U.S.Army Military History Research Collection

A AT 1 LA s

DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH“ ]
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL e
CAMP BENNING, GA.

COURSE

IN

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
1920-1921

MILITARY HISTORY PAMPHLET NO. 3

[T

A

BATTLE

BIG BETHEL

.
N
N

BT e

PRINTED AT .
THE INFANTRY SCHOOI. PRESS

1921

IR

R

ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂlHmll\Ilﬂillll]!lﬂlltllltii;;,;;"3‘Eéili%i?i&iiizmmﬂlIhlllliiliﬂﬂ!iN_lllﬁlllﬁ;lﬁ!ﬂll@ﬂlﬂllﬂ%.lIH@E‘HIIUTHLH#UJHIIIHi}lllfllHIIIEINIIWIIIJIHH})!PJIUHIIJ'EIJHIFIJNHIINI!MIJJMHllH)IJHﬂllllll!ﬂlllli?muIi‘n .

A LT







%
H
1

¥

BATTLE OF BIG BETHEL

A CONFEDERATE NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT.
(Richmond Paper.)

o The following account of the battle of Big Bethel is given by.one who
warticipated in the defense:

YORKTOWN, June 11, 1861.

An engagement lasting four hours took place yesterday (Mon-
day) between five regiments of the troops from 0id Point and 1,100 Con-
federate troops, consisting of Virginians and North Carolinians under
Gen. Magruder, at Bethel Church, York County. Before telling you of
the battle, 1 will give you some circumstances preceding it. About two
weeks ago a party of 300 Yankees came up from Hampton and occupied
Bethel Church, which position they held a day or two and then retired,
leaving written on the walls of the church several inscriptions, such as
“Death to the Traitors,” “Down With the Rebels,” etc. To nearly all
these the names of the writers were defiantly signed, and all of the pen-
men signed themselves as from: New York, except one, who was from
Boston, Mass., U. 8. To these excursions into the interior, of which this
was the boldest, Gen. Magruder determined to put a stop, and accord-
ingly filled the place after the Yankees left with a few companies of his
own troops. In addition to this, he determined to carry the war into the
enemy’s country, and on Wednesday last Stanard’s battery of the Howit-
zer Battalion was ordered down to the church, where it was soon joined
by a portion of Brown’s battery of the same corps. The North Carolina
Regiment, under Col. Hill, was also there, making in all about 1100 men
and seven howitzer guns. On Saturday last the first excursion of con-
siderable importance was made. A detachment of 200 infantry and a
howitzer gun under Major Randolph, and one of the 7th Infantry and an-
other howitzer under Maj. Lane, of the North Carclina Regiment, started
different routes to cut off a party which had left Hampton. The party
was seen and fired at by Major Randolph’s detachment, but made such
fast time that they escaped. The troops under Major Lane passed within
sight of Hampton, and as they turned up the road fo return to Bethel,
encountered the Yankees, numbering about 90, who were intrenched be-
hind a fence in the field, protected by a high bank. Our advance guard
fired on them, and in another moment the North Carolinans were dash@ng
over the fence in regular French (not New York) Zouave style, firing
at them in real squirrel-hunting style. The Yankees fled for their lives
after firing for about three minutes without effect, leaving behind them
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three dead and a prisoner. The fellow was a stout, ugly fellow from
Troy, N. Y. He said he had nothing against the South, but somebody
must be soldiers, and he thought he had as well enlist. None of our men
were hurt. This bold excursion, under the very guns of the enemy, de-
termined the authorities at Old Point to put a stop to it, and clear us

out from Bethel. 'This determination was conveyed to us from persons
who came from the neighborhood of the enemy. On Monday morning
600 infantry and two guns, under General Magruder, left the camp and
proceeded towards Hampton, but after advancing a mile or two received
information that the Yankees were coming in large force. We then re-
tired, and after reaching camp the guns were placed in battery and the
infantry took their places behind their breastwork. Everybody was cool,
and all were anxious to give the invaders a good reception. About 9
o’clock the glittering bayonets of the enemy appeared on the hill oppo-
site, and above them waved the Star Spangled Banner. The moment
the head of the column advanced far enough to show one or two com-
panies, the Parrett gun of the Howitzer Battery opened on them, throw-
ing a shell right into their midst. Their ranks broke in confusion, and
the column, or as much of it as we could see, retreated behind two small
farm houses. From their position a fire was opened on us, which was
replied to by our battery, which commanded the route of their approach.
Our firing was excellent, and the shells scattered in all directions when
they burst. They could hardly approach the guns which they were firing
for the shells which came from our battery. Within our encampment
fell a perfect hail-storm of canister-shot, bullets and balls. Remarkable
to say, not one of cur men was killed inside of our encampment. Several
horses were slain by the shells and bullets. Finding that bombardment
would not answer, the enemy, about 11 o’clock, tried to carry the position
by assault, but met a terrible repulse at the hands of the infantry as he
tried to scale the breastworks. The men disregarded sometimes the de-
fenses erected for them, and, leaping on the embankment, stood and fired
at the Yankees, cufting them down as they came up. One company of
the New York Seventh Regiment, under Capt. Winthrop, attempted to
take the redoubt on the left. The marsh they crossed was strewn with
their bodies. Their captain, a fine-looking man, reached the fence, and,
leaping on a log, waved his sword, crying, “Come on, boys; one charge
and the day is ours.” The words were his last, for a Carolina rifle ended
his life the next moment, and his men fled in terror back. At the redoubt
on the right, a company of about 300 New York Zouaves charged one of
our guns, but could not stand the fire of the infantry, and retreated pre-
cipitately. During these charges the main body of the enemy on the
hill were attempting to concentrate for a general assault, but the shells
from the Howitzer Battery prevented them. As one regiment would
give up the effort, another would be marched to the position, but with no
better success, for a shell would scatter them like chaff. The men did
not seem able to stand fire at all. About one o’clock their guns
were silenced, and a few moments after their infantry retreated precipi-
pately down the road to Hampton, our cavalry, numbering three com-
panies, went in pursuit, and harassed them down to the edge of Hampton,
As they retreated many of the wounded fell along the road and died, and
the whole road to Hampton was strewn with haversacks, overcoats, can-
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teens, muskets, etc., which the men had thrown off in their retreat. After
the battle, I visited the position they held. The houses behind which they
had been hid had been burned by our troops. Around the yard were the
dead bodies of the men who had been killed by our cannon, mangled in
the most frightful manner by the shells. The uniforms on their bodies
were very different, and many of them are like those of the Virginia sol-
diery. A little further on we came to the point to whieh they had car-
ried some of their wounded, who had since died. The gay-looking uni-
‘forms of the New York Zouaves contrasted greatly with the paled, fixed
faces of their dead owners. Going to the swamp through which they
attempted to pass to assault our lines, presented another bloody scene.
Bodies dotted the black morass from one end to the other. I saw one
boyish, delicate-looking fellow lying on the mud, with a bullet-hole
through his breast. His hand was pressed on the wound from which his
life blood had poured, and the other was clenched in the grass that grew
near him. Lying on the ground was a Testament which had fallen from
his pocket, dabbed with blood. On opening the cover 1 found the printed
inseription: “Presented to the Defenders of their Country by the New
York Bible Society.” A United States flag was also stamped on the title
page. Among the haversacks picked up along the route were many let-
ters from the Northern States, asking if they liked the Southern farms,
and if the Southern barbarians had been whipped out yet. The force of
the enemy brought against us was 4000, according to the statement of
the six prisoners we took. Ours was 1100. Their loss in killed and
wounded must be nearly 200. Our loss is one killed and three wounded.
The fatal case was that of a North Carolinian who volunteered to fire -
one of the houses behind which they were stationed. He started from
the breastwork to accomplish it, but was shot in the head. He died this
morning in the hospital. The wounded are Harry Shook, of Richmond, of
Brown’s battery, shot in the wrist; John Werth, of Richmond, of the same
battery, shot in the leg, and Lieut. Hudnall, of the same battery, shot in
the foot. None of the wounds are serious. The Louisiana Regiment
arrived about one hour after the fight was over. They are a fine-looking
set of fellows. As there was force enough at Old Point to send up to
Bethel and surround us, we tocok up the line of march, and came up to
Yorktown, where we now are. I hear today that troops from Old Point
are now marching up to attack us, but cannot say whether it is so or not.

THE BATTLE AT GREAT BETHEL.

The attack on Great Bethel, it appears, was planned by the late
Major Winthrop. The correspondent of the Boston J ournal writes from
Fortress Monroe: _

This literal copy of a private memorandum made by Theodore Win-
throp early on the day preceding the fight, and from which, with very
trifling alteration of form, the official plan was (as I am informed)
drawn up, is a sufficient answer to the whole. I violate no confidence in
sending you these
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NOTES OF THE PLAN OF ATTACK,

By two detachments, upon Little Bethel and Big Bethel.

A regiment or a battalion to march from Newport News, and a regi-
ment or a battalion to march from Camp Hamilton (Duryea’s). Itach
regiment to be supported by suflicient reserves, under arms, in camp,
and with advanced guards on the road of march.

Duryea to push out two pickets at 10 p.m., one two and a half miles
beyond Hampton, on the county road, but not so far as to alarm the
enemy. This is important. Second picket half as far as the first. Both
pickets to keep as much cut of sight as possible, No one whatever {o
be allowed to pass out through their lines. Persons to be allowed to pass
inward towards Hampton, unless it appear that they intend to go round
about and dodge through to the front.

At 12, midnight, Col. Duryea will march his regiment with fifteen
rounds cartridges, on the county road toward Little Bethel. Scows will
be provided fo ferry them across Hampton Creek. March will be rapid,
but not hurried.

A howitzer with canister and shrapnel to go.

A wagon with planks and materials to repair the New Markel
bridge.

Duryvea to have the 200 rifles (Sharpe’s rifles, purchased the day
previous, are alluded to). He will pick the men to whom to intrust them.

Rocket to be thrown up from Newport News.

Notify Commodore Prendergast (flag officer) of this, to prevent
general alarm.,

Newport News movement to be made somewhat later than this, as
the distance is less. If we find and surprise them we will fire one volley,
if desirable, not reload, and go ahead with the bayonet.

As the attack is to be by night, or duskR of morning, and in detach-
ments, our people should have some token, say a white rag on the left
arm.

Perhaps the detachments which are to do the job should be smaller
than a regiment: 800 or 500 on the right and left of the attack would
be more easily handled.

If we bag the Little Bethel men push on to Big Bethel and similarly
bag them. Burn both the Bethels, or blow up if brick. ]

To protect cur rear, in case we take the field pieces and the enemy
should march his main body (if he has any) to recover them, it would be
well to have a squad of competent artillerists, regular or other, to handle
the captured guns on the retirement of our main body.

Also, to spike them if retaken.

George Scott (colored guide) to have a shooting iron.

\ Perhaps Duryea’s men would be awkward with a new arm in a night
or early dawn attack, where there will be litfle marksman duty to per-
form. Most of the work will be done with the bayonet, and they are
already handy with the old ones.

This private memorandum formed the basis of the official plan. To
the white badge was added the watchword “Boston”. The two field
pieces which it was hoped would be captured ave the same which you will
find veported, in a letter written the day before the battle, as being sta-
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tioned at Little Bethel. The purpose of the expedition was to caution
the rebels to cease their predatory attacks upon our pickets. To accom-
plish this object it was proposed to surprise, and if possible to capture,
the small force at Little Bethel. If that should be successfully accom-
plished, the battery at Big Bethel was to be reconnoitered, and if desir-
able it was to be attacked—but it was not to be attacked unless success
was positively assured. This was the last instruction, ag I happen to
know, having been present at the time, given by Gen. Butler to Mr. Win-
throp. “Be brave as you please,” said the General, “but run no risk.”

“BE BOLD! BE BOLD! BUT BE NOT TOO BOLD!

shall be our motto,” responded Winthrop. And upon instructions, of
which these are the substance, the two expeditions started. The object
of a surprise was totally defeated by Colonel Bendix’s blunder; yet in de-
fiance of all the rules of war of which 1 have ever heard, they kept on;
they destroyed the Little Bethel, and then, as it seems to me, somebody,
entirely upon his own responsibility, decided to proceed to attack Big
Bethel. But even this would seem to be scarcely improper. After read-
ing the criticisms of various partisan newspapers, after hearing the stories
of many persons who were engaged in the affair in one capacity and an-
other, after hearing a detailed statement, reported by reliable authority,
of a conversation with Colonel Bankhead Magruder, the commandant of
the rebel forces, and after having had a personal interview with Cap-
tain Levy, of Louisiana, — whose appearance had, without previous ac-
quaintance, sufficiently assured me that he is a truth-telling gentleman,
and who had excellent opportunities for understanding the whole affair,
since he was present in the rebel battery during the entire skirmish,
and his corps was at Yorktown, and as he is moreover a competent judge,
having seen much service, I am able to say this: I have yet to meet an
intelligent and competent officer, present at the skirmish, and engaged
upon either side, who does not believe that the place might easily have
been taken. 'This might have been accomplished, first, by turning it
upon our right, as Mr. Winthrop was attempting to do when he fell. That
attempt might have succeeded; to use the language of Captain Levy, as
nearly as I remember it: “Had you had a hundred men as brave as
Winthrop, and one to lead when he fell, I would be in Fortress Monroe
a prisoner of war to-night.” It might have been accomplished, second,
with much less difficulty upon the left; Captain Haggerty had discov-
ered this, had suggested it to General Pierce, had after some difficulty
secured Colonel Townsend’s cooperation, when this plan was defeated
by the gross blunder of whoever was in command of Townsend’s left—
a captain, I believe— in allowing three companies to become detached
from the main body by a thicket. From this circumstance Townsend, as
" he was proceeding to the attack, was led to believe, as he saw the bayo-
nets of his own men glistening through the foliage, that he was out-
flanked. He retreated, and that was the end of the battle.
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REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL BUTLER.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA,
FORTRESS MONROE, JUNE 10, 1861.

General: Having learned that the enemy had established an out-
post of some strength at a place called Little Bethel, a small church
about eight miles from Newport News, and the same distance from
Hampton, from whence they were accustomed nightly to advance both
on Newport News and the picket guards of Hampton, to annoy them,
and also from whence they had come down in small squads of cavalry
and taken a number of Union men, some of whom had the safeguard and
protection of the troops of the United States, and forced them into the
rebel ranks, and that they were also gathering up the slaves of citizens
who had moved away and left their farms in charge of their negroes,
carrying them to work in intrenchments at Williamsburg and Yorktown,
I had determined to send up a force to drive them back and destroy
their camp, the headquarters of which was this small church.

I had also learned that a place a short distance farther on, on the
road to Yorktown, was an outwork of the rebels on the Hampton side of
a place called Big Bethel, a large church near the head of the north
branch of Back River; that here was a very considerable rendezvous, with
works of more or less strength in process of erection, and from this point
the whole country was laid under contribution. Accordingly, 1
ordered General Pierce, who is in command of Camp Hamilton, at Hamp-
ton, to send Duryea’s regiment of zouaves to be ferried over Hampton
Creek at 1 o’clock this morning, and to march by the road up to New -
Market Bridge; thence, crossing the bridge, to go by a by-road, and thus
put the regiment in the rear of the enemy and between Big Bethel and
Little Bethel, in part for the purpose of cutting him off, and then to make
an attack upon Little Bethel. I directed General Pierce to support him
from Hampton with Colonel Townsend’s regiment with two mounted
howitzers, and to march about an hour later. At the same time I di-
‘rected Colonel Phelps, commanding at Newport News, to send out a bat-
‘talion composed of such companies of the regiments under his command
as he thought best, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, in
time to make a demonstration upon Little Bethel in front, and to have
him supported by Colonel Bendix’s regiment with two field pieces. Ben-
dix’s and Townsend’s regiments should effect a junction at a fork of the
road leading from Hampton to Newport News, something like a mile and
a half from Little Bethel.

I directed the march to be so timed that the attack should be made
just at daybreak, and that after the attack was made upon Little Bethel,
Duryea’s regiment and a regiment from Newport News should follow
immediately upon the heels of the fugitives, if they were enabled to get
off, and attack the battery on the road to Big Bethel while covered by
the fugitives, or, if it was thought expedient by General Pierce, failing
to surprise the camp at Little Bethel, they should attempt to take the
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work near Big Bethel. To prevent the possibility of mistake in the dark-
ness, I directed that no attack should be made until the watchword was
shouted by the attacking regiment, and in case that, by any mistake in
the march, the regiments that were to make the junction should unex-
pectedly meet, and be unknown to each other, also directed that the mem-
bers of Colonel Townsend’s regiment should be known, if in day-light,
by something white worn on the arm.

The troops were accordingly put in motion as ordered, and the
march was so timed that Colonel Duryea had got in the position noted
upon the accompanying sketch, and Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, in
command of the regiment from Newport News, had got into the posilion
indicated upon the sketch, and Bendix’s regiment had been posted and
ordered to hold the fork of the road with two pieces of artillery, and
Townsend’s regiment had got the place indicated just behind, and about
to form a junction as the day dawned.

Up to this point the plan had been vigorously, accurately, and suc-
cessfully carried out. But here, by some strange fatuity, and as yet
unexplained blunder, without any word of notice, while Townsend was
in column of route, and when the head of the column was within one
hundred yards, Colonel Bendix’s regiment opened fire with both artillery
and musketry upon Townsend’s coluran, which in the hurry and confu-
sion was irregularly returned by some of Townsend’s men, who feared
that they had fallen into an ambuscade. Townsend’s column immediate-
ly retreated to the eminence near by, and were not pursued by Bendix’s
men. By this almost criminal blunder two men of Townsend’s regiment
were killed, and eight {(more or less) wounded. Hearing this cannonad-
ing and firing. in his rear, Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, not knowing
but that his communication might be cut off, immediately reversed his
march, as did Colonel Duryea ,and marched back to form a junction with
his reserves. General Plerce, who was with Townsend’s regiment, fear-
ing that the enemy had got notice of our approach and had posted him-
self in force on the line of march, and not getting any communications
from Colonel Duryea, sent back to me for ve-enforcements, and I imme-
diately ordered Colonel Allen’s regiment to be put in motion, and they
reached Hampton about 7 o’clock. In the meantime, the true state of
facts having been ascertained by General Pierce, the regiment effected a
junction and resumed. the line of march. At the moment of the firing of

-Bendix, Colonel Duryea had surprised a part of an outlying guard of the
enemy, consisting of three persons, who have been brought in to me.
Of course, by this firing, all hope of a surprisc upon the camp at Little
Bethel was lost, and upon marching upon it it was found to have been
vacated, and the cavalry had pressed on toward Big Bethel. Colonel
Duryea, however, destroyed the camp at Little Bethel, and advanced.
General Pierce then, as he informs me, with the advice of his colonels,

- thought best to attempt to carry the works of the enemy at Big Bethel,
and made dispositions to that effect.

The attack commenced, as T am informed (for I have not yet re-
ceived any official reports) about half past 9 o’clock. At about 10 o’clock
General Pierce sent a note to me, saying that there was a sharp engage-
ment with the enemy, and that he thought he should be able to maintain
his position until re-enforcements could come up. Acting upon this in-
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formation, Colongl Carr’s regiment, which had been ordered in the morn-
mg to proceed as far as New Market Bridge, was allowed to go forward.
I received this information, for which I had sent a special messenger,
about 12 o'clock.

I immediately made disposition from Newport News to have Colonel
Phelps, from the four regiments there, to forward aid, if necessary. As
soon a8 these orders could be sent forward 1 repaired lo Hampton, {or
the purpose of haVH‘IQ proper ambulances and wagons for the sick and
Vounded, intending to 20 “forward and join the command. While the
wagons were geoing forward a me%ender came announmm that tho on-

onoamant had tavminatad SN | dasm o wrraue “.u“,\. 3w Y
gagement nad bi:.l.}ulllcl,b\.,u. aiia LU.al/ Lllb LLOUPS were lUb iy il

order to camp.
I remained upon the ground at Hampton, personally sceing the

wounded put in beats and towed around to the hOSpltal and order l"ﬂ"
f(n ward Lieutenant Movris, with two hoat howitzers, to cover the rear
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of the returning column in case it should be attacked. Having been in-
formed that the ammunition of the artillery had been expended and see-
iﬁf‘ Lub‘ neau Ui Lll‘d (,Uiul[lll dp_{)l()d,(,ﬂ lldIllpEOD 111 gooa 01(18][, 1 V\’dlL( d.
f01 General Pierce to come up. 1 am informed by him that the dead and
wounded had all been blought off, and that the return had been conduet-
ed in good order and without haste 1 learned from him that the men

1\1\‘n~\1rl\r’ 1rith ovaot ctaadivan M tha aveant ~F oanrra o Tr
WOLIG VO Vrabll Z1To0L :)Lt:auuxcao, WIL e LALCL}LIU!L 01 36iTie 1ew lllbbﬂ-ll\b s,

and that the attack was made with propriety, vigor, and courage, but
that the enemy were found to be supported by a battery variously esti-
mated as of from fifteen to twenty pieces, some of which were rifled
cannon, which were very well served, and prolected from being readily
turned by a creek in front.

Our loss is very con51derable, amountmg, pelhaps, to fo iy ﬁftV,
a quar Lel pd!b UL V\’Ill(.,H, yuu Wlll see, was llUIll LIIC ulll()l bul (] (28| chU\\,,
to call it by no worse name, of (_‘ol(mel Rendix.

I will, as soon as official returns can be got, give a fuller detail of
the aflair; and will only add now that we have to regret especially the

daath Af Tianteanant Clvahla Af +ha Qacand Awdillary wha want aut with
agatn G1 LJdeutenanty wireoie, &1 e oeldna .cx.v.muc;._y, wii0 WENl Our Wit

Colonel Washburn from Newport News, and who very efliciently and
gallantly fought his piece until he was struck by a cannon-shot.

1 will endeavor to get accurate statements to forward by the next
mail.

1 think, in the unfortunate combination of circumstances and the
result which we exper'enced we have gained more than we have lost,
Cur troops have learned to have confidence in themselves under five. The
enemy have shown that they will not meet us in the open field. Our offi-
cers have learned wherein their organization and drill are ineflicient

While waiting for the olficial reports, 1 have the honor o submit

0o

4lirrc Lo 4k ~fFoarmation of which T am nossess A
CAUS T4aY e INiormadcion o7 WALGHA 1 dlll PUSSCooeu.
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B3 ® Ed *
FORTRESS MONROE, JUNE 16, 1861.

General: Upon examination of the official repmts f the oﬁiu\rs
commfmdincr the various corps that were engaged in the skirmish at B!
b {

AT find nothing to add or correct in my former dis spa i &
Deuwl, I{in d not ning to aga or Correct 1 my Iormer Cis 1 Ta
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as relates to the dispositions for the attack. It now turns out beyond
controversy, as I deem, that the firing was commenced upon Colonel
Townsend’s by Colonel Bendix’s men. It is not so certain whether Colo-
nel Bendix gave the order to fire or not, although the evidence is-strong
upon the point that he did so. It was evidently a mistake, and in spite
of the precaution that, before any order to fire -was to be given in the
dark, the watchword “Boston” should be shouted, and that Celonel Town-
send’s men should be distinguished by a white badge upon the arm,
- with which order Colonel Townsend complied. Lieutenant Greble, of -
the Second Artillery (regulars), whose loss as a gallant officer, thorough
soldier, and amiable man we all must deplore, was with Colonei Ben-
dix’s command and participated in the mistake of Colonel Bendix, as I
am informed by the colonel’s report. Colonel Townsend has desired a
court of inquiry for the purpose of investigating this transaction, with
which request, as soon as the exigencies of the public service will per-
mit, I shall comply.

As T stated in the former report, this attack was not intended to
enable us to hold Big Bethel as a post, because it was not seriously in
our way on any proposed road to Yorktown, and therefore there was
never any intention of maintaining it, even if captured. The length off
the road and the heat of the weather had caused great fatigue, as many
of the troops, the previocus night having been cool, had narched with
their thickest clothing. I take leave to assure you that every precaution
had been taken to prevent notice to the enemy of our approach. A
picket guard had been sent out on the night before at 10 o’clock to pre-
vent the egress of persons from our camp in the direction of Yorktown,
but we have since learned that information had been communicated to
the enemy of our approach, and we believe that we have under arrest
the person who communicated the intelligence—a discharged soldier of
the United States many years since, who resided in Hampton. If the
evidence is satisfactory to a court-martial, he will be dealt with with such
severity of punishment as will be a lesson to the many who surround us,
and who are engaged in the same nefarious business. -

From subsequent infomation I am certain that the force which was
at first in Great Bethel did not exceed a regiment, and had the order
been executed which T had given to General Pierce of attack, that, “if
we find the enemy and surprise them, we will fire a volley if necessary,
not reload, but go ahead with the bayonet,” I have no doubt of the cap- .
ture of the battery. But in attempting to obtain information upon the
road as to the force in Big Bethel, the cxaggerated statements of the
inhabitants and the negroes as to the numbers intrenched were taken,
instead of the estimates and information of the commanding general so
that it was believed by the oflicers in command and by the men that there
were 4,000 or 5,000 there in force. From the intelligence given the
enemy, and the unfortunate occurrence of the morning, two regiments
to re-enforce them were at last brought up, but not until about the time
our troops retired. I made no doubt that the battery would have beqn
taken but for another unfortunate mistake, as reported to me, Whergzln
the colonel of a regiment mistook two companies of his own men, which
had been separated from him by thicket, for a flanking party of the
enemy, making a sortie {rom the battery, and because of that mistake



em that the sklrmlsn was 1 st by vice because
our officers mistook their friends for their enemies, I am informed, and
fully believe, that immediately upon the retiring of our troops, for the

purpose, as was supposed by the enemy, of turmng the ﬁank of th‘o loat-
tery, the battery was immediately evacuated, remaine vacu

retired; so that it would se

and- lelucuucu 80 evacu-

oo o Tf it was so done it would be a matter of no
ated until the second aay. i1 1t wa Qo

consequence, because, as General Seott had been informed, as I have
already prevmusly stated, it was no part of our intention to occupy it.

mn Al atrnd +ha oragtoct oql

The major part of the officers and men behaved with the greatest gal-
lantry and good conduct, and I have to mention in terms of ecommenda-

vty anln guvhk LailuLy [23410 3

tion the gallantry and courage of Colonel’ Townsend, the coolness and
firmness of Lleutenant—Colonel Washburn, and the efficiency of Captain

waz actine as aid to General Pilerce, a nart

My ATy & priva v

[z 3272
ﬂdbgtﬁl Ly, of 1y bba.,u, Wno was acuinig dsS all v wtiicial

of his own being sick. ) )
The country has to delore the loss of Maj. Theodore Wmthrop,“ my

088
acting military secretary, who led the advance corps with Celonel Dur-
vea. and who the moment hefore his death had gone forward on the

JCa, aiiv Wil wiit [LUVILCHL weiQIT IUs

right with the detachment of Vermont and Massachusetts troops under
order of Lleutenant-Colonel Washburn, and who at the moment of his

FS AN SN Af anda +ha hatdan
death was t-,'ugag,cu in uuuuxg the best manner of cu»tuuxg tne oatiery,

when he fell mortally wounded. His conduct, his courage, his efficiency
in the field, were spoken of in terms of praise by all who saw him.
Subsequent knowledge has shown beyond all question that if, at the
time our frnnpq rohvoﬂ an quvanno had been ordered, the battery would
have been taken; but thls is the result of subsequent knowledge, and is
not to be taken as evidence of the want of eﬁiciency of those in command
of our troops. It is a pleasure to be able to announce that our loss was
much less even than was reported in my former du atech, and appears
by the official report furnished herewith. Our loss of those permanently

injured is twenty-five. I have the honor again to mtmm you that we

have 0"1}110(] much more than we have Ingt hy the skirmich at RPig Rathal
have gam el Inucn Meore nan we nave 108t 0y tne SKIrmisin at pig nelnel,

and whxle the advance upon the battery and the capture of it might have
adﬂcd (’flat to the occasion, it wou]d not have added to its substantial re-
suits. 1 have been very careful to procure an accurate account of the
dead, wounded, and missing, in order that I may assure those friends
who are anxious for the safety of our soldiers and an exact account may
be given of all those injured. There is nothmg to be gamed by any con-
cealment in this re"m" The exact ir uuh which is to be stated at all
times, if anything is stated, is especially necessary on such occasions. In
hlq behalf I thmk we are not to take a lesson from our enemies. I am
uappy to add that upon sencung a4 message to Yorktown I found that
the courtesies of civilized warfare have been and are intended to be ex-
tended to us by the enemies of the country now in arms, which in this
department at all tlmes shall be fully reaprocated I have omitted a
detailed statement of the movements of the various corps in this attack,
because, while it might be interesting, yet, without a map of the ground

1{13(1 ndf\tmli would serve no useful purpose. I forward herewith the

oiiicial veports of General Pierce and Colonels Bendix and Townsend,
which contain all that may bhe material

Bt VoL 1,
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CASUALTIES IN THE UNITED STATES FORCES AT BIG BETHEL, JUNE 10, 1861.

‘Commands -‘w—‘| Klll(d. | \Vonndml | Mrbsm" | Aqgreaate i T Remarks T T
Staff e |1 N | 1 | Maj. Theodore Win-
Infantry ... | | | throp
Fourth Massachusetts | 1 e 1|
First New York .........| 2 I | 3
Second New York | 2 1 3
Third New York ......] 2 27 ’ 1 | 30
Fifth New York ... | 6 13 | .. 19
Seventh New York ... { 3 | 7T 2 ‘ 12 )
First Vermont ... 2 | 3 1 6 |
Second U. S. Artillery i] S T 1 | Licut. John T. Greble
Total ... [ 18 | 583 | 5 | 76 l

GENERAL PIERCE’S LETTER.
CAMP HAMILTON, JUNE 12, 1861.

To the Editor of the Boston Journal:

Please correct the erroneous report set afloat by my enemies. There
were but seven killed of the forces that went from this camp, in the ex-
pedition to Little and Great Bethel, on the 10th of this month, and Col.
Townsend, of the Third Regiment New York Volunteers, who was for-
merly Adjutant-General of the State of New York, offers to certify that
I gave my orders properly, and that under the circumstances the battle
could not have been managed better.

This T write that the public may not judge me before I have time
to be heard.

Captain Haggerty and Major Winthrop, of General Butler's Staff,
were with me and advising me to do as I did. Gen. Butler has not 1nt1-
mated to me as yet that he blames me at all.

In haste, yours, ete.

GENERAL PIERCE’S REPORT. o
CAMP HAMILTON, JUNE 12, 1861.

Sir: Sunday forenoon, June 9, 1861, I received an order requiring
my attendance at your headquarters forthwith, where I arrived at about
11 o’clock, and found you and Colonel Duryea, of my command, consuit-
ing upon a plan of proposed attack upon places known as Big Bethel and
Little Bethel, and received from Captain Butler, of your staff, the fol-
lowing plan of operations:

A regiment or battalion to march from Camp Hamilton (Duryea’s),
each to be supported by sufficient reserves, under arms in camp and in
advance guard out on the line of march. Duryea to push out two pickets
at 10 p. m., one also two and a half miles beyond Hampton, on the county
road, but not so far as to alarm the enemy. This is important. Sec-
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t half as far as the first; both pickets as much out of sight as
possible. No one, whomsoever, to be a@llow@d to pass o_ut through their
lines. Persons to be allowed to pass inwards, unless it appeared they
intend to g0 around about and dodg'e through the point. At 12 o’clock
p. m. (midnight) Colonel Duryea will march h1§ regiment, with twenty
rounds cartridges, in the county road toward Little Bethel; scows to be
provided to ferry them across Hampton Creek. .

March to be rapid but not hurried.

A howitzer, with canister and shrapnel, to go, and a wagon with
planks and materials to repair New Market Bridge. Duryea to have the
200 rifles; he will pick the men to whom they are intrusted. Rockets
to be thrown up from Newport News. Notify Commodore Pendergast
of this, to prevent general alarm. Newport News movement to be made
somewhat later, as the distance is somewhat less. If we find the enemy
and surprise them, we will fire a volley if desirable, not reload, and go
ahead with the bayonet. As the attack is to be made at night, or the
gray of the morning, and in two detachments, our people should have
some token, say a white rag, or nearest approach to white atfainable,
on the left arm. Perhaps the detachments who are engaged in the ex-
pedition should be smaller than a regiment.

If we capture the Little Bethel men, push on to Big Bethel and sim-
ilarly capture them. Burn up both the Bethels. Blow up, if brick. To
protect our rear in case we take either field pieces, and the enemy should
march the main body, if there are any, to recover them, it would be well
to have a party of competent artilierists, regular or otherwise, to handle
the captured guns on the retirement of our main body; also spikes to
spike them. George Scott is to have a revolver. And in pursuance of
these orders is issued the following order carly Sunday evening:

- i ond picke

GENERAL ORDERS, )
NO. 12 ) HeapQuarrers, Camp HAMILTON, JUNE 9, 1861,

A plan of attack to-night is herewith inclosed and forwarded to Colonel
D}n-yea, commanding Fifth Regiment of New York State Volunteers, who
will act accordingly. Colonel Townsend, commanding Third Regiment of
New York State Volunteers, will march his command in support of Coloncl
Duryea. Colonel Carr, commanding the Second Regiment New York State
Yoluntgers, will detach the artillery company of his regiment with their
field picces, and take their position at the burned bridge, near Hampton.
Colopels Allen, Carr, and BMcChesney will hold théir entire command in

- readiness, fully prepared to march at a moment’s notice. All the troops
will be supplied with one day’s rations, and each man with twenty rounds of
ball cartrlldges ; and, that no mistake may he made, all the troops, as they
charge, will shout “Boston.” Colonels Allen, Carr, Townsend, Duryea, and
MeChesney will govern themselves zccordingly.

By command of Brig. Gen. E. W. Pierce:

R. A. Pierce, Brigade Major.

; k%nd,. m Cqmpliance with this order, Colonel Durvea sent out two
?ICI ets af« 10 o clock p. m,, two and one-half miles beyond Hampton, on
e county road, with orders to keep out of sight as much as possible,
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allowing persons to pass in, but none to pass out. At twenty minutes
past 12 o’clock (midnight) Colonel Duryea passed the remainder of his
command over the river at Hampton, and pushed on for Little Bethel,
having now upon that side of the river some 850 men, He was followed
about two hours after by the Third Regiment New York State Volun-
teers, Colone! Townsend, with 650 men, and a detachment from Colonel
Carr’s regiment, with two mountain howitzers, under the direction of a
non-commissioned ofliccr and four privates of the U. S. Army, accom-
panied by myself, with an aide-de-camp; and we had prececded on about
four miles, having taken the precaution to keep a mounted officer con-
siderably in advance to reconnoiter the road until we had reached New
Market Bridge, where we came up with a considerable number of Colo-
nel Duryea’s men, who were left to guard the bridge. Passing on my-
gelf, with aide-de~camp still being considerably in advance, we discov-
~ered a large body of armed men by the roadside, who appeared to he
emerging. from the woods and taking up their position on the road, and,
believing them to be friends, we werve passing on, when we suddeniy
discovered that they were occupying the road with a field piece, just
ready to open fire upon us, and we were immediately saluted by a volley
from their small-arms and a discharge from their field piece, quickly
followed by an indiseriminate fire from Colonel Townsend’s regiment.
1 rode back, ordered them to cease firing, charge hayounets, and shout
Boston. Colonel Townsend’s men fell to the right and left of the road in
confusion, but in a few minutes rallied and reformed, by dircctions of
myself and Colonel Townsend, under a very heavy fire. I then ordered
the columm to withdraw to a position about one-half a mile back across
the bridge, on rising ground, where they could sustain themsclves, de-
stroying the bridge as we passed. This movement I caused to be made,
hoping to draw the supposed enemy from their positions, and also to
await re-enforcements, which T had sent for, from Hampton, When we
found the supposed enemy advancing, 1 threw out skirmishers,.who, 1o
my surprise, I soon found uniting themselves with the supposed enemy,
who in a few minutes proved to be friends, and a portion of the forces
from Newport News, commanded by Colonel Bendix. The result of this
fire upon us was, 2 moxrtally wounded (1 since dead); 3 dangerously;
4 officers and 12 privates slightly; making a total, 21.

Leaving the rest to collect the wounded and refresh the tired men,
I had an interview with the commanding officers present -— Colonels
Townsend, Duryea, and Lieutenani-Colonel Washburn — and was strong-
ly advised by Duryea and Washburn not to proceed, as the enemy, being
now warned of our approach, weuld gain strength {rom Yorktown, and
that the original design of surprise had now become fully frustrated. 1
decided that it was my duty to follow my written instructions, and in
this decision was sustained by Major Winthrop and Captain ITaggerty,
your aides-de-camp.

In answer to the remonstrance of Colonel Duryea and Washhurn,
that re-enforcements would come from Yorktown, I replied that we had
already sent for re-enforcements from Camp Hamilton, and I hoped that
ours at least might equal theirs. We then marched on, being joined by

the forces from Newport News; and in veply to the question from Colo-
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nel Washburn, how are we to procced, I said, follow the original design
of Ceneral Butler to the extent of our several abilities. ‘

Soon after arrived at Little Bethel. That we burned, finding no re-
sistance, and halted the column, bringing the artillery to the front. We
soon after obtained the testimony of a woman at a farm-house that‘Big'
Bethel was garrisoned by some 4,000 men, and from a negro obtained
substantially a like information. When we arrived within a mile
of County Dridge the column halted, and Captains Kilpatrick and
Bartlett having discovered that the enemy were holdlng a_strong posi-
tion in battery at thé head of the road, we now _drew up in line of battle
at the skirts of the wood, the artillery and howitzers being pushed soms
thirty rods up the road. Captains Winslow, Bartlett, and Kilpatrick
having been ordered to advance as skirmishers, the 1‘eg1ment_ of Colonel
Duryea was by my orders moved out to the right of the main road, the
right flank resting behind a dense wood which skirted the road, where
it remained in line of battle in an open field about 300 paces from the
battery.

The forces from Newport News were brought into a second line of
battle in the field to the left of the road, and were soon after moved by
a flank so as to cross the road to cover the front, then being vacated by
the Fifth Regiment, now being marched by a flank through and covered
by the woods on the right, the Fifth Regiment being supported on the
right by the forces from Newport News. The latter, being marched
through the woods for that purpose, made several altempts to charge
the batteries, but were prevented by creek. Meanwhile the artillery in
the road was operated by the dirvections of Lieutenant Greble, who lost
hig life just at the close of the action.

While this was being done on the right, T directed Colonel Town-
send, with his regiment, to advance and take a position in a lane at right
angles to the main road leading to the battery, where he was directed to
send out skirmishers to ascertain the strength of the enemy’s right, and
for that purpose detailed Captains John G. Butler and Edwin S. Jenny,
with their companies, to cross the field immediately, and to so skirmish
as to draw the enemy’s fire, which was gallantly performed. The en-
emy’s fire was delivered vigorously. Colonel Townsend now moved his
regiment up to the point where the skirmishers were engaged -— a move-
ment which the regiment performed in line of battle as if on parade, in
the' face of a severe fire of artillery and small-arms, in a manner entirely:
satisfactory -— and were joined by about one hundred of the Fifth Reg-
iment as skirmishers on the right of Colonel Townsend’s command.
By the time Colonel Townsend’s regiment had arrived at its posi-
tion it became apparent that the battery had been strongly re-enforced,
and that any effort {o take it was useless. Besides, a company of that
regiment had been separated from the regiment by a thickly-hedged
ditch, and as the regiment moved forward towards the skirmishers this
company marched into the adjoining field in a line with the regiment.
This was not known to Colonel Townsend, who supposed, when the regi-
ment approached, that it was the entive regiment. Consequently, upon
seeing among the breaks in the hedges the glistening of bayonets in the
ad,lolmng' _fmld (he) immediatelv concluded that the enemy were out-
flanking him, (and) conceived it to be his duty to retive and repel their
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Shortly af’cer I dlrected all the forces to retire.

Vo PiS P

Colonel Duryea having said that his men were tired out, completely
exhausted, and that they must be taken to the rear. Colonel Allen of the

A a4 verarvld PRAL LRl Uil 8, U1 bll!‘:

First New York Reglment, advancing at this time, 1 1mmed1atelv direct-
ed him to throw his regiment 1C1'11:o the lane to the left of the main road

leading to the battery, and the Second nt:uuuulb, Colonel Carr command-
ing, were by order promptly formed in line of battle, covering the

SEAs LS

ground lately occupled by the Fifth Regiment, with their field pieces,
upon the left. 1T then ordered the killed and wounded picked up, placed

in whatever vehicle could be nrocured for the
n wnav pr i0Y uielr coilveyarce, l,ue IUUI-

ments of Colonels Allen and Carr meanwhile keeping the enemy at bav
On the retreat the reglment of Colonel Duryea led the column, followed

by that of Colonel Townsend and the forces from Newport News, the
rm)‘lm(n f of Colonels Allen n‘nﬂ Carr forming fhn reayr ouard of the re-

mernLs OLICES wall LOXE sU Ui wil

treatm column. Some difficulty was experienced in keepmg the men in
proper order during the retreat, the men being so exhaus‘ced by thirst as
to rush out of the ranks wherever waler was to be had.
For killed, wounded and missing please referdo my former report.
In closing this report, I wish to bear my testimony to the gallan
and soldierlike conduct of Colonel Townsend, who was indefatigable

in eneonraoine his mon and loading thoam in +the hattoet ceonoe aof the
N encéduraging ials men anag (Lading wnciil i tn€ noviest seenes 01 ine

action. T also desire to acknowledge the valuable service rendered me by
the lamented Major Winthrop and Captain Haggerty, of your staff, in
carrying orders to posts of exposurc and danger. Colonel Carr, in cov-
ering the retreat, showed himself a good soldier, ready and willing to

do his duty. In ‘the death of Lieutenant Gxeblc, of U. 8. Army, W}_1_o
bravely fell at his gun, I recoonize the loss of an able and gallant offi-
Ccer, whose conduct in the batile is aese‘rvmb of all pralse, and whose
memory should be perpetuated by a grateful country.

Respectfully yours,

=+

* sk . R &

COLONEL DURYEA’S REPORT.
June 11, 1861.

Qiy: In sccordance with vour instructions previot slv received, I

)8 i 11 ACCOTQance Wil YOul IUSLEULLIOLS pit .‘..,vw_f ece . 5
proceeded, on the night of the 9th of June, at half-past eleven o clock
P. M., on the march to Bethel. .

— P PN Taia nv-nln

The first two miles to Hampton Bridge, we lJJ.C'LUbub'J 1elsuresy
alono “rfnhnn- for the howitzer, which should be r)laced at the head of

CeilUiigy vrovivul AUV IVATL,

the advancmn" column. Arriving at Hampton Creck, much delay was
occasmned by the non-arrival of the surf-boats, which were to convey

S rnae wraa kam a’2laclk hafore the co ]IH
the IeglmenL aClross L[l.(_, llVLl, duu it was ten o'ciocK pelore tne COUNY nn

was formed, ready to push forward up the other side.
We now advanced rap1di and soon came up with our two compames

+ T nann

of ski rrmshers, under Capmlns Bartlett and Kilpatrick, who had been

canatohad ahend sn honr and a half previous. Proceeding steadily on
copaubu\:u adllCaUu Cl/ llUu. Alll @ Liddsl pPLova u U -
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without resting a moment, we came, about four o’clock in the mp-rning
to Litile Bethel, a distance of about thirteen miles. At this peint we
discovered and surprised the picket guard of the enemy, and a mounted
officer, with four or five foot, were taken prisoners. While pushing
forward towards Big Bethel we suddenly heard a heavy five of mus-
ketry and cannon in our rear, hespeaking a severe engagement. Sup-
posing it to be an attempt of the enemy to cut off our reserve, we mme-
diately countermarched in quick and double-quick time, when, having
proceeded about five miles, we came upen {wo of our regiments, and
learned that in the darkn of the night they had mistaken each other
for enemies, and that an unfortunate engagement, accompanied with
some losses, had taken place. We then by your command returned, and
advanced upon Great Dethel, being supported by the Seventh Regiment,
under Colonel Bendix, and the Third, under Col. Townsend.

Proceeding to within a mile of County Bridge, the column halted,
Capts. Kilpatrick and Dartlett having discovered that the enemy were
holding a strong position in the battery at the head of the road. We
now drew up in line of battle on the right, at the skirts of the woods, and
the artillery, two howitzers, and a brass six-pounder, were pushed some
thirty rods up the road. Al this point Lieut. Col. Warren rode into the
field and assumed his positien in the regiment, and, from his previous
knowledge of the ground, proved of invaluable assistance.

Capts. Winslow, Bartlett, and Kilpatrick having been ordered to
advance under Licut. Col. Warren, as skirmishers, the regiment was
formed on the left, from whence I led the column in person up the road
toward the enemy’s bhattery; but the five proving very destructive, we
marched in good order till we were covered by the woods on the right,
where we halted for some time for rest, and in order to complete the
preparations for charging the batteries in flank. In the mean time,
Lieut.-Col. Warren made a reconnaissance and reported a plan of attack.

I then led off the troops to the left, in the open field, and also to the
right, supported on the right by the German Rifles. After several at-
tempts to charge the batteries, being prevented by the creck, we with-
drew, by vour command, to the rear, and having collected our killed and
wounded, such as we ecould find, proceeded down the main road. Lieut.-
Col. Warren, however, with a small detachment, remained and brought
away the hody of Licut. Greble, with the field-piece he was serving with
such effect at the time of his death. Our chaplain also remained to care
for the wounded, but being cut off by a company of cavalry, he only es-
caped by taking to the woods, and escaping under cover of the night. We
(:ontm‘ued our march toward Hampton, and reached the bridge, having
only four killed, twelve wounded, and two missing. .

) The ,fnllm'ving names deserve an honorable mention :— Lieut.-Col.
Wavven, for ]ys aid in forming the plan of attack, and remaining among
the lusl_(‘,n Dring away a brother officer: also Chaplain Winslow, for his
many }gmd attentions to the wounded; slso Captains Bartlett, Kilpatrick
and W mslm’\' for the effeetive manner in which they skirmished before
the enemy’s heavy five: also, Lieut. J. Duvryea, who led the charge up to
the le!: t flank of the balteries: also. Lieuts. York and Cambreling; Sur-
geon (u!lw}'f: fny p(‘!‘fﬂ'l'lﬂfn}z upon the ficld of battle successful amputa-
tions and for his continued atfention to the suffering and wounded, not
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only on_ e field, but af terwnrd at the hospltal when almost exhausted;
also, Lieu t Gouv. Carr, who was commanding Company B, his captaln
being ill, and Lieut. Geo. Duryea; also, Sergeants Agnes, Onderdonk
Allison, and Corporal Brunner. o ’
Yet there was no flinching on the part of any omcgr or prlvate and
1 m10'hf mDYianh mea mara writh 1o
i mig mention many more with honor. In LlUblIlg, 1 cannot but speaK
of (‘ol Townsend, of the Third, who, with his whole command, stood up
noblz_' in my support, until compelled to retreat by the terrlble fire.
rer oraer,
# # - E #

Sir: In accordance with your orders, 1 have the honor to submit
the following report of my command actmg as the Advanc e Guard, on
the evening of the 9th, and a brief account of my command during the

(Masrntyr Ruidan T 1~44

anoacomant an tha fallowine dav af +ha Nawr
LILHGEVILLCILY Wil LILT LULIV Y LIl Ud)yy b LI ANT W wuouliivy ESEa lubCo L 1Ly

camp with my command at 10 P. M., consisting of fifty men of Company
H, one lieutenant, (Cambreling,) four sergeants, and four corporals;
Company I, Capt. Bartiett, one lieutenant, (York,) four sergeants, and

two nnv’nnvq]q crossed the river at Hnmhfnn 1“1/ P. l\./l.; reached New-.

LClans CLiUssT Adeuiirjlvlin

market Br‘mge at 1 A, M., threw out scouts in a,ll directions and waited
f01 the mai body, which arrived at 3 A. M. Accordmg to your ordero,
the road to New County B'Idg‘e, the point where the en-
t a stai A little before daylight, when
e

w1th1n mi we discovered the outlymg

picket guard of the enemy, and were challenged, “Who comes there?”’ 1
vanliad “UTha atanda +howra?”? A hawvanman attoarmntad +a loawve Carnoral
replicu, YV Il Suvdaliug Lilci o LA ILIVLDCLLAIL ULt pPLt Uy LU dva v L. UL UL Gl

Ellerson, of Company H, sprang in advance, directing him to halt. I,
supposing the enemy to be in force, gave the command to ﬁre and charge.

In a moment the affair was over, twenty or InlrLV shots had been glven
the officer of the guard was cantured and disarmed. At

UL viie udla Wao LApLulc 4llll

and oxchanood -
cilld VAULIG2IgTU y vl VillUTx

this time, hearing firing in the rear, and supposmg that our rear guard
was attackcd I returned to follow the mam body under Col. Duryea,

fFring

who was davdﬂblﬂg Uy lUl(/GU. llldlbll in the direction of thb 1rmg, oniy
to discover that by mistake our own forces coming in different direc-

tions, and supposmg each to be the enemy, had fired several shots be-

fore tho rm stake was dis covered I again advanced, and at 8 A. M. met
PRIy et ouards of the enemy. I then detached a

W,lLIl and UJU\L in bul. pi\/I\Ch guaras o1 1C CLCINY .

portion of my command, made an armed reconnalssance, and found the

enemy with about from 3,000 to 5,000 men po%ed ina strong position

. ol

o
on the opposite side of the brlage——mree earthworks and a maskea vat-
Loy the right and left; in advance of the stream thirty pieces of ar-
very UL]. b.!.lb 1IRIIV @l d
tillery and a hrae force of cavalry, all of which information I reporte

in

to you at onc I was ordeled to advance and engage the enemy
e 1afh Af tho vand leadine o

throwing out bKlI‘ll’llSIleI‘S on the right and left of thc road ieacing
the bridge, We rapidly advanced, supported by the Advance Guard of

vl Mgty A1Cell,



20 ' BATTLE OF BIG BETHEL

<

oi Duryea and three pieces of artilery under Lieut. Greble, of th
irst Regiment United States Avtillery. The enemy soon opened fiw

=L ACH 1ILe 1
us from the rifled cannon in front, Vw: answered his dischar gos by
a choor, ;md continued to advance, clearing all before us, till we 10(1(1 e

n Tt = the edoe of the vwoods, whore the fire was <o hot and heav
<t llllulb fu‘*b on LH( T IAGI NI & § SRR N0 1014 Fa WO WUIe e Wah S0 1100 «lily PR AY A

that we were compelled 1o halt, and there we remained as dnocuu by
Lieut.-Col. Warren, till that g:ahunt officer had made dispesitions o furn
their fianks. ‘The enemy’s five at this time began to Lell upon us with
great effect: my men were {alling one after another, as was the case of
1h(‘ rest of tho command.

After }emmwng m this n') ation about two hours and our chjec

1 e hatne 103 lad avd oo d
3 of our men oeing killed and wound-

v

0 i)

: Q-'~1 (

hawving bha aeearaniich el 11T
|8 ru

naving oeén ac LUKHLIA‘\"U\ Hiy, U
ed, having received a grape shot through my thigh, which tore oft” a por-
tion of the rectangle on Col. Durvea’s left shoulder, passed throuagh my
feg and kilicd a soldicr in the rear, 1 withdrew my men {o the kivts of
the wood. We manazed 1o reach Licut. Greble’s hattery and 1’}1‘inn~ to
his aid several of my men. The charge was then sounded, T.ieut. le
opgn(’d fire with grape and canicter within two hundred

wavroalf alvawsead o
arged w

vH

enemy’s lines,  Capls, Winslow, Darlleld, and myself charg ith o
commands in (ront; Captain Denike and Tieut. Duryea, (son of Col. Dur-
vea)., and aboul two hundred of the Troy Rifles upon the right:; Col
Townsend with his mien o the Teft, The enemy were forced oui of the
first batfery, all the ferees wore rapidly advancing, and every thinge
promised a speedy vietory, w hen we were ordered to fall back, Where
this order came from I dn not know. We maintained our position till
Col. Townsgend began {o vetire with his whole command. Deing 107t thus
alone and no prospecis of receiving aid, we ordered the men to fall back,
which they did, and v eood order, forming their line of battle about
one hundred and fifty vards in the rear. A fow minutes afterwards oi-
ders eame Trom Gen. Pieree 1o coase firi ine and retive. It nl\m\ me great
pleasure to mention the eallant conduct of Capt. Bartlett, who came up
with the reserve, reinforeine my line, and \\'ho was cver at the point of
danger. encowraging his men, Licut, York, in command of my left, and
Licut. Cambre !nw, in connnand of my right, displaved the greatest brav-
evy. Licut. Yerk’s sword was broken by a grape shot, and he was slight-
lv wounded in the leg.

I shall ever be grateful to Capt. Winslow, who rescued we after onv
forces had left. He came to my aid. assisted by Sergeants Onderdonk
and Agnes. at the last moment. but in time to rescue me from the cnemv.

1 \\»’z'nllri ﬂun favor \1\1- mention T)vn q‘n ALY nnr] wha ln-nnnlﬂ- me v-ﬂ_
a Ty LA FVI O3 EAR VY AT RRA AR AR AR Y VWil RS AR

uable inFm'nmtmn, and who fired the fir xt chot: Private Tnlm Dunn,
whose arm was shaltered by a mn(m hall, and \\’}m hore himself with
the greatest hi';i‘\'vi‘j\\ and who said to nm:_',( on Gilber L, while ‘Ii]]’)uml,l‘ﬁi:
his arm, that he could not have losl it in o nebler cause. The whole com-
mand, men and ofticers, did themselves the greatest evedit, and T am sat-
isfied ‘( an conguer any thing excepl impossibililies.  Respectfully sub-
mittec
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COLONEL ALLIEN'S REPORT.
JUNE 11, 1861,

Major General B. F. Butler:—

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with orders re-
ceived from General Pierce on the night of the 9th inst., my command
was ordered under arms at eleven P. M., and marched to Hampton Creek
to support Colonels Townsend and Duryea. I returned to this camp at
four A. M., of the 10th inst., and was again ordered out at six A. M. to
proceed forward to Big Bethel, where the enemy was reported to be sta-
tioned in force, After a rapid march of twelve miles I reached the
ground and found the action going on. Upon reporting to General Pierce,
he directed me to proceed to the front and deploy my regiment in front
of the battery, which I did, and so remained for one hour and forty
minutes under a heavy fire of at least twenty guns, some of them rifled
and about four shell guns—the enemy deploying in my front with about
1,200 men and two guns, but made no advance. They, however, threw
out two heavy flanking parties on my right and left, the former with
two guns, and completely outflanked the entire brigade, at which time
General Pierce deemed it proper to retire. From the most reliable in-
formation I am certain there were at least four thousand of the enemy
on the ground, with constant reinforcements from Yorktown.

* * H# *

COLONEL TOWNSENID’S REPORT.
JUNE 12, 1861.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report, for the information of Brigadier
General Pierce, that on the evening of Sunday, June 9, I received orders
from him to have my command in readiness, with one day’s rations, to
move that night, to form part of a column composed of two regiments
from Newport News and Colonel Duryea’s and my own, intended to
make a reconnaizsance in force towards Yorktown. In obedience to
these orders, with the concerted sign of a white badge upon our left
arms, at midnight I marched my regiment to Hampton, where the gen-
cral met the command and accompanied it.

On approaching a defile through a thick wood, about five or six miles
from Hampton, a heavy and well-sustained fire of canister and small-
arms was opened upon the regiment while it was marching in a narrow
road upon the flank, in route step, and wholly unsuspicious of an enemy,
inasmuch as we were ordered to re-inforce Colonel Duryea, who had pre-
ceded us by some two hours, and who had been ordered to throw out as
he marched an advance guard two and a half miles from his regiment
and a sustaining force half way between the advance and the regiment;
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therefore, had Colonel Duryea been obliged to retreat upon us before we
reached his locality, we should have heard distant firing or some of his
regiment would have been seen retreating. The force which fired upon
us was subsequently ascertained to be only the regiment of Colonel Beq-
dix, through a portion of the Vermont and Fourth Massachusetts regi-
ments were with it, having come down with two 6-pounder field pieces
from Newport News to join the column. These regiments took up a
masked position in the woods at the commencement of the defile. The
result of the fire upon us was, two mortally wounded (one since dead),
three dangerously, and four oflicers and twelve privates slightly, making
a total of twenty-one. . .

At the commencement of the fire the general, Captain Chamberlain,
his aide-de-camp, and two mountain howitzers, were about two hundred
and fitty paces in advance of the regiment. The fire was opened upon
them first by a discharge from small-arms, and immediately tollowed by
a rapidly-sustained volley upon my regiment and the field pieces. My
men then generally discharged their pieces and jumped on the right and
left of the road and recommenced loading and firing. In a few minutes
the regiment was reformed in the midst of this heavy fire, and by the
general directions retired in a thoroughly military manner, in order to
withdraw the supposed enemy from his position.

On ascertaining that the enemy were our friends, and providing for
the wounded, we joined Colonel Duryea and Colonel Bendix, the former
having returned, and procecded on the reconnaissance at Big Bethel.
Some seven or more miles on we found the enemy in force, well forti-
fied, with a battery, said to be of Lwenty guns, in position, some of them
rifle cannon. The information relative to the guns in position at the
Bethel battery was given to me on the ground by Colonel Duryea, who
informed me that he received it from a reconnoitering officer whom he
had sent to the front to ascertain the position of things. On arriving
at this point, in order to fecl the enemy, battle was immediately given
by the orders of the general. We were ordered to take up a position in a
field about cight hundred paces from the battery. 1 was then directed
by the general to advance to a position in a road at right angles to the
main road leading Lo the batlery, and about two hundred paces from it,
‘on the left of Colonel Duryea. I was then directed to send out skir-
mishers to ascertain the strength of the enemy’s right, for which purpose
1 detailed Capts., John G. Butler and Edwin 8. Jenny, with their com-
panies, 1o cross the field immediately in front of the right of the bat-
tery and so to skirmish as to draw the enemy’s fire, which duty they
gallanlly performed. The enemy’s fire was delivered vigorously almost
immediately upon these companies entering the field. On crossing it my-
self, and considering that there might be a possibility of our capturing
the battery, I moved the regiment up to the point where our skirmish-
ers were engaged-—a movement which the regiment performed in line of
battle as if on parade, in face of a severe fire of artillery and small-arms,
and in a manner entively to my satisfaction.

By the time the regiment had arrived at its position it became evi-
dent that the right portion of the battery had been strongly re-enforced
by men from the enemy’s left, and that an effort to take the battery then
was useless; besides, a company of my regiment had been separated from
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the regiment by a thickly-hedged ditch, and as the regiment moved for-
ward toward the skirmishers, this company marched in the adjoining
field on a line with the regiment.

This was not known to me until after the engagement. I supposed
when the regiment approached that it was the entire regiment. Conse-
quently, upon seeing among the breaks in the hedge the glistening of .
bayaonets in the adjoining fieid, I immediately concluded that the enemy
were outflanking us, and conceived it to be my duty immediately to retire
and repel that advance. I resumed, therefore, my original p'osition on
the left of Colonel Duryea. Shortly after all the forces were directed
to retire, the design of the reconnaissance having been accomplished.

I of course forbear speaking of the movements of other corps, ex-
cepting as immediately connected with my regiment, and it were espe-
cially gratuitous, inasmuch as the general was upon the field and direct-
ed the movements of the various commands in person.

£ * % %

COLONEL BENDIX’'S REPORT.
JUNE 12, 1861.

Sir: On the evening of the 10th instant I proceeded, according to
instructions, to the cross-roads, and took my position as reserve with
one field picce. The advance, consisting of 300 men of the Vermont,
300 of the Massachusetts, and 150 men belonging to my regiment, under
:ommand of Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, of the Vermont regiment,
aad gone on with one field piece. I was taking my position when we saw
what 1 supposed some cavalry. 1 asked the gunner if he was loaded.
T'he answer was “No, sir.” Then I directed him to load, but before this
vas done the firing commenced. Lieutenant Greble, of the U. S. Army,
~ode forward for assistance. The firing lasted some fifteen minutes—
wm not certain which commenced the fire. 1 did not give the word to
ire, but think likely my men fived first, and finding the fire returned,
wnd not expecting friends from that quarter, I stopped the firing as soon
18 I could, and directed one company to guard the rear and one com-
»any to go out in the field on the right and find out where the enemy (as
- supposed them to be) were situated. Then sent a squad down the road
wnd found to my horror that there had been a sad mistake, having fired
1pon General Pierce and staff and Colonel Townsend’s regiment. Our
wivance then returned to my assistance. Lieutenant-Colonel Kapff, on
ny right, then reported that he had taken two prisoners (citizens) with
louble barreled shot-guns in their hands. One of the pieces had one
sarrel discharged. The prisoners were sent to Fort Monroe. 1My men
ook one gold and one silver wateh, with pocket-book, containing some
ilver and paper mwoney, from them, which I have, subject to ovders.

I was then ordered to bring up the rear of the column, and procced
o Big Bethel. We had marched some six or seven miles, when 1 was
rdered to the front with the field piece, and before we had got ready
or act'on the cnemy opened their fire upon us, striking one man down
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by my side at the first shot. Not expecting this, ; causer ﬁ.ﬁnﬁm: 2_:,_@ _z.
sion, and having received no orders, I did the best 1 S:E. ﬁ.&,ma .‘Mmmf 1-
ers in the woods. 1 then looked for General H,U_B.mm. and by _:Jm.::%:w
took niy pesition on the enemy’s left flank with some T,,.c,_::: Em :
mont and Massachusctls troops, and we were not strong m:o:n,:\, to ,:r;,c
an attack, and afler firing some time, withdrew sm.n_.m _:_5, the _A_, e&m
When we got into the woods 1 found the troops retiring, .m:.a follow od.
1 then saw General Pierce, who told me to retire, which 1 did in the main
column until we came to the cross-roads, when our detachment came to
Newport News., X
* * * %

x  List of casualties, here omitted, jz embraced in statement following General

Butler's reports, p. 8.

COLONEL MAGRUDER'S REPORTS.
JUNE 10, 1861.

Sir: 1 have the honor to inform you that we were attacked by
about 3,400 troops of the Federal Army, with several picces of heavy
artillery, firing grape shot, this morning at 10 o’clock, and at 1214 routed
them completely, with considerable loss on their side. The prisoners ve-
port their force to be 5,000, It was certaivly 3,500, Ours about 1,200
engaged ; 1,400 in all.

Mr. George A, Magruder, Jr., a volunteer aide, who is as conspic-
uous for his gallantry as for his eflficiency, will deliver this in person.

Thirty-five hundred men are on my right flank; 10,000 on my lefl.
Please wd re-enforcements immediately, Yorktown and Williamsburyg,
m my rear, have troops quite insuflicient in numbers to defend them,

» i L3 *

JUNE ”5,._ 1861.

, ir:  The enemy, thirty-five hundred strong, atlacked us at our
post, and after a very animated conflict of two hours and a half was re-
pulsed at all points and totally routed.  Four companies of avalry are
now in hot pursuit toward Newport News, [ ¢ ot speak too highly
of the devotion of our (roops, all of whom did their duty nobly and
whilst i might appear invidious o speak particularly of any regiment
or corps where all behaved so well, 1 am compelled {0 express my great
appreciation of the skill and ¢ Hantvy of Major Randolph and his ho-
,.n:.b_,w. _E:,E”?..,.: and Colanel Hill, the oflicers and men of the North
Carolina regimoent, s aninstance of the latter 1 will merely mention
that & gun under the pallant Captain Brown, of the howitzer battery
hisd been rendeved anfit for service by the breaking of a priming ,,.:..m
i the vent, and not Leing defended by infantry from the small number
we had al our command, Captain Brown threw it over a precipice, and
the work was occupied for a moment by the enemy. .”‘.M:_;E:. w_.mmmﬁs_.n.
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of the North Carolina Regiment, in the most gallant manner retook
it and held it until Captain Brown had replaced and put into position
another piece, and then defended it with his infantry in the most gal-
lant manner. Colonel Hill's judicious and determined action was wor-
thy of his ancient glory, and Colonel Stuart, Major Montague, Major
Cary, Captaing Walker and Atkinson, with every officer and every man
under their command, did good service in the front of the fight.

The able and efficient manner in which Captains Douthatt, Phil-
lips and Jones, of the cavalry, performed the duties of infantry, and
Lieutenant Chisman, of the Wythe Rifles, in protecting the rear of the
position is deserving of high ecommendation.

There were many acts of personal gallantry, some under my own
observation, and others which were reported to me, that I will take oc-
casion to mention in a subsequent communication. At present I expect
another attack, and have no time. .

T am extremely endebted to the two brothers, Robert H. and Wil-
liam R. Vaughan, my acting commissary and quartermaster, for the most
gallant and efficient services, no less than to my youthful aldes, Mr.

George A, Magruder, Jr., and Hugh Stannard, who were always in the
front of the fight, and upon whom I request the Government to bestow
commissions, as they are desirous of entering the regular service.

In the hurry of this communiecation I may have nmltted to mention

many gallant mon, e

* * * *

Number of killed and wounded on our side—one killed and seven
wounded. Emnemy-—ten dead bodies found, as reported to me, and per-
haps fifty wounded. Three prisoners. Our force, all told, about one
thousand two hundred men. Enemy—-three thousand five hundred, with
18 and 24 pounder guns, besides light guns.

June 12, 1861.

Sir: I had the honor to transmit by Mr. Hugh Stannard a short
account of a battle with the enemy at Bethel Bridge, on the 10th. This
was written on the field, and I had not then had time to ascertain the
number of killed and wounded on the other side. I think I reported 10
killed and many wounded. I have now to repert that eighteen dead
were found on the field, and I learn from reliable citizens living on the
road that many dead as well as a great many wounded were carried in
wagons to Hampton. I think I can safely report their loss at from
twenty-five or thirty killed and one hundred and fifty wounded. I un-
derstand the enemy acknowledge 175 killed and wounded. It is
a source of great gratification to me to be able to say that our own loss
as far as heard from was only one kiiled and seven wounded, but too
much praise eannot be bestowed upon the heroic soldier whom we lost.

He was one of four who volunteered to set fire to a house in our front
which was thought to afford protection to our enemy, and advancing
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alone between the two fires he fell midway, pierced in the forchead by

a musket ball. Henry L. Wyatt is the name of this brave soldier and
devoted patriot. He was a member of the brave and gallant North
Carolina rogiment.

1 omitted to mention in my hurried dispatch of the 10th the name
of Captain Jones, of ————————Cavalry, who rendered important service
before and during the battle. 1 regret to say that one of his vedetites
was cut off by the enemy, and is presumed to have been taken prisoner.

I cannot omit to again bring to the notice of the general command-
ing-in-chief the valuable services and gallant conduct of the First North
Carolina Regiment, and Major Randolph, of the howitzer batteries.
These officers were not only prompt and daring in the execution of their
duties, but most industrious and energetic in the preparations for the
conflict. The firing of the howitzer batleries was as perfect as the bear-
ing of the men, which was entirely what it ought to have been. Captain
Bridgers, of the North Carolina regiment, retook in the most daring
manner, and at a critical period of the fight, the work from which Cap-
tain Brown, of the artillery, had withdrawn a disabled gun to prevent
its falling into the hands of the enemy, and which work had been sub-
gsequently occupied by the enemy. This work was soon again occupied
with another piece by Captain Brown, who resumed an eflective fire.
iCaptain Bridgers deserves the highest praise for this timely act of gal-
antry.

The Louisiana regiment arrived after the battle was over, having
made a most extraordinary march. They returned to Yorktown the same
night, making a distance of twenty-cight miles. It was not thought pru-
dent to leave Yorktown exposed any longer. 1 therefore occupied the
ground with cavalry, and marched the remainder of my forces to York-
town. We took scveral prisoners, among them some wounded.

Our means of transportation were cxceedingly limited, but the
wounded enemy were carried with our own wounded to farm houses in
our rear, where the good people, whoe have lost almost everything by
this war, and who could see the smoking ruins of their neighbors’ hous-
es, destroyed by the enemy both in his advance and retreat, received
them most kindly and bound up their wounds. I also ordered the hu-
mane Captain Brown to bury as many of the cnemy’s dead as could be
found near our camp, which was done.,

The cavalry pursued the enemy for five miles, but were stopped by
the bridge across Black River at New Market, which was destroyed by
the flying enemy after crossing it.

. T.am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

* * *

COLONEL HILL'S REPORTS

June 11, 1861,

Honorable J. W. Ellis, Governor of North Carolina:
Sir: 1 have the honor to report that eight hundred of my regiment
and three hundred and sixty Virginians were engaged for five and a
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half hours with four and a half regiments of the enemy, at Bethel
Church, nine miles from Hampton.

The enemy made three distinet and well-sustained charges, but were
repulsed with heavy loss. Our cavalry pursued them for six miles,
when their retreat became a total rout. Fearing that heavy reinforce-
ments would be sent up from Fortress Monroe, we fell back at nightfall
upon our works at Yorktown. I regret to report the loss of one man
killed—private Henry L. Wyatt, Edgecomb Guards—and seven wounded.

The loss of the enemy, by their own confession, was one hundred
and fifty, but it may be safely estimated at two hundred and fifty.

Our regiment behaved most gallantly., Not a man shrunk from his
post or showed symptoms of fear. When more at leisure I will give you
a detailed report of the operations.

Our Heavenly Father has most wonderfully interposed to shield our
hearts in the day of battle. Unto His Great Name be all the praise for
our success.

* # * *

Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from
the colonel commanding, 1 marched on the 6th instant, with my regi-
ment and four pieces of Major Randolph’s battery, from Yorktown, on
the Hampton road, to Bethel Church, nine miles from Hampton. We
reached there after dark on a wet night, and slept without tents. Early
on the morning of the 7th I made a reconnaissance of the ground, pre-
paratory to fortifying. I found a branch of Back River on our front,
and encircling our right flank. On our left was a dense and almost im-
passable wood, except about one hundred and fifty yards of old field.
The breadth of the road, a thick wood, and narrow cultivated field cov-
ered our rear. The nature of the ground determined me to make an
enclosed work, and I had tne invaluable aid of Lieutenant-Colonel Lee,
of my regiment, in its plan and construction. Our position had the in-
herent defect of being commanded by an immense field immediately in
front of it, upon which the masses of the enemy might be readily de-
ployed. Presuming that an attempt would be made to carry the bridge
across the stream, a battery was made for its especial protection, and
Major Randolph placed his guns so as to sweep all the approaches to it.
The occupation of two commanding eminences beyond the creek and on
our right would have greatly strengthened our position, but our forces
were too weak to admit of the occupation of more than one of them. A
battery was laid out on it for one of Randolph’s howitzers. We had
only twenty-five spades, and six axes, and three picks, but these were
busily plied all day and night of the 7th and all day on the 8th. On the
afternoon of the 8th I learned that a marauding party of the enemy
was within a few miles of us. I called for a party of thirty-four men to
drive them back. Lieutenant Roberts, of Company F, of my regiment,
promptly responded, and in five minutes.his command was en route. 1
detached Major Randolph with one howitzer to join them, and Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Lee, First Regiment North Carolina Volunteers, requested
and was granted permission to take command of the whole. After a
march of five miles they came across the marauders busy over the spoils
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of a plundered house. A shell soon put the plunderers to flight, and they
were chased over New Market Bridge, where our little force was halted,
In consequence of the presence of a considerable body situated on the
other side. Lieutenant-Colonel Lee brought in one prisoner. How many
of the enemy were killed and wounded is not known. None of our com-
mand was hurt. Soon after Lieutenant-Colonel Lee left a citizen came
dashing in with the information that seventy-five marauders were on the
Back River road. I called for Capt. McDowell’s company (&), of the First
Regiment of North Carolina Volunteers, and in three minutes it was in
hot pursuit. Lieutenant West, of the Howitzer Battalion, with one
piece, was detached to join them, and Major Lane, of my regiment,
volunteered to assume command of the whole. After a weary march
they encountered, dispersed, and chased the wretches over the New Mar-
ket Bridge—this being the second race on the same day over the New
Market course, in both of which the Yankees reached the goal first.
Major Lane brought in one prisoner. Reliable citizens reported that
two cart loads and one buggy load of wounded were taken into Hampton.
We had not a single man killed or wounded. Colonel Magruder came up
that evening and assumed command.

On Sunday, the 9th, a fresh supply of tools enabled us to put more
men to work, and, when not engaged in religious duties, the men work-
ed vigorously on the intrenchments. We were aroused at 3 o’clock on
Monday for a general advance upon the enemy, and marched three and
a half miles, when we learned that the foe, in large force, was within a
few hundred yards of us. We fell back hastily upon our entrenchments,
and awaited the arrival of our invaders. Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, of
the Third Virginia Regiment, having come with some one hundred and
eighty men, was stationed on the hill on the extreme right, beyond the
creek, and Company G, of my regiment, was also thrown over the
stream to protect the howitzer under Captain Brown. Captain Bridg-
ers, of Company A,, First North Carolina Regiment, took post in the
dense woods beyond and to the left of the road. Major Montague, with
three companies of his battalion, was ordered up from the rear, and
took post on our right, beginning at the church and extending along the
entire front on that side. This fine body of men and the gallant com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart worked with great rapidity, and in
an hour had constructed temporary shelters against the enemy’s fire.
Just at 9 o’clock a. m. the heavy columns of the enemy were seen ap-
proaching rapidly and in good order, but when Randelph opened upon
them at 9:15 their organization was completely broken up. The enemy
promptly replied with his artillery, firing briskly but wildly. Ile made
an attempt at deployment on our right of the road, under cover of some
" houses and a paling. He was, however, promptly driven back by our
artillery, a Virginia company—the Life Guards—and Companies B and
G of my regiment. The enemy attempted no deployment within mus-
ketry range during the day, except under cover of woods, fences, or pal-
ing. Under cover of the trees he moved a strong column to an old ford,
some three-quarters of a mile below, where 1 placed a picket of somc
forty men. Colonel Magruder sent Captain Werth’s company of Mon-
tague’s command with one howitzer, under Sergeant Crane, to drive back
this column, which was done by a single shot from a howitzer. Before
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this a priming wire had been broken in the vent of the howitzer com-
manded by Captain Brown, and rendered it useless.

A force estimated af one thousand five hundred was now attempt-
ing to cubtflank us and geot in the rear of Liecutenant-Colonel Stuart’s
small command. He was accordingly directed to fall back, and the whole
of our advanced troops were withdrawn. At this critical moment I di-
recied Licutenant-Colonel Lee to call Captain Bridgers out of the swamp
and ovdered him to recccupy the nearest advanced work, and I ordered
Captain Ross, Company C. First Regiment North Caorlina Volunteers,
to the support of Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart. These twe captains, with
their companies, crossed over to Randolph’s battery, under a most heavy
fire, in a most gallant manncr. As Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart had with-
drawn, Caplain Ross was detained at the church, near Randolph’s bat-
tery. Captain Bridgers, however, crossed over and drove the zouaves
<out of the advanced howitzer battery, and rcoccupied it. It is impossible
to overestimate this service. It decided the action in ouxr favor.

In okedience to orders from Colonel Magruder, Lieutenant-Colonel
Stuart marched back, and, in spite of the presence of a foe ten times his
superior in number, resumed in the most heroic manner possession of
Lis intrenchments. A fresh howitzer was carried across and placed in
the battery, and Captain Avery, of Company G, was directed to defend
it at all hazards.

We were now as secure as at the beginning of the fight, and as yet
had no man killed. The enemy, finding himself foiled on our right flank,
next made his final demonstration on our left. A strong column, sup-
posed to consist of volunteers from different regiments, and under com-
mand of Captain Winthrop, aide-de-camp to General Butler, crossed over
the ereck and appeared at the angle on our left. Those in advance had
put on our distinctive badge of a white band around the cap, and they
cried out ropeatedly, “Don’t fire.”” This ruse was practiced to enable the
whole column to get over the creck and form in good order. They now
began to cheer most lustily, thinking that our work was open at the
gorae, and that they could get in by a sudden rush. Companies B and
', however, dispelied the illusion by a cool, deliberate and well-directed
fire. Colonel Magruder sent over portions of Companies G, C, and H of
my regiment to our support, and now began as cool firing on our side as
was ever witnessed.

The three field oficers of the regiment were present, and but few
chots were fired without their permission, the men repeatedly saying,
“Uay 1 fire?” “I think T can bring him.” They were all in high glee,
and seemed to cnjoy it as much as boys do rabbit-shooting. Captain
Winthrop, while most gallantly urging on his men, was shot through
the heart, when all rushed back with the utmost precipitation. So far
as my observation extended he was the only one of the enemy who ex-
hibited even an approximation of couvage during the whole day. )

The fight at the angle lasted but twenty miuntes. It completely dis-
couraged the enemy, and he made no further effort at assault. The
house in front, which had served as a hiding place for the enemy, was
now fired by a shell from a howitzer, and the outhouses and palings were
soon in a blaze. As all shelter was now taken from him, the enemy called
in his troops, and started back for Hampton. As he had left sharp-
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shooters behind him in the woods on our left, the dragoons could not
advance until Captain Hoke, of Company K, First North Carolina Vol.
unteers, had thoroughly explored them. As soon as he gave the assup.
ance of the road being clear, Captain Douthatt, with some one hundred
dragoons, in compliance with Colonel Magruder’s orders, pursued. The
enemy in his haste threw away hundreds of eanteens, haversacks, over-
coats, ete.; even the dead were thrown out of the wagons. The pursuit
goon became a chase, and for the third time the enemy won the race
over the New Market course. The bridge was torn up behind him and
our dragoons returned to camp. There were not quite eight hundred of
my regiment engaged in the fight, and not one-half of these drew trig.
ger during the day. All remained manfully at the posts assigned them,
and not a man in the regiment behaved badly. The companies not en-
gaged were as much exposed and rendered equal service with those par
ticipating in the fight. They deserve equally the thanks of the countyy.
In fact, it is the most trying ordeal to which soldiers can be subjected,
to receive a fire which their orders forbid them to return. Had a single
company left its post our works would have been exposed; and the con-
stancy and discipline of the unengaged companies cannot be too highly
commended. A detachment of fifteen cadets from the North Carolina
Military Institute defended the howitzer under Lieutenant Hudnail, and
acted with great coolness and determination.

I cannot speak in too high terms of my two field officers, Licuten-
ant-Colonel Lee and Major Lane. Their services have been of the high-
the importance since taking the field to the present moment. My thanks,
too, are due, in an especial manner, to Lieut. J. M. Poteat, adjutant, and
Lieut. J. W. Ratchford, aide, both of them cadets of the North Carolina
Institute at Charlotte. The latter received a contusion in the forehead
from a grape shot, which nearly cost him his life. Captain Bridgers’
company, A; Licutenant Owens, commanding Company B; Captain Ross,
Company C; Captain Ashe, Company D; Captain McDowell, Company E;
Captain Starr, Company F; Captain Avery, Company G; Captain Huske,
Company H; Lieutenant Whittaker, commanding Company I; Captain
Hoke, Company K, displayed great coolness, judgment, and efficiency.
Lieutenant Gregory is highly spoken of by Major Lane for soldierly
bearing on the 8th. Lieutenants Cook and McKethan, Company H,
crossed over under a heavy fire to the assistance of the troops attacked
on the left. So did Lieutenant Cohen, Company C. Lieutenant IToke
has shown great zeal, energy, and judgment as an engineer officer on
various occasions.

Corporal George Williams, Privates Henry L. Wyatt, Thomas Fal-
lan, and John Thorpe, Company A, volunteered to burn the house which
concealed the enemy. They behaved with great gallantry. Wyatt was
killed and the other three were recalled, )

Sergeant Thomas J. Stewart and Private William MeDowell, Com-
pany A, reconnoitered the position of the enemy, and went far in ad-
vance of our troops. Private J. W. Potts, of Company B, is specially
mentioned by his company commander; so are Sergeant William Elmo,
Company C; Sergeants C. L. Watts, W. H. McDade, Company D; Ser-
geant J. M. Young, Corporal John Dingler, Privates G. H. A. Adams,
R. V. Gudger, G. W, Werley, John C. Wright, T. Y. Little, J. F. Jenkins,
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Company IT; R. W. Stedman, M. E. Dye, H. E. Benton, J. B. Smith,
Company I'; G. W. Buhmann, James C. McRae, Company H.

Carualties.—Private Henry L. Wyatt, Company K, mortally wound-
od; Lieut. J. W. Ratchford, contusion; Private Council Rodgers, Com-
pany H, severely wounded; Private Charles Williams, Company I, se-
verely wounded; Private S. Patterson, Company D, slightly wounded;
Private William White, Company K, wounded; Private Peter Poteat,
Company G, slightly Wounded

I cannot close this too elaborate report without speaking in the
highest terms of admiration of the Howitzer Battery and its most ac-
comph shed commander, Major Randolph. He has no superior as an ar-
tillerist in any country, and his men displayed the utmost skill and cool-
ness. The left howitzer, under Lieutenant Hudnall, being nearest my
works, came under my special notice. Their names are as follows:

. Licutenant Hudnall, commanding (wounded), Sergeant S. B. Hughes,

G. H. Pendleton, R. P. Pleasants, William M, Caldwell, George W. Hob- .
son, William McCarthy, H. C. Shook, (wounded), L. W. Timberlake,
George P. Hughes, John Worth (wounded), D. B, Clark.

Permit me, in conclusion, to pay a well-deserved compliment to the
First Regiment North Carolina Volunteers. Their patience under trial,
perseverance under toil, and courage under fire have seldom been sur-
passed by veteran troops. Often working night and day—sometimes
without tents and cooking utensils—a murmur has never escaped them
to my knowledge. They have done a large portion of the work on the
intrenchments at Yorktown, as well as those at Bethel. Had all of the
regiments in the field worked with the same spirit, there would not be
an assailable point in Virginia. After the battle they shook hands affec-
tionately with the spades, calling them “clever fellows and good friends.”

The men are influenced by high moral and religious sentiments, and
their conduct has furnished ancther example of the great truth that he
who fears God will ever do his duty to his country.

The Confederates had in all about one thousand two hundred men
in the action. The enemy had the regiments of Colonel Duryea (zou-
aves), Colonel Carr, Colonel Allen, Colonel Bendix, and Colonel Ward-
rop (Massachusetts), from Old Point Comfort, and five companies of
Phelps’ regiment, from Newport News. We had never morce than three
hundred actively engaged at any one time. The Confederate loss was
cleven wounded; of these, one mortally, The enemy must have lost
some three hundred. I could not, without great disparagement of their
courage, place their loss at a lower figure. It is inconceivable that five
thousand men should make so precipitate a retreat without having sus-
tained at least this much of a reverse. Let us devoutly thank the living
God for His wonderful interposition in our favor, and evince our grati-
tude by the exemplariness of our lives,

With great respect,

* * * *
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LIEUT. COL. STUART’S REPORT.

Sirs 1 have the honor to report that I took the position assigned
me in the engagement of the 10th to the right and in front of the line
of battle, and completed the slight breastwork erected to protect the
command, consisting of three companies of my detachment, commanded
by Captains Walker, Childrey, and Charters, numbering, rank and file,
two hundred and eight men. The enemy deployed as skirmishers in the
orchard, immediately in front and to our left, protected on the left by
several frame buildings and sheds. Those in front were dispersed by a
fire from the first platoon of Captain Walker's company, but we were an-
noyed by the fire from behind the buildings and the battery in the road
to our left, but under cover of the breastworks the men remained un-
hurt. After the dispersion of the skirmishers a column of about fificen
hundred appeared in the road immediately in our front, extending from
the left to right, with a battery of artillery in front, and advancing a line
of skirmishers down the ravine on my right, protected from both view
and fire, which fact was reported to me by scouts sent out for the pur-
pose of observing their movements. The batlery in front commenced
advancing on the left of the ravine and immediately in our front. The
battery supporting us on the left had been silenced and withdrawn some
- time before this. These facts being communicated to you, in obedi-
ence to your orders 1 retired in order through the swamp to the second
position assigned me on the hill on the left of the church. Here one of my
companies was detached and sent to the support of Captain Werth; an-
other, under Captain Walker, was sent to Presson’s, near the Warwick ard
York Bridge.

A}oout this time Captain Atkinson’s company had arrived on the field,
and with this and a detachment of the Wythe Rifles I recrossed the
swamp, advanced and regained my former position. I was supported at
this time by a portion of Company G, of North Carolina Rifles, and
with their aid again drove off some skirmishers advancing through the
orchard. The firing, however, after 1 regained my position, was irregu-
lar on the part of the enemy, and 1 only permitted some few shots to be
v ﬁg‘ed at a prominent position of their column and stragglers skulking be-
hind the fences, owing to the enemy being much beyond rifle range.

, I%c‘)th o{hcers and men under my command behaved with the greatest
c0o mf ss throughout the whole engagement, and none were injured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

* * ® ¥

MAJOR RANDOLPH’S REPORT.

Yorktown, June 12, 1861.

Colonel: 1 have the honor to report that i i
o _ port that in the action of the 10th
instant the Howitzer Battalion, under my command, fired eighteen solid
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shots and eighty shells, spherical case and canister, and was injured in
the following particulars: A lieutenant and two privates were wounded,
one severely and two slightly; five horses and three mules were Kkilled
or disabled; the Parrott gun (iron rifled) had its linstock splintered, and
a musket ball passed through the felloe of the left wheel; a musket ball
pierced the corner plate and a partition ¢ the limber chest of one of the
howitzers and lodged against a shell; two poles of caissons, one set of
swinglebars, one large pointing ring, a chain for a rammer, and several
priming wires werc broken, and one of the howitzers was spiked by the
breaking of a priming wire in its vent. I have already made a requisi-
tion for ammunition enough to fill all the chests of the battalion, and will
submit, as soon as practicable, requisitions for whatever else may be re-
quired. )

Ag the position of the pieces was under your cbservation, it is only
necessary to state that the Parrott gun and oneé howitzer were posted in
the battery immediately on the right of the road leading to Hampon; that
3 howitzer was placed in the battery erected on the right beyond the ra-
vine, through which a passway was made for the purpose of withdrawing
he piece if necessary; a howitzer was posted near the bridge; the rified
howitzer was placed on the left of the road behind the right of the re-
doubt erected by the North Carolina regiment, and a howitzer was posted
in the rear of the road leading from the Half-way House, a howitzer hav-
ing been previously sent to the Half-way House under the command of
Lieutenant Moseley.

Early in the action the howitzer in the battery on the right, having
Jbeen spiked by the breaking of the priming wire, was withdrawn from its
position, and the infantry supporting it fell back upon the church; but
it was subsequently replaced by the howitzer of Lieutenant Moseley, which
arrived at a later period of the action.

The ford on the left being threatened, the howitzer at the bridge was
withdrawn and sent to that point, and the rifled howitzer was withdrawn
from the left of the road and sent to assist in the protection of the rear.
The same disposition was subsequently made of the howitzer at the main
battery, situated immediately on the right of the road.

The enemy came in sight on the road leading from Hampton a few
minutes before 9 o’clock a. m., and their advance guard halted at a house
on the roadside about six hundred yards in front of our main battery.
Trire, however, was not opened upon them for ten of fifteen minutes, when
from the number of bayonets vigible in the road we judged that a heavy
column was within range. The action then commenced by a shot from the
Parrott gun, aimed by myself, which struck the center of the road a
short distance in front of their column, and probably did good execution
in its ricochet. At no time could we see the bodies of the men in the
column, and our fire was directed by their-bayonets, their position being
obscured by the shade of the woods on their right and two small houses
on their left, and somewhat in advance of them. Our fire was immedi-
ately returned by a battery near the head of their column, but conceal_ed
by the woods and the houses so effectually, that we only ascertained its
position by the flash of the pieces. The fire was maintained en our side
for some time by the five pieces posted in front of our position; but, as
already stated, one of them being spiked and amother withdrawn to pro-
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i }]ﬂtect the ford early in the action, the fire was conlinued wilh three pieces,

- and at no time did we afterwavds have more than three pieces playing

- upon the enemy. The fire on our part was deliberate, and was suspend-
<ed whenever masses of the enemy were not within range, and the execu-

- tion was good, as 1 afterward ascertained by a personal inspection of
- the principal position of the enemy. The cannonade lasted with inter-

o vals of suspension from a few minutes before 9 o’clock a.m. until 174
“o'elock p.m., and the fact that during this time but ninety-eight shot
- were fired by us tends to show that the firing was not too rapid. The
carthworks thrown up by the battalion were struck several tinws by
the cannon-shot of the enemy, but no injury was sustained. They firer
upon us with shot, shell, spherical case, canister, and grape from 6 and
iZ-pounders, at a distance of abour six hundred yards, but fi:e only in-
jury received from their artilery was the loss of a mule.

We found in front of our main battery, in and near the yard of the
small house already mentioned, five killed and one mortally wounded by
the five of our artillery. We heard of two others killed at Cramdall’s,

- - about a mile fram us, and have reason to believe there were many ohers.
: ‘,,}The injury done to our artillery was from the fire of musketry on our left
- flank the gwound on that side between us and the enemy sinking dowan
«: 8o as to expose us over the top of the breastwork erected by the North
- Carolina regiment, ‘
- After some imtermission of the assault in front, a heavy column,
-apparently a re-enforcement or reserve, made its appearance on the
~Hampton road and pressed forward towards the bridge, carrying the
- UL 8. flag near the head of the column. As the road had been clear for
~gome time, and our flanks and rear had been threatened, the howitzer
- in the main battery had been sent to the rear, and our fire did not at first

o ocheck them, T hurried a howitzer forward from the rear, loaded #t with

- -canjster, and prepared to sweep the approach to the bridge, but the fire
© of the Parrott gun again drove them back.  The howitzer brought from
sothe Half-way House by Lieutemant Moseley arriving most opportunely,
- Learrvied it to the battery on the right to replace the disabled piece. On
. ~getting there 1 learned from the infantry that a small house in front was
«.-occupied by sharpshooters, and saw the body of a Carclivian 'wing thirty
. yards in-front of the battery, who had been kiiled in a mos: sullant at-
> tempt to burn the house.

oo Thopened npon the house with shell for the purpose of burning it,
and the battery of the enemy in the Hampton road, Leing on the line
- with it, and supposing probably that the fire was at them, immediately
- returned it with solid shot. This disclosed their position and enabled me
w0 firerat the house and at their battery at the same time. After an ex-
~¢hange of five or six shots a shell entered a window of the house, in-
“teréased the fire already kindled uneil it soon broke out into a light blaze,
“and, as 1 have veason to believe, disabled one of the enemy’s pieces. This
was ‘the last shot fired. They soon afterwards vetreated, and we saw
no more of them:

The action disclosed some serious defects in our ammunition and
equipment; for which I earnestly recommed an immediate remedy. 'The
~shell of the Parrott gun had a fixed wooden fuse which cannot be extri-
© cated, the shortest being cut for four seconds. The consequence was




sig not fight

fompanie2 &
[SARM RS

T 100 1063

placed © protecting T

:_'J I3 ':\a‘*"ue\-s\‘““
farsy r;wmva‘;wv*-‘“’» '
U/ Suandig o e /
e flgansting bin s 7/
i

e
o Blackamichs st
burnit by ﬂyaﬁgv
o’ was




BATTLE OF BIG BETHEL 3

that the shells burst far in the rear of the enemy and served merely as
solid shot. Had they been plugged and uncut fuses furnished, I think
that our fire would have been much more effective. The power and pre-
cision of the piece, demonstrated by the thirty rounds fired from it, ren-
der it very desirable that all of its advantages should be made available.
I therefore respectfully suggest that the shell be hereafter plugged and
the fuses left uncut.

It is reported to me that the Borman fuse used by one of the howdt-
zers were defective, the shells cut for five second exploding as scon as
those cut for two.

The caissons of the Navy howilzers were made by placing ammuni-
tion chests upon the running gear of common wagons, and the play of
the front axies is <o limited that the caissen cannot be turned in the ordi-
nary roads of this part of the country, and whevever the road is ditched
or the woods impassable it cannot be reversed. There is also great dan-
ger of breaking the poles in turning the caissons quickly, as was shown
in the action of the 10th instant. I'm aware that the expedient of using
wagon bodies was resorted to in order to save time, but as it might lead
to great disaster, 1 recommend that their places be supplied as speedily
as possible with those made in the usual way. :

The small size of the limber of the howitzers (INavy) renders it im-
possible to mount the men, and the pieces cannot move faster than the
cannoneers can walk. In a recent skirmish with the enemy, in which
we pursued them rapidly, we could only carry two men, and having got
far ahead of the others, we had to unlimber and fire with only two can-
noneers at the piece. The piece having only two horses, and the car-
riage being very light, it is hazardous to mount any person on the limbery,
1 therefore recommend that four horses be furnished to each Navy how-
itzer, one for the chief and the other three for the men usually mount d
on the limber.

We have succeeded since the action in unspiking the howitzer dis-
abled by the breaking of the priming wire, but from the inferior meti
used in making our priming wires we shall have fo lay them aside aile-
gether, and T must request that better ones be furnished. At present
can say nothing more of the conduct of the ofticers and mien of the hat-
talion than to express the high gratification afforded me by their cour-
age, coolness, and precision, and to ask permission at a future time to
call your attention to individual instances of gallantry and good conduct.
i have requested the commandants of companies to furnish me with the
names of such non-commissioned officers and privates as they think oz-
pecially worthy of notice. _

[ am happy at having an opportunity to render my ackonwledg-
ments to Colonel Hill, the commandant of the North Carolina regiment,
for the useful suggestions which his experience as an artillery offcer
enabled him to make to me during the action, and to bear testimony to
the gallantry and discipline of that portion of his command with whici
I was associated. The untiring industry of his regiment in intrenching
our position enabled us to defeat the enemy with a nominal loss on our

side.
Ed b3 £ &
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MAJOR MOZ\*TAGL E'S REPOGRT

On the morning of the 10th of June my command reported te Colonel
Magruder at Bethel Church, according to orders. At —— In the morn-
‘ing information was received that the enemy in force were advancing
upon us. Colonel “h"rudcr iminediatels ordered me io throw up a ye-
doubt fronting toward a ravine, over which it was syj 1 the eno
might attempt fo turn our xight flank. My men we
nearly finished the redoubt when the first gw
fired, which took place at —— o'clock a. m. .&1’).
fire with spirit, and the shelt and shot flew thivk and
mand, who were in a peculiariy expmeu cenditl 01,
towards and being neaviy . pcrponmcmar to the point
" nately for my command, however, the m.x;o*’ part
had sufficient elevation to pass over our heads, tho
- solid shot fell within a few feef of our redoubt. One

my horse between his fore and hind i’e»st several otl
“fow feet of his head, and & § ul‘r?”l(d tnemw‘h
“Had the enemy’s g
whole line with 1* $ enﬁladmg fire, A *\'3»“»
eommenced I recoived an order to divect one of
ham Grays, under the vammaam of Caplain
“'mile helow the bridge against the first i
Regiment, and I saw no more of the company
. About —— minutes after the fight, and af ;
*art had been cor‘*‘wiied {o fall back across the rav
- doubt, Col ono eg vuder ozfder*i ma 10 *aw My
a quamer mijes ar nd io aid th
Lieuwtenant Chisman, in gum‘din; 2 ma
. were attempting «,Q uﬂ* our left flank,
mand avound to the point indicated at
and dep"o*veﬁ my whote commiand as s
wot-a mile under cover of a dense {olis

until late in the evening, when we wer
der to the church. The enemy dis
remained gulet and inzetive o
 We had 1o kilied or woundad.
L both officers and men, was pevfectiy cool, ©
wh(),e ’ume which we wore oxp
emy’s hattery and fo diagonal fire
have no | wmm.m;v in expressing
my' command, the Halifax L;gm ] T,
“ham Grays, Captain Werth; and the 0Oid
erson, as well as the detachment of the
<y eommand, conduci g
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CAPTAIN ""‘RTH S REPORTS. 1

JUNE 12, 1861.

Sir: beg leave very respectfully fo make the following report of
my scout:

Ou Sunday afterneon, the 9th of }L‘ne 1861, I procured the corn and
oats on the Back River road as ordered, and had the wagons returning
'to camp in two hours and a guayrier from the receipt of the order. I was
then joined by one comnant ol Novith Cavolina Inf antlv one plece of the
howitzer batlery, and a detachment of Captain Douthatt’s cavalry, as [
smmoqed, to assisl me in making observations near Hampton, on the
7. - 1 approached New 3arket Bridge at 5 ¢’clock p. m., planted
t}-o hovmzer 50 as {0 sweep the hridge, dcp ved my infantry in open
order on my nt Hank in ambush, so that mm‘ could rake the road. The
cavalry 1 nosted in he rear, and threw out vendeites on each of my flanks
to av osd & surprise.

In this position I waited for the nnpearance of the enemy. I of
course had no idea of cn(iangm’ng my command by engaging fhe enemy
if in force. 1 was too weak. In a few momonts alarm guns were fired
- by a chain of seniinels extending from New Mavket Bridge to Fort Mon-
roe. In a fow moments a foree advanced from Hampton (supposed to
be a Lathﬁoa of infantry, but 37:&:*‘ v in detached companies) whilst
at ’Lhe same time one or mors companies approached by the road leading
from . mvmm News. Those forcos were each advancing upon New Mar-
ket Bz"a're from opposite aivections, thinking 1 had crossed the bridge
with my command., Upon observing their approach with a glass, 1 quiet+
Iy retired from my position fo & point in the rear three-quarters of a
mile. The enemy approached the bridge, and when they suddenly canie
in sight of each oi:‘ner ‘;'he:f {each mistaking the other for me). opened
fire, and kept it up for some five minutes before they discovered their
grror. I was & 'm" on my hmm near the bridge, and saw the firing
plainly with my but did net at the time know the cause, although
1 suspected it. AL 1 tock up the march for Bethel Church, the en-
rmy following me, and the next morning the fight opened.

', {xince dead) stated that in this brush
n wounded, and corroborated all the

One of the

JuNE 13, 1861,
7 report of the movement of the
of Bethel Church on the 10th
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cthel my- company, the Chatham Grays was placed in the redoubt to

“'{he rvear of the church, to defend the right wing in case of a discomfiture.
~ From this point T was detailed, by your orders, to take position at the
~ford on the creek, about one mile below the bridge. I crossed my com-

.- mand over the open field under a shower of shell and canister, which the
.'enemy poured into us from their battery, but sustained no damage.

‘A portion of the Fifth New York Zouave -Reginent {three compa-
: mes) was at this time advancmg down the oup ssebe bank of the stream
“for the purpose of crossing the ford, am% ther wy turn cur left flank., |

o saw the movement, and at once took doulile quick and made the distance

~of over a mile in about nine minutes, beating the zouaves, and getting
~_in position at the ford in time to cause them to hait. [ obstructed the
ford. in all. conceivable ways by felling trees, etc., and then placed my
~first platoon on the northwest side, under cover of an old mill-dam, whilst
my second platoon I placed in ambush on the opposite side, where the
road leading to the ford could have been raked for four hundred vards
with deadly effect.

- At 10.10 o'clock one naval howitzer, with a detachment from the
Howitzer Battalion, reported to me for duty. I at once placed the gun
~in position one hundred and twenty yards up the creek from my infan-

try; where I had a beautiful range for grape or canister on a spot in the

“road on the opposite side of the stream over which the enemy would of
necessity pass in attempting the passage of the ford. From this point

~Thad the pleasure of getting one good shot at the enemy, which, from the

-sudden rout of the party at which it was aimed, must have done much
damage. T also threw down all the fences on elthel gide of the creck, and
-cleared all the undergrowth and large timber, so that after the enemy
had passed the range of the howitzer from its first position, T could lim-

~ber up and in two minutes have it in position to deliver its fire between

‘ my two platoons and immediately upon the ford.

- At 10 to 11 a. m. the Southern Guard, Captain ———, reported to

“me for duty. I at once joined this command with my company, all en-
“tirely concealed from the enemy. At a little past 11 o’clock, so com-
: 'pletely ambuscaded was my entire force, oné of the enemy sent down to
~examine the ford came up to within twenty yards of my position, awl
“did not suspect the presence of any force until 1 ordered him to ground
‘arms, which he instantly did, and I had the pleasure of taking him pris
~onér. ‘He had a fine minie musket accOutrements, and forty-five mund
“of cartridges. 1 placed him under guard, and afterwards forwarded hvim
10 headquarters. All the men under my command displayed a wonder-
“ful degree of coolness for troops who had never been under fire, and !
“am -assured, if 'we had been so fortunate as to have been attacked hv -
foree five times our strength, that the command wou d have made a des-
»perate resistance,
oAt sundown T was ordered to withdraw.

= This; special report is rendered necessary by my being detached {ron

: MaJor Montague 3 battahon

ES * & *




