, s,
"Bn., Pack Howitzers joined the fofce zpril 3, 19L:2. The 16Lth Infuntry
Regiment, &pril 19, and the 72nd F. 4., April 23, 19&?.

The organization of a Combat Reconnaissance Sguadron weas begun April

23. Lt, Col. Georze wus relievea by Lt. Col. ioore as G- and given commsnd.
This orgenization was to exploit the mobility of the 1/ ton Recon. vehicle
in concentrating heavy fire power et a point guickly. The troop was un-
officially known as the Peep Troop.

' The Division Forward CP was set up at laFoa, 75 miles north of Noumes,
April 9. This CP wes closed lay 1 and & new Cr established et Paita, a village
50 miles south. General Patch set up his headquarters there lay 23.

The constitution and organization of the Americal Division, without
numerical designation, was authorized !ty 27 {G.0. 510, 5/2i/li2). The naxme
LIERICAL was proposed by Pfc David Fonsece of the 2bth Signal Company. Ee
explained his suggestion by saying the first'part of the name would suggest
AMERICA and the last part CALEDONIA, the division's birthplace.,

(The division was activited under provisions of War Department
: Letter, TAG 320.2, L-1-L3, OB-1-GIGCT-}, dated April 3, 19L3,
’ General Orders {791, Heedquarters, USAFISPA, dated april 18,
1943, and General Orders 15, Headquarters Americal Division,
April 30, 19L3.) .

* * *

At the time of the arrival of the Task Force at New Caledonia, the only
garrison to the north was & unit of some 300 commandos of the Australian Army
under command of Lt. Col. l'atheson. These rugsged soldiers had been used to
explore the interior, nan observation posts and, in the event of invasion,
harass the enemy as lons as possible. They were of great help to U, S. troops
because of their knowledge of the terrain end the natives, in whose villages
in many cases they lived. They also assisted in training troops in jungle
gﬁtrolling. They were relieved and returned to Australia in July.

LT,
B ISLALD DEFELSE PLAN

The defense of New Caledonia was based on the protection of the city of
Noumea with its harbor facilities, and to the north hinged on the three airports,
Tontouta, Plaines des Gaiacs and Koumac. Initially the island had besn occupied
by the Australian commandos of Col iatheson. They functioned as a skeleton
observer force to the north. Transportation difficulties hampered the movement
of troops to defense positions, but the 152nd Infantry moved first to the area
occupied by the commandos. Besides performing a defensive mission, this regi-
rent was to be treined in commando tectics.

The plen involved a cordon type defense because of the wide separation
of critical points. The 132nd was charged with the defemse of the northern
sector with particular attention to covering Plaines des Gaiecs and Koumac.

Their headquarters were at Bourail, second town on the island, located 105
miles from Nounea. ‘
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The 132nd Infantry, less 2nd Battalion, set up headquerters in the
vicinity of Bouloupari end were charged with the protection of the Thio-
Bouloupari Road, St. Vincent's Bay and the waters around Thio. Theirs was
in general the Central Sector.

The leLth Infantry, with heaaquerters at St. Vincent was charged with
the protection of Tontouta airport and the South Sector.

The French Garrison, the 112th Cavalry and the 2nd battalion of the
182nd Infentry were assigned the defense of the Noumea area, with the 70th
Coast Artillery, plus dubious Frerch elements and supporting artillery.

Both light and medium artillery were assigned to support the Infentry i
combat teams in case of combat, and in addition were disposed to protect :
critical water epproaches up the island. The third element of their mission
was responsibility for airport defense.

The 75L4th Tenk Battalion &t St. Vincent was held as a striking force to
be thrown in wherever needed. Also the Peep Troop in laPFoa wms held as a
highly mobile striking force to be used principally in the Korthern and
Central Sectors.

Units devoted their time principally to reconnaissance and organization
of sensitive points and in traininz for combat on the island terrainm. ithen,
after the great and crucial battle of the Coral Sea, it tecame more or less
a certainty that the island would not be attacked, the type of trauining was
shifted to prepare for general operations in jungle areas.

!

Meanwhile, the story of the artillery of the division is a somewhat
confusing one. In the force as constituted at New Caledonia there were two
battalions of medium artillery and one regiment of light artillery. From
these troops, because of defense requirenents, a third battalion of light
artillery was orgenized provisiorally, for the Bourail Sector. 4 Division
Artillery Headquarters and Headquerters Eattery (Prov.) were authorized August
15 (Spec. Order #162). At this time the artillery units were redesignated
and activated as three light battalionss 245th, 2L6th, and 247th F.A, Bns,
and two medium battalions: 221st and 223rd F,A. BEns. {+hen the movement into
combat bezan the 223rd F,A. Bn. was transferred to the Island Command).

During the months of June and July unit training was carried on under

difficulties because troop stations were scattered over a distance of 180
miles, "All OPs were being manned. The trucks of the division were constantly
being requisitioned for hauling details to Plaines des Gaiacs airport, a
round-trip run of more than 300 miles over washboard roads. The weshicles were
showing the effects of hundreds of miles of this rugged going and there were :
" —=many on deadline for lack of parts. Decision was made to rush the construction i
.. of an airport for borbers ab ua Tom, 60 miles from Noumea. This had been a

secret fighter strip for some months. All trucks availeble were taken for .

this punishing detail, carrying {arston mats from the docks. By this time

Route One was in the worst condition since the occupation of the island. .

However, this job was completed in record time. ;
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All this nmode divisior and even coxbat teaxz mancuvers practically out
of the question. It was a dull time for officers and men alike. Recreation
facilities were reager in Noumea end non-cxistent up country. The civilian
resources ceme nowhere near filling the needs of the soldiers and leave of
any kind meant long drives over back-breaking roads. Issue movie projectors
were not yet available except in large centers of troops and Army beer was
a rare event. Through it ell the famous Kew Caledonian moszuitoes flourished
in the intense heat, fed as they had never beer fed before. But the climate
™ was essentially a dry, healthy one. The men got brown and hard and their
spirits, though restless, were excellent. The above period stands as the
final hump of the division's mission on New Caledonia. That mission had been
- to occupy and defend the island, its accomplishment is & simple.matter of
record. The other elements of that mission which cropped up because of the
outpost situation end the length of supply lines, may not show so clearly.
That the Americal Division turned over a friendly island instead of one torn .
by revolt, an island of five great airports built in good part with transpor-
tation of one division and in the meantime had organized from a group of spare _l
parts a fighting division, may or may not be remembered when the finel story
of iorld Jar II is written. Suffice it for this chronicle to say only:
KISSION ACCOYPLISHED.

* * *

From the end of July forward, the position of the Amsrical Division in
Xew Caledonia was fading. Lbarine Reider Units had arrived and were staged for
a move into combat., The establislment of the port of Hggmea as a Havel Ease
was well under way. Naval and larine installations largely dominated the
Foumea area., August 7 the Division G-3 gave the island situation map to the
advence elements of USAFISPA Comnand. That same day the lMarines landed on
Guadalcanal end Tulagi. Time wes running out. o

Lt. Col. Gavan relieved Colonel loore as G-3% and Colonel lLoore took }) )
cormand of the 1l6Lth Infantry September 15. September 19 (Gen. Ord. #30) the wles
Armerical Division wes organized into a mobile commend msade up of all combat A

troops, 1less the 70th Coast Artillery and air units, under command of ggnﬁxal;: 7§
Sgbree. The Base Command under General #Williemson encompassed all service Wi,
wnits. ! Colonel Rich took the Air Force Command. (This set-up was reorganized

in more workable detail by Gen. Ord. 3#37, Oct. 2,). The ground forces of the

Americal Division were thus ready for the new opsration which was known to be
coming. ' -

Twenty days later, Oct. 9, 1942, the 16Lth Infantry embarked at Noumea,
the first echelon of the Americal Division to go into combat. The remainder
~of the troops wer§35%2;te§ and mdévements to staging areas were begun.

- . PENTE Ad ¢4

The L3rd Division arrived at New Caledonia November 6, and established i
headquarters at LaFoa. The next day the general staff of the New Zealand 4:;ﬂv
Defense Division arrived to confer with division authorities on their mission, 6
the relief of the Americal Division in New Caledonia. The new Island Command
under General Rush A. Lincoln was authorized November 10. The New Zsaland
Kiwi Troops debarked at Noumea KNov., 11, The G-3 Section and forward echelon
of the Americal Division left for Guadalcenal November 12: General Patch went
forward November 20. From then on it was simply a period of checking eguipment
and waiting. The next echelon left Nov. 3. The third combat team, consisting

of the 132nd Infantry and the 24,7th F.A. Battalion arrived &t Lunga Beech Dec.
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‘8. This completed the movement of the main body. of the division to

Guadalcanal,

The combat action of the Americal Division has been covered in appropri-
ate War Department reports (see Combat History americal Div., Guadalcensl),
Only the general tactical phases end the relation of the division to other
troops in the action will be outlined here.

ACTION ON GUADALCANAL

The first echelon of éhe Americal Divisiorn lended on Guadalcanal

October 13. It was the l6Lth Infantry Combat Team. They were subjected almost

g
i

immediately to bombing attacks and Henderson Field was shelled by Jap battle-
ships the first night. Their 1ll-inch shells caused many casualties. The
defense plan initially called for a perimeter defense bounded on the east by
the Teneru River and by the latanikau River on the west. This area included
the air fields and adjacent installations. The Japanese attacked Henderson
Field directly for the last time October 23 and were defeated with the loss
of practically a whole regiment. The work of the lolth in this operation was
praised by kajor General Veandefgrift, USIT.

The next move in the islend stretegy was an offensive lesunched liovember
1 west of the latenikau River with Kolumbona as the objective. This action
had advanced three miles by Kovember 11 when information that there were
concentrations of enemy transports in the Northern Solomon Area caused the
withdrawal of troops to the Perimeter Defense positions to prepare to nect
this threat. The East Sector, from the Teneru to the Lunga Rivers was com-
randed by,Brigadier General Rupertus, USIT; the liest Sector from the Lunga to
the latenikau was commanded by Brigadier General Sebree. His troops were the
164th and 182nd Infantry and the &th larines. "

The furious sea end air battle of Savo Island, Nov. 12 changed this
situation at Guedalcanal., The cestruction of a Jap convoy of 12 vessels by
U, S. Navel forces on the llith and 15th practically concluded this phase of
the battle for the islend, At caylight on the 15th of liovember the last four
Japanese transports were beached between Tasseferonga Point and Doma Cove,
destined to make fine rezistering points for artillery action to come.

ilnen the results of the laval ection were established, the offensive to
the west agein was ordered with the objective, estshlishment of a bridgehead
west of the river. The morning of November 18th the 2nd Battalion, 182nd ~
Infentry, crossed the lMatenikeu River end went into position in the East
Secter. A'patrol of the Eth larines covering this move encountered a strong
Japanese force some 1500 yards west of Point Cruz. The Marines were forced
to withdraw and took positions on the high ground running south fram the
base of Point Cruz. It becere apparent that more troops would be needed to
secure the point and the loLth Infantry was ordered up to ettack at daylight,
November 21 south of the positions held by the lst Battalion, 182. The
attack was made and after severe fighting a line was established a short
éistence west of Point Cruz.
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The going was difficult and it becere obvious that further advence would
be too costly. The 6th karines rede a feint atteck ov. 23 but could show
little progress after an entire day of hard fighting. It was decided to
stabilize and consolidate the positions pending the arrival of the remainder

of the Americal Division. Tightly counter attecks were repulsccé during this
period with heavy losses for the enemy. The lines remained substantially
unchanged until the Corps attack in Januery.

General Patch took command of the island Dec. 8th when the First Larine
Division Headquarters was withdrawn. Elements of the XIV Corps arrived but

» during most of the action the Americal Division stalf functioned in dual -
capacity. At this time word was received that the 25th Division &and the oth :

-~

Yarines were enroute., ~

Plang were forrmlated for continued offensive action. These plans
required the securing of M. Austen (Hill 27), the high grownd east of the
- ¥atanikau, giving observation on Henderson Field, driving the Japs beyond
Kokumbona and blocking the cross-island trail from Kokumbone to Beaufort Bay.

The l1%2nd Infentry wes ordered to occupy lt. Lusten. The attack was
started December 17 after G-2 reports had estimated the enemy forces as small,
The 3rd Battalion moved a short way into the jungle at a shoulcder of the hill
where they were held up by rachine gun fire, and dug in, for the night. uhile
continuing the attack the morning of the 1€th, the Battalion Cormender, Lt.
Col. #illiam C. VWright, was killed. There was a heavy fire fight anc the
enemy resistence was found to be too strong for one battalion; so the 1st
Battalion was ordered to envelope the enemy's east flank on the right. The Jap
defense was stubborn and both battalions were pinned down. The supply problem
was a criticel one, entirely by hand carriers until the Engineers by magnifi-
cent erforts constructed a jeep road across the ridges to the hill, The 2nd
Battalion, commanded by Lt. Col. George #. Ferry, swung to the south in a
flanking movement anc cleared the northern and eastern slopes on January 2,

' General Sebree took command Jen 10. '

The work of the artillery in this operation was considered highly in=-
strumental in its eventuel success. The terrain wes very rugzed, virtually
solid jungle. During the rapid envelcpement by the 2nd Battalion, the troops
were guided for direction by smoke shells, as the uost practical way of keeping
direction. The firing had to be entirely by forwara observers and with the
peculiar disposition of the friendly trcops, the firing officers were often
in the position of drawing fire in toward themselves. The 105 mm howitzer with
high angle of fire proved a superior wecpon in this kind of fighting.

Seven counter attacks were repulsed on Hill 27 and on January 9 the 25th
Division moved in to relieve. The 35th Infantry executed a flanking movement
- and assisted by the 3rd Battalion, 182, bottled up the famous Oka Regiment
which had dug in on the northwestern slope of Kt. Austen. This regiment was

wiped out. - With the successful finish of this phase of the action, the Japs
lost all observation on Henderson Field.
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The XIV Army Corps imnediately undertook the push westward with
Kokumbona as the objective. The novement was successful and rapid. The 3rd
Battalion, 182, and the Cocmbat Rsconnaissance Troop were attached to the 25th
Division which made the muin effort around the Japanese south flank. The
Composite Division, commanded by General DeCarra, J3MC, consisting of the
182nd Infentry, less the 3rd Eattalion, the 6th larines and the 1L7th Infantry
attacked generally along the beach. Kolumbona was reached January 25. At
this time General Patch on the spot ordered all-out pursuit of the enemy.

General Sebree took cormand of the sector February 1. It was decided to

lend troops by boat in rear of the enemy and drive east to join the main body.
The 2nd Battalion, 132. nlus & hesvy wesnons conpany and a battervy of 75 mm
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howitzers under cammand of Col. Alexander George was landed at Verahue. The
rain force consisted of the 161 Infantry, 147 Infantiry and the éth liarines
Regiment. These units were directly supported by the entire light artillery
of the Americal Division. The last orzanized resistance was encountered by
the 147 Infantry at the Bonegi River. The meeting of the two forces took
place at Tenaro Villagze southeast of Capt Espsrance at the Tenamba River the
afternoon of February 8. The Golden Spike wes driven by the 2nd Battalion
of the 1i82nd Infantry and the lclst Infentry. This ended all orgenized
Japanese resistance to U, S, Forces on the island of Guadalcanal,

vwiith the termination of combat, troops of the division returned to
bivouacs following in general ths old Perimetsr Defense. The mealaria rate
was rising and orders were issued to stress the rehabilitation of personnel.
It was e time of respite for all concerned. Cemp areas were improved and made
more confortable. The strenuous physical side of training was suspended. 4ll
defense requirements, however, were maintained.

It was & pleasant brief let-down in spite of conditions. Japanese bambing
was considerably lighter after combat ended. It was no longer a night-shattering
process. Now and then planes came over and dropped a few bombs in the vicinity
of the airfields but the nicknemed ‘fashing ¥achine Charley of the weeks before
had lost his sting. Curitusly enough all the bombers to attack the island had
become singularized to the one name. There were approximately 145 condition
reds during the stay of the division. In not all of these cases did planes
actually succeed in gettinz over the island,

One of the zay spots of this period was the arrival of the movie star,
Joe. E. Brovn. Accompanied by General Sebree, he toured the island entertaining
all units wherever located. Xo day was ever too hot nor any trail too rough

for them. He was made afFimnéfary member of the divisiom April 21, 1943, during
a later visit.

The total casualties of the division during combat were 72 officers and
1152 enlisted men. @ this nucber, LO officers and 263 men were killed in
action. Three officers and 23 men died of wounds; wounded who recovered; 28
officers, 850 men. There were eight enlisted men listed as missing in ection.

In its baptism of fire the Americal Division had conducted itself creditably.
Three of its ranking officers, lajor General Patch, Brigadier General Sebree &nd
Colonel Moore were awarded Dlstlngulshed Service kedals. General Ssebree was
awarded the Silver Star April 16, 1943,
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Units of the division were cited by letter by the First larine Division,

. dated April 30, 1943, for bhe Presidential Unit Citation. The division was
also recipient of "Citation .from Commanding General, XIV Corps, for outstanding
performance of duty on Guadalcanal, October 13 to January L."™ There was a
second citation for the period Jan. 10, 1943 to Feb. 9, 1943.

Decorations of personnel, presented or recormended es of June 30, 19L3
weres Legion of Merit, 2442; Distinguished Service Cross, 25; Soldier's liedal,
13; Silver Star, l,5: Purple Heart, 8679. Total presented, including the three
Distinguished Service Medals previously mentioned, 1104; Total pending, 20L.
Awards in these categories are not complete.

Preparations were made for the »7th Division to take over the mission of
the Americal. All heavy equipment wes to be teken over by them. The first
echelon to leave, the lolith Infantry Combat Team with scme elements of engineers,
signal and medical embarked for Fiji, larch 1, _19L3, This echelon arrived at
Suve Yarch 5th. The 182nd Combat Team left the island lerch 25 and arrived in
the Lautoka area lazrch 29, The last of the division cleared Guadalcanal April
6 and it was not too soon because the heaviest Japanese air attack in nonths
came at dusk that day just as the ships were moving into the roadstead. An
estimated 100 pleanec ceme in. How they missed the convoy is a mystery, but
several ships were hit off Lunga Beach a&s the ack ack and the bombs boomsd a
dramatic goodbye to the americal Division. This group disembarked in the
wWestern Sector of Fiji, april 10.

The mission in Fiji was defense of the llestern Sector and preparation for
combat elsewhere. The loLth Infantry was disposed for the defense of the beach
in the vicinity of Suva. The remainder of the division was dispersed fram the
so-called Bremner Pass to Singatoka with the 132 to the north of Nandi and
the 182 to the south. The defense was organized in phase lines with a final
defensive line set up to hold the Nandi Airport and adjacent installatioms.

Major General John R. Hodge, formerly Asst. Division Commander of the
25th Division, took command of the Americal Division May 29, 1943, Col. Crump
Garvin took command of the 16Lth Infantry. ILt. Col Gavan became acting Chief
Of St&ffo . " .

Training was highly orgenized with daily firing by the artillery under
control of Division Artillery, corranded by Brigadier General Woodward. The
Infantry had intensive rifle and jungle sguad training.

There was considerable concern at the rapid rise of the malaria rate in
the division with the stopping of suppressive treatment. Special experts
made a study of the problem. Many units found themselves practically crippled
at times and training during lay and Juns was seriously disrupted. It was
decided to continue operations without regard for the incidence of malerie,
with medical authorities keeping close watch of the situation hoping to learn
new treatments which might benefit other units in malarial zones. Once again
the Americal Division found itself in a try-out spot in viorld War II.

Prepared by Major Lincoln W. Stoddard,
0272576, Special Service Officer,
Americal Divisron.
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R _ The umerlcal Vivision with certaln sttachea units,. co“nerclalb
loaded &nd designsted wus ;Lbk Force 681k, left the Uniteu Stu tes on Jdunuury
23, l9h2, with the mission of occuay1n5 und defendlng Lew Loledonia. ihp
origincl convoy consisting of seven lorge trens gortsAe;corted‘bJ suit ole
- . navel-forces arrives- in lelbourne, sustralia, Fe bruwry 2eth; uwildzdsd, ©

unit locded, eng depurted for lLew Culeudenia, arriving ot Loumee on »«rck L
12th, 13L2. The infentry of this ¢ivision (1 s2nad, 10hth, wnd 182nd) cume
‘from three Gif ferent Mutional Guord wivitions; the wrtillery wes fuf"ad
‘from the 7érd Field srtillery nujulﬁm;ntcd by « howitrer bettolion’ fror
the 180th Ficld srtillery. Crgoniiction of the division -nd troining.dors

12l

subscqusnt jungle operwutions bogen ofter arrival in Low Cal
~earricd on cancurrently with setivitics cnd dicpositions inc
basic decfonse mission. | _ : T - . ;i L

tn

liovement to the Solomons by shuttling of combut tiams began
wlth the departurc or October 9th, 1542 end crrival ot Ouadsleantl on
Uctob»r 13th of thu lolth Infc nbrfﬁﬁ The first tlcntv-four ucurs ;unovc BT
was & trying expsricnce for troops entering combat for the first timc. Edavy
Q&yllbnt bombing «¢itucks scriously interforud mlth tnu u*iofdﬂnx»un“ cuf§~s {
‘tne first night, serderson Ficld wes shelled by enany totd l\urlps (1L inth
_ 'shells), cruisecrs, cnu westroyord, cousing meny o sualtlbs. The enemy .col
o007 tinued to set sggressively on lend, sci, ena in th i

[t

r til c;fkated
e ‘hi$-&tté6k or mcnderson Ficld, Getober 23-25, on o;ur;Lion in which tnc
N0 T16ith Infentry took purt in & munner Jhich zerited pruise from lijor G
R k A Ve naunbrlit USHC; Cormmncin: . '

. .~ .

T - On hovcrb r 3rd, the lst Brn, loith Infertry rolicveu o .
buft&llo .ol th“ Hth 4Lr1nbo i the frunu lire of en OflbrhlVL nnluf bhd-
1 . bccn liunchia hu,t teross the wotonikou on Liovember lsts uurlnb une poriod
‘of kovember L to 1lth, thc rogiment dcss this battelion, brigeded with ths
. 7th MurlLCS‘OPwI tuo «uauusoiullj in olfgn51ve &ctlor h&&lnut - ’Dynyue
-4 _5: force lanued nc&r nol; Po;pu aang thc nl"ht of vaumbor 2-=3,

+ . . . - N A

. lhc ‘suCe 9551u1 de ansc o; hcpqorbon FlblC October c}-LS,'duriLg
IR, ,ﬂhlch onu J&o nese Iniwn itry roginment Jes pructlcnlly aunlhllut gd, Plus thw

' ’ pend_n: errivel of the entire ambrlcal DlVl‘an hed c“uvca ~hc Cemmepnd
Gurcrul to luunch cu oxf n51vw'r:ut of the Imuunlkcu Rlvar with Eoiunbe
&s tbe ObJu£~~vbo- This wus initisted by o suvcesaiul Qrouuln. of the

¥

Latan1k u on povember kst oarnd hai,ﬁrocu,qca Some 2 nilee ‘westirard W

B . R
(]

. hOVpEer 11tk it becune nccessary to withdrew £11] troovs (oxcopt one bat-
B “télion sf the Tth lerines wh1oh “C;Mlnbu‘¢t Loll-?o;nt) 1nto iﬂe PQ?i

S ’;-'” td meet & crivicsl situstiony. el . .

S CDECLASSIFIED = - -~ .1 T e
L, &o 1682, Sec.::l;gnnd spyor (B ~§——’\§‘_ IS L T

T T ok - B o

————

o BYM.._.NARS Dat.%”{[? _ R
N TR e e MU.N‘CJ,ASSLF{EQ_“A..M R




‘mCrial rocennuissupnes hoc for coverud _L"\ rosartie oo oot
fconcantr&tlon of trinsports in the Lorthern Solceuons=iboi britelin oroe
! which coupled with other intclligence mede it epparwut that the crneay
~/ intended meking a nejor offort to reinforce his troeps on auzdtlecatle
Encry deylight bumbing ettocks intersperscu witn oive wrnd terpede Lombins
; attecks cn friendly shipping hed beun -intensifivd anl vnce ship hzd bgon
' . torpecood by ‘& submarine whilc zcturlly unlosding off Lunge Peint. oS
- & result, Gencral Vandcrgrlft cucicded to cceupy the pesiticn Iufense Of
hundersqn,rleld ernd edjscent inctollstions, biunuud on the etst cnd wost ’
by the Toneru end iktenikeu Rivers endg c¢n the scuth by strong viirc. Thq
aein position wes ¢ivided into twoe s octors with the Lunge River ee the
buuncery, the sast sector from Lunge to fomeru boing QUTWhP’”Q by Bri_sdicer
Gensrel williem R. Ruportus, USLC; the wiest sceter by ieeiicr ubnuxhl
CLumune B, Scbree, Unitod bteteos .rmy. Trocps sssigned thc wost sdctor werc
tne 164th Infantry, the 162nd Infuntry (them crroute), wnd the Lth lerines,
The remeinder of the lst iwrine Division and ctteehod units coecupivd the
uLSt scctor, artillery wes grouped within the porincter to suppert witier
uCtOX‘. . o _ . .

Sl

o e

T - 0n tnc nl”ht of nevoaber 11 <12, cneny woerships howvily sholled
' hyqaorSUn Flwl& end the aree edjocent to the bezeh in the vicinity of wunga
Point, destroying four eirplencs wrne cuusing s césuultice, dhcrtly
_hftbr midright, nu.umbvr 12=-13% the specrherd of o large onony neval foros
- tion, including twe bettleships, rocched the Gurdcleznil tree and was
furluusly attacked by U. S. huvel Tusk borces, cormnenced by winirtls Scott
~ n4L “Calloghen, This engopensnt tock plice 3u=t off shore ernd gonerelly -
; arouud Sevu Islenc, sone cif the shells falling oun Gusasleirsl. The suc-
essful results. of this engugeiunt cre su goencrelly known ws te roeguire no
vteiled repetition, -ibout neon on heviitor 1lth, ¢« convey of 12 dup
renspurts hoervily lomdod with treope w.s sighteu nmoving sututh ~bout 200
“rilcb'nortﬁ ¢f Gueécleanel. Vur eir rerces maGe thrue strikes thet day,
Esum;ng 8 trensports ‘end dumeging L, vthesse Shurtly ofter \uyli“ht-
4uvcmber 15, four drmeged tronsports cpp: rently from the ccuvoy werg:
sechod alon .the Gucdcleenal coest betacern Tassefurcnse and Dome Cove
.1rnL WerY, ugutruyc before they could unlords  November 15th merked the
Cpnd of a dufinite pnasc of-" cngratlrnu or Guucaleanal. This was nade ncro
Jevicent by the fsct that from Hovdrbir 15th to on or thout Jupumry dSth
the enemy nade no cerizl attacks during hu}ll sht hourss

S
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Thu.adv nce on. hckumbona hh reuchna ‘a 1¢nb &bnut D,OUO
yarus west -of . the isfbenikau River cne wes preceeding ol'le but surdly: -
with hoavy CLSG&ltluS on both sices whon the 31tuut1un ueocrlbuu in tho
‘ ““InST PHLSE" Becessitutod withurcwsl inte the perimctor sofonse. as
_vé;‘ 'soon ¥6 tho résults of the nuvel end air setion cf uaburb r 15-15 wire.
" lee rned en oiians1vc to the west wis arrin dirsctod., The first Stup in
thp uparatlon was to secure crossings over the NPtan kéu end with, th -t

“ip view, strong putrols were sont forward to protuu+ nucess&ry rechrs i "_
nalssancc puPtle. -
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ol hurly on - hovembcr lBtn, ‘the 2nc Eatt lion, 182nc Infax vtry
crossed the river and went into position in the left sector of the pro-
pesed briugehesd. The cneny made no attempt to inteyferc with this

—‘novémgnt. On the follovdrng day, thi 1st Battalior, 182nd Infuntry, crossco
the Hatanikeu with the missicn of o

cupying the right sector of the
bridgehced. Conpeny NBY Gth- Lerines covering this riovenent made conthct

_with & strong Japenesa’ f.oroa sbout . 1,500 yurds west of -Point Cruz and a
- sharp fire fipht resulted. - -This" OOQpany forced to withdraw to &void being
1foutflenkcd tcok position on & ricge just eest of and running south fron
- tho base of Point Cruz, reorgenized and cgein ettempted.to move forward '

with artlllary ‘support but could not rake & substential acdvence. ‘During
the ecticn just described, the 1st Bettalion, 182nd Infantry wes noved to-

'assenbly arbas, prepdrec to attack and seize their obJectlve. The remsinder

of” the cay was devoted to petrol sction end development enc & linited.
objective attack WeS Ortercd for Coylight 20 Novembér with the migsion of
seizing the high grouna which outlinea the front of tho right scctor, During
the night of Novenber 1y-20, the. cnelyy shelled.the-ooserbly urees with
artillery and uortur fire cousirng neny CLSU&ltle, several of whon were
officers, end interfcering scrivusiy with cortrol. The attuck began shortly
efter daylight on the 20th but: cncountered such severe end intense fire of
all classes that the objective wes not reeched. The zone of hcav1est enany
fire was elong the right (beach) anu Conmperdies Mu" wng ™" received the
groatest numbor of casuslties. It wus the first comb&t -experionce of this
unit enc’ there was considerable corfusion. end. sonme straggling, . However,
confidoncc Wes. svon restored enc & well controlled and ClSCIPIlECd firing-
1line’ organlzca. While the enomy strcngth wes unknown it was apparont that: -
aaditionel troops woule bo required to scize the objective enc ‘orders were
issued thet eftorncon for the lobth Intentry to move forwerd under cover of
derkness and attack et ceylight hovenber 2lst goncrally outh of - the p051-
tion hulu by the lst Battallon o

Thu attacL vin s launchua ©s orucrod and after severe fléntlng,.
the lst Battallon, 182nd_Infentry, -advencing.along the beach,’ seizad P01nt
Cruz end pushed ‘their furwaru elcucnts sbout. 100. yards: west of there but™
could advence nc furthur. The 16Lth Infaptry, after heavy flghtlng,.wag?
eble to occupy thut portion of the uvbjective. essigned. -&n attuck wes agaln '
orderea .o thg mérning of Noverber 22nd but agcin no substd ntlal advarce
was nace. Thorefore, on - the afternuon of - that day, the 8th Lurlnes Wwére -
uirectegc to attack at uayllrht on Novenber 23ro, passing’ through the: lines X
of the 16lgh Infantry €né ‘seizing & Titge sons "200. yards. to the front of/
the 11nes thon occupled., This attack wis launched as orbpred but- after an
entire dey’ of sovérd flrhtlng, it be GCRIIG evident thet- urther &uvunce wQu1” -
not be p0551ble wmithout accpptlno casualties  in nugbers te prevluge tho
dvisebility of».thls ection, Comsuquently, on the .evoning of Noveorber .-
23rd, units then in line wurc dirccted’ te dlg ‘in and hold their oosltlons .
ach night fram Novembor 20th to zith.and on'many nighte Whéresfter, the o
ocneny lgunched &tt&sz whlch wores ropelled with heavy, enemy 1oss¢S, Thus,.
on NUVughqr 2ﬁth “the p051t10n wdst of the betenikeu wes stebilized end the
lines remalqu unchangac unt11 thu genaral Corps attacL was launchea_
January 10th, ,;if{\3 SO ey
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c From e captured document, .it was later determined tnat a moet-

ing engagement/with the 2nd Japanese D1v151on had taken place on the mornlnb
| of November 20ths b o o

CT THIRD PHLSE

‘On December 8th, the lst Marine Division neaaquarters were
w1thdrawn and hagor General Alexande; My Patch, U.S.h., assumed oommand
of the island. It was-about this time that informetion was received of °
the pending arrival of the 25th Division- and the oth karine Regiment. The
132nd Infuntry end the last remaining elements of the Americal Division
arrived at'-Guatialcunel on or about December 8th and & plan was made for a
sustained, determined offensiva to be 1nit1dted whon we had obtalned our
full ground strength.._ f,_,_ : .

E I e

Three 1ntermodiate steps essentlal to an eventual all out
v1ctory woro as follows.vi

T e Socurlng Kt. &dusten, & proiinent hlll—nass east of the
HAtanlkau tnd soms five mileg south of the beach which dominuted nenderson
Fleld and ‘all ‘instelletions & djecent thereto. '

b. Drlving the Japanese west of Kolcumbona whlch would prcvent
h1m fron employlng artillery agaihst the airfields.

x'»}» Co. Blocklng a north~south trail running from Kokumbona to

beaufort Bay on the south coast which might offer either e movemont to ourf;

south’ flenk 6r an- ‘escape for Japenese forces who nlght be trapped eust of
the Poha River. uf*

I
3
D

=T Gcnoral Patch dlrected the 15%2nd In;antry to occupy Mt. husten nnd

after” necQSSury reconn&issance this operat1on wzs initieted on December 17th.
The HEt. Austen areu had beon patrollcd prcviously and from the informstion ob-

tained, it wes not ‘bBelievew that the enewy had eny sizéable force there. Cogf

soquently, tho 5rd Battallon, 132nd Infantry . moved out to accomplish thig:

otjectiva, .Thoy reached ‘the” “edge of the jurgle of Mt. husten shortly’ after ”

noon on Deccmber 17th end after penetrating the jungle were.hold up by’
enuny L&Ohlnu gun firg whloh 1nfllctod sone cusutlties and resulted in the

battﬁlion conmundor devotlng ‘the rémsinder of -the afternoon to reconnalssance

and d15p051nb his “force for an attack on the morning of December 18th, -
. The ettuck was leunchod as. scheduled but shortly thereafter, the battalion

‘cormander, l¢. Col. Nilliam C.- erght 132nd Infantry, was killod whlch G
“resulted in“sone confu51on LR Pduired reorganization. The advence . e

‘continued but® it soomr beceme a arent that enemy resistence was such that
one b talion ‘ooulé mot accompllsh the mission. Consequently, the lst
Battal 152nd Inf&ntcy, cormanded by Lt. Col. Earl R. Ripstra, wes moved
forward anq “directed to  envelop the enery's rlght east, flark, Eneiny re=
31stance was stubborn.v Supply, ‘which et this timc was entlroly by hand '
carrier, was eifficult and it eventuelly beceme necessary to delay until
the Engineers . coula construct "jeap" roads along the grassy slopcs. to tho

" edge of the Jun le neer the' surmit: Wwhon the eneny -Wes. fixed and hls~

9051tions located, successful oporatlons permltted the 2nd»n»ﬂ_ S
},;,' -k -
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battallon, 132nd iInfentry, Cumnunnud by Lit. Col. George . rerry, in =

, ;wido flank;nv novenent to the sovuth, to capturu Hill 27 +iich resulted

‘4n clearing the onciy frou tho northern cnd cestern slopss of :X. «usten.
0his wes successfully accumplishgd on Jenuery 21C agsinst stubbern unery
resigtanco and repestcd courter-ettacks. Enomy losses curing this period .
;approximntcd 400, On Jdsnusry *Oth, tho 55th Infantry exccuted a presege of

,gﬁx-s’f "' lines through the 132nc aus = pert of the benurgl Corps plan of sttack, Thic
Sy . Uiroginent ran into unexpecten resistance . being unzble to ecvence front-
B .ally, cxecutcd a brilliant flonking ﬂOVthﬂt whlch, assisted by the Jra’

- VBattallon, 182n¢é. Infuntry (atteched to the 25th D1v151on) succecdod iR 7
. - 5pocket1ng and letor annihileting the fencd OKi reginent which wes strun‘lv
Rk ;' dug=in- on the: northwestern slopo of It. auaten ncar the nuau wat ors, of thy

' T FOURTH PHISE e T
P . - R T . - } o, .
« . . . The attack of the XIV aruy Corps wes successful and Eokankons

_occupied on January 25th. During this peried the 1l€2nd Infantry,-less Or.
‘Battelion, wes attachél to the composite «riy end lisrine Divisien commendeu
by Generel i, DcCerre, USIC which made the holding wttack génerally west -
~along the besch. The 3rc Bettalion, 182nd Inlantry en¢ the americel
Division Mobile Corbat feconnaissunce 3qusdron were cttachod 'to the 25t
- Division which mace the nain ettack, an onvelopuent of.the enciy ri ht
"f(south) flank. The 164th Infentry snc tho ljcn“ Infertry uccu91LL cofensive
positions within the pcrimcter defense (ncnuerson Ficla Bes cnhaao) Mnen
qﬂKokuabuna wzs resched, it wes evident thet tho eneny wes in full retreat
_end o pursuit wes orcerci. Un Februery lst, comuend of the wostern force
passoc fr0u Generel DeCerre to General Sebree. The £nd Buttallon,,132nl
Infentry, with an additional heuvy -acapons company en¢ & battory of
7 artillory attached, wore lenced in the vicinity of Verchug on Februery lst
with the mission of advancing north and egcgt zpainst the erewy roar. The
nein’ ‘forces advencing tu the vicst et that tine, were comgoopd Gf the lolst
Infantry, (25tn D1v1sion), 147th Iufantry, (an independent regiment),
; “the obth-Uerine reginent. The cnony nede k.stubborn uefensy’ alon, thef¥4
..« . Bonegi Plver agalnst thé 1L7th Infantry but zafter: crous1nb “the B\nu‘l
o rosist“nce was confined to small Qeleying bruups.' The - force auyu101nb
, “&round tho west ¢nc of the islend ené the nxin force auvanclpb northapot
o ,V,U;'effacted a juncture et L:25 P, FcFruhry 9th, scutheast of Cago Espprance
R -::at the‘Tenamba Rlver. This teriins tcd all organlzec‘Japaneoe res1qtanco'
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