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a, This issue of Lessons Lea,med deals with the concept of pursuit 
a3 it pertains to operations in IiL, Special emphasis is placed on aggres- 
ive reaction tc VC initiated attacks or; friendly forces, to the end that the 
VC forces are destroyed as effective military organizations and maximum kill 
is obtained, 

b. To date, VC Hain Force and North Vietnamese Army units have 
avoided combat with US and Free World units unless they have been able to 
eng;zge isolated elements with superior force, Host of the ogerations which 
are scheduled have as their objectives finding and destroying VC forces, A 
number of' tL,, -=e operations hzve not matie significant contact with these 
forces, although other objectives have been attained, In short, tne obtaining 
of hard, reli.a'=tle and timely intelligence is one of the most difficult tasks 
facing all fri'cndly forces in RVN, 

C.J The VC, however, continue to attack isolated or semi-isolated 
friendly units arid installations, to include US and Free World units as well 
as Regional and Populnr Forces and ARVX units. By attacking a friendly force, 
the VC have solved a major portion of the intelligence problem - contact has 
been achieved! Enga;;ement and pursuit of VC forces wk*ich reveal their pres- 
ence by offensive action must therefore receive the highest priority at all 
levels. 

d. This issue is related to Lessons Learned No 55, The Rattle of 
Annihilation, which dealt with rapid reaction to good intelligence and the 
use of multiple forces to fix and destroy the enemy. Lessons Learned No 57 
concerns itself with our abiiity to transform a VC initiated offensive actioc 
into a VC def'eat. 
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e. The purpose of this Lessons Iearned is to demonstrate the ccn- 
duct of pursuit following a VC initiated attack on a friendly force, 

2. (U) THE INCTRINE OF PURSUIT: 

a, "Pursuit is the maintenance of contact with, and the continua- 
tion of offensive action against, a fleeing enemy." (para 85b, FM 31-16, 
Feb 631, 

be "The pursuit differs from the exploitation in that its primary 
p-urpose is the destruction of the enemy force which is in the process of 
disengac,enent, rather than the seizure of a terrain objective." 
F&i T-20, Jan 62). 

(para 167, 
. 

c. "A force conducting a pursuit is normally organized into two 
elements, the direct pressure force, and the encircling force(s)? (para 
85c, FN 3146, Feb 63). 

3. (CKHA) PHASES CF THE ACTION: 

a. Xn order to provide a better understanding of this application 
of pursuit, it is necessary to examine the various phases of the action 
being described in this document. These phases are generally as follows 
(and will be further explained in subsequent paragraphs): 

(1) Enemy attack, - 

(2) Defense. 

(3) Reaction, 

(4) E;nec!y with drawal, 

( 5 ) Pursuit * 

It must be recqnized, however, that these phases are not sequential, i.e., 
the reaction !o enemy attack stlould start i Gm&iately upon notification of 
such at-Lack a-Id the "purstii.5" -LY:,~ h,e it-!! 5irtr~2 r:l ior to9 or :i'xring the with- 
drawal of enemy forces. 

b. Enemy attack - The eneq; atta-r; described herein is directed 
against an isokted or seimi-isolated ~'~-ien&~ unit or installation. Every 
effort is made to ensure success t‘;lrr)@ the ze of superior force and 
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painstakinG and detailed reconnaissance. In the case of a static instal- 
lation, e.g& outpost, .the planning and reconnaissance phase may last over 
several weeks. The attack itself is of relatively short duration i.e., 
1-6 hours, and is characterized by an intense but nomally well-disciplined 
application of infantry firepower. 

C. Defense - The defense by friendly forces under attack is a 
key factor in the overall conduct of pursuit for the following reasons: 

(1) The force being attacked in effect becomes a fixing or 
direct pressure force, 

(2) Maximux~ casualties are inflicted in order to weaken the 
enemy force and its ability to withdraw successfully. . 

(3) The defensive position forms a base for the pursuit of 
the enemy force as the attack is blunted, 

(4) The defense provides reaction time in connection with 
its fixing force mission. The defending force must be capable of independent 
sustained action for reasonable periods and ideally without resupply or 
reinforcement, Normal perimeter defense doctrine applies. 

d, Reaction. 

(1) Reaction is defined herein as the actions of friendly 
forces, other than the unit being attacked (para 3c, above), We have 
assumed that the VC have attacked a friendly unit inferior in strength 
to the attacking force9 and that, using all available fire power, this 
friendly force is defending successfu'llg - thus becoaning a fixing force, 
It is then evident that to insure th& the VC irLtiated offensive action 
is converted into a VC del"ezt, addit.ional forces must be introduced in a 
timely and effective ~rr&n.ncr 

(2) It is not su1fi.cien.t to state that reaction must be 
swift and powerful, The reac+,i.ori f'oorces n;bst be introduced in a timely 
manner so as to (l>p reliex pr ssswe cm tks defending unit and (2), 
exploit the fixing action ~~hic;red b;~ tl.ie defending unit. Time anr! space 
factors for mutual support 3:; ::\ (Ijaceni. units and/or designated reaction 
forces must be computed co:AinlXLly. These factors apply to reaction 
forces designated during active operations as well as for those in support 
of the RF/PI? outpost system or othz fixed installations, Prior planning 
is essential, but mus t be constantly reviewed to insure that plans accurately 
reflect the status and location of the designated units. If the reaction 
time exceeds the "st pursuit becomes 
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extremely diff'icult or the cefendiq' fcree is placed in serious danger of 
being overrun, depending on the coiir~~ of action chosen by the VC. 

(3) FuArthermore, t1.e rea,ction forts mur;t be introduced in an 
effective manner, i.e,, in such a way as to trap the VC force against the 
defending unit, or to engage him declsivcly as hz withdraws, Selection of 
U's, routes and attack positions rxst be a contiwous process in conjunction 
with the time factors previously diecussed. A successful system for planning 
this type of action has been developed by the I,,~ "T?fi A5n Bde and is outlined 
as follows: 

(a) Three concentric circles are constructed with radii 
of 3 km, '7 km and 12 km to correspond in scale with the I-IXLP utilized, The 

common center of the circles is the position, town or cmp in question. 
,The 3 km circle represents the limit inside which airlanded forces would 
mask local fires. The 7 km circle represents tk.e approximate limit of 
effective fires from infantry supporting weapons. The 12 km circle is the 
line beyond which airlanded artille,u. Y-IT ea&nnot support the local forces, 

1 The circles are divided in%o octants by con- 
structing a North-South-line and an East-West line through the common 
center, and then bisecting each quadrant thus formed. 

2 The octants are Lettered consecutively in a 
clockwise direction, stzrting with the innermost circle. 

2 The LZ's are then numbered consecutively bit1li.n 
each lettered grid segment, 

. 4 Easy reference is made to IDS by stating the 
section of grid by letter, and the specific 13 by number, for example: 
P-2, Q-3, ets. (see diagram next page), 
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(b) UZii-t- this systca, a 'Tcj,sk Face Commander I&J- be 
given a mission to land ~7x1 *. u ca.rtiC\J.lLir 1Z t~~t,hj.n a section of the ‘;:rfd, 
and to block ;uA de&q; t‘nt?:~~~ for.cp 
the same time, + 

,s wi%hdm&ng through his area. At 
bhe system allows scfficie:t :‘lexibility to alter the plan 

by &an&in& IDS h&t&& chan[-iAp the ~w~eral mission. .J 

2 
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(4) All IW~l.llb of incrsasinl: the mobility of reaction forces 
must be employed, Not only lci1"1 3xh ~?rex!;s reduce overall reaction time 
but will inxease the,abili.ty of t:ie:;e forces to be intrcduced at the right 
place at the right time. In this conr,ection, EAS:k FLIGIITS (Lesson Learned 
No 32) and SPPLRCXG I-IAhK operations (squad size L;.‘.C~X FLIGhTS) should be con- 
sidered as methods of increasing reaction cqabi?Zti.es. 

d. Enemy withdrawal, 

(1) The withdrawal phase is as rx~ch a part of VC $anning as 
the approach march and the attack. Ra1l.y points for the gatoon, company 
and battalion are established as are routes to and between these points, 
Instructions are provided in detail concerning the method of withdrawal, 
usually in the order: security ekemtints, wounded, dead, captured materiel 
and rear guard elements. 

(2) Viet Cong withdrawal is begun only on a prearranged 
signal. The rodto of advance may be used as the route of withdrawal, 
particularly when the operation is successful and there is little fear of 
enemy reinforcements, aircraft or artillery fire. In some instances, . 
antipursuit defenses (mines, booby traps etc) are prepared during the 

. approach march and armed during the x.ittfdrawal. VC support units, such 
as antiaircraft and artillery, not in close contact with the enemy, 
frequently use same routes for advance and withdrawal. A schematic of the 
withdrawal pattern,. - chotrring a withdrawal following an attack on a fortified 
position, is shown on following page. 
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It should be noted that tint: VC have a negligible ability to support a 
withdrawal with indirect fire weapox~ Yis cnief defenses against pursuit 
are the use of rapid movement, a~!~?):rsti~s, booby traps and snipers along his 
routes of withdrawal, 

(3) Recognition of ?,he VC dgctrinc cf emergency dispersal is 
of vital importance to successful puz3-At. The VC commander may exercise 
one of tlrro options, both of which are based on pAor planning. I!e may elect 
to withdraw his force as a unit(s ) or order disperi;:il into small groups, 
If emergency dispersal should be required due to pursuit, blockins of the 
withdrawal route or intensive air effort, sm,all unit leaders take over again, 
possibly ordering total dispcr*sal on a man for man basis, If the unit CORL- 

mander is certain that the unit has been discovered from the air, he fre- 
quently sends a few men off in different directions to draw fire and mislead 
the aircraft. When dispersing as individuals and being pursued by ground 
forces, VC will seek concealment in the local area in preference to panic 
and purposeless flight. The individual's knowledge of fieldcraft, evasion 
techniques, 2nd fzuniliarity with the local area are decisive factors. If 
pursued to a settlement, he is taui-ht to hide his weapon and other equipment 
and demand conceatint from the villagers whose fear of possible reprisal 
from the VC ney provide him temporary protection. His personal safety is 
the VC*s only responsibility. If VC personnel have to hide out for weeks 
before returning to their unit, this is acceptable as they have no require- 
men-t to be back by reveille, and in their absence, tIley leave no vital in- 
stallations unguarded or in danger of attack. 

f. Pursuit, 

' (1) The pursuit phase essentially begins with the commitment 
of the reaction force and/or movement by adjacent units "to the sound of 
the gur1s2~ Contact, having been established by the defending force, must 
bc aggressively maintained by that force throughout. As the enemy with- 
draws, the defending force, acting as the direct pressure force, goes over 
to the attack. lu'eedless to say, policing of the battlefield is not a valid 
mission at this time. All available fires are brought to bear and all 
-aits close to destroy the enemy. Reaction forces block routes of with- 
drawal, orient on and engage the enemy in conjunction with the direct 
pressure force tx&il he is destroyed or is so fragmented that worthwhile 
contact is irretrievably lost. 

(2) Duriw the pursuit following a defensive action, am- 
kmhes 11lr7.y be laid for he defensive phase 
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, C. Execution. 

(1) On 3 March the 2,/28 Inf initiated Operation COCOA BEACH, 
moving to a battalion defensive position in their portion of the TAO% Am- 
bush patrols were sent out in the evening but no contact was established 
during the night. 

(2) On 4 March, company operations in the area routed a VC 
ambush, destroyed a base camp and noted other'indications of the presence 
of VC forces in the area. All companies returned to the perimeter that 
evening and again ambush patrols were sent out. 

(3) At 050030 March an intelligence report was received 
from the BEN CAT Sub-sector advisor that an unidentified VC regiment was 
located about 4 ian northeast of the 2/28, At 0600 hours a patrol from 
B Co engaged a VC company inflicting heavy casualties, and when moving 
back to the battalion perimeter was forced to fight through another VC 
company preparing to attack the battalion base. At about the same time, 
an A Co patrol detected VC "all around them" and also successfully fought 
their way back to the perFmeter. (see Sketch No 1). 

Sketch No 1 

0 
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being repeated with unfavorable rti?uXs. The principles of mutual support, 
security and reaction capability must rjot be ab?.ndoned in a headlong rush 
to pursue. In this connection artillery an?/cr air support must be inte- 
grated continuously into the developing scheme of maneuver both in the 
engagement of known forces and in blockirq, roles on suspected ro&es of 
withdrawal. In addition, it must be rec+:ized that direc t pursuit along 
routes of withdrawal encourages mbush and a growing attrition from sniping, 
mines and booby traps wit I-out decisive engagement of the enemy. A more 

effective method has been an intercept or flank attack, in conjunction with 
the direct pressure force which ha s mainLair& contact throughout. GAGLEi 
FLICFL'S may again be employed to intercept small. grotips of fleeing VC. 

a. Situation. 

(1) Friendly forces - 3~: 3 March 1966, the 3d Dde, 1st Infantry 
Div (US) initiated a Y3earch and Destroy" operation in the EIEN CAT District 
of BINH XJGHC Province, F'orces available consisted of three infantry bat- 
talions (2/28, 2/2 and I./16 Infantry), 10~~1, 8 inch and 175111m artillery and 
TAC air support, COCOA. EIEXH refers to the opera%ion conducted by the 2/28 
Infantry and other brigade eiements as described herein, 

(2) Enemy forces - Enemy forces encountered during the opera- 
tion described were identified as elements of tJ,c 2726 Regiment, supported 
by the Z&L. Yeavy Weapons Dattalion. Intelligence estimates indicated that 
a large VC force woiild attack frienciI.Ly x&ts xhen committed to an operation 
ra+,her thm attacking a base camp ar.za, 

(3) Terrain -i- The bemain cwrjr x::ich the action described was 
fought consisted of an aba?x?oned rubber plxta~1o~. a=a surrounded by jungle, 

b, Concept of the KQxratio3, 

(1) l'he ovc;l-aii 3rivade c?~?~ac.'.oly Jf' operations for March was r3 ' '. 
to eonduct a series of 'rc;:l.t LI In sized <;~‘<~~~ticjns (of which COCOA EEACE was 
one) within the !)rigade TA (~2, [;;>cOA >i"::& r,;;.lLed f'or the 2/Z bfa!Wry to 
conduct S&D operations ir? t:.&-I ~JO:LY;!X :>f Y-M brigade TACR for a pericd of 
six days. After 4 days a sexr~d bat 9 &x KS to 5nitiate operations in 
another part of the TN&, xlth tL:e 2,":.@ ?;:II‘ ~-c‘;Z,urning to the brigade 'base 
at the end of their sixth day out, I,'. tA:e Sx-4 battalion would then commence 
its part of the overall aperation, r~L1 operr?ti.ons were planned to be within 
105mm howitzer range of the brigade '-- L4 CA b 'G at I.r?l KiE, 
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5 
I (4) At 0635 hours the VC launched their fY.rut attack on the 

battalion perinmter from the northwest. Attacks then developed around the 
entim perimeter but were successfully repulsed b$ organlc~ fires, artillery 
and air dxtke8, resulting in heavy VC casualties. At 0745 hours the'l/l6 
Xnfantry wa8 alerted for ccmmitment and at 0930 this battalion executed a 
helicopter amault landing to the northeaet of the 2/28 (see Sketch No 2) 
in order to cut off VC withdrawing to the north and east. #Swing weat,w 'q 
thel/% engaged IIUMWOW small groups of VC and inflicted bavy ca8uaLi;d~ .* 3. 

Sketch No 2 

t 
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(5) By 1230 hours the heavy fighting around the 2/28 perimeter 
had subsided and a patrol was dispatched to the south in an attempt to re- 
gain contact. This patrol soon discovemd a VC coqany (Sketch No 2) oriented 
to the south with an apparent mission of blocking or ambushing any foot re- 
lief forces moving in from that direction, After an exchange of small arms 
fire, ax-tiller-~ was called in on this company, inflicting heavy casualties, 
Other elements of the 2/2S pursued the withdrawing enemy, which had fra.f.yented 
into small groqs as they withdrew, to the edge of the thick jungle sur- 
rounding the battle area where si:;nificznt contact was lost, Pursuit was 
continued by artillery and TAC air which successfully engaged SIX&~ groups 
of VC as they continued their withdrawal from the area. At l&3(, hours the 
l/l6 linked up with tne 2/28 which ended the major engagement, During the 
remainder of the day the surrounding area was searched and a perimeter 
established for the night. 

(6) At O&O on the following day, based on intelligence re- 
ports ofa probable VC escape route to the northwest, the 2/2 Infantry was 
committed by helicopter in an area approximately lj km west of the two- 
battalion position. This battalion swept from west to east, closing into 
the original battle area that evening, but without making contact. On the 
same afternoon (6 March) the 2/28 returned to LAI KHE, thus reconstituting 
the brigade reaction force as the remaining two battalions continued oper- 
ations in the area. 

d. Results. 

(1) Enemy: 460 KU (estimated); 199 bodies were counted in 
the immediate battle area. 

. 

(2) Friendlyz. 10 KIA, 25 WIA (5 March). 

5. mw ANALYSIS : 

a. The follovring points are noteworthy in this action: 

(1) 
one of which was 

A reaction force was immediately available (2 battalions, 
committed at the, heighth of the action), 

(2) The defense was superior, inflicting heavy casualties and , 
effectively engaging the main VC force while the reaction/pursuit force was 
coxxnitted. 

(3) The reaction force was commItted on the probable route of 
withdrawal arid sclccessfully engaged fleeing groups of VC. This force drove 
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toward the Z/28 position to trap re.zining VC in the area, 

(I,) The 2/26 moved out of ti;eir dtA'ensive positions, effectively 
enga@ng a VC company and contixdin~ UE pressure on other groups until 
sil;nificFnt contact was lost 1~ t:z c-v.3ouncS-r+; ,~un@.e, 

(5) One battnlion Q/2) was retained as a reaction force 
during the day, proviGinE a unit ",c continue the action if significant 
contact was re.sained, 

(6) TX afr aEd artiller'y we'e e+oyed to pursue the fleeing 
emmy after significan’c ;romd cm-tact wzs lost ti 

('I) 1. reaction force was reconstituted when the 2/28 returned 
to the brigade base, while two battalions continued operations in the TAO& 

b. In reviewing this action it can be noted that the analogy 
developed in para 3 held true, 
initiated the majo!: action9 

Ln the overall view although the VC 
COCOA EG'XH xas essentially a US planned and 

executed operation whel*An tke VC played their assigned part, The de- 
fensive battle by the 2/28 pzovi.Jed the fixing action and direct pressure 
necessary to effectLely introduce the reaction/enveloping force, Having 
suf'fered heavy casualties during their attecks, the VC upon withdrawing 
fragmented into small ;roups, 
enga-.ed by the direct pressure 

k si@ficant portion of these groups was 

wr?s no lont;er remmera tive, 
and enveloping forces until ground pursuit 

Lon_a range pursuit was then carried on by 
tactical air support and artillery fiz+e, 

c: Of particular significance in this action was the source of 
the infomation I%ccivcd early on the r~orning of 5 March. In this case the 
local advisory detachment L:~S able to protide notification of a major VC 
force in the immediate area, 
allowing a valid 

This informtion was timely and accurate, 
asscssmeA of the situation by a.11 commanders, 

a. VC forces will attack what appear to be isolated units in 
an operational area, 

b. This attack c:;n be converted into a significant victory by 
proper planning and aggressive actions cn the part of both the original 
defensive force and the reaction force, Plennin~ must be continuous and 
provide adequate flexibility. 
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c. The ob&jective is the destruction of the enemy force. To this 
end, contact once gained must not be lost while significant targets exist, 

CL The characteristics and vulnerabilities of VC operations can 
and must be turned to our advantage and exploited to the utmost, 

P The principles of mutual 
bility mu;; never be abandoned. 

support,security and reaction capa- 
Only by adhering to these pticiples can 

we react effectively to VC initiated actions and convert them into sig- 
nificant victories. 

f. Effective and continuous liaison must be established with 
ARVN forces and local aArea Vietnamese headquarters and their advisors, 
These sourcea can provide significant and timely information upon which 
to base operational plan3 and reaction operations, 

E 

R.’ A successful defense is merely the beginning of an action, 
Pursuit, of which reaction is a part, must be ai;,gressively carried out at 
all levels. This pursuit must be oriented on the enemy and not on relief 
or reinforcement of the defending force, 

FOR THE COMWNDEIR: 

xajor, Kc L 
Asst AG 
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