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1 Septembor: At 1300B the Squadron, less Troop B, left its bivousc in rear
of the Ps %{ Palais, in the Champa Elyseea, PARIS, FRANCE to josn the Corps in
the drive to the G RMAN border. Troop B remained temporarily attached to T-Force,
- in PARIS, for the completion of sacurity mizsions assipgned by that headjuarters.
The bala.nca of the Sjuairon marched to0 & group asserbly area in the virinity of
VILLENZUVE (342887) and remeinad in position awaiting orders.

2 Septerber:; The Squadron remained in assembly area until 19008, during
wnich period training was conducted by Troops A and € in river crossing, using
1/4 ton trucks and 2 1/2 ton 6x6 truck tarpaulinsg. Also Squadron Headquarters
sent two officer patrols to forward areas to keep abreast of the road and bridge
situation. At 1700B movement orders Were issued by Group Headjuarters and the
Squedron displaced forward, clearing the I. P. at -RARAY at 1900B., Troop B was
roleased from its attachment to T-FORCE, PARIS, and rejoined the Squadron en-
routs at FONTAINE., All Troops and the command post closed in the new bivouac .
arss one mile north of CUTTS (650130) at 2320B.

'3 September: Thse Sjuedron remained in bivousc one mile north of CITTS until
1320, Catholic Aand Protestant church services were conducted at 1400B. At
1800B the Squacdron was ulerted snd moved to the nc:.mty of SUZY (883173), closing
in the new area at 220(}3. : :

4 September: The Sq,ua.dron -rms uangned the miasion of reconnoitering and
sescuring the bridges @2oross the HuJSE RIVER between VIREUX and FUMAY inclusive.
Orders were issued at 040200B September 1944 (Ses FO # 10 w/overlay) and at
0530B the Squadron moved to Accomplish the missions The commend post displaced
initially to the vicinity of AUBENTON {(460426) and then crossed the border into
FRANCE sgain and located @bout 2 miles north east of ROCROI,.where it remained
until after dark. At 1600B, & conpsny of infantry, & platoon of mediwm tanks and
& platoon of tank destroyers were attached to the Squadron to assist in securing
orossings and defending positions on the east side of the M3U

Troop A found the bridge at VIRSUX and GIVET destroyed by the enemy, but .
managed to cross the MUUSE with their 2nd platoon, using & ford three miles south
of VIRE'X, All platocns were across by nightfall and forward patrols imrediately
contacted enemy outposts between VIREUX and HARGNIES. The troop took twa pris-
onera during the period.

Troop B reported the bridge at FUIAY blown at 1020B and the second platoon
- orossed the ¥iUSE RIVER at a ford one mile south of VIREUX and continued reoon-
naissance south east tc HARCNIES. The platoon was stopped by & road block one
‘mile east of HARGNIES which was dafended by ea undetermined number of enemy rifle-
men, machine guns ard tenks. All available weapons and flanking parties were
employed in an attempt to neutralize the block without success. The enemy at-
tempted & counterattack by sendinz tanks through the road block which was halted
by the concentrated fire of the platoon weapous. The situation reached a stale-
mate with darkness, and the ‘platoon rempined in observation. The first platoon
supported by & platoon of assault guns attempted to oross the MiJSi UVER at
HAYBES, using a ferry-barge. Prior to crossing, ¢nemy bicyolé troops were
observed in the vicinity of some buildinga on the far shore. The platoon fired
upon these with cannon @nd machine guns while dismoumted men crossed the river
in agsault bosts. The enemy withirew and the platoon with all its vehicles
ferried across the river and secured the orossing, having inflicted eleven
caguslties and taken 28 prisoners. clements of the first battalion, 12th In-
fantry Regiment relieved the I'irst platoon, by protecting the river oros#ing,
-and the platoon advanoed northeast to HiRGNIES until halted Ly & road block
~ one mils south of that towmn at dusk. A dismounted reconnaiswsgos reported the
block defended by an anti tank gun and an wndetermined nurber of infantry..
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Troop C reconnoitered the rear road net in the Squadron zone during the
poriod and remained in Sjusdron reserve with Troop E and Company ¥

At about 2345B all romumng elements of the Squadron crossed the MEUSE,
via the newly completsd enginser pontoon bridgs and bivouaced at HAYBES for the
night, with Troop B mintaming defensive poaitions to the east in the vicinity
of HARGNIES. -

~ ~b Septenber; Tho Squadron attacked strong ensmy forces defonding HARGNIES, -
Troop B advenced cast from its position of the previous night, supported by Troop
E, ane platoon of mpdium tanke and infentry 81MYM mortars. Their attack mst with
stubborn resistance from enemy machine gun and tank fire, supportsd by artillery.
Troop A moved via VIREUE, to attack HARGNIES from the north. The command post
remainod initially in HAYBEES, with an advance cormand post on the high ground
ovorloox:ing HARGN IES. .

43 the attack developed it b&oamo apparsnt that & force of from 300 to 500
Gorman infantry troops oecupied HARGNIES, supported by at least 4 tanks and some
self propelled guns. The surrounding terrein was heevily wooded, making it im-
practical to mike & mounted approach and Troop C wes dismounted to reinforce the
Troop B attack. Troop ¢ deploysd, with two plamons abreasgt, to the right of .
Troop B, and closed on the town from the south.

. Approximately 300 CGermans, forced from the town by the PTroop B bombardnsnt,
brolu from th¢ eastern edge of the tovn, coming into full view of the supporting
olements of the attacking troops at a range of about 2500 yards. " Intense artill-
eory and .60 caliber machine gun fire was brought to bear on these enemy troopil.
."causing & complete rout and inflicting innumerable casualties. -

Pollowing this debacle, the enemy was rsinforced by SS troops, accompanisd
by 4 tanks und self propslled artillery, to defend the town actively and thus
cover the m™etreat of thev otherz, The tank fire deliversd by this ecovering forse,
althoush inflicting some casualties, was unsuccessful. Apgressive enemy tank
action &t this time was halted through the efforts of Captain Rice, commanding
Troop ©, who--by personslly observing and directing the fire of his asswult
gung--foroed the enemy tanks to withdraw. Tanks oi‘ Company F were brought up at
this time, and together with elements of Troope B and C, they broke up the counter-
ati@ck end o tank patrol broke intc the town itself, finding it clear, Simul-
taneously, Troop 4, whoss attack from the north had bsen suspended Jduring the
artillery bombardment of the town, was ordered to cless on the objective. Ths town, '
which had been set on firs by the Germans before their retreat was secured and the
command ‘post brought forward. R
] Troop A wae sssigned the mission of regaining contact with the enery, and
- pushed on to the sust, in spite of approaching darimess. Within fifteen min-
utes of receiving this order, the first section of the first platoon, cormand-
ed by 3/8gt Brigzlio, had made contact smd was held up by a tank outpost in a thick
wood two miles east of %he town and was enpaged with dismounted snemy on either
side of the tank. After a fire £ijht with michine gune and hand grenades, 82
prisonsras were taken, including two offiiocers. Dus to darkness and the fact that
tho ensmy tsnk was gtill in position, the advance was halted for- the night.

A number of atrocities had been camitted by the Germans in HARGRI"S. in
addition to the burning; of the town; a number of civilians had beep Bwisred. A
total of 86 pr_isonors}wwo taken by the Squadron during the period, During the
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night the 2nd Battalion of the 12th Infantry took over the defenses of HARGNIES,
. thereby reliewing the troops outposting the town. - - ] '

' 6 September: At dhy 1light the Squadron advanced 1n two colurms o screen
- the uftacﬁ of The 12th Infentry (See letter of instruction). The south (Thite)
golum reached the FPRANCO-BELGIAN bordsr at 0741B and foumd the bridge at (909
599) destroyed by the ensmy. A ford was located and all elements of this
colusm, including the cammund post, crossed into BELGIUM.

The north (Red) columm, conmandsd by Captain Robert E, Meyer, consisted af

- Troop C, Company P (less two platoons), and one platoon of Troop E. This task
. foroe found all crossings of LE HOUILLE “IViR between FEIENMNE and TILLERZIE
destroyed except for a foot bridge in the wicinity of (926650). The infantry
(left flank column of the 4th Infantry Division) crossed at this point and pro-

- 6eeded to FZLENNE while the task force ware forced to psss through the south
sector, crossing into BELGIUM &t {909693), and continued on thelr mission. During
the early hours of the morning the {irat platoon of Troop C captured fiftesn.
German infuntrymen in the vicinity of (912617), and were left to protest the con-
struction of & treadway bridpe at (931645) by the engineers. The balance of the
forae proceedsd to BOURSKIGNES and BOIS CHAIPAY without fm?eting emmy action.

South (White) column consisting of Troop A, with one platoon of Troop b and
ons platoon of Compamy F attached, gdined conmct at (928684) near TILLERZIE at
0920B, the enemy foree tonaisting of approximately 200 to 300 infantry and an une -
deterr:ined pumber of tanks. ‘A3 the first pletoon was nearing WIVLERZIE, Sts
leading armored car received iirect firs fram & high velocity gun (76 or 88) and |
was stopped. 8/Sgt Briglio had dismountsd to investigate a road block just ahead,:
and upon being rired upon, the remaining car orew got out, but Pvt. Jarady, who
rerained in the ocar to cover S/Sgt Briglio, was killed by the sscomd shote A
half-track, in backing up to get under cover, hit & Tellermine and was disatbled, -
with two casualties regulting. It was then discoversd that the armored car and
séveral point bantams had passed over six of these mines without touching them. -

A Tiger tonk wes spotted om high ground east of TITLERZIW, and the F.0, deliv-
‘ered fire on that area within ten minutes. The enemy tank then fired two more
rounds and retreated into the town of RIZNNE with its infantry. The attached

B Troop platoon was sent sround on the north flank of the town, and Troop A
sntered the town. After re-organization, the B Troop platoon led out towvard
'RIEIME, & short distance to the east, on & straight road which was under obser-
vation from RI:ANNi., This platoon was atopped by tank and small urms fire. Self-
propelled tank destroysrs were brouht up and fired on the apot where the tank
had besn ssen, but with no effuvcts A company of the 12th Infantry ~as g2nt into
RIuN:k from the north, the third platoon Troop A advanced dismounted directly
into the town, and the tank platoon, with the second platoon Troop A, atiacked

. from tie south. The first platoom, with two self-propelled tank. destroyers, s
to take southern route ard proosed to G2J7NJE, with & mission of setiing up a
defenae there, end with the hope of trapping the enemy force, particularly the
tank or tanks which Were holding up ®hs advance. RILNNZ was found to be slear

. of snemy, but, when the hlatoon of Troep B attempted to advance toward GIMINNI,

it was immediately pinned down. Civillans reported numerous eneny tanks in

‘woods to eagt of RIEHNE, and all available anti-tank guns and artillory were
broyht to bear on the indirated area. The first platoon, Troop A, ond attached
tank destroysrs, had by this time sot up to cover the pain escape route of ememy .
#hich might have been trapped. !oyever, the enemy had withdrawn eagt through -
. GEDIKUE bufore the foroe was able %o camplete its flanking mission. The balance
of Troop A (tank platoon reverted to ite parent unit at this point) prooseded to .
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GEDINNE at 2300B, using the south route, and arriving there at 0200B. . Outposting
of that town wus completed about 0400B. One Mark IV tank had been sbandoned here,

‘ burned by its crew. _ :

Troop B rersined in 3juadron reserve, oxecuting lateral recgnn’aisaan'oe of
roadg ulong the main axiss’ ' ’ - R

The Sjuadron command post was sdvanced to RIENNE for the night., Twenty one
prisoners were taken during the period. ' o L

.

7 Sept"emb‘erx Troop A continued on mission at 0730 towsrd WAUT FAYS, ad- .

vancing on three roads. One platoon of Troop B wes still attached, plus one .

platoon of towed anti-tank guns. Tis first platoon advanced on main axis, third
to the north, and the second to the south. The second was unsble to continue -

" beeouse the road uet was very poor. The third was stopred by & heavy road blook

(tree) and the first platoon encountered & lsferdnd blook (same type) about three

miles east of GEDIKNE. The ‘first was unable to locate the source of fire in the
heavily wooded terrsin. One round of tank fire came over their position and .

later a loud explosion was hesrd. 4t this time a campany of infantry was deployed
to attack with the first platoon, but as soun as the attack started the Germens '
withdrew from HAUT FAY leswiny a Mark IV tank which they had blown, The Troop
assembled at that point, and continued on mission toward REDW. The Troop B platoon
wes gent up main road vo North, first platocn took & southern route, with the

. third leading the second on main axis. ~Aftsr considerable difficulty, due too -
parro# roads, and the infantry already moving, the troop got ahead of column again.

The road from HAUT FAY3 to REDU was almost impasaible, being little more than a
trail through @ heavy “orest. The Troop commander snd commanding officer of the -

'infentry decided, at REDU, that infantry would stop at TRANSINNE and the troop . . -

would move on to SMUID end outpost thut village for the night. - No resistance was

. met until the ocavalry solumn was approaching SMUID, where & road block was en-

countersd, covered by rifle fire. A dismounted patrol determined that enemy had.
fled after firing, and SMUID was clear., Troop A moved into SMUID at 2000B and .
préceeded to outpoat the towp. A patrol was ordered out to secure a bridge about

1 1/2 miles to the east -sgainst domolitions.

Troop C with attashmonts, continued to precede the sdvance of the 1lst Bate '~
talion, meetipng numerous road blocks Jefended by amall arms fire.  Belgian Majuis ‘
rendered valuable assistence to the Troop throughout the day, giving timely and
acecurate information concerning the retreasting Germans. At VONICHE, the third
platoon employed an arnored ecar to destroy a Germsn half track end “personnel.

carrier which approached that town from the north as the plutoon entered it from
the west. Both enemy vehicles were set on fire by 37MM high explosive shells,

‘and three enemy killed. Immediately following this action, while the third pla-.

toon was prooeeding to LOMPREZ, the enemy ambushed and captured one of the Troop's
armored ¢ars, using sn armored car (1=-8), captured from the 102nd Cavalry Squad-
ron same dsys previously, #s & decoy. The sscond platoon then took the lead and
advancsd ¥cwerde WELLIN, where the Majuis reported German vehicles and personnel %o

‘be in force., As the Trcop approached that town they ware met with artillery fire

and a plan was made to attack in conjunction with the supporting infantry. The
snemy wWithdrew, however, snd the Troop persusd to the vicinity of RR3, whers con-
tact wee regsined at = road block at (210860). The obstacle consisted of a mine-
#i81d covered by encmy fire of & heavy calibre. A section of Assault Guris was :
brought up to form a bnse of fire, and Lt Hopkina dismounted his platoon and flank-
. . wd= - i :

¥ o ' ’ : ! \ ) ' "
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- -ed- the eneny .poéi‘bionr One - snemy vehicle was destroyed which proved to be. the

armored sar captured from the tairl platoon earlier in the day., Two 1/4 ton trucks . -
wers destroyud by ememy fire. Proceeding on fo WAVREITIE, the first platoon-en-
countercd a large rowd block of twonty -five'treas';at (21069C) , defended by small
arims fire. Jaing their mortars as a base of fire, the platoon dislod;vd the en-
emy by flanking the position, and then removed the obstacle. F‘ollowmg, this

- action the troop moved om into /AVR.ILLI and outposted tha’c toWn for the night, |

froop B completed & reconn:izsance of road nets o the soath in the viﬂlmty
of WITLIRLIE, outposhng, that town for the night. , _—

.The Sjuadron command post o:lsnlaced forward- to TRINSINVE, closing in this

"position with Cowpany F and Troop & (less Jetachments ) at 2130B. The 102nd Cav-
‘alry Group cormand post also loecated in TR.NSTINE foz- the mght unier the protec-

tion of' the Squadronc

~

. 8 baptamber: Tke £jusdron continued on the mission of soreening the advance

‘of the I2th IThlemtry (See ¥0 f;— 11} until ordered to suspend forward novement at
' approximately 14008,

 Troop A advaficed east from SKJID and drew heavy enemy small arms fire from

the high ground st (246812) und movement of eremy tanks wes detectsd. The in-
fantry passed through the troop, taking a northern route and moving cross country .
‘into ST HB4RT, In the rean while, the first platoon, Troop A, found an undefended

route »in’co that town and the .entire Troop procesdsd to it. The snemy #ithirew at <
09308 and the Troop pntrolled to YAV.TS and to the v1cinity of (291640).

. Troop B proceedcd to the east throu,_h GRYUPONT  to A“ NHD. TWo enemy half trucks
and a volkswagon were observed in the vieinity of AVERYE at 1120B, Patrols dia-

‘ covered two Tiger tarks in AWENNE and.unebles to obtain tank destroyer supports beu

fore darkness, the Iroop x'emalned in observation for the nightc

Troop C advanoed through FORRISRES and oncount:ered a small t‘oroe of anemy in-
fantry who took cover in the forest, leaving a wagon load of supphes, and werso

‘bypsssed. As the Troop resched NASSOGNE, the third platoon, commanded by Staff

Sergzeant En;el, surprised another small German infantry forse in the act of con-

- stractmg, a road block. A dismounted flenking party was ent out but the snemy

withdrew hurriedly and without cagualties,  The Troop reached WARSIN at 14008,

and outposted the RJ at (306773) and NASSCGNE; also patrolling the north-south
road between these two poihts. ‘A first platoon arméred car, outposting the main
highwey leading to MARCHE, wmbushed and destroyed a German staff ear in the vicin-
ity of (306773). later the first platoon was ordered to seize the coross roads at
(3584657). An sxtensive road block was ~ucountered 300 yards west of this objective
after dark. The platoor worked all ni ht on the removal of this obstacle by toww

" ing the treea out of the rcid .nth an sattached platoon of Assault Guns.

_..iquadron Hesdguarters, together rith Troops E, P and Hq., remaz.ned in

sgptezr.bers ‘I‘h;o Syuadror. coﬁtinvsd to screen ’che advance >f the IZth Infan-
try to T:'ﬁe east. : ' ' o N

TrOOp A reconnoitered roads leadlng; out of ST HUBERPT to C.R. (333099)3 \
(285686); and to GRUPONT (245687). The Troop established an obssrvation point at
CR (268654) and relieved elements of Troop B holding CR (383899). The lst platoon

- was &ttached to Proop B and balance of the Troop remained in Syumdren reserve. .-

CHINGE ASS‘F\ED |
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Troop B advanoed with the mission of securing the crossing of tha LYO'TRTME
RIVER at LA ROCHE. The first and third platoons were halted by heavy small arms
and machine ;un fire. Supported by heavy tanks, at the western edge of that
tom. Both platoons rerained in contact, placing direct fire on ensmy positions
in the town, until supporting infantry arrived. The 2nd Battalion, 12th Infan-
try, deployed to attwck LA ROCHE, but were stopped at the river by heavy machine
gun and rifle fire from prepared positions in the cellars and on the roofs of the
buildings in the tomn. The third platoon of Company F, led by Captain lewis, in
his command tank, had com® up to reinforce Troop B. Seeing that the infantry had
- stopped, Captain Lewis dscided to clean out the town with his tanks, After secur- .
ing a large scale, detail map of the city fram & civilian, he led his platoon
through & ford on the flank of the enemy centre of resistance and, procseding
awiftly through the city streets, enveloped and overan the enemy positions. He
then gwept tarcugh the town, persuing the main German body, end took eight pris-
oners after killing epproximately fifteen of the enemy at the outer edges of the
tovm. The infantry then followed the tanks into LA ROCHE and cleaned out all
soattered resistunce and snipers. During this attack, the second platoon had
procesded to secure a bridge ouast of NISS:MONT at (525734). Fowr hundred yards
north of the bridge, they cams under fire from enemy light automatic Weapons which
was neutralized by & Tlanking party commanded by Sgt Phipps and Sgt Oxenham, us-
ing their armored car as & bagse of fire. The platoon then closed in . on their
objective only to meset with more mechine gun fire. Lt Yonte get up his armored
cars &3 & bage of fire direotnd at the enemy positioms, &nd himself led a dis-
aownted flanking party which dislodged the enemy, destroying the machine ;uns and.
id 1ling their srows. Thoy were unable, however, to prevent the emsmy from de-
st oying the bridge as they retreated. One snsmy personnel carrier was destroyed,
am it withdrew, by Tec 5 Piatek, who took it under fire with his 37MM gun. ‘hile
this action was taking place, an ensmy force was discovered to be pocketed in the
vicinity of BEAULILT, to the rear of the troop, and the attached platoon frum
Troop A, with & platoon of tanks in support, was dispatched to clean up this re-
vistance. The enemy force turned out to be vastly superior, inginding an unde-
termined number of heavy tanks and self propelled guna, and one of the Company F
tanks was lost to the action of an 88l gun as contact was mads. The reconnajs-
sanoe platoon called for artillery support from Troop E, in battery position at
CHAMPLON, which effectively broke up the consentration of enery &rmor and destroy-
e¢d several ensmy soft vehicles. Lt. Hysiek, Company F, was seriously wounded snd
captured during the action.

After & night spent in removing booby tracped road blocks (feflbd trees),
Troop C advanoed to the east; the first platoon engaging German infantry delaying
forces, of about company strength, in a sharp action at (383698). Lt. O'Brien
sont dismounted parties to both flanks and ordered his attached assault gun platoon
to fire on the enemy position. Daylight revealed the enemy to be located in and
about several buildings slong the roadside and direct assault gun fire was employ-
ed to destroy these positions, supplemsnted by 37Mi and 50 cal machine gum fire from
the armored cars. After suffering some twenty casualties, the enemy withdrew to
the southuast, and all platoons of the Troop proceeded on the new migsion of re-
connoitering and sscuring the crossings of the L'OURTHE RIVER between LA ROCHE
and HOTTON, Llate in the afternoon the first platoon wasg ordered to proceed into
LA ROCHE where it was reportsd that the Sjuadron executive officer had been captured.
The platoon arrived at its objective to find LA ROACHE stronily defended by ensmy
jnfantry and tenks, but the report of the exsoutive officer’s ocapture had been
oxagperated. All bridges across the L'OURTHE RIVER were found to have been destroy-
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od and the villages ‘of MARCO'TRE and MARCOTRAY burned by the Garmnt, but ths
" Troop secured & successful crossing at & ford (416840). At the end of the

poriod the Troop was ucuring this for and reconnoitering aa'on t’qe river A
to uhe east, , ( ‘ .

~ The Sqwadron command post moved F’orward to the CR (384699) in tho vicin- .
ity of CHANPLON, &nd reminpd thers for the ni ;;nt, with 'rroop E -and" chrpany
F, less detachmentn. ‘ \

R

~

ic Sept;emberg Tho 12th Inftntry claaned up LA ROCHE and lo.rge road blocka
wers encountsred to the east. All forward movement wag retarded while bridges
~were repairsd and road blocks cleared, when Troop B pussed throu@,h the $nfantry
-énd advanced without contact to @ point on the main highway northesst of SANREE -
at (660842) where thsy outposted for the night. Troop C crossed the L*OURTHE U
RIVER by fording st {560842) and advanoed through MARZOURT to DOCTIMPS captur- .
ing two pristners and & 1938 Germen Ford V-8 ssdan (boo‘oy trapped) in FARCOTRAY.
At 22308 the Squagron command pest, Troop E, and Company ¥ closed in SAMREE, S
Troop’ A followed the cammand post and outposted SAYREE for the night. During the
_period the Sjuairum- was contacted by Lajor Frager, of the BEritish Special Air =
Servioe. Usjor Fraser requested permission 40 acoompany our units to AUCNINES and
“ODSIGNE; perniszsion wes granted and thé majar proceeded with the third platoon,
Troop Cs to d)EIm, whare he continusd . on feo'l: to his deltination.

11. sgptonberg rhe 12th Ini‘mﬂ'y Regimsnt continmd the attack to the east
" followed By ¥roop B, who.had the mission ¢f passing through the infantry should -
contact with the ememy be loat. The inﬁntry did loose contact aarly in the
peuod and 'rroqp B proceedbd their advanoa to the SAIM RIVER. .

Troops A snd G protected the left rlank of the Corps by patrolling road netﬂ
. to the north and comstructing road bloek-. Cpl To Io- Clark and Pwt Jest of Troop
c, acconpunied by several Maquis, made a " dismounted patrol from ROEAL Yo PONT
 BOMAL. At the latter village they disodvered s swall Gsrmsn force and reported
this fact to their Troop Headyusrters. The first platoon, Troop C, was dispatched
‘to their sid end returned with the repdrt that they had encountered taslve Gemm'
1n POM‘"BOMBAL end killed ten of tho omyt; wo escaped. S

‘rho squadron comnd post diaplaced forward at 14008 with Troop E and
_Company P, locating in the vicinity of GRAND SART (688883). Acting upom in- L
" structions from 102nd Cavalry Group Headjuarters, the British Major Fraser was.
again contacted and: takon 40 the Group command post. "As a resul of this LT
. corgoral garson and Tec & Benedict, both of Troop C, wereé placed on detached saf.
# viee with 1TASK PORCE FRASER" until furthsr orders. This Task Foros was an=
dnvocing, to owtwt, organize and equip large hodiu or the Belgisn Laquis. ~

Emmy rosisttﬁce ontimted to be two. odmpaniu af infantry :upportea by an-
wnlmown nunber of tankz, ns encountered at VIGLSATIM and-all bridges were found
esutroyed. Unable to pake & orossing and successfully engege this superior farac
the first platoon of Troop B set up & fire line on the high ground west of the . »
river and succeeded in harassing the enemy and maintainixg contect while the o
.'infentry forced & arossing.- The second platoon attacied to occoupy SAI.!ICHMEAU
‘and, with the assistance of dttached tank destroyers, ¥nocked out an anti-tank .

- ~-gum in~the cometary. Armored car 3T guns and mortars of the phtoon reduced
~ several enemy mofine gun positions at the bridge, &nd the town was taken lats

~ im the arbnrnoon.l !‘ha Troop forded the river and outpostad the cm.ﬁng that
. ‘night. :

P
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12 september: The s.]maron, with Troop B 102nd Cavelry Recomnaissane® Syumds

ron, one platoon of tank destroyers and one plitoon of medium tanks attached, con-
tinued to screen the advence of the 12th Infantry Regciment and protect the north
flank of the Corps (See FO # 12). Troops B of the 33th Squadron and B of the

102nd Squadron (atehd), both reinforsed, performed the Squadron mission of screen- ﬁ

ing %o ths front on thrse routes, dth Troop B supporting thoir advance i’rom
. battery positions.

The 1lst plntoon. Troop B 38th- Bquadron. plus 2 ¥-10 tank destroysrs and 1
platoon of light tapks, were combined into a amall task force commanded by Captain
Meyer. This force moved easgt to PETITE THIER withoit contact - and procesded to
SCHOLNBURG, bypassing that town an the North, in the dirsction of E\JDEK!-‘E!Dg
Ons mile south of MANDERFEID, %he Foree ran into small arms fire. A dase of firs
was laid down with armored carsé and michine guns while the tank destroysrs and
tanks them rushed'g jtown, led by lst Lt. Parmer. This column assenbled end re-
" turned through the a‘lowly. At the sams tims the arrored oars and dismoumted '
men moved in from the west. The enemy in the town was trapped by the two forces
and all strong points were elimineted by dirsot fire of armored cars and tanks,

while :iismounted parties flanked then with sm1l arms and grenades. Control was

effacted by Lt. Farmer, who moved from ome force to the other ocoordinating the
attack. Three prisoners were .taken and the town gecured for the night, The 2nd
platoon Troop B spsarheaded & Task Forcs comsisting of ane reconnaissance plutoon,
one infantry platoon snd one plitoon of medium tanks, commanded by Lt. Yomts.
Their mission was to preceed to VI<LSALY and on to PETITE TMIUR, RITT and RORY.

- Yo contagt wag made umtil patrols of the reconnaissance platoon discovured strong
enemy positions in BORN. The patrols meintsined contact anu the infantry platoonm .
supported by tio medium tanks deployed to meke the agsault. The three remaining
tanka tock up positions on the high groumd in support of the atteck. The infan-

try platoon and patrols from resconnsissance platoon ajvanced through the town with

armored cars in immediate support. Several strong points were reduced by armored
cars, a ¢ snipurs wore cleanei out by srenwde attacks. Two strong points in the

- center of tne town wore etfectivaly silenced by direct fire of 76M" y'ms of tanks.

All uctions were successful, an. the u..my was foresd to retire ‘with hedvy casuml-
ties. . The entire Task Porce occupied town for the night. The 3rd platoon Troop B
. was assignod mission of guurding the Troop B flamk und bivouaced tactically that
night, babaeen HOL: SIM and KANDIRFILD, #ithout having ‘made enemy contact

» Troop A contimnd defense of road vlocks en the left rlmk “of ‘the Corpa in
‘ the vicinity of GRAND HA'TLEATX, : o

s

Troop C was relieved of its mission of defending road blocks on the Cm'ps
~ flunk by TrOOp C, lomd Cavulry ijuadirom, and "™ms assembled at P".'!' ATF in 8q~mdron
”.Qm. : N

The &;uﬁmron comand post Troop & (less dutachments) and cdmpany F {less

: ddtach:rants) moved to the vicinity of P7T.A"T for the night.

i
[

13 Septon‘ber: ~Troop B, 38th 3juadiron and Troop B loznd S3um iron stchd con-

N

" tinued to porform the Squadron mission of screening thé advanos of tho 4th Infantry

Division; and Troops A and C protected the left flank of the Corps in assigned zones. \'

(8o FO # 13) Enemy aqlajing acﬁan stiffened as 'rroopa npproadw.l the flarmAn
border.
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. 'rroop B. 102nd. simdral found tha bridqge at SCHONBERG destroyed but was able tc
faord the QYR RIVER at this point. The Troop crossvd the Corman:border at 13308 and
adranced to the vicinty of WISCHEID by 18008, when they wore halted by enemy machine
gm &nd nmortar fire from the high groumd in the vicinity of A7, Troop outposted

- this position for the night, mintaining their spearhead formation in ret liness
for a forward move €he following day. '

Troop B, 98th sguadron encountared nurerous road blocks defended by enenmy
small arms fire at (846900) (865904) (936915) and (984945). Patrols to the east
encguniered heavy machine gun fire from pill toxes of tho STZGTRAI'N I'ME eust of

- FAYDIRFEID, and the Troop was ordered .o patrol lateral road net from TANZERATH to
KADERFEID, The Troop alvenced to (01b964) in the vicinity of MAMDERFRID and
sstablished & camrl'.er recormaissance screen along the line "ATZ ERATTISLIANTY "RFED.

; Trooep c reconnoitsred roads to the north snd east, &long the Corps left flank.
Ko enemy oomtacts were made, but Lt. lopkins was wounded by & snipesr, dressed inm .
oivilian elothes, im .JERE™H. A thorough search and investigation of this town

~ failed to bring the essailamt to captwre, The Troop maintained outpost positions

~ of the Corps flank for the might. - . !

Troop A continuwed to secure the road not on the corpl left flank in ﬁ\e 7icine

ity of ucm, aithout enumy contact. .

‘I‘roop E supported the advance and Compuny F‘ reinforced Troop B, lGZnd Sadrirm,,
Troop B, 33th Syuadron, aud provided cormand post security. The Sjue:ron corrand
. poat moved to (975895) at 2030B; in.the vicinity of TAMDESFRID f‘E i Y,

14 sspvbemben The Sjumlron rez-med the mission of reconnoi tering to tle narth-
east In advancc of the advancing infantry colmms, nnd of pro‘bectimé the leﬁ: flanik
(north) of the Corps (Seo FO # 15).

roop B, 10ind Squadron proceeded to ROTH .mder enemy mortar and artillery
As the Troop advanced to the eagt on the threoe existing routes out of Rﬂ"‘F‘,
they were met with strong enumy resistancs consisting of road blocks and concrets
pillbgxes wt (0L3914) (0556912) (Q63906). =much criticml point was defended by = <
enemy |infantry of &bout compsny stl.ngth and nine (3) teanks appesrel in auppor}

of the infamtry. Artillery and nortar fire iucreased, destroying one irmorei cqr, ‘
and the Troop wus ‘unable to advance . :

fire.

- Troop B, 38th s;»drm, advanced t. & distance af two miles to the east of
VAIDKAF£ID, .hen its advance was haltad by e¢nemy machine pun, mortar, and artillery
fire. |A patral frar the 3rd platoon #ent to investigate KRii .INXiKL. They patroled
to into the town, where thuy were fired upon by strong enemy positioms, Pitrol
ms 1od by €pl Long who was killed in action and his nacond in comzund, Cpl Mo~ .
‘Donald, wus .ounded. The 2nd platoon and a-section of the 3rd plutoon supported
by F Corpany, then attacked KREVITRE"s The attack moved north east through the -
town, meuting stubborn resistance. Strong points were reduced Ly ovarrmning

them wiith light tanks. The enemy had moved through the town to the northe -

east but & quick reorganization enubled all forces to meéet and repulss the new
onemy oat froz the_ south. Strong enemy positions, including concrete pill
boxes dragon teeth (anti-tank ocbstacles) had besn observed on the high ground
along the road from WSHEIN to RITH, The Troop aecured the towms of KR7TTMNEKEL

«nd B~R‘I‘¢RATH and remeined in observation. - : ’
e N
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 Troop C supported the 3i'miron aivance axd, after the eeirure of Y. WKL,
outposted & lins frar that town o the village of AFST for the night.

Troop A wag ordered into GR20'IP ressrve and assembled at HERRSSNACY with
the 102nd Cavalry Squaircn. Troop B supported the advance of the Sjuadron from
battery position. Company F reinforced the leading troops. Siusdron cov«mand post
remained at (976895) in the vicinity of L\'DESFL'R, GERMANY,

The Sqmdron had made its first contact with the SIRGFRIED JIWB in locations
a8 indicated by advancs intelligence.

16 September; Troop B, 102nd Si'miron was relieved of attachment to the 5ith
Squsdron. 1Troops A, B, ani C reconnoitured roud nets north and east of MA WRF 1D
and KR4JINKEYL before being passed througch by the 8th Infantry. Iate in the day all
infantry elements withdrew and the 3juadron established a cuvalry screen along the
line LAIZZRATH, KRn‘:'ILK?L, ROTH.

_ Troop A was ordered to soreen the 8th Infantry's advance along main road,
MAYDERFED to SHIED Which lmy on the far aide of the SIECFRIED LI¥:, A phtoon of
tanks wore attached to the first platoon which advanced along min route, while
second 8nd third platoons moved to the rorth flank. Second ani third platoons mst
no opposition initiully, but the first received heavy artillory and sr«ll arms fire
from vicinity of cross-roads south-west of LOSHEIl, Artillery support proved in-
effostive, as enery countered with smoke shelle and &r+illery could not be registered.
Moanwhile the second and third platoons had met resistance, snd came under heavy
artillery fire. The Cirst pl toon stuyed in observation until the infentry colusn
arrived. The infuntry deployed and probed the line, and the firat plavoon withdrew
wder covur. of a stvep slope to escaps the hesvy enemy artillery. The irfantry wms
ordered to withdraw and go into line to South and Troop A was direeted to screen
and hold certain strategic road nets., Ulines were set cut and the defenss was:
“strongthened by tank destroyers and the 'rroop established @ co'mter recmn:issance
screen fram KRESINKZY, to ROTH. : :

Troop B was ord.orod to establish a counter re:onnauaance screen frar TAZERATH
south sast to HULLSCHZID., The first platoon was on the left with outpost 400 ysrds
north of LANZERATH and maintained NIR 200 yards north of LAYZERATH. Arce sur-
rounding TANZERATH om the emst was ‘extensively booby trapped. MNMine fields were
put down on mein romd uni field to #ost of main roed, Road block of fallen trees
wa3 luid down on main road betieen soutn west of BULLSCHKID. This platoon wese re-
inforced «ith a platoon of light tanks. The first platoon maintmined patrol contact
‘with the 24th Cavalry Sgundron to our n.rth. The second platoon contncted Compeny
F on owr ri,,ht. B

Troop C proceeded to ROTH, and sct d.p observation postao Troop remiined on
this mission all day, and was rolicved at 1920B by the 4th Division Recom Troop,
who requested that the first platoon remain in their observation and outnost
positions until the rext day. MNo ‘enemy contact was mndsa dunng the period. '

16 September: The Squadron was attached uirectly to the 4ﬁx J, s. Ini‘antry .
DivisTon and the 4th Reconnaissance Troop was attached to the Sjuadrom.. The Syjuwsd- .
ron thus reinforced, wms assigned vh«a ,rilsion of protectzng thu 'loft flank of the '

-10- G T
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Divizaion ‘from the leﬁ: flank of thu 12‘&1’ Infaﬂ*bry to the corps boan.lary (S ;e F‘O

16 and Fo # 17). Troops B, C, 4nd the 4th Recornaissance Troop Wers employed to - i

-soreen the. ‘line, with Troop A in 3jua.ron reserve. Company F reinforced Troop B-

~with me plstoon of tinks and Troop € with two .pl:-toons. - A olatoon of Company C; .

801st ™

s attached to the Squairon and positionvd in ;Loport of the rccon-
oops on the line, .Troop supported initially from battery position
in. the vici ity of LaAM ERATH dbut was foreed to displuce beceuse of o sunter-battery
- fire at 143&5 ‘The Syuadran cormand post moved to (996937) in the ieinity of
CMANDSRFAID, BRIGIUM, where it was to remain until 30 September 1944.. The high
ground in this: immedivte viciaity. afforded excallent observation of a portion or

“the SIEGYRIP LINE itself, from the vieipfity cf LOSHTIM to 1OTH, embracing & major.

portion of the Syuadron secto: . Physi.cal cont: 1ot was male snd maintu ined with the
"24th cwmlry Reconneis sanoe S uadron on the ncz'th an i\with "'he lzth Ini‘antry Reg~
Y ment on 'bhe south. N ‘ ‘

17-50 SOptemberg The Squ dron oo'zﬂ.nued the mssion of m-otef'fmr tig! left
PlanikoF tho Corps by msintadn: ng a.counter riconnaissance scre:n on the left of
- the 4th Y. S. Infantry" Diviaio. betwean the '2th Infantry R::imsnt and the Corps .
“left flank, = Contéct wws mainfrined with the 12th Infantry on tho. sduth and the
24th Cavalry Reconnaissance Sqradfon on the n.rth, Troops B, C, anl the 4th Re- -

@onnaissance '?roop continusd o par*‘orm ths misa:,on on a, 12 ,000 yard front. 'A

3 - 'rroo A was asaiéned the sepfu'ahe mission at 180900)3 Supfember of protecting
. the south flank of the 4th- Infsntry Division by f‘:ﬂlmg tho gap betwveen the 8th

Int‘tntry and the Sth Armored Division. “he Troop cormand post locatey ut Tm_“"b

. SCIIZID with plutocns generally elong <he line BLIEFALF, CROSS=RIATAMFHL ,
JI:;T.;RSPr,LT. The front assigned to “he Troop, nearly five miles 4n length, was
outposted and cormunication establi.hed with Headjuarters 4th Infantry Division.
"This front was in direct contact with the-SIEC “FRIZD LINE, with excellent obser-
‘vation on both sides. = Liasor. amy ‘egtallished eand mainteined on ‘the riyht flank
with Troop A, 10<nd Cuvalry R@cranaissance Sgusadron whieh wis protecting the

- left flank oi‘ the 28th’ Infaniry Divis:.ou. Fatrol activity wes constant on both

: ', sidas, The J‘;‘oop tock ninetein px‘isoners during the period. On 30 Scptember it

' was relieved by Company F, 2%nd Re;imontal ccmbat Tosm, #nd’ assembled on Sauad-
ron Ordex‘, in tha\vicinity of IIUIDJR HAON K SERT » o

Troop b continued to mpport the countsr reconnaisaanqe screen and the S-lu:tde ,

ron mission on the left f Jenk of the Division from battery position at (990937)
in the vieinity of MANDE'(’ELD. N 19 Septenber 1944 -the Troop moved to (980928)
“in the vicimity of  MZRS//ZID. During the period 'rroop E fired some 1700 rounds :
Sooin direct support ot' thn Squedron. miasion. _ . , . , _

company F reinrow sd Troops A, B. and c, with one tank platoon ench during’
' the period. , TrooP her dfuﬂr‘bﬁts renazhed -ilth the omadron commmd hmtJ ,

i
v

. Provisionai Assiult Gun Ba.ttary, 'loth Tank Buttal:.on (six 108M" ho. u*&ers, .
: mountad in Shermap  tanks) wes a’tached to the Sjusdron end joined at 2012008

Suptember; buttery position at 992926} in the vicinity of MATDERFELD; fired some

.-1600 rounds during the per:.od ir direst support of the Squairon misaion, including
' 40 rownds of propagenda smmunition’ ("safe coniuct Pass")., Battery released from
at:t:achment and attached to tha Mth Inf’antry chﬁnont on 30 Svptember 1944.
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: Tank Destrqyer plataon. cc:mpany c. 80181; 'i‘ank Destroyer Batulion. attached
 to §jundron an 17 september1944, remuiined in. supporting positions in ths vicimty
of Vv DERPEWL and LANSERATR during the period. - “The platoon Mls\ raleased and ,
ateadmd to the 12th Infantry Reg irent’ on 50 Septexrber 1944, T

, Tho Squ;adron oormand post remiined at (99593?) in the vicinity of "'&'E)F‘RF‘ELD,
 BEEGT'M, during the period. . The Squadron rear schelon remained at (975%95) in the .
‘, viciuity of U\NDEsFT‘LD GERUANY, awring ﬁxe period. -

, On 27 September 1944«, Y 26 man. platoon from the BY mim Awrry was attached to.
the $jusuron and was attached to Troop B.  On 28 Sopterber 1944, 166 sdditional -
men-end officers were attached-from the BELAIAN ARMY; one platoon wag "attached to .
. the 4th Reconnaissance Troop, dne :ompany td Troop C, and 31 adchtionnl men were . -

at&tched to Troop B. This attachment cohtinued until the Squadron was relieved
- of its upission‘on 30 September 1944, when the detachnent, was reloased and re-
- vertea to their o/ commsnd. o < .

A

On 23 beptemhar 1944 a Troop H p.:.trol pla@sd art:.llery ﬁre o a G@rman OP
.t (047945) sud later took over. the positlon. .

\">

At S00900A tho Squadron was relieved by the 1Zth Infmtry Regiment and Troop
A was relieved Ly Compuny F, 22nd Infantry Regiment at 1100A. All attachments were
“released inm-sccordance with orders of the 102nd Cavalry Group end the Sjusdron moved
to bivouas ares st (839925) about two miles north of ST VITH, BELOIUM, closing. in .
the new area at: 1350A.' A Band Concert &nd Red Crosa Service Truck were afforded
in the s»;mdron am, md the 'l‘roopa relaxed .lur:.ng the palance of tho period. -

, Machanized co.vn.lry was Jesi:;ued and’ created to. parform the type missions which = -
were assigned the Sinadron during this zmonth of b&ptember, -and the Squalron was eawr
"to prove that the cavﬁlr‘y could- proJ.Ace, 'Ihen called upon, ‘to perform missions for ..
whivh its arment and training qualified it. The Sgusdron wes .jetermined to give '
' tho.4th Division am efflcient and fast moving sereen which would enable the mfantry
© 4o divance as rapidly ss they could rarch, while protecting their exposed north
flank. By fording and sseuring. bridgeheads over the M-YSE and the O"RTHX, and by - P
like actions at FUMAY, HAYBZS, HARGNI&S, (ILLIRZIE, SMUID, MELLIN, 'AVRJIVIE, =
NASSOGNE, CR 383698 . (vicinity CHAL.PLOR), BEATLIEY, YANDERFE'D, and BORN the platoons
and Troops of the Sjuadron, reinforced by infintry and medium tanks in the last namd
- instanse, had pushed back deluying foroes which enabled the infantry to mrch .
-.without interruption. By the actien st RIINNE, HAUT«FAYS, ST. .IPIBIRT, ATAYNT, T4 ROCE 7
ROGH&. VIELSALM, SAUM-CHATEAY, and LOSHIZM, the abgrelsive action of the. small unit -
ERRRSEAE L “tenders -am-the -spot haud developed-tie-enemy- forces-so- frecisely that -the-infantey::--——-
_ - 4as able to march into the sttmck without hesitation or delay. Finally at ERB- o
. JINKEL Troop B determined, by thiéir gallent ficht in that town, thatthe SIRGFRIFD
-LINGZ, was. .very much occypied and that the long march was over. ‘Then in screening
the north flank of the 4th Dinaion before the STEOFRIRD LINE. the Syimdron found
- that the training of the men in’ actmg, b small’ unj,ts, the large number of" machinp
_ gms, end the excellent radio ejuipment, &ll cormbinéd to qualify the Sjudron
particulsrly well for perfoming this type of mission. = The Syuadron completed .
* Septemberts dctivities grateful that it had been gratited the. opportunity to- N
function in the nranner for which it had buen trumed and equipped. ST

s
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